
Both the girls and the boys Nordic 
ski teams for Montpelier High 
School concluded a weather-chal-

lenged season with strong, second-place 
finishes in Division 2 at the Vermont 
State Nordic Championship races in late 
February. 

In the freestyle race held Feb. 24 at 
the Craftsbury Outdoor Center, junior 
Margaret Voisin led the MHS girls team 
to a second-place finish and followed up 
with another strong finish in the classical 
technique event at Rikert’s Ski Touring 
Center at Breadloaf on Feb. 27. Likewise, 
senior Sage Grassi proved a reliable team 
leader for the boys with a third-place 
finish overall in the freestyle event and a 
fifth place in the classical race. 

Both Voisin and Grassi, along with 
sophomore Sara McGill, have qualified 
for the Vermont team that will compete 
in the New England Championships in 
March.

A Weather-Challenged Season
Although winter got off to a reason-

ably good start in December, January 

was, for the most part, an extended thaw 
with more rain than snow. 

“Our training became more like 
cross-country running than skiing,” 
said MHS Coach Brian Carlson, who 
is in his fourth season of guiding the 
team. Participation on the team has 
grown from just two girls the first year 
Carlson coached, to 30 this year. 

One of the freshman girls from that 
first year, Anja Rand, now a senior, 
emerged as a team leader when par-
ticipation grew — despite the diffi-
culties that the COVID-19 pandemic 
posed for all sports during the past two 
years. Carlson credits her for reviving a 
team-bonding tradition that had been 
a ski-team favorite for decades: pot-
luck dinners, usually on Fridays before 
a Saturday race. After-dinner activities 
typically feature parlor games such as 
telephone, karaoke, or — this year — 
Rand said, a hot tub evening.

Because the 1-kilometer training loop 
at MHS is quite flat, the team has long 
traveled to hillier terrain for practice 
sessions. Carlson said that when snow 

was available, the team trained on the 
groomed trails at city-owned Country 
Club Road property (formerly, the Elks 
Club Golf Course), occasionally on 
U-32’s trails, but only once in Sherwood 
Forest where the trails between County 
Road and along North Street are main-
tained by the Onion River Nordic Club. 
Because of the lack of natural snow this 
year, many of the meets for racing were 
held at either the Craftsbury Outdoor 
Center or Sherman Hollow Center, both 
of which have snowmaking on some of 
their trails.

The freestyle ski meet hosted by MHS 
on Jan. 28 was held on the trails at 
the Country Club Road property. The 
event, coincidentally held the same 
morning as a public forum in the for-
mer clubhouse to discuss the future 
development of the property, illustrated 
the location’s recreational history — and 
potential from the perspective of Nordic 
skiing enthusiasts.

Montpelier has a 50-year plan 
to replace its aging water and 
sewer pipes, with most of the 

activity beginning in 2040 and beyond, 
according to a June 3, 2021, city memo 
about the plan. The estimated cost of 
the pipe replacement, according to the 
memo, is $83.2 million for water pipes 
and $83.2 million for sewer lines. These 
figures were based on an inflation rate of 
1.7%, far below current inflation rates, 
meaning the costs would be higher if 
estimated today.

However, the city’s plan for replacing 
water and sewer lines will likely be al-
tered soon to incorporate the recommen-
dations of a nearly completed hydraulic 

City’s Pipe 
Replacement 
Cost Likely 
to Exceed 
$166.4M 
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see Pipe Replacement, page 23

By J. Gregory Gerdel

By Phil Dodd
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see Nordic Team, page 9

MHS Nordic Ski Team 2022–23. Front row, left to right: Oliver Laxer, Ezra Merrill-Triplett, Jay Borland, Ethan 
Borland, Steven Supan, Luke Murphy, Anja Rand, Meg Voisin, Miriam Serota-Winston, Marie Voisin, Alba 
Alvarez, Clare Pritchard, Graham Turner, Asa Rosenberg. Back row, left to right: Owen Mongeon, Tyler Bacon, 
Sam Brondyke, Sage Grossi, Ben Wetherell, Jasper Turner, Fletcher Turner, Cadence Centers, Kira McGill, 
Amani Suter, Jacob Halecky, Klear Beesomboon, Coach Brian Carlson. Photo by Oliver Laxer. 
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Election Results 
from Town Meeting Day, March 7,  

can be found on The Bridge’s web-
site, montpelierbridge.org. Our 

publication schedule did not allow 
us to provide results in this issue.
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Knitting for 
Community

Lyn Turcotte posted a thank-you on 
Front Porch Forum recently for the 

many people who helped the Central 
Vermont Knitting project donate 171 
hats, 21 pairs of mittens, 17 baby blan-
kets and throws, one cape, five baby 
sweaters, and 30 neck scarves and neck 
warmers to local families through Cap-
stone Community Action Head Start 
and its food shelf. Turcotte also thanked 
community members for donations of 
yarn, patterns, and a knitting guide. 

“If you would like to help with this 
project but need to learn how to knit, I 
would be happy to teach you the basics,” 
she wrote in an email to The Bridge.

Turcotte started the project three years 
ago “to mitigate feelings of isolation and 
hopelessness due to COVID and to pro-
vide warm articles of clothing to chil-
dren and adults in our community.” She 
explained “As a clinical psychologist, I 
know that altruistic behavior helps alle-
viate the symptoms of depression.”

If anyone wants to participate, Tur-
cotte said, “all that is needed is a gen-
erous spirit and a willingness to spend 
some time completing knitted or cro-
cheted items.” She said she has yarn, 
knitting needles, and other supplies for 
those who need it. 

“A bin of yarn and another bin for fin-
ished items are on my front porch from 
October through mid-February for easy 
pick up and drop off. Most people supply 

their own yarn. Although people donat-
ing to this project already have knitting 
and crocheting skills, I would be happy 
to teach anyone how to knit. They could 
start with a neck scarf!”

—Cassandra Hemenway

‘Cure for Cabin 
Fever’ Weekend  
in Montpelier

Downtown Montpelier will be hop-
ping during Cabin Fever Week-

end, Friday, March 17, through Sunday, 
March 19. Montpelier Alive has worked 
with local businesses to offer store dis-
counts, demos, talks, and tours during 
Cabin Fever weekend.

The definition of “cabin fever” in Mer-
riam-Webster’s dictionary is “extreme ir-
ritability and restlessness from living in 
isolation or a confined indoor area for a 
prolonged time.” Even though many Ver-
monters embrace the outdoors and winter, 
the dark, cold days and slow slide into 
spring induces a little cabin fever each year.

During the weekend, the downtown 
will feature its amazing locally owned 
stores with sales and specials, along with 
demos and talks from wellness businesses 
— blending the theme of getting out and 
staying healthy! 

Enjoy store discounts and sales along 
with wellness specials and demos. Health 
offerings include a wide range of talks 
about all stages of life and healthy living 
. . . even a walking tour of the Green 
Mount Cemetery! Over 25 offerings will 
include chair massage at local shops, dis-
counts on food, deals on fitness classes, 
and more. Even the Montpelier Farmers 
Market will participate with half-price 
tote bags at Saturday’s market.

Montpelier’s Cure for Cabin Fever co-
incides with the Montpelier Senior Ac-
tivity Center’s March for Meals Gala on 

Saturday, March 18, from 5 to 7 p.m. 
The black-tie gala will feature a silent 
auction, hors d’oeuvres produced by their 
FEAST Kitchen, guest speakers on food 
security, and music! 

For more information, go to montpe-
lieralive.com/cabinfever.

—press release

Walmart Grants for 
Local Nonprofits

Walmart announced it is matching 
customer donations two-to-one 

up to $1 million, unlocking up to $2 
million for local charities through its 
Spark Good Round Up program. The 
Million Dollar March Round Up cam-
paign will run through March 31.

Nonprofits must register for Spark 
Good to be able to participate. The 
first 2,000 organizations that register for 
Round Up will receive a $250 grant.

Customers should go to Walmart.com/
SparkGood and choose a favorite local 
charity that has registered for Round 
Up. When a customer checks out while 

shopping online or in the app, they will 
be prompted to click the Round Up box 
signaling their contribution. More infor-
mation on Spark Good and the match-
ing campaign at linkedin.com/pulse/
million-dollar-march-walmart-teams-
up-customers-nonprofits-donate. 

—press release

Local Students 
Win Awards, Make 
Dean’s Lists

Beth Laberge of Berlin has earned 
an Award of Excellence at Western 

Governors University Leavitt School of 
Health. The award is given to students 
who perform at a superior level in their 
coursework.

Connor Carbo and Hayden Kennedy, 
both from Barre, have made the Dean’s 
List at Wentworth Institute of Technol-
ogy for the fall 2022 semester.

Ethan Young, a sophomore from Barre, 
was named to Geneva College’s Dean’s 
List for the fall 2022 semester.

—press release

NewsCommunity and Business News in Brief

Some of the over 200 items recently donated to local families by central 
Vermont knitters. Photo by Lyn Turcotte.

CORRECTION
The Berlin Police Chief James 

Pontbriand was incorrectly identi-
fied in a Feb. 21, 2023, story, “Vot-
ers to Choose Fate of the Central 
Vermont Public Service Author-
ity.” The Bridge regrets the error.

Natalia Holubec served bread and borscht at a Statehouse vigil on Feb. 
24, marking the one-year anniversary since Russia invaded Ukraine. 
Photo by Marasha Huber.

One Year of War
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Cemetery Commission Discusses Inmate Work
The Montpelier Cemetery Commission needs Vermont Department of Corrections 

inmates to continue working in Montpelier’s cemeteries, according to recent minutes 
from the Cemetery Commission. The commission gets lawncare labor from inmates 
from the St. Johnsbury work camp, where inmates are sentenced to a work program in 
exchange for cutting their sentence in half, according to an email from the cemetery 
commission. But should they be compensated? Committee members discussed ask-
ing Corrections Commissioner Nicholas Deml to meet with them to discuss possible 
options. 

Barre City Allocates $40G to Recovery Center
The Barre City Council recently voted to allocate $40,000 to Turning Point, a 

recovery center, soon to be relocated to 489 N. Main Street. During the Barre City 
Council meeting Feb. 28, city councilor Thom Lauzon moved to approve allocation 
of the money, which comes from opioid settlement funds Barre City has already 
received. The center provides services to those recovering from substance abuse. Ad-
ditionally, the Barre City Police Department has a memorandum of understanding 
with Turning Point to assist when police encounter people in crisis.

Cheshire Cat Opens on State Street
The Cheshire Cat, a clothing boutique in Montpelier, has moved to 17 State Street 

from its previous location on 28 Elm Street near the County Sheriff ’s office. The 
grand opening was on March 1. Cheshire Cat is a “storybook” boutique that carries 
clothing, jewelry, bags, and home decor, according to cheshirecatclothing.com.

Carswells Auto Repair Shop Opening on Elm Street
Dylan Partridge announced in a post on the carswellscars.com website that he is 

opening an automotive repair shop at 510 Elm Street in Montpelier. The projected 
start date is March 6. This repair shop was formerly Thomas Auto, but they moved 
to the former Sears building on the Barre-Montpelier Road, 1598 U.S. Route 302, in 
January. More information can be found at carswellscars.com.

Computer Barn Moving 
Computer Barn, located near the Ames Shopping Plaza on the Barre-Montpelier 

Road, has signs up a few miles closer to Barre that they are moving to a new home 
soon. The company, located at 921 U.S. Route 302, manages software updates, per-
forms backups, and makes on-site repairs. The company didn’t immediately respond 
to a request for information.

—compiled by Carla Occaso
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A warm sun between 
occasional clouds 

pouring out of the west. 
In the hardwoods enjoy-
ing this fine March day, 
one of a series between 
impressive snow events 
that have recently given us 
two feet of meringue-sur-
faced snowpack and re-
newed hope for a damp-
soiled spring. At 2 p.m. 
the sun is still high, the 
trees splash the snow sur-
face with blue shadows. 
A lovely moment, before 
early spring. I can almost 
sense the wild leeks wait-
ing under the snow, but 
not for long! 

NATURE WATCH
Artwork and words by Nona Estrin

Then & Now

The property at 12 Main Street has undergone a remarkable 
transformation over the past 90 years. A Texaco Station was 
built there in 1932. At first it was called Sequin’s Service Station; 
later and longer it was known as Nun’s Service Station. In the 
late 1970s it was converted to M&M Beverage and Redemption 
Center. (Vermont’s bottle return bill had gone into effect in 1973).  
In 1988 the building next to it, the Tomasi Block, was demol-
ished, and in 2018 the old gas station building met the same fate. 
The parcel is now a forlorn “park.”

Historic photo courtesy of Vermont College of Fine Arts;
modern photo and caption by Paul Carnahan
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Recently our community experi-
enced an incident of violence at 
the Montpelier Transit Center 

that occurred during a time when the 
Good Samaritan Haven staffs a seasonal 
warming space for folks to get out of 
the cold, receive a meal, and register for 
a bed at the emergency overflow shelter 
run by our community partner, Another 
Way. 

This particular incident led to the 
stabbing of our Good Sam colleague by 
a member of the public who did not have 
prior ties to the unsheltered community 
that we serve. Nevertheless, violent events 
in close proximity to those experiencing 
homelessness often become intermingled 
or associated with them. Our hope is 
that community members work to dis-
entangle those associations. We live in a 
society in which violence and aggressive 
reactivity is on the upswing as a result of 
many, many factors, often creating a level 
of fear and distrust that gets exacerbated 
when events like this occur.

We would like to thank the central 
Vermont community, our partners, col-
leagues, and neighbors for the incredible 
outpouring of support and well wishes 
that were extended to our colleague, his 
family, and the Good Sam and Another 

Way teams. We are grateful and happy 
to report that our colleague is making a 
steady recovery and has returned home 
to continue a more extensive healing 
process. There is a palpable energy that 
comes from the good will and outpour-
ing of love that we extend to one another. 
We believe this is what allows us each to 
transcend fear and confusion, and it re-
minds us that we are all one community. 
What affects one of us, affects all of us.

Inevitably, the way in which we do our 
work is clarified through incidents such 
as this. And the provision of emergency 
shelter carries on 24/7, 365 days a year, 
even if certain elements have been put 
on pause in order to regroup. And so 
with continued commitment, in borrow-
ing from the Buddhist perspective, we 
“begin again.”

To begin again is part of being human, 
it’s part of living in community. Our 
lives are anything but linear — they spi-
ral, just like so many incredible patterns 
in nature, through precise and mysteri-
ous sacred mathematics. These patterns 
include a patchwork of positive and neg-
ative events.

Every day and over long periods of 
time, we return again to activities, rela-
tionships, practices — as if like new. Yet, 

also with a deeper understanding and 
maturity than before. The hope is that 
when we “begin again,” an experience is 
more nuanced and meaningful. 

Sometimes when we begin again, it is 
because something has ended, or some-
thing has broken, and we must literally 
or figuratively pick up the pieces. Yet in 
picking up the pieces, we may find the 
makings of a very special map leading 
us forward. 

One example of picking up the pieces 
comes from the ancient Japanese philos-
ophy called Kitsungi. Kitsungi includes 
the art of reassembling pieces of pottery 
after they have shattered, using gold and 
lacquer to form even stronger bonds and 
resulting in unique patterns and golden 
pathways on the reimagined piece. It is 
a beautiful way for an object to begin 
again from brokenness. Likewise, em-
bracing our own ‘cracks’ or scars as part 
of our own lived experiences, lifting up 
the unique imperfections as the honored 
and meandering paths of the journey 
— and not the end of the story — is 
a core understanding of the Kitsungi 
philosophy. Again and again, we spiral, 
we return, move away, come back, and 
begin again. 

It’s important to us that our work 
serving those experiencing homelessness 
is not siloed or enshrouded in myth or 
misinformation. Homelessness can, in 
fact, happen to anyone. Good Sam will 

continue to advocate for the things that 
prevent both homelessness and violence 
in our communities for everyone: afford-
able housing, community-based housing, 
supportive housing models, healthcare, 
well-funded social services, recovery sup-
port, and living wages for all.

We also want to lift up the daily ef-
forts of all of the frontline shelter staff 
members who work tirelessly, and often 
with the least amount of resources, in the 
social service or housing fields to tend to 
the cracks in our guests’ cups. They are 
committed to helping mend fissures and 
cracks with care, encouragement, and a 
sense of belonging at the shelters, motels, 
and on the streets. 

We invite you to join us as we con-
tinue to provide care and safe haven to 
our most vulnerable neighbors — many 
hands make lighter work. Join us as we 
envision and experiment with new mod-
els to address the housing crisis in our 
communities. Join us as we ‘begin again’ 
and again and again in love and not fear.

This path we’re on together is not 
made of perfection — it’s made of inten-
tion. May we each begin again in hope 
and love. 

Julie Bond and Rick DeAngelis are 
Co-Directors of Good Samaritan Haven. 
Ken Russell is the Executive Director of 
Another Way.

Good Sam and Another Way ‘Begin Again’ Commentary

By Julie Bond, Rick DeAngelis, and Ken Russell
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Last month, 21 schools across Ver-
mont were targeted by a vicious 
hoax that terrorized countless stu-

dents and staff members as they were 
sent into lockdown and SWAT teams 
carrying AR-15s burst into the lobby. 
We are thankful nobody was physically 
harmed in these incidents. Yet, many of 
us faced the credible threat of an active 
shooter, and that threat remains with 
us. Under such conditions, effective ed-
ucation becomes impossible. That’s why 
we are demanding that our elected state 
leaders take meaningful action to ensure 
that every child and every school em-
ployee is safe at school.

School shootings have become far too 
common in the United States, and the 
numbers tell a clear story: stricter gun 
laws prevent unnecessary deaths. We 
want to change the laws that permit 
easy access to the most lethal and effi-
cient weapons, and the conditions that 
increase the likelihood of violence in our 
communities. 

We must also recognize that the threat 
of gun violence is only one of the factors 
that undermine the safety and well-be-
ing of students and staff. Safety is not 
just about preventing casualties during 
a mass shooting: it’s about addressing 

deep inequalities and poverty, confront-
ing hate in our communities, addressing 
growing staffing shortages, and ensuring 
that all families have access to health 
care, housing, food, childcare, and safe 
and dignified work. 

To achieve school safety, we have to 
address:
• Chronic understaffing that creates im-

possible conditions for teachers, which 
in turn leads to outbursts, aggressive 
behavior, self-harm, and other unsafe 
student behaviors. 

• Gaps in our social safety net, which 
expose families to financial and emo-
tional stresses that fuel students’ strug-
gles in school. 

• Partisan culture war attacks on public 
education and increasingly incendiary 
rhetoric around the teaching of Black 
history and LGBTQ+ topics. These 
attacks nurture racism and homopho-
bia in our communities and create a 
climate of fear for students in targeted 
groups and the adults who support 
them. 

Under such conditions, we can only 
expect the already crisis-level staffing 
shortage to worsen as fewer and fewer 
people are drawn to an underpaid, stress-
ful, and increasingly unsafe profession, 

further eroding our ability to provide a 
safe and effective education to our kids. 
Currently, the education support profes-
sionals and paraeducators who support 
students with intensive learning needs 
do not make a living wage, and vacancies 
in these positions prevent schools from 
being able to deliver essential special ed-
ucation services. 

As professionals whose job it is to 
protect and educate your children, we 
say “Enough is enough.” We cannot do 
our jobs when our state government 
can’t provide the most basic physical 
and emotional safety to all of us. We 
refuse to simply continue with business 
as usual while our students grow more 
anxious and our colleagues head for the 
exits. Part of being a classroom teacher 
is setting firm boundaries with clear 
consequences to ensure everyone’s safety. 
So this is what we are doing for our leg-
islators.

We expect and demand meaningful 
legislative action before the end of this 
session. This includes passing the follow-
ing bills:
• H.106, a bill protecting the academic 

freedom of educators. 
• H.208, which would establish a public 

pre-K program and additional funding 

to existing early childhood education 
providers. 

• S.40, a comprehensive gun bill that 
would, among other things, ban the 
possession of semiautomatic assault 
weapons and large-capacity magazines, 
incentivize safe gun storage and own-
ership, and allow gun manufacturers to 
be held liable for damages. 

• H.66, which would provide universal 
paid family and medical leave. 

• H.235, which would address the staff-
ing crisis by incentivizing all school 
districts to provide salary increases to 
teachers and support staff in high-pov-
erty and rural districts.

We want to return to school next year 
knowing a good-faith effort is being 
made to address the crises of safety in our 
schools. We are calling on our legislators 
and governor to make these bills laws 
before the end of this legislative session. 

Members of the Vermont School Work-
ers Action Committee: Perry Bellow-Han-
delman, Joe Carroll, and Brigitte Sa-
vard of Montpelier High School; Michael 
N. Leonard of Burlington High School; 
Cynthia Tighe of Lamoille Union High 
School; Vickie Johnson, Tevye Kelman, 
and Beverly Taft of Randolph Union High 
School.

School Workers Need Your Support Commentary

By members of the Vermont School Workers Action Committee
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As Town Meeting Day draws 
near, a “mere 11 people” have 
registered as non-citizen voters 

in Montpelier since it was first approved 
in 2018, according to City Clerk John 
Odum. That’s nearly half again the 
number registered just a few months 
ago, five years after the 2018 election 
when Montpelier voters approved allow-
ing non-citizens who are legal residents 
to vote in local elections.

“The first six were folks from Europe 
or Canada,” said Odum. “The most 
recent [non-citizen voters] we’re starting 
to see are from other places, the Middle 
East, East Asia … so that’s cool. I’m 
hoping that’s a trend.”

Out of the 6,200 active voters in 
Montpelier, fewer than 0.2% (11) are 
non-citizens according to Odum, who 
said they can vote in city elections but 
not on matters related to the Montpelier 
Roxbury Public Schools (because Rox-
bury doesn’t have non-citizen voting), or 
in state or federal elections. For that rea-
son, he said, the city has a special ballot 
for non-citizen voters in every election.

On Jan. 20, the Vermont Supreme 
Court upheld a state statute authoriz-
ing non-citizen voting (for legal U.S. 

residents) in Montpelier to vote in local 
elections, affirming a lower court’s de-
cision that found the law complies with 
the state constitution. 

“The Supreme Court here in Vermont 
said non-citizen voting is completely 
legal as long as all democratic processes 
are followed,” said Marguerite Adel-
man, a board member for the League 
of Women Voters of Vermont and chair 
of the Non-Citizen Voting Committee. 
“The league registers people to vote, and 
we see it as our responsibility now to 
register non-citizens. We go to citizen-
ship ceremonies and after that register 
people to vote,” she added. “Our main 
issue is to make sure people (know they 
can vote).”

Adelman is a resident of Winooski, 
the only other Vermont city that cur-
rently allows non-citizen voting. She 
said that, as of Winooski’s 2022 town 
meeting, 56 non-citizens were regis-
tered, with only 17 voting out of 7,300 
registered voters.

“At one point 40 states allowed some 
form of non-citizen voting. It wasn’t 
based on citizenship; it was based on 
gender, race, whether you owned prop-
erty,” said Adelman. Federal law prohib-

its non-citizen voting in federal elections 
only, she said, and no state constitutions 
currently allow it. However, Rhode Is-
land and Connecticut have two pro-
posed bills that would allow non-citi-
zens to vote in municipal elections.

Non-citizen voting has been in place 
for more than 100 years, she said, with 
“absolutely no controversy until the last 
three or four years.”

In a recent presentation at the Kel-
logg-Hubbard Library called “What 
is Non-citizen Voting,” Adelman said 
non-citizen voting is being considered 
in Boston and Worcester, Mass. (and 
has already passed in Amherst, Mass.), 
Chicago, Portland, Maine; San Jose, 
Calif.; Syracuse, N.Y.; and Washington 
D.C. It’s already happened in 11 cities 
in Maryland, and four other states (in-
cluding Vermont). She said just 4.4% 
of Vermont residents are immigrants, 

and 2% of those, approximately 12,000 
people, are non-citizens. Burlington is 
considering non-citizen voting this year 
as well. 

Registering as a non-citizen voter in 
Montpelier is a simple process, Odum 
said. The registration form is “tweaked 
slightly” from the citizen form, to in-
clude citations that refer to the city 
charter. Registration happens in person 
at the city clerk’s office, by mail, or at 
the polls on Town Meeting Day, Odum 
said. Any person may register who is 
a legal resident of the United States, a 
resident of the city of Montpelier; 18 
years of age or older; and has taken the 
voter’s oath.

 
To see the full presentation sponsored by 

the League of Women Voters of Vermont 
about non-citizen voting, go to orcamedia.
net/show/what-non-citizen-voting.

Non-Citizen Voting Set in Montpelier
By Cassandra Hemenway

Elections

Photo by John Lazenby.
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Barre City Municipal Employee Union 
Contract Ratified
By Carla Occaso

News

Barre City and its municipal 
workers’ union representatives 
recently reached a contract 

agreement. 
The newly inked three-year agreement 

is retroactive to Jan. 1, 2023, according 
to a Feb. 28 announcement by Barre 
City Manager Nicolas Storellicastro. 
The union — the American Federa-
tion of State, County and Municipal 
Employees — is commonly known as 
the AFSCME, and Barre City’s local is 
1369. Represented by this union are 30 
Department of Public Works employees 
in the streets, water, and sewer divi-
sion and also the water and wastewater 
treatment plants along with cemetery 
workers. These workers perform such 
duties as plowing snow, fixing streets, 
maintaining the water system, trouble-
shooting sewer problems, and tending to 
the cemeteries.

Some notable points of the contract 
include a 5% cost-of-living adjustment, 
with $0.02 step adjustments for steps six 
through 25. Also, an inflation stipend 
of 1.5% of fiscal year 2022 gross salaries 
and an on-call pay increase for treatment 
plant operators. It also involves lowered 
employee health insurance premiums 
and safety commitments pertaining to 
staff working on streets, water, and sew-
ers. This contract should help “recruit 
and retain employees as infrastructure 

improvements ramp up,” Storellicastro 
wrote.

“I want to thank AFSCME employees 
and representatives for a productive and 
successful negotiation,” Storellicastro 
said. “It was clear from early in the pro-
cess that we shared many goals in reach-
ing a fair contract for Barre City taxpay-
ers and our employees. This contract will 
set competitive yet affordable wages, and 
allows the city to recruit and retain em-
ployees as we undertake a renewed focus 
on infrastructure improvements to our 
streets, water, and wastewater systems.” 

Russell Tucker, AFSCME chapter 
chair, and Barre City Streets Department 
foreman, said, “This is a fair contract 
that was widely supported by our union 
members. It will benefit city residents 
and employees over the term of the con-
tract.” 

Barre City had a busy calendar year for 
2022, according to the most recent town 
report submitted by William Ahearn, 
P.E., the city engineer/director of public 
works. Activities for the year included 
reconstruction projects, capital improve-
ments, sidewalks, and other projects. 
Warren Street, Ayers Street, and Maple 
Avenue all had significant construction. 
Additionally, traffic-calming plans were 
implemented and will continue to be 
a focus to thwart unsafe driving. And 
pedestrian safety projects, such as short-

ening crosswalk lengths and relocating 
crosswalks, were implemented as well. 
Other traffic safety measures included 
adding signage and putting radar signs 
on North and South Main streets as well 
as Washington and Prospect streets. This 
is in addition to asphalt repairs done to 
potholes, manholes, and catch basins.

As for the water end of things, Ahearn 
reported that “this fiscal year was the 
second year in many that the flushing 
operations resulted in almost no com-
plaints of dirty water during operations.” 
In light of that, the department replaced 
mainline water pipes on Upper Warren 
Street and also addressed water quality 
and fire hydrant functions. The depart-
ment also deployed a new flushing se-
quence system to prevent residual iron 
and sediment from moving through the 
system. The Water Distribution staff 
handled 220 scheduled appointments 
and less than 100 dispatch events, in-
cluding seven water main breaks.

On the sewer end of things, public 
works staff dealt with surface drainage 
problems involving inspections as well as 
dye tests or pipeline cameras. Works staff 
also reported to clean, repair, and replace 
storm sewers in immediate need. The 
most common demand was for clear-
ing drains clogged with ice and snow. 
The city rebuilt more than 40 catch 
basins, storm lines, and drain structures 

in 2022. Also, there were 50 after-hours 
call-outs to sanitary sewer events. Daily 
sewer operations included cleaning river 
crossing siphons each month and other 
matters. And looking to the future, the 
earthwork, piping, and tank-related con-
struction for the North Main Pump 
Station project was completed by Sept. 
22. As a result of supply chain issues, the 
project is scheduled to be completed by 
the second half of 2023.

And relating to wastewater treatment, 
the facility operated well all year, treat-
ing over 752,020 gallons of wastewa-
ter. Some operational changes included 
aeration changes for new permit limits 
on ammonia, nitrogen, and sludge han-
dling. New biosolids equipment is op-
erational, making improvements to the 
sludge dewatering process. Also, a 20-
year facility review is underway.

Overall, the Department of Pub-
lic Works staff documented more than 
1,000 reports of citizen concerns — most 
referred to action by the department. 
Some were just informational, whereas 
others were significant. Ahearn writes 
that citizen reports help the department 
find problems while they are small and 
allow for correction before bigger prob-
lems arise. Ahearn further asked citizens 
to keep the reports coming, and he ex-
pressed his appreciation for the taxpayers 
of the city of Barre.
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Traditional Ukrainian music em-
bodies the soul of the nation and 
its songs offer a history of the 

land as well as its people’s resilience, 
which is why Richard Riley, the artistic 
director of Onion River Chorus, invites 
the community to celebrate Ukrainian 
choral music in “Deep in Song” — 
“hlyboko v pisni” — at Montpelier 
High School on April 16. 

Riley is a familiar face to the Vermont 
choral scene. He has been the artistic 
director of the Burlington Choral So-
ciety since 2012. The East Montpelier 
resident has been involved with Onion 
River Chorus since 2013. He has also 
been supporting the Montpelier-based 
choral group as a guest conductor since 
the death of Larry Gordon in 2021. 

Last month, Onion River Chorus an-
nounced Riley’s engagement as their 
artistic director. 

Riley, who will conduct 100 singers 
of the Onion River Chorus and the 
Burlington Choral Society in April, an-
swered a few questions from The Bridge 
about the joint performance and carry-
ing on traditions through sharing music 
from Ukraine and continuing Gordon’s 
legacy.

How would you describe what 
you do as an artistic director for 
ORC? 

Riley: “We prepare two programs a 
year, and Onion River gives two perfor-
mances in each one of those programs. 
So you would say, ‘OK, four concerts 
a year, that doesn’t sound like much.’ 
But what’s very characteristic of the 
experience of singing in a chorus is 
that you rehearse weekly, for typically 
anywhere from 12 to 20 weeks, and 
you’re returning to that rehearsal so 
that the music comes to feel truly your 
own after you’ve done it for a while. 
Many of the singers don’t read music to-
tally independently of being in a group 
where everyone is trying to learn music 
at the same time. So it’s a way to take 

in the music if the notation of music 
isn’t necessarily the most natural thing. 
And when you get together with singers 
for 12, 13, 14, 15 weeks in a row, you 
develop very warm relationships with 
all the group, especially those who sit 
near you. It’s incredible how intimate it 
is for people to be singing, sitting next 
to each other. Singing has always taken 
the human species into a very interest-
ing social world. But that’s the core of 
Onion River Chorus. It’s not exclusively 
the concerts, it is the experience in re-
hearsals.”

You are currently preparing 
a concert of Ukrainian music 
for a joint performance by the 
Burlington Choral Society and 
Onion River Chorus. What can 
audiences expect? 

Riley: “My orientation is the prepa-
ration of the music so, by concert time, 
all the singers feel like they truly know 
in a way that will make them excited to 
share it with an audience. In this par-
ticular program, that we’re preparing 
now of Ukrainian music, there are 19 
different pieces in this program, which 
is just mind boggling to consider. The 
thing that makes this particular pro-
gram quite unique is that the Ukrainian 
choral tradition, of which there truly 
is one, many more of the pieces are 
unaccompanied than are accompanied, 
and many of them are relatively short 
because they are folk music or they’re 
church music. … We have a good num-
ber from the folk music tradition, the 
sacred music tradition, and a couple of 
new pieces that were written especially 
for the Ukrainian choral tradition this 
year.”

What excites you about the 
Spring program?

Riley: “There’s a very strong folk 
music tradition from Ukraine and a 
strong sacred music tradition. And I’m 
incredibly excited about the two new 

pieces that we’re going to do, because 
both of them were written for the re-
ality of what Ukraine is experiencing 
this year. And that makes the reference 
to music from centuries ago all the 
more interesting. Then the music from 
a long time ago can be compared with 
the music that was written this year, 
because of what’s been happening in 
Ukraine.”

What is your vision for 
this organization’s future 
programming? 

Riley: “Onion River Chorus is not 
auditioned and that has been part of the 
miracle of what it has been for so many 
singers in this area for so many years. 
Larry did not want to have a group that 
had any barriers to anyone participat-
ing. If they wanted to participate, they 
just needed to come and become im-
mersed in the concerts. Immersion for 
someone who wasn’t auditioned meant 

coming to a lot of rehearsals. … for 
Larry it was just being together, doing 
music together. That was what engaged 
him, independently. What Onion River 
became is a chorus where many people 
came to be engaged with Larry over a 
long number of rehearsals to produce a 
concert that extended everybody’s ex-
perience, even past what they thought 
was possible, just because they had the 
guts to do it. And that’s a tradition that 
I very much hope I can keep alive and 
well.”

Onion River Chorus and Burlington 
Choral Society will present “Deep in 
Song,” music from and to Ukraine, at 
7:30 p.m. on April 15, at the Elley-Long 
Music Center in Colchester, and April 
16, at 4 p.m. at Montpelier High School. 
Tickets are available at sevendaystickets.
com and at the door. Adult tickets $25; 
18 and under free. 

Deep in Song: A Conversation with  
Onion River Chorus’ Richard Riley
By Valentyn Smith

Arts

Richard Riley takes the helm as artistic director at Onion River Chorus in 
Montpelier. Courtesy photo.
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Summer Camps

Future Prospects
With more than 40 skiers in the Main 

Street Middle School cross-country ski 
program coached by Dan Voisin, Mont-
pelier has been growing Nordic partic-
ipation in recent years. Being part of a 
ski team is not exclusively about racing. 
Carlson noted that some skiers simply 
enjoy skiing and the social engagement 
of the team. 

The area’s Bill Koch League, a national 
program founded by Vermont Olympian 
Bill Koch, has had a chapter in Mont-
pelier since the mid-1980s. This year 
Montpelier’s league was run by Anna 

Milkowski, who coordinated Saturday 
skiing at the Country Club Road trails 
for 58 kids ages 4–11, and many of their 
parents, grandparents, or caregivers. As 
Milkowski described the program, “BKL 
is about kids learning to have fun on 
snow, not necessarily racing.”

Nordic Team
continued from page 1

The Montpelier Fire Department 
responded to a structure fire at 
4 Spring Street on March 6. It 

was doused quickly and no injuries were 
reported.

A tenant and a neighbor called in 
a report of smoke from the top of the 
building around 3:56 p.m. And when 
firefighters responded a few minutes 
later, black smoke could be seen coming 
from the roof, according to Deputy Fire 
Chief D.C. Quinn. The fire appeared to 
have been caused by wiring in the wall of 
the third floor kitchen, Quinn said, and 
since firefighters were able to respond 
within three minutes of the report, it was 
all taken care of before it could get worse.

“Had the fire started around midnight, 
it would have been a different story,” 
Quinn said, noting that the department 

would not have been able to respond so 
quickly.

“It was a fairly small fire confined to 
one area of the wall," Fire Chief Robert 
Gowans told The Bridge. “We got a call 
from both a tenant and someone walking 
by. When we got here there was smoke.” 
Gowans said first- and second-floor ten-
ants could return to their homes Monday 
night, but the third floor tenant won't be 
able to go back for a few days. 

“We’re continuing to investigate,” he 
said.

Fire trucks from Barre City, East 
Montpelier, Worcester, and Northfield 
were seen at the scene.

The building is owned by Jesse Jacobs. 
The last structure fire in Montpelier hap-
pened on Ewing Street in mid summer, 
Quinn said.

Fire Department Quickly 
Douses Spring Street Fire
No Injuries Reported
By Carla Occaso with contributions from Cassandra Hemenway

The Montpelier Fire Department quickly doused a small structure fire 
at 4 Spring Street on March 6. No injuries were reported. Photo by 
Cassandra Hemenway.
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By Emery Brush

By Emery Brush

Review: Msd3k’s ‘The Master Debater’ 

Review: ‘The Butterfly Queen’ Hits Home

Arts

“The Master Debater,” re-
cently released by Mont-
pelier artist Msd3k (pro-

nounced “em-es-dee-three-kay”), is a 
short but fun listen. The basslines are 
consistently fun and funky, and instru-
mentally were my favorite parts of the 
album. 

Across the four tracks, the real meat 
lies in tracks two and four, “Master De-
bater,” and “Master Debater 2: Here I 
Come Again.” If you didn’t get the pun, 
the album’s main themes draw com-
parison between those who consider 
themselves a “Master Debater” and the 
act described without the “De.” There 
is some wonderful wordplay here that 
will leave you laughing, and perhaps 
blushing, depending on your procliv-
ities. The album is a smart call-out to 
those who might say phrases like “Facts 
don’t care about your feelings.”

Master Debater starts off hot and 
heavy with the line “With pen in hand 
or I can do it orally, convincing all the 
people of something morally question-
able, don’t believe what I say, I’m a mas-
ter debater, I can go both ways.”

The album encourages you to read 
between the lines — and not just those 
that Msd3k raps, but also to the words 
of politicians or public figures. There are 
a myriad of double meanings in almost 
all of the songs on the album. The lyrics 
initially paint an image of a more sexual 
nature, but digging deeper you can see 
the comparisons of those on a debate 
stage, speaking loudly, quickly, and con-
fidently over their opponent with their 
theatrics and “debate skills” burying the 
truth, and that their main thesis is a lie. 
The line “All men are mortal, Socrates 
was a man, but I’ll convince you he’s 
alive cuz I know that I can” drives this 
point home.

I will not point out all the lewd met-
aphors Msd3k offers — but if you are 
curious, every single one of the quips 
is notated in the “The Master Debater 
Manual,” in case you missed them. The 
manual includes complete lyrics, tables 
of reference for, well, all the references, 
and a dictionary of all of the units of 
measure mentioned in the fun middle 
track, “Unit of measure,” along with 
credits and some notes.

In a time when stream-
ing music is immensely 
popular, it is refreshing 
to have a document 
akin to a CD booklet 
to look through and get 
a deeper understanding 
of the artist’s intent. 

Musically, the back-
ing was solid but a lit-
tle barebones, but for 
a first time self-pro-
duced album, I would 
say it’s competent. 
The funk inspirations 
are clear and I en-
joyed the organ and 
bass tracks. Addition-
ally, the backup vocalist featured on 
several songs was a wonderful addition. 

You don’t see much comedy or par-
ody music in 2023, and “The Master 
Debater” is unashamed to try and bring 
it back. It’s a great effort to bring Tom 
Lehrer-style comedy music into the 
modern day, and I am absolutely here 
for it. For fans of hip hop, laughs, or 
both, I’d recommend checking it out — 

I’m very interested to see what Msd3k 
will have to offer in the future. 

Listen to “The Master Debater” on 
Bandcamp at msd3k.bandcamp.com. The 
artist says it will soon be available on most 
streaming platforms.

“The Butterfly Queen” is an 
endearing and heartfelt 
LGBTQ+ fairy tale about, 

in the filmmakers’ words, “Choosing be-
tween your home, friends, and childhood 
dreams”— and I’m not sure I could come 
up with better words for it myself. The 
film was produced in rural Vermont, 
and the passion and creativity the team 
brought to the table comes through. 

The movie, showing at the Savoy The-
ater March 18, centers on Casey and 
Robin, two high school friends with big 
dreams. The problem is, their dreams are 
very different. Casey wants to keep their 
grandparents’ farm running and focus 
on their art, while Robin wants to see 
the world. Five years later, the pair have 
drifted apart. Casey is getting some work 
published, but it’s not enough to keep the 
farm going. Their only hope lies in their 
sketchbook, which could make them 
enough money to fix things. But when 
Robin crashes back into Casey’s life, they 
find themselves running headfirst into a 
magical world to rescue Casey’s sketch-
book, and their friendship.

The main themes of “The Butter-
fly Queen” struck home for me, and 
I have a feeling that they will for a lot 
of young folks who have grown up in 
the Green Mountain state. Casey and 
Robin’s friendship, and the differences 

between them felt personal, and their 
performances the same. 

The cinematography is beautiful — 
several shots made me want to pause the 
movie just to enjoy those frames a little 
longer. Additionally, I enjoyed the cos-
tuming on all the fantastical beings we 
meet in the film. 

Although overwhelmingly I enjoyed 
this film, a couple points caught my 
eye: the overall messaging of the movie 
seemed a little confused at times, and 
Ash’s character (played by Desponia) 

seemed a bit downplayed, which made 
it difficult to put the pieces of the story 
together and fully enjoy their arc. There 
is also one action scene toward the end of 
the movie with choreography and editing 
I found difficult to follow. 

The main cast (Kade Pintado, Des-
ponia, and Sophia Anthony) play their 
parts well and knew when to pull on 
my heartstrings when it counted. Kade 
Pintado really shines, and it felt like they 
had been living on a farm in small-town 
Vermont their entire life. 

This film does a great job at highlight-
ing experiences a lot of young people 
have as they grow into adulthood in 
Vermont, and it makes for an impres-
sive sophomore effort by director Liam 
O’Connor-Genereaux and the team at 
WalrusDice Productions. It made quite 
the impression on me, and I think it will 
for you, too. 

The film is playing at the Savoy Theater 
on March 18, followed by a Q&A with 
the director and members of the produc-
tion team.

“The Master Debater”  
cover art, courtesy of the artist.

A still from “The Butterfly Queen.” Courtesy image.
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By Cassandra Hemenway

Café NOA Opens on Putnam Street

You might know him for his bris-
kets, soups, “cans and clams,” 
or Screamin’ Ridge Farm. Now 

you’ll know Joe Buley as the force 
behind Café NOA, a new soup and 
sandwich shop on Putnam Street, in 
Montpelier, just off Barre Street (and 
along Stone Cutters Way).

Last fall, Buley planted 300 crocus, 
tulip, and daffodil bulbs in anticipa-
tion of opening the café. He didn’t wait 
for the bulbs to bloom before opening, 
though; they’ve been covered with a re-
cent spring snow dump. But the sand-
wiches on Red Hen bread are ready to 
roll.

Buley renovated the building next to 
his (former) summer barbecue location, 
with a large south-facing porch per-
fect for outdoor dining in the warmer 
weather when the awnings go up. Open 
just over a week as of press time, this 
writer enjoyed a build-your-own break-
fast sandwich, featuring Buley’s home-
made English muffins and housemade 
sausage, along with an egg, cheese, and 
a scoop of kimchi. NOA’s breakfast of-
fering starts with a basic egg sandwich, 

with a long list of add-ons to make it 
your own.

The menu includes Buley’s locally 
famous soups, plus greens from his 
Screamin’ Ridge Farm in East Montpe-
lier. Pork for sausage and bacon comes 
from Robbie Farm and Walden meats, 
but Buley grinds his own sausage.

“It’s better,” he says, “and I know 
what’s in it.”

Café NOA features a few amenities 
not seen in his next door summer 
BBQ, such as radiant heat in the floor-
ing and a raised patio overlooking the 
bike path. Early birds can get their 
breakfast sandwich at 6:30 a.m. — but 
don’t expect bacon strips or sausage 
patties: at Café NOA, they grind the 
bacon (or sausage) and cook it in with 
the egg, a departure from most other 
breakfast sandwiches, designed to spare 
customers the indignity of chomping 
down on a slab of bacon and having the 
whole thing pull out of the sandwich.

Café NOA, at 8 Putnam Street, Mont-
pelier, is open daily from 6:30 a.m. to 2 
p.m.

Food & Dining

Joe Buley stands in front of his new restaurant, Café NOA. Photo by 
Cassandra Hemenway.
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Montpelier Real Estate Transactions, March–Dec 2022
SELLER BUYER ADDRESS DATE PRICE TYPE

LTMG LLC DSP LLC 63 Barre St 3/2/2022 550,000 Comm

Jones, Fred C. & Michelle R. Newsome, Jennafer & Travis 18 Freedom Dr 3/3/2022 195,000 Condo

Senecal, Kenneth C. Kantlehner, Patrick & Lesley 409 North St 3/4/2022 270,100 Single

Fitzgerald, Betty Ann Revoc Trust Foisy, Caroline M. 100 Robinhood Circle 3/7/2022 262,500 Single

Gilmore, Susan M. Rajnak, Laura 11 Kent St 3/9/2022 185,000 Single

Hoyt, Douglas & Charlotte Hoyt, Joseph D. & Chelsey E. 246 Berlin St 3/14/2022 195,000 Single

Hutchinson, Anne & Joseph Cetrano, Lynn M. & Williams, Scott R. 6 Kent St 3/16/2022 320,000 Single

Laffal, Paul D. Follansbee Properties LLC 137 Elm St 3/17/2022 487,500 Comm

Aber, Marvin & Bernice Desrochers, Normand A. 97 Freedom Dr 3/29/2022 242,500 Condo

Bessette, Patricia S. Estate Ribolini, Stephen A. & Andrew S. 228 Barre St 3/30/2022 200,000 Multi (3)

Cobb, Jarred C. & Patterson, Caitlin M. Kidd, Robert & Adelman, Sarah 14 Fuller St 4/1/2022 370,000 Single

Picard, Megan W. Neff, Brenda 245 Towne Hill Rd 4/5/2022 430,000 Single

Falbel, Stephen M. & Warren, Lindsey A. Herman, Matthew F. & Kraybill, Jaime B. 6 First Ave 4/12/2022 700,000 Multi (2)

Calkins, William Fizpatrick, William 328 State St 4/12/2022 220,000 SF, 1 Apt w/comm 
space

Kitchen, Amanda Dowd, Sean & Veronica 170 Spring Hollow Ln 4/13/2022 745,000 Single

Desrochers, Normand A. Mamoria, Dinesh K. & Sarita D. 101 Freedom Dr 4/15/2022 194,500 Condo

Hedges, Deane F. & Raylene E. Kitchen, Amanda & Joyner, Jamie 96 Terrace St 4/19/2022 496,500 Multi (2)

Cambio, Priscilla A. & Richard F. Paull, Phillip L. 200 Gould Hill Rd 4/19/2022 417,500 Single

Barber, Gregory Donsky, Wendy S. 17 N Franklin St Unit 2 4/25/2022 175,000 Condo

Regal, Dorothea W. Robinson, Elizabeth A. & Thompson, Callen H. 385 Towne Hill Rd 4/26/2022 435,000 Single

Moody, Ellen C. Jellema, Phillip M. & Delainna M. 4 Longmeadow Dr 4/29/2022 385,000 Single

Fournier, Eric M. & Simard, Michelle Jalbert, Llewellyn E. III & Sandifer, Caroline 10 Marvin St 5/2/2022 728,000 Single

Lackey, D & C Revoc Family Trust Chace, Diana F. 3 Crestview Dr 5/4/2022 375,500 Single

Bellavita LLC Tandy, Elizabeth G. & Carver, Leslie S. 20 Pearl St 5/5/2022 425,000 Single

Mahalo LLC Clark, Aaron J. & Jenna R. 40 George St Unit 4 5/6/2022 146,500 Condo

Banse, Gregory Sluzenski, Janet E. 215 Berlin St 5/6/2022 135,000 Single

Martin, Nadene Barrett, Eli J. & Emma J. 22 Independence Gr 5/17/2022 222,500 Condo

Otis & Kennedy LLC Capital City Partners LLC 39 Court St 5/26/2022 360,000 Comm

Jasman, Jean L. Estate Amore, Richard 31 Loomis St 5/27/2022 445,000 Single

Aja Stewart, Irene Revoc Trust of 2019 Linehan, Sean & Krumholz Linehan, Caroline 4 Crestview Dr 5/31/2022 630,000 Single

Carchidi, Joseph Long, Amy K. 2832 Elm St 6/1/2022 435,000 Single

Osgatharp, Jane E. Trust 52-68 Northfield Street LLC 52-68 Northfield St 6/2/2022 815,000 3 Bldgs, 9 units

Goodwin, Stephen E. & Debra A. Hoffman, William L. & Nicole L. 1 Meadow Ln 6/6/2022 379,000 Single

Sykas, Patricia Pinard, Stephen R. & Rachel T. 42 Freedom Dr 6/7/2022 320,000 Condo

Naily Holdings LLC 9 Northfield St LLC 9 Northfield St 6/9/2022 120,000 Comm

Pfister, Donald T. Estate Hammer, Karl 1860 Main St 6/9/2022 188,000 Single 

Mohlman, Kristofer T. & Mary K. M. Sherriff, Graham A. & Gustavson, Elena S. 145 Westwood Dr 6/15/2022 552,500 Single

Kinsler, Sarah & Linder, Benjamin Casey, Christopher & Gretchen 294 Elm St 6/15/2022 325,000 Multi (2)

Householder, Brent M. & Christine J. Bosse, Richard & Ann 35 Robinhood Cir 6/16/2022 406,500 Single

Rosenthal, Sarah & Gibson, Andrew Renfrew, Cassidy 301 Berlin St 6/16/2022 240,000 Single

Tousley , Michael Devadanam, Vinay & Bruey, Jacqueline 5 Salem Ln 6/21/2022 352,500 Single

Meyer, John B. Mohlman, Kristofer T. & Mary K. 56 Westwood Dr 6/21/2022 400,000 Single

Tummala, Srinivas & Abbineni, Usha-Kiran Spencer, Eric & Ferrigno, Jessica 60 Forest Dr 6/22/2022 413,000 Single

Peterson, Christopher A. & Healy, Kate Walker, Leslie & Suggs, Lauren 46 Grandview Terr 6/22/2022 525,000 Single 

Nichol, Pauline Campbell-Nelson, Karen & John 4 Mechanic St Unit 5 6/23/2022 289,000 Condo

Weker, Jonathan L. & Riddick, Lark C. Pattee, Jonathan Hines, Ayelet 130 Trillium Hill 6/24/2022 600,000 Single

Toth, Aimee M. Seymour, Jeffrey L. E. & Cassidy N. Jay 2900 Elm St 6/24/2022 400,000 Single

Miller, Gloria P. Living Trust Murphy, Stephen J. & Cynthia A. 2 Hinckley St 6/28/2022 531,000 Single

Colombo, Richard T. & Morris, James A. Hayes, Gregory R. & Natalia I. 24 Sibley Ave 6/29/2022 586,000 Multi (3)

Chen , Yu Yu Armstrong, Sally 4 Mechanic St Unit 7 6/30/2022 299,000 Condo

Bean, Jennifer Cahill Revocable Living Trust Miller, Wayne H. & Beverly H. 34 Liberty St 6/30/2022 1,400,000 Single

Jordan, Nancy C. Perry, Robert G. 219 Towne Hill Rd 6/30/2022 459,000 Single

Citi Properties LLC Montpelier, City of 203 Country Club Rd 6/30/2022 3,000,000 Comm
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SELLER BUYER ADDRESS DATE PRICE TYPE

Hershberger, David J. & Samantha L. Higgins-Stowell, Jennifer & Stowell, Jesse W. 86 Cityside Dr 7/6/2022 505,000 Single

Larose, John P. Guillmette, Jules R. L. & Glass, Hilary 1157 Terrace St 7/7/2022 330,000 Single

Colby , John T. Kaye, Richard & Tuckman, Diane 3 Longmeadow Dr 7/8/2022 330,000 Single

State of Vermont, Buildings & General Svcs Capital City Partners LLC 13 Baldwin St 7/12/2022 385,000 Comm

Dale, Emma K. & Adam E. Willner, Charles & Cassie 62 Terrace St 7/15/2022 490,000 Single 

Collins, Brian J. & Michelle L. Coriell, Laura G. & Scott R. 110 Ledgewood Terr 7/19/2022 590,000 Single

Smith, Theodore P. & Mary B. Campbell, Richard & Zonarich, Jessica 228 North St 7/20/2022 595,000 Single

Ferrada, Joseph & Lucy Ferrada, Bradley & Christina 18 Charles St 7/21/2022 259,000 Single

Coughlin, Kevin & Aldridge, Amanda Ouellette, Racheal & Bossen, Joseph II 18 Liberty St 7/22/2022 370,000 Single

Tremblay, Katherine Cotter, Madeline & Angell, Samuel 65 Liberty St 7/25/2022 283,000 Single

Spargo, Sandra Durkee ET AL Brennan, Patrick 54 Colonial Dr 7/28/2022 275,000 Single 

Caserta, Daniela Sodergren, Elizabeth B. 24 Independence Gr 7/28/2022 260,000 Condo

Copping, Paul A. Coleman, Rebecca E. 7 Moonlight Terr 7/29/2022 205,000 Single

Sherriff, Graham A. W. Castro, Judith Ana 31 Hebert Rd 8/3/2022 432,500 Single

Coombs, Derek & Chelsea Brennan, Carolyn H. 187 River St 8/3/2022 255,000 Single

Maxham-Ferrari Investment Partnership Redfield House LLC 149 State St 8/5/2022 645,000 Comm

Bloom, Karl B. & Darryl F. Torrens, Roberta & Martin, William III 25 Summer St 8/5/2022 475,000 Single

Hall, Norma J. Durham, Craig & Mathieu, Laura 75 Berlin St 8/8/2022 255,000 Single 

Flory, Abigail R. & Elizabeth A. Musgrave, Kimberly A, & Papa, Christopher S. 35 Hubbard St 8/11/2022 665,000 Single

Rubin, Jeffrey I. Lockwood, James P. 29 Sibley Ave 8/15/2022 118,500 Land 0.39 AC

Joyce, Emma McFarland, Gayle A. & Hooper, Kara S. 5 Gaylord Dr 8/17/2022 328,000 Single

Orr, William & Catherine Revoc Living Trust Kuang, Brenda Chan, Nam 28 Freedom Dr 8/18/2022 189,000 Condo

Onion River Crossroads Inc. Laraway Youth & Family Services Inc. 111 Bliss Rd 8/22/2022 460,600 Single 

Gray, Rosanne M. Revoc Trust Hohn Charles S. Jr & Hohn Sheryl P. Family Trust 476 Elm St 8/22/2022 360,000 Single 

DeGeorge Family Revoc Living Trust Schmidt, Jessica A. 4 Shady Ln 8/23/2022 236,125 Single

Allen, Joseph R. & Lauren A. Sevi, Marcy 158 Main St Unit 1 8/24/2022 100,000 Condo

Facos, Elizabeth J. Gagnon, Danielle D. & Mangan, Steven F. 11 Liberty St 8/26/2022 392,500 Single 

Butler, George D. III GSL LLC 111 Granite Shed Ln 8/31/2022 220,000 Comm

Giannetti, Nicholas J. & Toman, Brenna R. Carver, Leslie S. & Tandy, Elizabeth G. 58 College St Unit 1 9/14/2022 255,000 Condo

J & H Properties LLC Downing St Apts LLC 0, 8-16 Downing St 9/16/2022 1,500,000 4 Bldgs (14 Units) & 
0.28 AC

Pettersen, Joann E. Adams, John & Wesley, Carolyn 27 Colonial Dr 9/19/2022 440,000 Single

Sweeney, Shannon P. & Pamela M. Robinson, Richard Dana & Susan M. 0 Shamrock Ln 9/20/2022 136,500 Land 6.20 AC

Wakefield, John S. Goodwin, Robert A. & Goldfinger-Fein, Rebecca 353 North St 9/21/2022 367,500 Single

McMahon, Jennifer & Thew, Andrea DePrince, Adam 184 Main St 9/21/2022 489,000 Single 

Chandler, Catherine Pettersen, Jo Ann F. 117 Freedom Dr 9/23/2022 290,000 Condo

Perry, Robert G. Ball, Jarod & Jessica 219 Towne Hill Rd 9/29/2022 467,500 Single

Sanskara LLC Cohen, Stephanie L. & Stephen A. 175 River St 9/29/2022 544,000 Multi (2)

see RE Transactions, page 14
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In honor of World Water Day on 
March 22, the Vermont Abenaki Art-
ists Association (VAAA) is presenting 

“Kwanitekw (Connecticut River): The 
Sustainer of Life.” The event is the 
third in the organization’s “Two-Eyed 
Speaker Series” that started Feb. 21.

The term “Two-Eyed Seeing,” was 
coined by Mi’kmaw Nation Elder Albert 
Marshall, Vermont Abenaki Artists Associ-
ation Director Vera Longtoe Sheehan said 
in an email to The Bridge. “As Marshall ex-
plains, “Etuaptmumk — Two-Eyed Seeing 
. . . refers to learning to see from one eye 
with the strengths of Indigenous knowl-
edges and ways of knowing, and from the 
other eye with the strengths of Western 
knowledges and ways of knowing.”

“This term provides a powerful and 
accessible phrase that enables us to share 
and uplift unheard Indigenous voices 
in discussions of history, archaeology, 
and ecology within our homelands,” 
Sheehan said.

With that in mind, the final event 
in the series, “Kwanitekw (Connecti-
cut River): The Sustainer of Life” will 
be presented by a panel of Indigenous 
citizens and environmental scientists 
sharing multiple perspectives on living 
in relationship with the Connecticut 
River watershed, according to the event 
description on the VAAA website.

“The VAAA has committed to this 
multi-year, multi-dimensional project 

to encourage public awareness of the 
need to protect the waters for all living 
things,” Longtoe Sheehan said. “There’s 
less clean, fresh water today than ever 
before in human history.”

Panelists include Darlene Kascak 
(Schaghticoke Tribal Nation), educa-
tion director of the Institute for Amer-
ican Indian Studies (IAIS) and tradi-
tional Native American storyteller; Vera 
Sheehan (Elnu Abenaki Tribe), director 
of the Vermont Abenaki Artists Associ-
ation and Abenaki Arts and Education 
Center; Kathy Urffer, river steward with 
the Connecticut River Conservancy; 
and Matt Devine, fisheries biologist 
with the Connecticut Department of 
Energy and Environmental Protection. 
Gabriel Benjamin, public historian and 
IAIS museum educator, will serve as 
moderator. Admission is free, and do-
nations are welcome. Registration at 
www.Abenakiart.org.

Coming together to share stories of 
the Connecticut River, Longtoe Shee-
han said, “the panelists are living exam-
ples of how various ways of knowing, 
used together, can produce a better 
outcome for the interdependent lives 
who share the waterway.”

“Our hope is to end on a note of prog-
ress,” said moderator Gabriel Benjamin.

 “The reason we are doing this pro-
gram is to raise awareness of the dan-
gers that face us — and the waters we 

all depend on,” said Longtoe Sheehan. 
“Not just that, the water can’t protect 
itself. It needs people to protect it, to 
advocate for it, and to put out a call to 
action. We want everyone to be a water 
protector.”

Previous events in the Two-Eyed Speaker 
Series were “Rethinking Indigenous Ways 

of Knowing in an Increasingly Dangerous 
World,” on Feb. 21 and “Deep Presence 
and a More Inclusive History,” on March 
7. To register for the third event in the 
series, “Kwanitekw (Connecticut River): 
The Sustainer of Life,” go to abenaki-edu.
org/vermont-abenaki-artists-associations.

Left, Darlene Kascak (Schaghticoke Tribal Nation), Education Director 
of the Institute for American Indian Studies and Traditional Native 
American Storyteller, with Vera Longtoe Sheehan (Elnu Abenaki Tribe), 
Executive Director, Vermont Abenaki Artists Association and Abenaki 
Arts and Education Center, in the IAIS exhibit gallery with Nebizun: 
Water is Life. Photo courtesy of the Institute for American Indian 
Studies.

Two-Eyed Seeing: Abenaki Speaker Series
By Cassandra Hemenway

Community

SELLER BUYER ADDRESS DATE PRICE TYPE

Scoppettone, Susan H. Runco Family Revocable Trust 313 Elm St 10/4/2022 210,000 Single

Montgomery, Carol A. Franklin, Sarah E. 9 Franklin St Unit 1 10/6/2022 229,500 Condo

Gannon, John M. & Crista H. Smith , Kristin Q. 205 Forest Dr Unit 1 10/7/2022 225,000 Condo

Jarry Yvonne M. Estate Christie, Regan J. 205 Forest Dr Unit 3 10/14/2022 219,000 Condo

Adams, John E. Medalie, Laura 5 Peck Pl 10/14/2022 315,000 Single 

Heath, Herbert B. Jr. Revocable Trust 2001 65 River LLC 65 River St 10/18/2022 1,375,000 Multi (10)

Cold Comfort LLC BIPM LLC 175 Main St 10/19/2022 585,000 Multi (5)

Pia-Needleman, Daniel A. & Jennifer M. McIntyre, Mary Anne 41 Colonial Dr 10/24/2022 385,000 Single

Seibert, Dawn M. Nevins, Piper Jo & Chagnon, Patricia A. 10 Cummings St 10/26/2022 260,000 Single

Canavan, Joseph & Amanda Rich, Hillary A.S. 7 Sunnyside Terr 11/3/2022 365,000 Single

Heinrich, Bernd Heinrich, Erica & Roy, Matthew 20 Dewey St 11/7/2022 300,000 Single

Kissam, Brenda R. Trust Kissam, Ariane Christine & DeAngelis, Richard J. 215 Barre St Unit 108 11/8/2022 210,000 Condo

Streeter, Daniel J. Trust Jaffe, Tracy Abigail, Revocable Trust 1 Bingham St 11/8/2022 425,000 Single

Doyle, Olene O. Revoc Inter Vivos Trust Floyd, Patrick W. & Landes, Lily G. 186 Murray Rd 11/10/2022 645,000 Single

Gustavson, Elena Maas, William T. & Beck, Jennifer A. 15 Foster St 11/10/2022 285,000 Single 

Doyle, Olene O. Revoc Inter Vivos Trust Houlahan, Kathleen Murray Rd 11/10/2022 100,000 Land  0.62 AC

Teran, Gustavo A. Cooper, Tristan & Champion, Joanna 29 Terrace St 11/14/2022 410,000 Single

Pepin, Brenda R. Revoc Trust Ahrens, Kelly & Lawrence, Isaac 585 Elm St 11/14/2022 665,000 Multi (3)

Peete, Brian & Natalie Halecky, Thomas & Diane 414 Sherwood Dr 11/15/2022 375,000 Single

Forcier, Gregory Estate Yindra, Hannah 12 Mechanic St 11/18/2022 420,000 Single

Edgerly Walsh, Jessica & Benjamin Wood, Micah ET AL 4 Blackwell St 11/23/2022 315,000 Single

Aacred Development Holdings LLC Leach, Kathryn 1 Ewing St Unit C 11/30/2022 385,000 Condo

Culver, Patricia Ann Estate Pia-Needleman, Daniel 6 Blackwell St 11/30/2022 195,000 Single

PACO LLC Nussbaum, Neil 7 Hillhead St 12/1/2022 315,000 Multi (2)

Pettersen, Mark M. & Gail R. Seymour, Fred H. & Margaret E. 3 Walker Terr 12/1/2022 625,000 Single 

Sarquiz, Ronald G. & Lesnak, Michelle A. Mercado, Darla & Coyle, Patrick S. 89 East State St 12/7/2022 627,000 Multi (2)

Dickinson, Floyd C. Harrington, Bernice E. & Thomas D. 250 Berlin St 12/9/2022 350,000 Single 

Garci , Lynn H. & Joan G. Garcia, Christopher & Heather 109 Grandview Terr 12/22/2022 600,000 Single

Vincent Linda C. Hagie, Christopher & Wilson, Angelica 11 Lague Dr 12/22/2022 275,000 Single

Dwell Vermont Holdings LLC Overlake Park LLC 83 East State St 12/29/2022 690,000 Multi (5)

RE Transactions  continued from page 13
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What if there was a magical pill 
that could give your child a 
boost in their IQ, promote 

their critical thinking, improve their 
memory, help them to better utilize 
both sides of their brain, increase cre-
ativity, improve math and reading skills, 
strengthen self discipline, build confi-
dence, and reduce their screen time? 

There is no pill (and if there was, it 
would definitely have side effects) but 
there is chess. According to research, 
learning to play chess gives a young 
child all of the above. With high school, 
middle school, and elementary school 
state championships coming up March 
23 in Berlin, some local students might 
be practicing even more than usual.

Are young kids really ready for that 
kind of challenge? Research tells us they’re 
more than ready. Young children’s brains 
have greater neuroplasticity (the brain’s 
ability to adapt and change) than adults. 
We see the results of that in the way they 
learn languages more quickly and in the 
way they learn chess. Both children and 
adults can be good chess players but kids 
can learn and improve more rapidly. 

So, why aren’t all families pushing 
their kids into chess? Why isn’t it a part 
of all school curriculums? Many families 
do, and many schools are adding it to 
the curriculum. But there’s a catch. If 
your child is to gain from involvement 
in chess, they have to enjoy the game. 
The positive effects of chess on the de-
veloping brain will be undermined if 
kids feel forced to play. Experts advise 
beginning in a playful way and with the 
least amount of pressure. A child might 

begin as a preschooler, but some advise 
waiting until about seven. Your child 
needs to be mature enough to accept a 
few game-playing basics, for example, 
the idea that taking turns is generally 
considered to be a good thing and the 
painful truth that if one person wins, 
another has to lose. 

Regardless of the age they begin, 
some parents may find their children 
more interested in learning chess since 
the screening of the film “The Queen’s 
Gambit.” The 2020 movie also reminded 
young girls that the game is for everyone.

Russell LaMantia is a physics teacher 
at Enosburg Falls High who’s starting a 
chess club at the school. LaMantia wishes 
more people played, especially today. 

“There’s a level of reflection needed to 
consider all the moves possible or prob-
able, as well as empathy when trying to 
understand the reaction each move will 
cause in your opponent,” he says. “These 
are two things that the pandemic (or 
social media or a combination of both) 
have taken from our students. I hope 
chess can help give it back.”

LaMantia’s 13-year-old daughter Kate 
adds, “Kids who struggle with patience 
… might struggle with the game. How-
ever … (chess) might help them to work 
through those challenges.”

One good reason to play chess might 
be the social benefit. When you think 
of the exchanges between opponents in 
a chess game, this seems unlikely. How-
ever, when you ask chess enthusiast Mike 
Stridsberg about his memories of playing 
the game as a child, he’ll tell you “In 
addition to the pure enjoyment of the 

game for its own sake, chess helped me 
to meet people — kids who were older 
or younger than I was — kids who were 
in different social circles. Without chess, 
I wouldn’t have had the chance to spend 
time with some very interesting people.”

Stridsberg has been running the Ver-
mont State Chess Championships for 
14 years. He encourages all abilities to 
attend these events, which are scheduled 
every fall and spring. Stridsberg notes 
that the fall competitions are more ca-
sual, while the winners of the state cham-
pionships in the spring earn the right to 
represent Vermont in the national events 
in the summer.

This year the spring state champion-
ships for middle school, grades 6–8, and 
high school, grades 9–12, will be held at 

the Capital City Grange Hall on April 
15. All elementary school students from 
kindergarten through grade 5 are eligible 
to compete in the elementary school 
chess championships on April 22, also 
held at the Capital City Grange Hall. 

The Bernie Sanders’ First Annual 
Youth Chess Day on March 25 will be at 
the Vermont Technical College in  Ran-
dolph. Learn to play chess session at 11 
a.m.; Recreational Tournament at 1 p.m. 
Register at sanders.senate.gov/vt-events/
first-annual-youth-chess-day.

Complete rules and registration infor-
mation can be found at vtchess.info or by 
contacting Mike Stridsberg, tournaments 
director at mike@vtchess.info. Advance 
registration is required to participate.

The Brain Game
Vermont Scholastic Elementary School Chess Championships

By Mary Cole Mello

Left, participants in the 2022 fall elementary chess championships. 
Above, Vermont Scholastic Elementary School Chess Championships, 
fall 2021, at the Capital City Grange Hall. Photos by Corinne Cooper.

Education
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My name is Jordan Heiden. I’m a 
young Vermonter who drives a 
hybrid, has 17 solar panels on 

her roof, and joyfully embraces a fully 
plant-based diet. I’m also the Keep Ver-
mont Cool campaign manager. I’ve ded-
icated my life to the climate movement, 
and despite the constant onslaught of 
gut-punching news alerts, I remain 
hopeful that a sustainable, livable future 
is possible. 

In the past year, I’ve had the unique 
opportunity to meet with hundreds of 
Vermonters all around the state. If there 

was a concert, soccer game, farmers 
market, or parade, my team and I would 
be there — rocking Keep Vermont 
Cool T-shirts, handing out stickers, and 
talking to local community members 
about climate change. No matter where 
we went — whether Saint Albans or 
Saint Johnsbury, Brattleboro, Benning-
ton, or Burlington — folks generally felt 
the exact same way we did. They cared 
a lot about Vermont and its changing 
climate, and they wanted to make a pos-
itive difference within their communi-
ties. They just weren’t exactly sure how. 

We took note of that. When summer 
shifted to fall, State Senator Rebecca 
White and I launched the Keep Ver-
mont Cool Climate Action and Advo-
cacy Tour series to provide those pas-
sionate community members with the 
tools and resources needed to act on 
climate in 2023. At each event, local 
legislators and constituents discussed ef-
fective advocacy strategies and some of 
the many next steps for tackling the cli-
mate crisis. Three months and 14 events 
later, these important conversations are 
still taking place. 

I am truly hopeful that 2023 will be 
the year we take real, equitable action 
on climate, both in and out of the State-
house. Over the course of the past 12 
months, I’ve witnessed an unstoppable 
force within our state — a momen-
tum that only continues to build. Our 
communities are resilient, passionate, 
creative, determined, and most impor-
tantly, ready to take action. 

The legislature has begun to take cli-
mate action seriously, passing the Global 
Warming Solutions Act in 2020, and 
in the two years since making serious 
investments in helping low- and moder-
ate-income Vermonters, municipalities, 
and others make the transition to low-
er-cost, cleaner energy options. While 
huge chunks of work remain, there’s 
reason for hope. 

The legislature is taking up the Af-
fordable Heat Act, which would for the 
first time create a blueprint to move 
Vermont from high-priced, price-vola-
tile fossil fuels to much cleaner, more 
affordable options. And it appears clear 
that for the first time in years the leg-
islature will also be taking a hard look 
at Vermont’s renewable energy policies, 
and hopefully overhauling them to en-
sure that far more new renewable energy 
is built, not only cutting climate pollu-
tion but also helping make our electric 
grid more resilient to the impacts of the 
climate crisis that are already on their 
way. 

Throughout my journey, I’ve met a lot 
of people like me — people who do their 
part each day to minimize environmen-
tal impact — and people who are eager 
to learn and improve however possible. 
That’s one important piece of the puz-
zle, but truthfully, it can’t stop there. 
We must also encourage our legislators 
to advance bold, effective climate bills. 
While it’s hard to imagine a perfect bill, 
it’s even harder to imagine another year 
of climate inaction. What matters most 
is that we start — things can only get 
better from there. 

Heiden lives in Barre City and works 
at the Vermont Public Interest Research 
Group. 

Why I Remain Hopeful on Climate
By Jordan Heiden

Commentary
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As a physics teacher at Montpelier 
High School, I used to give an 
assignment that asked students 

to do an informal energy assessment of 
their own homes using resources from 
Efficiency Vermont. We would have 
honest conversations about the chal-
lenges, solutions, and questions students 
had about heating their homes. For me, 
Vermont’s heating challenges are not an 
abstraction. Families need support to 
make their heating bills more afford-
able. For the sake of these families, I am 
excited to support S.5, the Affordable 
Heat Act. 

Fossil fuels are expensive. Between 
2020 and 2021, the price of propane in-
creased by 70% and the price of fuel oil 
increased 120%. Meanwhile, the fossil 
fuel industry has reported record profits. 

Vermonters who heat with fossil fuels 
are at the mercy of the fossil fuel indus-
try and global forces beyond our con-
trol. For many Vermonters this feels like 
a terrifying roller coaster of prices, and 
people are looking for the exit. During 
the same timeframe, the cost to heat 
with heat pumps stayed flat and was 
significantly cheaper than heating with 
fossil fuels.

Through this bill, every heat pump or 
pellet stove installation, weatherization 
retrofit, or biofuel gallon that reduces 
carbon emissions creates a “clean heat 
credit.” Fuel sellers will be required to 
subsidize those activities by purchasing 
credits. Some fuel dealers are already 
starting to provide that work themselves 
(for example, installing heat pumps), 
and this bill will directly encourage 
that workforce transition. What does 

that mean for you? Heat pumps will be 
cheaper. Weatherization will be cheaper. 
And there will be a larger workforce to 
get it done faster. 

Since the bill creates a “clean heat 
credit” marketplace that requires “clean 
heat” installations, it will bring down the 
price of heat-saving and carbon-saving 
measures to a level that actually makes it 
attractive enough for folks to make the 
jump. It’s hard to know what that level 
is right now, but that is the purpose of 
creating a market for clean heat credits. 
The market will find the level that Ver-
monters think is “affordable.” 

One might wonder how much this 
will raise prices on fossil fuels. The 
fact that the program’s precise cost isn’t 
written into the bill is a feature, not a 
bug. As designed, the market will do its 
work so that we can meet our climate 
requirements at the lowest possible cost 
to Vermonters. The program doesn’t 
start until 2026, and regulators will 
come back with multiple reports on 
projected costs and benefits well before 
implementation begins. Ultimately, the 
program is predicted (by EAN) to save 
each Vermont household about $7,500 
on average over time. Vermonters will 
need less fuel, and heating with less 
carbon-intense energy is much cheaper 
than heating with fossil fuels. 

When a fuel seller doesn’t meet their 
credit obligation, or if they would just 
prefer to not do the work themselves, 
they’ll pay a “designated delivery agent” 
to do the work for them. What’s a desig-
nated delivery agent? Think Efficiency 
Vermont, but for heat. You probably 
know that Efficiency Vermont offers 

incentives for equipment that can save 
you money. That is also what the des-
ignated delivery agent will do. In part, 
Efficiency Vermont was created because 
electric companies were not great at 
helping people use less electricity. Sim-
ilarly, fuel sellers have not generally 
helped their customers use less fuel. We 
need an organization similar to Effi-
ciency Vermont to protect Vermonters 
when it comes to heat. 

Since low- and moderate-income 
Vermonters are more likely to live in 
multi-family buildings, more likely to 
be renters, and more likely to need 
financial help with the transition off 
of fossil fuels, they have the toughest 
homes to transition off of carbon. That’s 
why this bill requires that low- and 
moderate-income homes are prioritized 
for clean heat work. They must be a part 
of the mix every year, instead of being 
put at the back of the line. 

The Affordable Heat Act is based on 
last year’s Clean Heat Standard, but 
improves upon it in multiple ways, most 

notably how the bill treats biofuels. I ap-
preciate that this bill quantifies exactly 
how much better or worse any partic-
ular biofuel is from a carbon pollution 
perspective relative to fuel oil. All biofu-
els are not equal, and the program will 
value each biofuel appropriately based 
on their total (including embodied) car-
bon emissions, and the allowable carbon 
pollution is ratcheted down over time. 

Let’s not forget, the cost of doing 
nothing is almost unimaginably high. 
The cost to local and global ecosys-
tems, the cost to human health, all 
add up. And who will be paying those 
costs? Our children. We can no longer 
shirk our carbon pollution responsibil-
ity. Most of us need help to make the 
transition off of carbon, and this bill 
will provide that help. Please join me in 
supporting the Affordable Heat Act.

Senator Anne Watson, Washington Dis-
trict, is the former mayor of Montpelier 
and a teacher at Montpelier High School.

The Affordable Heat Act: How it Works
By Sen. Anne Watson

Commentary
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FRIDAY, MARCH 10
NORTH: Paintings by Elizabeth Nel-
son. Friday, 4 to 7 p.m.; Saturday and 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. The Front, 
6 Barre Street. Paintings of the beauty 
and fragility of the colder climates of 
Vermont, Iceland, and Norway. Exhibit 
runs March 3 to April 2, 2023.
Gallery Reception — Beyond the 
Plovers, Flat Clouds. 4:30 to 6:30 
p.m. (Drop in). Artist’s talk at 5:30 
p.m. North Branch Nature Center. Bird 
Collages by Gabrielle Dietzel and Bird 
Anthology by Howard Norman.This ex-
hibit presents three-dimensional collages 
and shadow boxes created by collagist 
Gabrielle Dietzel as a visual response 
to literature about birds. These include 
poems, haiku, historic and scientific doc-
uments, memoirs, and quotes collected 
by writer Howard Norman for an an-
thology.
Ecstatic Dance. 7 to 9 p.m. Christ 
Church, 64 State Street, Montpelier. 
Free-form, body-centered dance practice 
for discovering and expressing authentic 
body movement. All are welcome. Christ 
Church auditorium. COVID masks re-
quired. Questions? Email edancevt@
gmail.com

SATURDAY, MARCH 11
Animal Tracks and Signs Walk. 2 to 
3:30 p.m. New Shelter, Hubbard Park. 
Join naturalist Gail Johnson for a walk 
to learn how to decipher animal tracks 
and signs (feathers, fur, nests, etc.) and 

see the animals themselves. We’ll con-
centrate on track patterns and shapes as 
taught by The Tracker, Tom Brown Jr. 
Johnson will have animal sign props to 
share and photos. Free.
Luck O’ the Irish Craft and Vendor 
Sale. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. American Le-
gion Post 10, 320 North Main Street, 
Barre. Got cabin fever? Come check out 
the Luck O’ the Irish Craft and Vendor 
Sale. We have a wonderful assortment of 
crafters and vendors for your shopping 
pleasure.
The Truth About Reading. 5:30 p.m. 
Norwich University, Mack Hall Audito-
rium, Northfield. This documentary by 
John Corcoran and Nick Nanton illumi-
nates our nation’s struggles and solutions 
to improve literacy for all Americans, 
from early elementary education through 
adulthood. After the film, a speaker panel 
will present their experience with literacy 
in Vermont, featuring a student, parent, 
teacher, college professor, and literacy 
leader, followed by a Q&A from the 
audience. For more information, contact 
Vermont IDA-NNEA members Cynthia 
or Mack Gardner-Morse at gardner-
morse@gmail.com or 802-223-5738.

SUNDAY, MARCH 12
Ridgeline and Lingonberry Jam in 
Adamant. 3 to 5 p.m. Adamant Com-
munity Center. Ridgeline, five teen mu-
sicians from Washington County, play 
Irish, Scottish, and Cape Breton tunes. 
Plus Lingonberry Jam, traditional dance 
music from Sweden.

Dance, Sing, and Jump Around! 3 to 
4:30 p.m. Capital City Grange, Route 
12, Berlin. A family dance for all ages, 
circle and line dances and singing games, 
all taught and called by Liz Benjamin 
and Stan Carlson, live traditional music 
by Aaron Marcus and friends. Suggested 
donation, $5 (no one turned away)! For 
more information, call 802-223-1509.

TUESDAY, MARCH 14
Robin’s Nest Nature Playgroup. 
10 a.m. to noon. North Branch Nature 
Center, Montpelier. For children ages 
0–5 with a parent or caregiver. Registra-
tion not required. Robin’s Nest Nature 
Playgroup is a free activity for families 
to gather, learn, and play in nature. Join 
us for two hours of spontaneous play, 
exploration, discovery, song, nature in-
spired crafts, and oral storytelling.This 
program is entirely outside, so be pre-
pared with water, snacks, and clothing 
for staying warm and getting wet!

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15
Beacon of Light. Studio Place Arts, 
201 Main Street, Barre. Exhibit runs 
through April 29. A social commentary 
group exhibit exploring current topics 
with installations, constructions, and 
other art, exhibited in the main floor 
gallery. Studio Place Arts is a working 
art center with art exhibits, artist studios, 
and a classroom for educational activi-
ties. For more information, call 802-479-
7069 or visit studioplacearts.com
Vermont National Guard’s 40th 
Army Band. 7:30 p.m. House cham-
ber, Vermont Statehouse. The uncon-
ventional woodwind quintet “5 Above” 
from the Vermont National Guard’s 
40th Army Band invites you to leave the 

Vermont winter behind and set off on a 
musical world tour. Free and open to the 
public.

THURSDAY, MARCH 16
NORTH: Paintings by Elizabeth Nel-
son. 5 to 6 p.m. The Front, 6 Barre 
Street, Montpelier. Artists talk. See de-
scription under March 10.

FRIDAY, MARCH 17
Cure for Cabin Fever Weekend. 
During retail hours, downtown Mont-
pelier. Come downtown Friday, March 
17 through Sunday March 19 to expe-
rience all Montpelier has to offer: store 
discounts, demos, talks, and tours. For 
more information, go to montpelieralive.
com/cabinfever.
Ecstatic Dance. 7 to 9 p.m. Christ 
Church, 64 State Street, Montpelier. See 
description under March 9.
Second Annual Sleep-Out for 
Homelessness. 4 p.m. Northfield. 
Every night in this country, 40,000 
United States veterans have no place to 
call home. The Veterans’ Place, Inc., in 
collaboration with Norwich University’s 
Center for Civic Engagement, is host-
ing its Second Annual “Sleep-Out for 
Homelessness” encampment to join in 
solidarity with unhoused veterans and 
raise awareness of Veteran homelessness. 
In-person and virtual options. Event ends 
Saturday at noon. Register by March 12. 
For more information, go to vermontvet-
eransplace.org/events.

SATURDAY, MARCH 18
Meals 2023 Gala. 5 p.m. Montpelier 
Senior Activity Center, 58 Barre Street, 
Montpelier. March for Meals is cele-
brated every March as an annual com-

CALE N DAR  OF  E VENTS
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memoration of the 1972 signing of the 
Older Americans Act amendment, which 
created Meals on Wheels. As the city of 
Montpelier’s Meals on Wheels program, 
FEAST Senior Meals is hosting a party 
to celebrate with the FEAST commu-
nity, highlight food security issues, and 
raise funds for our program. RSVP for 
the gala at montpelier-vt.org/marchfor-
meals.
Capital City Winter Farmers Mar-
ket. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Barr Hill Dis-
tillery, 116 Gin Lane, Montpelier. Fresh 
produce, prepared foods, and artisan 
crafts in the capital of Vermont. For 
more information go to capitalcityfarm-
ersmarket.com or email manager@mont-
pelierfarmersmarket.com
Celtic Equinox. 7 to 9 p.m. Wiley 
Building Auditorium, Cabot. Celebrate 
St. Patrick’s Day with “Irish Session on 
Main” featuring singer Norman Ken-
nedy. An evening of song, stories, music, 
and dance — all celebrating the music of 
Ireland and songs of Scotland. Tickets: 
$17 to $20. For more information, go to 
cabotarts.org
“The Butterfly Queen.” 8 p.m. 
Savoy Theater, Montpelier. Created in 
Vermont’s Northeast Kingdom by a 
mostly home-grown team, “The Butter-
fly Queen” is a farmpunk fairytale like 
you’ve never seen. Casey (a non-binary 
sheep farmer/cartoonist) and Robin (a 

committed vagabond) are lost in a mag-
ical forest, struggling to find Casey’s 
sketchbook so they can get the heck 
back home. Unfortunately, the Butterfly 
Queen wants the sketchbook too, and she 
makes the rules. “The Butterfly Queen” 
is the winner of Best Feature Film at the 
2022 Chicago International Indie Film 
Festival. Suggested donation $10.

Montpelier Contra Dance. 7:40 to 
11 p.m. George Marshall calling and 
music by Peter Siegel (electric guitar), 
Joe Fitzpatrick (drums), Cedar Stanis-
treet (fiddle), and Aaron Marcus (piano). 
Everyone welcome! Newcomers lesson at 
7:40 p.m. Gender-neutral role terms used 
and all dances taught. Please bring a pair 
of clean, soft-soled shoes and a mask. 

Surgical, N95, or KN95 masks required. 
Please don’t come if you have any symp-
toms. Questions? Call 802-225-8921.

TUESDAY, MARCH 21
Robin’s Nest Nature Playgroup. 
10 a.m. to noon. North Branch Na-
ture Center, Montpelier. See description 
under March 14.

N IG HT  L IFE
WED, MARCH 8
Ramblin’ Dan Stephens. 7 p.m. 
Bent Nails Bistro, 4 Langdon Street, 
Montpelier.

THU, MARCH 9
Ira Friedman & Friends (Jazz). 7 
p.m. Hugo’s Upstairs, 118 Main Street, 
Montpelier.
Open Mic with Artie. 7 p.m. The 
Whammy Bar, 31 West County Road, 
Maple Corner, Calais.
Miranda Rae / Lillian and The 
Muses / Chris Waltom. 7 p.m. Bent 
Nails Bistro, 4 Langdon Street, Mont-
pelier.
JD Tolstoi. 8 to 11 p.m. Charlie-O’s, 
70 Main Street, Montpelier. Never a 
cover. 21+.

FRI, MARCH 10
D Davis and Danny Coane. 7 p.m. 
Hugo’s Upstairs, 118 Main Street, 
Montpelier.
Mark LeGrand and Sarah Munro. 
5 p.m. Eames Brothers. 7 p.m. Bent 
Nails Bistro, 4 Langdon Street, Mont-
pelier.
Blue on Blue. 9:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. 
Charlie-O’s, 70 Main Street, Montpe-
lier. Never a cover. 21+.

SAT, MARCH 11
Atom and the Orbits. 7 p.m. Hugo’s 
Upstairs, 118 Main Street, Montpelier.
Trivia with Dillon Burns. 7 p.m. The 
Whammy Bar, 31 West County Road, 
Maple Corner, Calais.
Rob Ervin. 5 to 8 p.m. Bear Naked 
Growler, 186 River Street, Montpelier. 
Pointe Noir Cajun Band. 7 p.m. 
Bent Nails Bistro, 4 Langdon Street, 
Montpelier.
The Apollos (Rock). 9:30 p.m. to 
12:30 a.m. Charlie-O’s, 70 Main 
Street, Montpelier. Never a cover. 21+.

SUN, MARCH 12
Open Mic with Justin. 8 to 11 p.m. 
Charlie-O’s, 70 Main Street, Montpe-
lier. Never a cover. 21+.
Pool Tournament. 8 p.m. Charlie- 
O’s, 70 Main Street, Montpelier. Never 
a cover. 21+.

MON, MARCH 13
Trivia with Brain. 8 p.m. Charlie-O’s, 
70 Main Street, Montpelier. Never a 
cover. 21+.

TUES, MARCH 14
Kip De Moll. 7 p.m. Bent Nails Bistro, 
4 Langdon Street, Montpelier.

Karaoke with DJ Party Bear. 9 p.m 
to 12 a.m. Charlie-O’s, 70 Main Street, 
Montpelier. Never a cover. 21+.

WED, MARCH 15
Les Dead Ringers. 7 p.m. Bent Nails 
Bistro, 4 Langdon Street, Montpelier.

THU, MARCH 16
Ira Friedman &  Friends. 7 p.m. Hugo’s 
Upstairs, 118 Main Street, Montpelier.
Open Mic. 7 p.m. The Whammy Bar, 
31 West County Road, Maple Corner, 
Calais.
Live Comedy/Good Gravy (blue-
grass). 7 p.m. Bent Nails Bistro, 4 
Langdon Street, Montpelier.

FRI, MARCH 17
The Steppes. 7 p.m. Hugo’s Up-
stairs, 118 Main Street, Montpelier.
Nancy Smith and Tanya MaGrath/ 
The Nailers. 7 p.m. Bent Nails Bistro, 
4 Langdon Street, Montpelier.
Dad?! Everybody’s Favorite Irish Drink-
ing Songs Band (Rock). 9:30 p.m. to 
12:30 a.m. Charlie-O’s, 70 Main Street, 
Montpelier. Never a cover. 21+.

SAT, MARCH 18
Steve Goldberg Quintet (Jazz). 7 
p.m. Hugo’s Upstairs, 118 Main Street, 
Montpelier.

Folk Talk Trio. 7 p.m. The Whammy 
Bar, 31 West County Road, Maple 
Corner, Calais.
Rust and Ruin. 5 to 8 p.m. Bear 
Naked Growler, 186 River Street, 
Montpelier. 
Shanty Rats/Unruly Allies. 7 p.m. 
Bent Nails Bistro, 4 Langdon Street, 
Montpelier.
Abby Jenne (Roots). 9:30 p.m. 
to 12:30 a.m. Charlie-O’s, 70 Main 
Street, Montpelier. Never a cover. 21+.

SUN, MARCH 19
Open Mic with Justin. 8 to 11 p.m. 
Charlie-O’s, 70 Main Street, Montpe-
lier. Never a cover. 21+.
Pool Tournament. 8:30 p.m. Char-
lie-O’s, 70 Main Street, Montpelier. 
Never a cover. 21+.

MON, FEBRUARY 20
Pinball Tournament. 7:15 p.m. (6:30 
sign up). Charlie-O’s, 70 Main Street, 
Montpelier. Never a cover. 21+.

TUE, MARCH 21
Lip Synch Battle. 7 p.m. Bent Nails 
Bistro, 4 Langdon Street, Montpelier.
Karaoke with DJ Party Bear. 9 p.m 
to 12 a.m. Charlie-O’s, 70 Main Street, 
Montpelier. Never a cover. 21+.
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Winter afternoons in our house 
are very peaceful. Fireplace 
glowing, recliner back, feet 

up, reading while listening to classi-
cal music on Vermont Public (whatever 
that is!), watching the snow pile up out-
side the window. It is in fact easy to get 
TOO comfortable. 

That is why, of course, grandchildren 
were invented. When they arrive, it’s 
like a SWAT team has tossed a box full 
of flash-bang grenades into the house 
and burst in the door yelling commands 
through bullhorns. 

It’s not that our grandchildren are 
deliberately disruptive. They just have 
different priorities. If they arrive in the 
late afternoon or evening for an over-
night visit, the first casualty is the TV 
news hour, as the channel is flipped to 
something less boring than advertise-
ments for laxatives or prescription cures 
for plaque psoriasis. The audio dialog 
changes abruptly at a critical moment 
from: “Discontinue use if you notice a 
lump or swelling in your . . .” to “Kwa-

zii! Sound the OCTONAUT ALERT! 
Whoo-op! Whoo-op! Whoo-op!” Every-
thing I know about snot sea cucumbers 
and slime eels I learned from Captain 
Barnacles.

The dining room instantly becomes 
an art studio and the table is strewn 
with images of flying unicorns and ma-
chines of war in galaxies far, far away. 
And the coffee table becomes a gam-
ing table for board games (which pro-
vide endless opportunities for playful 
banter: “You moved too many spaces” 
“Did NOT!” “Did TOO!” “Did NOT!” 
“CHEATER!”). There is no longer a 
place to put up your feet because the 
foot stool has been repurposed into a 
pedestal for the latest stuffed animal. 
And the granddog has taken your spot 
in the recliner.

In fact, there is barely any room to 
walk because the entire contents of the 
back bedroom closet has been relocated 
to the living room floor, and to carelessly 
stroll about in bare feet is to risk a foot 
injury from stepping on a Hot Wheels 
car, a Holstein from the Playmobil farm, 
or, most painful of all, a stray Lego 
block.

And although it may seem you are in 
the way in your very own house, it is not 
as if you are not wanted. No! Far from 
it. Your presence is more essential than 
ever: 

“Where’s Grammie?” 
“She’s in the shower.” 
“I need Grammie!” 
“Well, she can’t help you right now, 

she’s taking a shower. Can I help you?” 
“I need to go POOP!” 
(Me silently): “Yikes!”
If you throw in the granddog, the 

demolition of peace and quiet is ampli-

fied tenfold. Our granddog is a magnif-
icent physical specimen who can, and 
often does, sprint the entire length of 
the house and back in 0.50 second for 
no apparent reason. And if there is a 
squirrel sighting, he can dance along 
a windowsill like a ballerina en pointe 
without disturbing the bric-a-brac that’s 
already there. Still, if you remember the 
band of musicians on the Muppet Show, 
he has the crazed, wild-eyed, open-jawed 
personality of the drummer – the one 
with the spiked collar and a chain for a 
leash named “AN-I-MAL!”

Just a few days ago, as granddog was 
leaping gazelle-like over furniture, he 
sprang into the recliner and then put 
his forepaws up on the headrest. His 
momentum was such that the chair re-
clined and began to tip over backwards. 
It became an NFL Slo-Mo replay. Out-
stretched like a wide receiver catching a 
pass in the end zone, he rode the chair 
over as it crashed into the tall ceramic 
vase that held the huge fern that nor-
mally resides on the screen porch in 
summer. The vase instantly became a 
pile of jagged shards as he nimbly leapt 
sideways off the chair unscathed.

If you want to increase your enjoy-
ment during a grandkid visit, consider 
confining them — kids and dog — in 
a small space such as the back seat of 
an SUV. 

Granddaughter: “Grammie! H___ 
used both cup holders in the armrest. I 
have nowhere to put my cup.” 

Grammie: “H____, can you please 
make space for your sister’s cup?” 

Grandson (whining): “But then I 
won’t be able to eat my carrot sticks.” 

Granddaughter: “Eww! I HATE car-
rots!” 

Grandson: “No you don’t! You love 
carrots.” 

Granddaughter: “Do NOT!” 
Grandson: “Do TOO!” 
The cross-rebuttals go on for several 

more minutes before Judge Grammie 
makes a ruling from the bench. In the 
meantime, granddog has positioned 
himself with his hindquarters in the back 
seat, where his wagging tail equitably 
whacks each kid in the face; his front 
feet on the center console; and his head 
between me and Grammie, where he 
proceeds to pant in my face with a breath 
that indicates he has somehow located 
and consumed a decaying mackerel.

According to Grammie, all this is the 
fun of hosting our grandchildren. And 
I suppose she’s right, because after the 
teeth are brushed and the story book 
read, and they sink down to sleep be-
neath their comforters, the sea of com-
motion becomes calm, just like before 
they arrived, and peace settles back into 
the house, at least until morning. Why, 
you can even sit in your recliner again 
— if you can convince granddog to 
vacate it. 

JOBS • JOBS • JOBS

Commentary
Life Is Grands

By Larry 
Floersch
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If I have a spiri-
tual practice, it’s 
identifying na-

ture. I like putting 
names on things. 
Give me a rock 
pool and a guide 
book, and I’ll hap-

pily flounder around in it, trying to 
identify anemones and chitons and 
snails. I could do this all day; I know, 
because there are days when I have.

Recently, I had the opportunity to put 
names on a whole bunch of things I 
hadn’t ever seen or experienced before. I 
went to New Zealand for two months this 
winter. I waited five years for cheap flights 
to come up, and when they did, I bought 
them within an hour of hearing about it. 

My work allows me flexibility of loca-
tion, and with colleagues already living 
in New Zealand, no one could exactly 
tell me not to go. I worked out of li-
braries and cafes when I couldn’t tether 
easily. I slept in a van I bought online, 
made new friends, and visited old ones. 
I climbed some mountains, looked for 
Aragorn and Frodo in various land-
scapes, and spent a good deal of time 
imitating the accent poorly and singing 
songs from “Moana” under my breath. 

But mostly I took photographs and 
sound recordings of every living thing. 
Photographs and recordings are cheap 
these days; I estimate I took more than 
5,000. Almost all of them went up on 
the website “iNaturalist,” which is a site 
where you can say, “I saw this thing,” 
and other people will say, “Oh, that’s a 
Pohuehue.” Of course it is, I’d respond 
in my head. And the next time I saw a 
Pohuehue, I’d be able to name it, too.

Sometimes this was difficult — I never 
did get a great grasp on the varieties of 
ferns. And sometimes it was impossible. 

You can’t always identify a lichen in the 
field, and it is surprisingly difficult to 
find tools for field microscopy on the 
slopes of Mount Doom. 

But, by and large, most animals and 
birds that humans can see easily are 
also easily identifiable. By the end of my 
trip, I was able to walk through a trail 
anywhere on the two major islands and 
name most of the plants, identify most 
of the bird songs fluting over them, and 
know where I was in the landscape, eco-
logically speaking.

This work was also exhausting. Up-
loading photos takes forever on a bad in-
ternet connection. In all that time, I only 
finished reading a single book — every 
spare moment was spent wading through 
streams looking for mud snails, turning 
over logs for crazy ants, and generally 
making a nuisance of myself in the land-
scape. I spent hours looking at braided 
rivers, scanning for wrybills, to no avail. 

The act of naming things is fun, but 
why did I put myself in that position? I 
was perpetually filled with an emotion 
akin to anxiety, constantly counting 
and looking to nail names from a lan-
guage dead 2,000 years on trees that 
never did me any harm. The act seemed 
violent at times. Waking up at 3 a.m. 
to look for another type of kiwi is 

distinctly unamusing (especially to my 
partner who was trying to sleep). 

The easiest answer is that I am an ad-
dict. I was hooked as a child on small bits 
of dopamine, released after learning to 
name a thing. Not just birds. I assume my 
mother talked about my first words to her 
friends (I wasn’t there, as far as I recall). 
Later, I learned that I could use words 
to get what I wanted: apples, cheese, an-
other trip to Mad River Glen. Using lan-
guage to form and communicate abstract 
thoughts is part of what makes us human. 
Knowing that all of those little white dots 
flying near the ferry were fairy prions is 
just an extension of that.

But, more than that, I think naming 
things is a spiritual act. Consider the 
ngaio of the coasts, how it grows. What 
does it mean to be a living thing called 
a ngaio? I can describe how to know 
one — the leaves, the translucent pores 
underneath. I can give you the Latin 
name, Myoporum laetum, and tell you 
that the species name means “happy” 
and the genus name means “mousehole.” 
I can tell you the Māori believe there is a 
ngaio in the face of the moon. I can tell 
you about how beautiful her flowers are. 

And I know these things because I 
spent time learning how to name one. 
I wouldn’t, otherwise. It’s true that a 

rose by any other name would smell as 
sweet — but almost nobody tells us to 
stop and smell the maple buds in the 
morning. Appreciation comes from dif-
ferentiation. Put another way, wonder 
comes from going through a doorway 
into someplace new — and naming is 
the only way to open that door. Mary 
Oliver warns us that attention is the 
beginning of devotion. I think language 
is the next step on that path. 

We don’t often think of cataloging 
dead specimens as a spiritual act. Or 
flipping through Sibley’s guide to birds, 
trying to identify the black-capped 
chickadee, or Poecile atricapillus (“col-
orful black-capped” in Latin), or “keje-
gigilhasis” in Abenaki. I don’t see why 
that is. What could be more devotional 
than that?

Commentary

By Richard Littauer

The Way I See It  
How I Name What I See
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Pet of the Week: 
Lucinda

Friendly gal seeking a home with a 
sunlit spot or fireplace to call my 

own. I am easy to please, and like to live 
with mellow feline friends who are like-
minded. I don’t go looking for trouble 
and tend to mind my own business. I did 
live in a home with a canine and having a 
dog around is NOT for me. Do you have 
a relaxing environment free of any dogs 
that I could live in?

Central Vermont Humane Society
1589 Vermont Route 14S
East Montpelier 
802-476-3811 
centralvermonthumane.org

The Comics

Community Photos

WELCOME HOME: Dawn McConnell, owner of The Cheshire Cat, in the new location of her store at 17 State 
Street, Montpelier. Photo by Rick McMahan

SNOW HIGH: Devon Deyhle, 52, skiing the streets of Montpelier, 
coming down the hill from National Life at the intersection of Routes 
12 and 2. See the video at @talltruck on Instagram. Photo by Jhonny 
Zapata.

KERUBO IN THE HOUSE: KeruBo a Vermont-based singer/songwriter 
born in Kenya, performed Wednesday, March 1, in the well of the 
Vermont State House as part of the ongoing series of Farmers Night 
programs. KeruBo’s music draws on musical influences from traditional 
African music to gospel, Afro-jazz, and blues with a mission for social 
justice. There are five more programs in the series. Photo by Paul 
Carnahan.
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study of the Montpelier water system 
by consulting engineering firm Dufresne 
Group of Barre. The study is being con-
ducted as part of the city’s application to 
renew a state permit to operate its drink-
ing water system. At press time, a draft 
version of the study was being reviewed 
by city and state officials but was not 
publicly available. 

However, Montpelier City Manager 
Bill Fraser said the city feels “pretty 
good” about the draft study. “It will lay 
out a couple of things to do to address 
pressure, but does not involve pressure 
reducers and expensive pumps around 
town,” he said. “It will highlight the 
highest priority lines to work on.”

Public interest in the 50-year plan has 
been heightened after revelations that 
water mains in Montpelier are breaking 
every other week, on average, and that 
pressure in the water system is well above 
state standards. The issue came to the 
forefront after high pressure caused pipes 
inside the Baird Street apartments to fail 
last August, leaving residents without 
water for days.

Under Pressure to Reduce the 
Pressure

The high pressure and frequent water 
main breaks have also been causing pres-
sure-reducing valves in homes and com-
mercial buildings to fail prematurely, 
according to local plumbers, and valve 
failures have in some cases led to dam-
aged appliances such as hot water heaters 
and toilets. The city does not reimburse 
property owners for these expenses.

Montpelier Public Works Depart-
ment Director Kurt Motyka explained 
that the Dufresne study will “provide 
alternatives to reduce the frequency of 
water breaks and recommend one of 
the alternatives for moving forward. If 
the state approves the recommendation, 
the city has 60 days to develop a sched-
ule for implementing the recommended 
alternative. Then the state will have to 
approve that as part of our permit to 
operate.”

“There is no easy answer,” Motyka 
said. “There is no alternative that is 
cheap or easy to implement.” Due to 
public interest in the subject, he said 
he will post the hydraulic study online 
when it is completed.

The 50-Year Plan
The current 50-year plan was first de-

veloped in 2016, and an updated version 
was outlined in a June 3, 2021, memo by 
then-Finance Director and now Assistant 
City Manager Kelly Murphy. The plan 
calls for $14.8 million in water pipe-
line improvements from Fiscal Year (FY) 
2021 to FY2047, with another $54.3 
million in improvements in the FY42-
to-FY72 period, plus $13.3 million in 
in-house work of 450 feet per year by 
DPW over 50 years.

Replacing sewer lines under the 50-
year plan would reach a similar total, ac-
cording to the memo, with over 70% of 
the work scheduled for the last 30 years 
of the plan. The memo shows “extra 
pipe work” of $1 million a year for both 
water and sewer starting in FY41. Mur-
phy acknowledged that the cost of doing 
projects “has really gone up” recently.

Asked why so much of the pipe re-
placement occurs in the back half of 
the 50-year plan, Murphy said the city 
doesn’t have enough bond capacity to 
fund more work in the short-term. The 
city has a policy limiting citywide debt 
service to 15% of revenue, a level the city 
has recently reached.

“Ideally, we could be able to invest 
[in pipe replacement] right away, but in 
order to keep rates stabilized and our 
debt service policy intact,” more of the 
replacement work occurs later in the 50-
year plan, she said. 

A chart in the plan shows the city’s 
debt service declining beginning in 
FY25 and continuing to drop over the 
next 15 years. But Murphy noted that 
in addition to the borrowing needs for 
water and sewer lines, there could be 
other city bonding demands in the fu-
ture. These could include borrowing for 
a new recreation facility, road and bridge 
repair work, and perhaps new sewer and 
water pipes and a second road to serve 
the former Elks Club site, depending on 
what is planned there.

Dana Nagy, drinking water commu-
nity operations section supervisor for 
the state of Vermont, has been critical of 
the city’s existing 50-year plan in light 
of frequent water main breaks, some of 
which led to 60 boil water notices issued 
in the last five years. He has also said 
Montpelier’s water pressure is unaccept-
ably high.

 “This situation can put public health 
at risk … A five-year period with this 
many breaks is not acceptable,” Nagy 
told The Bridge earlier this winter.

Motyka has acknowledged the city has 

an aging water system, with some water 
pipes over 100 years old. 

“That combined with the high pres-
sure we have is a challenge for our com-
munity,” he said in a budget overview 
video made Dec. 16. But he believes 
that high pressure is not the main cause 
of the city’s frequent water main breaks.

“I think it’s really the aging of the 
piping,” he told The Bridge.

Montpelier is not alone in facing the 
challenges of aging underground infra-
structure. Big cities from New York to 
Chicago to Los Angeles are experiencing 
frequent water main breaks, and the 
leaks are leading to a loss of water. 

The Environmental Protection Agency 
estimated in 2014 that public water sys-
tems lose, on average, one-sixth of their 
water — mainly from leaks in pipes, 
according to The New York Times. For-
mer city councilor Justin Turcotte said 
he saw an estimate once that suggested 
a significant amount of water was leav-
ing the Montpelier treatment plant and 
never arriving at homes and businesses.

Water Treatment Plant — Finally 
Paid for in 2024

Another former city councilor, Stephen 
McArthur, served in 1991 and 1992 as 
chair of the city’s first committee to 
study building a water filtration plant, 
which was eventually constructed and 
became operational in 2020. Before that, 
Montpelier had no filtration plant and 
simply added chlorine and chloride to 
the water from Berlin Pond, according 
to Motyka.

“I recall our engineering consultants 
and Steve Gray (former public works 
director) telling us we were building 
an expensive plant that would provide 
wonderful water, but that we needed to 
be thinking strongly about replacing our 
distribution pipes soon,” McArthur said

City Manager Fraser, who began work-
ing for Montpelier in 1995, said the cost 
of using water and sewer fees to pay for 
the $6.1 million in bonds issued to pay 
for the plant was so high that there was 
no capacity to begin a major effort to re-
place the water pipes or sewer pipes while 
the bonds were being paid off, delaying 
that work.

According to city Finance Director 
Sarah Lacroix, voters approved the $6.1 

million to build the water treatment 
plant in November 1990. This ended up 
consisting of two loans: a $2.6 million 
bond on which the final payment was 
made in December 2021, and a $3.6 
million bond, consolidated with an addi-
tional $750,000 bond approved in 1996, 
that will see its final payment made in 
December 2024.

How to Pay for Pipe 
Replacement: Water Fees or 
Property Tax?

In 2022, the total annual payment on 
the remaining bond was about $490,000. 
Once that is paid off, Fraser said, the city 
will be able apply that amount, plus other 
water and sewer revenue already being set 
aside for pipes, so that “we might be able 
to spend $750,000 to $800,000 per year 
toward pipe replacement,” starting in 
FY24 or FY25. Public Works is assessing 
whether it would be better to spend that 
amount each year or to apply it toward 
a new bond for pipe replacement work, 
Fraser said.

Fraser said city policy is to have users 
of the water and sewer systems pay for 
replacement through fees. Funding pipe 
replacement via the property tax would 
have been legal, but would mean that 
water and sewer users who do not pay 
property taxes — such as the state, non-
profits, U-32, and Berlin users including 
the hospital — would not be contribut-
ing to the replacement costs. That leaves 
the burden on water and sewer fees.

“Faced with the question of whether 
we drastically raise water rates to fix 
pipes or wait and hit replacement hard 
after the bond is paid off, every city 
council … agreed it would be ridiculous 
to raise rates that much,” Fraser said. 
“Has that led to more leaks? Probably.”

To boost funding somewhat in the 
meantime, the city council decided in 
2017 to raise water and sewer rates by 
the rate of inflation plus 1%, Fraser said. 
For the fiscal year beginning July 1, that 
means water and sewer rates are going 
up 8.7%. Last July 1, the rates went up 
8.1%, for a total of a 16.8% fee increase 
over two years. 

This is part two of The Bridge’s series 
about water in Montpelier. Stay tuned for 
part three. 

Pipe Replacement
continued from page 1

A water pressure gauge in the 
basement of city hall shows a 
water system pressure of 192 
pounds per square inch (psi) 
recently. Pressure levels are lower 
at higher elevations. The state of 
Vermont believes water system 
pressures should range from 35 to 
90 psi. Photo by Phil Dodd.
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