
When the East Calais General 
Store closed in December 
2019, joining the closing of 

country stores in Woodbury and North 
Montpelier, an 18.6 mile stretch of Route 
14 from East Montpelier to Hardwick 
became a food desert. It was a sad sight.

But the citizens of East Calais are 
doing something about that. Driving by, 
you will see and hear the sound of con-
struction on the historic building.

The East Calais Community Trust 
has been raising funds to renovate and 
restore the historic building that has 
been home to a store since the 1850s. 
They are committed to revive the store 
as a local source for food including fresh 
produce, with a kitchen offering a deli 
and grab-and-go meals.

Besides offering food and household 
staples, the general store will provide a 
gathering place and coffee bar featuring 
locally roasted coffee. It will also have 
a well-designed kitchen offering fami-
ly-style meals along with access to WiFi 
and restrooms. The current construction 

plan also includes three apartments on 
the second floor.

One important step was finding a per-
son with the same vision as the East Cal-
ais Community Trust to run the store. 
Jess Quinn, who lives a half mile down 
the road, was selected as that person. “I 
was drawn to it,” she remembers, driving 
by the store, and then, three months 
later, seeing a posting by the Community 
Trust in the Hardwick Gazette seeking a 
store operator. “In the back of my mind, 
I wondered ‘What if?’ The two-page let-
ter of intent was easy to write,” she said. 

After several Zoom calls and an inter-
view with the board, Quinn was voted 
unanimously to be the store operator and 
was offered the position. 

“I’ve managed several properties and 
ran a farm market in Maine, lived on 
site, and learned a lot from that experi-
ence. One of my goals is to provide great 
food and to create a long-lasting com-
munity space. As a kitchen manager and 
chef for the Twin Valley Senior Center, 
I hear stories about the store from the 

elders. It was a big heartbreak for the 
community.”

Quinn is excited about the construc-
tion work. “My favorite part is designing 
the store and kitchen to run efficiently. I 
am challenged by only being allowed to 
use electric appliances and not burning 
petroleum products,” she said. “I have 
experienced a lot of moments of seren-
dipity since taking on this project with 
continued support from the community. 
I have been meeting with many people 
who want to help. I’m also excited that 
the Central Vermont Chamber of Com-
merce is so active and committed to new 
business success.”

Quinn has been writing grant propos-
als and is launching a GoFundMe cam-
paign to raise money for much needed 
equipment. This startup project is expen-
sive because it is a blank space, starting 
from scratch.

The Trust’s goal is to support the suc-
cess of the store and hopes Quinn can 

The Vermont College of Fine Arts 
(VCFA) has dropped two pieces 
of big news in the past week: a 

buyer has come forward for three of the 
college’s campus buildings, and after 
hearing from dozens of disgruntled 
neighbors, the college has withdrawn 
its application to the city of Montpelier 
for a “Campus Planned Unit Develop-
ment.” The college is hosting a public 
meeting on March 2 for a community 
discussion about the sale of Crowley 
Center, Martin House, and Gary Li-
brary, three of the smaller buildings on 
campus.

Although announcement of the sale 
and withdrawing the application hap-
pened within a couple days of each 
other, VCFA President Leslie Ward said 
they are unrelated. 

“The college listened to neighbors 
who came to the [Planned Unit De-
velopment] hearings, and after hearing 
concerns from local residents that they 
would not be comfortable changing 

Three VCFA 
Buildings 
Have a Buyer
College Withdraws 
DRB Application

see VCFA Buyers, page 20

By Linda Radtke

By Cassandra Hemenway
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see General Store, page 21

Jess Quinn will be running the East Calais General Store once it’s rebuilt and ready to open. Photo by John 
Lazenby.
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The Montpelier Rotary Club will 
host one forum for city mayoral 
candidates and a second forum 

for city council candidates in contested 
races on Feb. 27 in council chambers 
at Montpelier City Hall. The mayoral 
forum is planned for 12:30 to 2 p.m. 
Council candidates will be introduced 
in a session from 3 to 4:30 p.m. The 
events are free of charge and open to 
the public.

Managing Editor Cassandra Hemen-
way of The Bridge will serve as moder-
ator of the live, in-person event. Viewers 
can also watch live from ORCA Media 
on Comcast channel 1085 and online 
at orcamedia.net. The forum will be re-
corded and available for later viewing at 
orcamedia.net.

Hemenway invites Montpelier voters 
to send questions they’d like her to ask 
candidates to editor@montpelierbridge.
com. 

“We’re accustomed to having candi-
dates for local office present their ideas to 
the Rotary Club, but this is the first time 
we’ve hosted a forum that is open to the 

public,” said Kim Bent, founding artistic 
director of Lost Nation Theater and pres-
ident of the Rotary Club of Montpelier 
for 2022–2023. “This event contributes 
to our mission of serving our community 
and we’re pleased to be able to present it.”

Montpelier’s election will take place 

on Town Meeting Day, March 7, with 
voting by Australian ballot from 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. at city hall. Registered voters 
can also request and file mail-in ballots 
from the Vermont Secretary of State’s 
“My Voter Page” at mvp.vermont.gov/.

Three candidates are running to re-
place former mayor Anne Watson, who 
resigned after being elected to the State 
Senate for Washington County. They 
are Montpelier residents Dan Jones, Jack 
McCullough, and Richard Sheir. Each 
candidate will have a chance to introduce 
himself and outline his vision for the 
city. Moderator Hemenway will also pose 
additional questions.

Six candidates are running in con-
tested races for three seats on the city 
council. In District 2, Sal Alfano is 
running against Merrick Modun to fill 
a one-year vacancy. In District 3, Tim 
Heney will appear on the ballot along 
with Thomas M. Abdelnour in a race for 
a two-year term. Although prospective 
candidate Zachary Hughes missed the 

deadline for filing a valid petition, he has 
announced that he will run as a write-in 
candidate in District 3 and has been in-
vited to participate in the forum.

Two candidates are also seeking 
re-election in uncontested races. They 
are Lauren Hierl in District 1 and Pelin 
Kohn in District 2. Both candidates are 
seeking election to a two-year term.

“We are grateful to Cassandra Hemen-
way and The Bridge for participating in 
this event, and to ORCA for broadcast-
ing it.” Bent added. “The forum will help 
Montpelier voters decide who will lead 
our city in the year ahead.”

To see a preview of the kind of ques-
tions that will be asked at the forum, and 
how mayoral candidates responded, see 
“Montpelier Mayoral Candidates Speak 
to Country Club Road, Infrastruc-
ture” in the Feb. 8 issue of The Bridge, 
or find it online at montpelierbridge.
org/2023/02/montpelier-mayoral-candi-
dates-speak-to-country-club-road-infra-
structure/.  

The Montpelier Rotary Club is a pro-
fessional service organization with local 
and international programming that 
seeks to create friendly relationships and 
cooperation among the peoples of the 
world. Among its local programs are the 
middle school backpack program, the 
Kitzmiller Memorial Coat Drive, and 
annual scholarships for local high school 
seniors, awarding more than $50,000 
each year. The Montpelier Rotary Club, 
in concert with Rotary International and 
the world’s 4,200 Rotary clubs in 118 
countries, are also engaged in a long-
range campaign to eradicate polio world-
wide. 

 The Club meets twice per month on 
Mondays and will celebrate its 100th 
anniversary on June 9.

—press release

ElectionsMontpelier Rotary and The Bridge Present 
Candidate Forums Feb. 27

Advertise in the bridge. call rick: 802-249-8666

Top row, from left, Sal Alfano and Merrick Modun are running for the District 2 city council seat. Bottom row, 
from left, Tom Abdelnour, Tim Heney, and Zack Hughes are running for District 3. Courtesy photos.

Montpelier mayoral candidates, from left, Dan Jones, Jack McCullough, and Richard Sheir. Courtesy photos.
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Montpelier Writer Goes Viral
The social media outlet TikTok brought overnight global recognition to Montpelier’s 
Lloyd Devereux Richards, pushing his 2012 thriller “Stone Maidens” to the top of the 
Amazon Best Seller list. The sudden recognition came from a TikTok video posted by 
his daughter, Marguerite, on Feb. 7. Viewers responded with a torrent of comments 
about the video, many calling Richards an inspiration to aspiring writers. The heart-
warming story was covered by print, broadcast, and digital outlets all over the world, 
including The Washington Post, USA Today, the BBC, the Sydney Morning Herald 
in Sydney, Australia, and more. As of Feb. 19, “Stone Maidens” is number two on the 
Amazon Best Seller list after having reached number one a few days earlier. Originally 
from New York City, Richards is a former attorney living in Montpelier in the College 
Street neighborhood. He can often be seen walking the back roads of East Montpelier, 
as is also memorialized in one of Marguerite’s TikToks.

Penzo Pizza Co. Hits Main Street
Replacing “The Social” sign in front of the Inn at Montpelier is a new one: “Penzo 
Pizza Co.” “We are thrilled to be opening a restaurant after all the love the last few 
years in our food truck,” states their website penzopizza.com. Now they will be 
serving food at 147 Main Street, 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday. The 
menu includes roasted meatballs, fried calamari, salads and roasted brussel sprouts, 
pasta, and, of course, pizza. Pizza varieties include items called “Mary Margherita,” 
“Truffleufagus,” and “Lou BBQ.” The headline “Penzo Pesto” has pesto, mozzarella, 
sun-dried tomatoes, spinach, artichoke, feta, and red onions.

K9 Gets Body Armor
The Montpelier Police Department’s K9, “Atlas,” is on track to get a donated set of 
body armor. He will get a bullet- and stab-protective vest because of a donation from 
the nonprofit organization Vested Interest in K9s, Inc. Delivery is expected within 
10 weeks. According to the department Facebook page, “Interest in K9s, Inc. accepts 
donations at vik9s.org.”

Montpelier Police Cracking Down on Illegal Parking
Be careful when you park illegally in Montpelier: your neighbor could snap a photo 
and forward it to the police. The Montpelier Police Department recently posted sev-
eral photos of cars parked at yellow-painted curbs, spots with diagonally painted lines, 
and other areas where parking is prohibited. The department reiterates how Vermont 
law prohibits this conduct and that offending vehicles could be ticketed or towed. We 
all know we aren’t supposed to park illegally … but, if it is just for a quick errand … 
or on a weekend?

—compiled by Carla Occaso
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These last days of February — so special yet hard to put a finger on! Is it simply 
the sense that something is happening, or about to happen? I can feel the heat 

of the noon sun now. The morning and afternoon light is full of warm colors, with 
purple shadows on any patch of remaining snow. Then comes a gray day with a cold 
wind, and just when it feels bleak and as though winter will never end, the wind dies, 
the sun comes out again, and there is the sound of water, gently dripping, running, 
echoing in a storm drain. 

NATURE WATCH
Artwork and words by Nona Estrin

History Corner

Remembering Mrs. Appleyard

Mrs. Appleyard was the pseudonym used by Louise Andrews 
Kent of Calais’s Kents Corner. Below are nuggets from her 

1941 book, “Mrs. Appleyard’s Year.”
January  Mrs. Appleyard “counts her rosary of faults” for the 
New Year. She has a habit of buying unnecessary antiques and 
looking up words in the dictionary during meals.
February  “Puddles are of course a February problem. The 
snow that was white on Monday is brown sugar on Tuesday 
and muddy pools on Wednesday.”
March  “No matter how often she encounters this month, she 
doesn’t think she’ll live through it. Sometimes she doesn’t care 
whether she does.”
April  “No spring is really spring unless she has stood for a 
few moments under a 30-year-old forsythia and looked up 
through it into the soft blue of an April sky.” If the flowers are 
soon covered by a late snowstorm, all the better….
May  At last, the road stops looking like melted lava.
June  June is the time for “hot-pail” picnics, with cooked 
lunch in thermos jars eaten on a hill with enough lemonade 
for “several camels.”
July  In July she watches morning mist rise above Spruce 
Mountain, or bluebirds among the chokecherries.
August  “Another of the most musical sounds in the world, 
Mrs. Appleyard says, is the tinkling crash of a large window-
pane as a baseball slams through it.”
September  “Corn is being cut, chopped, and stored in silos 
so that no worthy Jersey or Guernsey may be without her due 
portion of vitamins next winter.”
October  The family leaves Kents Corner in the fall leaving 
the house empty. “Word will go around in field-mice circles 
… The wind will try to get in, too.”
November  Mrs. Appleyard thinks of the Pilgrims who “were 
appreciative of a few squashes and pumpkins; grateful for the 
fact that their friends and families had not all died of plague 
and hunger.”
December  “Mr. and Mrs. Appleyard belong to different 
schools of thought on the subject of Christmas cards. Mr. 
Appleyard likes to save them for one vast orgy of opening on 
Christmas Day. His wife likes to open them as they come, 
choosing the handsomest and the funniest to put on the 
living-room mantlepiece.”

By Carla Occaso
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Sliding at Sabin’s Pasture
To the Editor:
I was pleased to see and read Paul 

Carnahan’s article “The Ski Tow on Sa-
bin’s Pasture” in the Feb. 8 issue of The 
Bridge. I wanted to add some informa-
tion to expand on the article. I lived in 
the neighborhood from 1968 to 1978, 
and when I wasn’t in school I spent the 
bulk of my time year ’round exploring 
Sabin’s Pasture. I’m not sure when it 
happened, but at some point the rope 
tow was removed from the big hill across 
the stream and relocated to the smaller 
hill directly below the back parking lot 
for the college. I probably started my ex-
plorations of the pasture at age five or so, 
and there was no rope tow on the big hill 
at that time. However, the big hill was an 
irresistible destination for sliding (or, for 
flatlanders, “sledding”), and my friends 
and I were there quite a bit every winter. 
It was a pretty fast and exciting ride 
down that steep hill, and the question 
in our minds was always “When I get to 
the bottom, can I jump over the stream, 
or will I crash right into it?”

Thanks again for that piece of Mont-
pelier history.

Carl Quesnel, Montpelier

XC Skiing and Housing 
Can Coexist

To the Editor:
I am concerned about both the af-

fordability of housing in our area and 
maintaining public access to skiing at the 
former Elks Club property. Currently, 
the property is the primary Nordic ski-
ing site for the Montpelier area, and the 
only area groomed specifically for skiing 
with other uses kept on separate trails.

 Why is it important to maintain 
skiing access at the Elks Club? It is im-
portant to what kind of community we 
are building and its livability. Skiing at 
the Elks can be amazing. People of all 
ages from babies being towed in pulks to 
seniors. It is the primary skiing site for 
both the middle and high school teams 
as well as a youth program. It’s part of 
the reason a former Montpelier middle 
school skier won a medal at the junior 
world championships as well as part of 
the reason three Montpelier natives have 
been to the Olympics. These programs, 
including grooming, are run by volun-
teers.

The other groomed trails have such 
heavy foot traffic that they are often 
unskiable. Maintaining skiing access at 
the Elks Club will require trail design to 
be built into the property development 
design. Those trails need to have a very 
limited number of road crossings. 

It is not a choice between housing 
or skiing — it is possible to do both. 
Skiing in Ottawa last year, for exam-
ple, I found that the trail went through 
housing developments with minimal 
road crossings and good quality groom-
ing. As an existing public use, including 
widespread community participation, a 

youth program, and middle- and high-
school teams, skiing deserves as much 
consideration as other uses. It is possible 
to construct housing at the Elks Club in 
a way that maintains recreation.

Jason Serota-Winston, Montpelier

Work Together to Plan 
Housing 

To the Editor:
Before I went to the meeting on the 

proposed plans for the former Elks Club 
property, I wanted a lot of housing there. 
At the meeting I learned that although 
we bought the property with the prom-
ise that the city could do that, most of 
the land is too steep to build affordably. 
Also, the access road — U.S Route 2 — 
is already congested and there is no easy 
mitigation. There is also no reasonable 
route for a new road. Therefore, we can-
not use the property for anything that 
causes many people to be entering or 
leaving at approximately the same time.

There are other areas closer to down-
town Montpelier on which to build: 
Northfield, Barre, and Terrace streets. 
Therefore, our most economical way to 
get more housing is to purchase or per-
mit land for housing on one or more 
of those sites and leave the Elks Club 
site mainly for recreation. For the same 
money we’d get both the new housing 
and the recreation site. 

Since we all agree that we need new 
housing, perhaps it is time for the abut-
ters to those properties to meet with the 
city council and decide TOGETHER 
how to do it. Maybe they should be 
thankful for the time they’ve had to 
enjoy undeveloped land and not insist on 
that privilege extending forever.

Dvora Jonas, Montpelier

Where the Potholes Live
To the Editor:
I am concerned about the dreadful 

state of some of the streets in the city. I 
live on the worst street in the city, in my 

opinion, and it has been the worst for 
years. It’s North Street, folks, where the 
potholes live.

When I inquired of our Department of 
Public Works recently of when it might 
be fixed, I learned that there is no date 
for reconstruction. A temporary resur-
facing may occur before a major rebuild 
takes place, but — guess what — there is 
no date for that either! 

Two larger issues are shaping the woe-
ful state of North Street and some other 
city streets. The first is our city’s paving 
policy, which a staff person there sum-
marized as “We don’t do the worst streets 
first.” Well, it sort of makes sense from a 
purely engineering perspective, but the 
human dimensions of this policy — 
the real day-to-day implications of this 
policy — have apparently never been 
explored by our actual policy makers. 
The concept is to spend our dollars on 
keeping the good streets in good shape, 
but it puts the “worst” streets on the back 
burner. We’ve suffered for years, with no 
end in sight. Thanks a lot!

Steve Sease, Montpelier

Will Trade Schools Help 
with the Housing Crisis?

To the Editor: 
There has been a lot of talk about 

building housing in central Vermont in 
the news I have been exposed to of late. 
Ironically, one of the developments has 
been put off until 2025 because of the 
inability to hire a contractor.

I have been hearing it is impossible to 
hire a carpenter, plumber, or electrician 
in the last few years. Is this because of 
COVID? I think it has more to do with 
the fact that parents encourage and even 
force their kids to attend colleges instead 
of trade schools and apprenticeships. Per-
haps if that had not been such big a deal 
5–10 years ago, we wouldn’t be in this 
crisis now.

Dianne Richardson, Montpelier

Letters to the Editor Commentary
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Another person has declared 
his run for a Montpelier City 
Council seat, but you won’t see 

his name on the ballot. After having 
missed the deadline for filing a valid 
petition with the city, Zack Hughes is 
running as a write-in candidate for Jen-
nifer Morton’s District 3 seat. Morton 
has opted to step down after serving on 
the council for 18 months. 

City Council Shake Up
The council will have at least two 

new members after Town Meeting Day 
on March 7, with two contested races. 
Hughes joins Tim Heney and Tom Ab-
delnour in vying for Morton’s seat in 
District 3. In District 2, former councilor 
Conor Casey left to represent Montpelier 
in the Vermont Statehouse, and current 
District 2 council member — and the 
council president — Jack McCullough is 
stepping aside to run for mayor. Merrick 
Modun and Sal Alfano are running for 
the one-year term in District 2 to com-
plete McCullough’s term.

Incumbent Lauren Hierl is running 
unopposed for the two-year term in Dis-
trict 1. Pelin Kohn — recently appointed 
to fill Casey’s vacated seat until Town 
Meeting Day, is running unopposed for 
a two-year term in District 2. 

All the city council candidates have 
been invited to a forum sponsored by the 
Montpelier Rotary Club and The Bridge 
on Feb. 27. (See story on page 2). 

Who is Zack Hughes?
A former 2013 city council candidate, 

Hughes works part-time for Washington 
County Mental Health Services as a 
peer support worker and assistant direc-
tor at Maple House, an overnight peer 
crisis site. He also serves on Montpe-
lier’s Homelessness Task Force and the 
city’s Restroom Committee (of which 
he says “the city could have invested in 
a restroom or two in the city instead of 
forming a committee to do it.”). Hughes 
also served on a 2011 committee to ad-
vise city council about the Montpelier 
Police Department’s purchase of tasers.

Why is he running for council? “I’d 
like to bring some outside perspective 
around the types of services I volunteer 
and work for — social services — and 
bring my experience around looking out-
side the box at different challenges the 

city has faced,” Hughes said in an inter-
view with The Bridge.

Hughes, who has cerebral palsy and 
uses a wheelchair, said “It’s hard in my 
situation to get around to get all these 
signatures. I did go out — I didn’t realize 
how difficult it was going to be.” He got 
within eight signatures of the 25 needed, 
and had some spoiled signatures from res-
idents who didn’t realize they weren’t in 
his district. He was given a grace period of 
one day to get the remaining signatures, 
but during that time, he said “I thought 
I was having a medical event” and spent 
several hours in the emergency room.

“It’s challenging for me to get signa-
tures,” Hughes said. “I’d have to have 
someone help me do it. I don’t drive a 
car. I can’t knock on people’s doors be-
cause of accessibility. It cut me down to 
getting on Main Street and just sitting 
there and taking my chances. … I was 

encouraged by how many people came 
up to me. … It’s not easy to actually run 
for office. Is not easy to be on council — 
it’s a decision process.”

Hughes said his priorities are infra-
structure and housing, but “the thing 
most important for me is to bring atten-
tion to issues around social services and 
a new fresh energy perspective. That’s 
how I’m seeing my run, and any runs in 
the future.”

To learn more about other city council 
candidates, attend or tune into the can-
didate forum on Feb. 27 at city hall and 
broadcast by ORCA Media, and see “New 
Faces on City Council” in The Bridge’s 
Feb. 8 issue, or online at montpelierbridge.
org/2023/02/new-faces-guaranteed-in-
next-city-council. Several candidates have 
posted their position statements on the city 
website, at montpelier-vt.org/922/City-
Voter-Guide.

Voting is on Town Meeting Day, always 
the second Tuesday in March. This year 
the election occurs on March 7, from 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m. at city hall. Registered vot-
ers can also request and file mail-in ballots 
from the Vermont Secretary of State’s “My 
Voter Page” at mvp.vermont.gov.

Hughes Runs for Council as a Write-In Elections

By Cassandra Hemenway

Zack Hughes. Courtesy photo.
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City officials are working on cre-
ating a new stormwater utility 
that will fund stormwater-re-

lated services and improvements. The 
stormwater utility will be funded by a 
new assessment on all Montpelier prop-
erties, including those owned by the 
state and by nonprofit entities.

“Our intent is to make this a new en-
terprise fund, like the water and sewer 
fund, with fees based on the amount 
of impervious surface,” said Montpelier 
Public Works Director Kurt Motyka. 
“We expect the fee will be under $150 
a year for a typical single-family home.” 
Fees will be higher for homes and other 
properties with more impervious sur-

faces, like large driveways, parking lots, 
and rooftops.

Motyka said the city hopes to have the 
utility up and running in July and said 
bills could go out as early as September. 
The stormwater utility was identified as 
a priority in the city council’s fiscal year 
2023 strategic plan, according to the 
city website.

The website says a stormwater util-
ity “provides a more transparent and 
adaptable way to fund stormwater man-
agement.” It will allow the city to plan 
for the replacement of aging stormwater 
infrastructure, as well as allow for more 
proactive operations and proper staffing 
levels, the website states. Motyka said the 

city’s stormwater infrastructure has been 
underfunded in the past, and some metal 
stormwater pipes are now “rotting out.”

The utility will support activities such 
as catch-basin cleaning, street sweeping, 
flood mitigation projects, green infra-
structure, and capital improvements. 
Many of these are currently funded 
by the property tax, but the funding 
change will probably not lead to a tax 
reduction.

“I can’t say it would result in a reduc-
tion in the property tax,” Motyka said. 

“I think it will result in more infra-
structure replacement.” He noted that 
state and nonprofit buildings currently 
exempt from property taxes would get 
charged by the stormwater utility, just 
as they are charged for water and sewer 
services.

According to Motyka, several other 
Vermont municipalities have created 
stormwater utilities, including South 
Burlington, Colchester, and other towns 
in Chittenden County.

Montpelier To Create Stormwater Utility; 
New Fee Coming For Property Owners
By Phil Dodd

News

Notes: The Montpelier municipal tax rate would rise 7.6% if the municipal budget 
passes. The Montpelier school tax rate would rise 1.4% if the school budget passes, while 
the Roxbury school tax rate would drop 9.59%. However, actual Montpelier rates will be 
adjusted down with the reappraisal. Many Montpelier taxpayers will see lower increases 
than shown because they qualify for income-based municipal and school tax relief.

Montpelier Residential FY 24  
Tax Increases If Budgets Pass
Assessed  
Property Value

Municipal Tax School Tax Total Tax

$200,000 +$191 +$46  +$237

$300,000 +$287 +$69 +$356

$400,000 +$382 +$92 +$474

support local Business: 
Tell Them you saw it in the Bridge!
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CVRAN’s Annual March Arts Marathon
By Natasha Eckart Baning

Arts

For the last three years, the Central 
Vermont Refugee Action Network 
(CVRAN) has held a March Arts 

Marathon to raise funds to support the 
asylum seekers and refugees who have 
relocated to Vermont. 

Last year, more than $68,000 was 
raised, and this year the network is look-
ing to increase that amount in order to 
provide help with housing, living ex-
penses, and legal fees for the 19 asylum 
seekers and nine Afghan refugees it is 
currently assisting.

The Central Vermont Refugee Action 
Network has dedicated itself to creat-
ing welcoming communities for asylum 
seekers, refugees, and migrant workers. 
To date, the grassroots organization has 
sponsored a total of 20 asylum seekers 
from Central and South America, Africa, 
and Russia. 

Volunteers at the nonprofit network 
help welcome these new Americans by 
providing host families; raising funds for 
basic living expenses; helping with regis-
trations and school enrollment; and pro-
viding transportation to appointments, 
schools, and stores. They also assist by 
providing driving lessons and help with 
the purchasing of cars. 

In order to continue this work, the or-
ganization has invited the public to par-
ticipate in its annual March Arts Mara-
thon as either an artist or as a sponsor.

Artists such as painters, writers, poets, 
musicians, sculptors, photographers, or 
multimedia artists who are interested 
in participating can register up through 
the end of February at cvran.org/#mam. 
Participating artists commit to inviting 
friends, family, and neighbors to sponsor 
the art they will be working on each day 
during the month of March. 

Currently, 30 participating artists have 
registered and will be exhibiting art-
work created using the following medi-
ums: water color, paint, ink illustrations, 
digital illustration, block prints, collage, 
animation, multimedia, photography, 
fiber, writing, poetry, song, and voice. 
To see the art that was created over the 
last few years, please visit the gallery at  
cvran.org/gallery. 

If you are interested in sponsoring one 
or more artists, you can also visit cvran.
org/#mam. You will see a list of partici-
pating artists, along with a small blurb 
about why the artist is participating and 
what they will be creating. Website vis-
itors can select an artist to sponsor and 

fill out a simple form for a one-time do-
nation. After signing up, the artist is no-
tified about the sponsorship. In return, 
sponsors will receive outreach (email, 
blog, instagram, etc.) from the artist 
that includes pictures or files showcasing 
their art, as well as possible writings or 
musings that describe the artist’s process. 

For additional information about the 
marathon, please contact Nicola Morris 
at nicolamorris@mac.com. Those in-
terested in additional ways to support 
CVRAN can donate to the organization 
at cvran.org/donate or sign up to be a 
volunteer at cvran.org/volunteer-registra-
tion.

Artist and writer Nicola Morris is one of the participating artists in 
the Central Vermont Refugee Action Network’s annual fundraiser, 
the “March Arts Marathon.” This image, a detail of one of Morris’ 
watercolors, is courtesy of the artist.
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This is a paid commentary and does not reflect the opinions, reporting, or ideas of Bridge Community Media.

The annual city election is right around the cor-
ner. The actual election day is Tuesday, March 7, 
with polls open at city hall from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Early voting will begin in mid-February as always. 
Please note that ballots will NOT be mailed to all vot-
ers this year.

Key Ballot Items
Article 5 is for the request to withdraw from the 

Central Vermont Public Safety Authority (CVPSA) 
made by the city council. The Barre City Council is 
making a similar request.

Article 6 is for the request to dissolve the Central 
Vermont Public Safety Authority (CVPSA) made by the 
CVPSA Board of Directors. They are making a similar 
request in Barre.

Articles 14–16 are for amendments to bonds that 
were approved last year. Article 14 provides greater 
flexibility for the use of the funds within the listed 
projects. Articles 15 and 16 change the term of the 
bonds from 20 years to 30 years to match low-interest 
financing awarded from Rural Development. These 
do not approve additional funding or nullify last 
year’s approvals.

Annual Report: The annual report will be available 
in hard copy at city hall, the library, the senior cen-
ter and the schools. It will also be available online in 
searchable PDF form at the city’s website www.mont-
pelier-vt.org.

FY24 City Budget
As usual, the annual election includes voting on 

the city and school budgets as well as other items. 
For this year, the overall (city and school combined) 
tax rate is up 3.9% — an average of only 1.65% over 
the last two years as compared to the average 6.75% 
inflation rate over that same time frame.

Guidelines
This year’s budget presented challenges due to 

the fiscal impact and continued disruption caused by 
the COVID-19 pandemic and high inflationary factors. 
The leadership team approached the budget with the 
following guiding principles:

• Implement strategic plan.
• Retain and stabilize staffing levels. 
• Continued investment in infrastructure.
• Deliver responsible services.
• Stay within inflation rate. 

Key Budget Factors
The following major factors impacted the budget. 

• Increased cost, demand, and delay for products 
and services. 

• Funding for full staffing at levels effective for re-
cruitment and retention.

• Implementation of key infrastructure projects 
working with prior year investments.

• Clear direction from the city council about priori-
ties.

• Revenue recovery and restoration at levels on 
trend.

• Higher inflation rate than in recent years, as docu-
mented through the Consumer Price Index (7.7%) 
and Social Security COLA (8.7%).

Property Tax Impact
• The net result of revenues and expenses is that 

$11,495,881 in property tax revenues are required 
for the municipal portion (non-school) of the 
budget. This is an increase of $839,174 (7.9%) from 
FY23.

• Requires a 9.55 cent (7.6%) increase in the prop-
erty tax rate. For the average residential property, 
this tax rate represents an increase of $217.81 on 
the tax bill. 

Budget Numbers
• FY24 general fund budget totals $17,383,101, 

which is an increase of $1,243,680 (7.7%) from the 
comparable FY23 spending plan. 

• FY24 general fund non-tax revenues total 
$5,390,869, which is an increase of $400,804 (8%) 
from FY23 non-tax revenues.

• Consistent with the council’s fund balance policy, 
no general fund balance is used to offset the bud-
get and reduce taxes. 

• Revenues from the state of Vermont such as high-
way aid and grand list maintenance funding have 
been assessed based on experience. Payment in 
lieu of taxes (PILOT) revenue was adjusted to re-
flect actuals, categorically state/local PILOT is up 
by $67,489. Local rooms, meals, and alcohol tax 
revenues were adjusted up by $42,000 to reflect 
the current revenue trend from local restaurants 
and hotels.

• Grand list value was held the same as the FY23 
level. With the projected grand list, $88,193 rep-
resents one cent on the tax rate, while approxi-
mately $100,000 represents one percent on the 
tax rate.

Infrastructure
• The Capital Projects, Equipment, and Debt Ser-

vice Program is funded at $2,153,500, essentially 
level fund over FY23 at $2,149,165, averaging 
11.8% from FY22 to FY24. Of that, $641,805 is for 
projects and $363,500 is for equipment, $1,148,195 
is in existing/projected debt service. 

• The capital plan as presented, over the next 5 
years, restores steady-state funding at $2.4 million 
and grows the future steady-state baseline by 
4.2% inflationary average.

• In FY23 the city invested $30 million in projects 
and equipment. Work is slated to be done in 
FY24. Projects include East State Street, Main and 
Barre Street intersection, Phase 2 of the water 
resource and recovery facility, net-zero energy 
plans, and Confluence Park (TBD). In FY24, State 
Route 2 is scheduled for paving; the match is 
included in the capital plan for sidewalks. This 
year the focus is on projects in the pipeline and 
opportunities to leverage city money for federal 
infrastructure money. 

 
Personnel

• All city staff positions are fully funded in the FY24 
budget. This budget also includes funding for the 
sustainability and facilities coordinator as well as a 
communications coordination to reflect strategic 
priorities.  

• Cost of living allowances, step increases, and base 
wage adjustments are built into all employee 
wage and salary accounts consistent with collec-
tive bargaining agreements and personnel poli-
cies. 

Operating
• Police: Funding supports core services and the 

recruitment and retention of police officers. The 
police budget continues the contractual rela-
tionship with Capital Fire Mutual Aid System for 
dispatching services. The Police Department con-
tinues sharing administrative support with the Fire 
Department. Includes funding for a social worker 
position shared with the city of Barre.

• Fire and Emergency Services: Paramedics con-
tinue to be successfully integrated into the de-
partment. 

• Public Works: They are focusing on implementing 
the stormwater utility, completing the major up-
grade to the water resource recovery facility, and 
future state transportation planning. The depart-
ment is gearing up to manage the many projects 
that will be moving forward in the next year.

• Government Services: The finance, IT, and man-
ager departments are maintaining staffing and 
increasing funding for tech support. Includes full-
year funding for the sustainability/facilities coordi-
nator and communications coordinator positions.

Other Services
• $61,077 in funding for the downtown improvement 

district is shown in the budget as both expense 
and revenue.

• Montpelier Alive is funded at $32,600 with $4,500 
for July 3 and other celebrations.

• Montpelier Energy Advisory Committee remains 
at $5,000. 

• Social equity consultant remains at $10,000.
• The Green Mountain Transit My Ride system re-

mains at $40,000.
• Homelessness Task Force remains at $45,000.
• The budget includes funding for the monthly 

Montpelier Bridge article.
• Housing task force is fully funded at $110,000 (ear-

marked for Country Club Road Project, total proj-
ect work funding $250,000).

• Economic development funded at $100,000 (ear-
marked for Country Club Road Project, total proj-
ect work funding $250,000).

• Public Arts Commission is funded at $10,000. 
• Committee Stipend Program at $20,000.
• Legislative advocacy, $15,000.
• Social worker, Washington County Mental Health 

(WCMH), $20,000.
• Wrightsville annual appropriation. Increase $8,000 

for a total of $20,000.
• Parks Commission, $5,000.

Thank you for your interest in Montpelier city gov-
ernment. Please vote on March 7 or before. Feel free 
to contact me at wfraser@montpelier-vt.org or 802-
223-9502 with questions or concerns. All the above 
referenced documents including the budget, the an-
nual report, and the ballot items are available in their 
entirety at www.montpelier-vt.org.

A Message From City Hall
This page was paid for by the City of Montpelier.

Annual Voting on March 7 and More
By William Fraser, City Manager
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Summer Camps

Barre City Council Candidates Vie for Votes
By Carla Occaso

Elections

All three Barre City Coun-
cil incumbents: Emel Cambel 
of Ward 1, Edward “Teddy” 

Waszazak of Ward 2, and Samn Stock-
well of Ward 3, must fight for their seats 
this year. 

Up against Emel Cambel for Ward 1 
is Timothy Boltin. Like Cambel, Boltin 
is also a former school board member. 
His Facebook page says he has lived 
here for 18 years and that he is originally 
from South Carolina. He says he be-
lieves there should never be hunger and 
never be homelessness. Cambel’s website 
does not include details of her platform. 
Ward 1 includes the areas of Elmwood 
Cemetery and Spaulding High School.

Teddy Waszazak, incumbent for Ward 
2, is defending his seat against Rose-
mary Lynn Averill. Waszazak has served 
on the council for four years. He has the 
endorsement of State Senator Andrew 
Perchlik. Waszazak says in his pamphlet 
that he is working to build a Barre that 
is affordable and healthy. Averill is a for-

mer planning commissioner whose term 
ends this year. She doesn’t mention any 
platform issues on her Facebook page. 
Ward 2 includes the areas around Hope 
Cemetery, the Vermont Historical Soci-
ety, and Route 302.

In Ward 3 Samn Stockwell must fend 
off Tina Routhier of Routhier Quick 
Lube and Auto Center. Samn Stockwell 
won the seat in caucus in 2019 but lost 
at town meeting, then won in 2020. 
And although Routhier mentions her 
candidacy on her Facebook page, she 
does not mention any key issues. Ward 
3 encompasses the areas of the Granite 
Museum, Main Street, the Labor Hall, 
city hall and the Barre Opera House, 
Barre Elementary School, and Route 62.

The legal voters of the wards of the 
city of Barre have been warned to meet 
at the respective polling places of said 
wards at the central polling place in the 
municipal auditorium on Auditorium 
Hill on March 7, 2023 from 7 a.m. to 
7 p.m. Barre City Council candidates and others campaigning with signs in 

Barre Feb. 9. Photo by Carla Occaso
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By Lauren Milideo

Voters to Choose Fate of Central Vermont 
Public Safety Authority

Elections

As Vermont towns prepare for 
Town Meeting Day, voters in 
Barre City and Montpelier will 

see a question they haven’t seen before: 
whether to dissolve a regional authority 
meant to improve public safety in the 
capital region.

The Central Vermont Public Safety 
Authority came into being in 2014, said 
board chair Dona Bate.

“The goal was to enhance public 
safety and quality of life for central 
Vermont … Regional services benefit 
the residents and the employees.” Bate 
noted that with a regional public safety 
service, the closest emergency vehicles 
are sent in an emergency, rather than 
those that happen to belong to the same 
town where an emergency occurs. 

“When we first started with Barre 
City, Barre Town, Berlin, and Montpe-
lier, it was the perfect combination of 
where we all had facilities, we all had 
different towers — that combination 
would have worked really, really well for 
a core, and then other towns joining in.”

But only Montpelier and Barre City 
joined CVPSA as full members. The 
authority forged ahead and chose to 
focus on dispatch, Bate said, because 
“that was the core, and there were ways 
to help dispatching without necessarily 
building a new facility.” The CVPSA 
hired consulting firm Televate to per-
form a study of the region’s dispatch 
needs.

And, said Bate, the needs are real. 
“We’re using telecommunication equip-
ment (towers and infrastructure) from 
1990. And we have patched it, patched 
it, patched it, and it’s still working.” She 
added that federal dollars won’t be given 
to an authority with equipment so old 
— the radios must be updated. 

“You can’t just nickel and dime and 
upgrade your system,” Bate said. “You’ve 
got to go full blast.” 

The study occurred with help from 
Capital Fire Mutual Aid, of which al-
most 30 towns are members. Capital 
Fire Mutual Aid, although not a full 

member of CVPSA, did have a memo-
randum of understanding with the au-
thority and had members on its board 
until this past year, Bate said.

The CVPSA was intended to have on 
its board fire and police chiefs from each 
of its towns, Bate said. This did not hap-
pen, though, and Bate said that chiefs, 
dispatchers, and other public safety staff 
members offered their experiences and 
expertise on the priorities that needed 
to be addressed, but that ultimately, city 
councils did not choose to turn over 
operational authority to CVPSA. 

“True to form, Vermont liked local 
control,” Bate said.

Berlin Police Chief Brian Pontbriand, 
meanwhile, pointed to a very practical 
reason for remaining out of CVPSA: 
“We don’t pay anything for dispatch 
services.” When the Vermont State Psy-
chiatric Hospital opened in Berlin, they 
provided dispatch service to the depart-
ment free of charge, an arrangement 
that is to continue for approximately 
another 10 years.

Similarly, Barre Town Fire Chief An-
drew Lange pointed to cost — “con-
siderably more than what we pay for 
our emergency services now” — as a 
concern in joining the authority. In an 
email, Lange, who was not the chief at 
the time decisions were made regarding 
joining CVPSA, said that he conferred 
with retired Barre Town Fire Chief 
Chris Violette (now the town’s assistant 
town manager) to address questions for 
this story. The email noted “consider-
able doubt among many residents about 
how the CVPSA would benefit Barre 
Town.” Lange’s email added that “There 
was no reassurance that Barre Town 
would gain service, in fact, it was very 
possible we may lose service.”

Barre Town selectboard chair Paul 
White said while he was not involved 
in the initial decision-making about 
CVPSA (in 2014), in seven years on the 
selectboard, the topic has not arisen. 
“They haven’t approached us; we ha-
ven’t approached them,” White said. 

He added that “it doesn’t seem like an 
arrangement that would be beneficial to 
Barre Town at this time.” 

“Barre City and Montpelier are pur-
suing their own priorities,” White said, 
“and nobody has come back and asked 
Barre Town to join, and we have not 
pursued it either.” 

The CVPSA executive director re-
signed in 2018 and was not replaced, 
Bate said. Since then, the authority has 
had no staff and has depended entirely 
on its volunteer board to function.

“We own nothing except paper re-
cords,” Bate said. “Don’t even have a 
copier. In the last four years, we haven’t 
had staff, an office. We have a post of-
fice box and that’s it.”

Bate noted, “Our members have to 
make that commitment, to really allow 
us to function and have authority to do 
a service. And we have to have more 
towns. And without that, it just doesn’t 
make sense.” She added, “(If) you can’t 
get that third and fourth community to 
buy in, which we haven’t been able to, 
it’s like, okay, you’ve tried and you’ve 
done some good work, but you haven’t 
met that benchmark.”

Despite CVPSA’s proposal to dissolve, 
the authority’s work has proven helpful, 
noted Montpelier City Police Chief Eric 
Nordenson. “We need to dispatch for a 
number of fire and ambulance depart-
ments, and (CVPSA) conducted a study 
through Televate that identified signifi-
cant needs for infrastructure,” Norden-
son noted. “So they’ve identified those 
needs and we’re working with the state 
of Vermont to try and get grants to 
improve the infrastructure, so a lot of 
successes can be made from that.”

The CVPSA also secured training for 
dispatchers, Nordenson noted. “(We) 
were significantly able to increase dis-
patcher training, and get training across 
the board, for not just Montpelier but 
also for Barre City, so I think both our 
dispatch centers have very high stan-
dards. And CVPSA really helped facil-
itate that.”

Such trainings and studies are possi-
ble because of the authority’s ability to 
raise funds through taxes, Bate noted. 
The CVPSA has “taxing authority… we 
put money items on the ballots in Barre 
and Montpelier, and that’s how for four 
years we funded an executive director 
and we funded equipment. We funded 
major studies that the cities have ben-
efited from, because we could put that 
on the ballots,” Bate said. “The voters 
have supported us financially. They un-
derstand the importance and the need 
of public safety.”

Not all members of the board agreed 
to the CVPSA’s dissolution, Bate said. 
One member suggested the authority 
enter a period of dormancy to await a 
more amenable atmosphere as regional 
dispatch centers became more widely 
accepted across Vermont, she added. 
The authority’s legal representation ad-
vised against this, however. Bate noted 
that the CVPSA, if dissolved, would 
maintain a limited presence only for 
the purpose of defending a lawsuit re-
cently filed by Steven Whitaker with 
counts including violations of Vermont’s 
open meeting and public records law; 
open meeting law warning deficient for 
annual meeting; and violations of the 
CVPSA charter provisions. 

Another member, Montpelier lawyer 
Kimberly Cheney, also disagreed with 
the dissolution plan. Cheney wrote a 
letter to that effect, which appeared in 
the Times Argus and VTDigger.

Bate still has hope for the concept of 
regional emergency response. “It’s not 
what entity helps the regional collabo-
ration happen,” she said. “It’s just that 
it happens, and that we’ve woken up 
the state, and they actually have it on 
their agenda, and they actually have put 
some money into it, which is huge. And 
hopefully more will follow.”

Barre City and Montpelier voters will 
see the CVPSA dissolution proposal on 
their ballots on Town Meeting Day, 
March 7.
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By Mary Cole Mello

The Montpelier U-32 Debate Team:  
Arguing for the Fun of It

It’s 4:15 on a Monday afternoon and 
the halls of Montpelier High School 
are quiet. The slap of echoing foot-

steps comes from some corner of the 
building and then there’s silence again. 
But if you keep walking past the MHS 
library, all the way down to Room 101, 
you’ll begin to hear the buzz of voices 
and discover a group of teenagers en-
gaging in heavy discussions. A few are 
researching. A few are composing ques-
tions for their opponents and others are 
arguing. 

This is the Montpelier U-32 debate 
team and many of them, Anika Tur-
cotte, for example, really love arguing. 

“I come from an argumentative fam-
ily,” she says, “We like to discuss com-
plex issues.” 

Perhaps it’s not surprising that the 
Montpelier High School junior is be-
ginning her third year on the team and 
is one of the two team leaders. Last year 
she was ranked second best speaker in 
the state. 

Today the topic is Right to Work. 
Before beginning their research, team 
members were assigned their position 
(affirmative or negative) by the flip of 
the coin. This routine feature of high 
school debating draws fire from some 
critics who feel it suggests that “the goal 
is to defend a given claim at any cost” 
instead of seeking out the most reason-
able conclusion. 

This team would be willing to debate 
that point. According to Anika, “The 
nature of debate where you are given a 
topic and have to be prepared to argue 
pro or con based on the flip of a coin 
forces you to step beyond preconcep-
tions you may have. Since I’ve joined 
debating, I’m less quick to jump to a 
conclusion.” 

Merrick Modun, the other team 
leader agrees, “I think differently about 
the news now, looking at it from mul-
tiple perspectives. … asking myself, ‘Is 
this claim valid?’”

Merrick also grew up in a home that 
enjoys discussions. “My mom and my 

step-dad are both lawyers.” By the time 
this MHS senior receives his high school 
diploma, he will have run for public 
office ... twice. His most recent run is 
for the Montpelier City Council, up for 
vote on March 7. 

Merrick and Anika have already won 
two tournaments this season, but Anika 
points out, “One of my favorite rounds 
was actually the only one we’ve lost 
(so far). We were really well matched 
against our opponents and they had 
some strong points … We were able to 
agree on certain things while still argu-
ing the significance and that really es-
calates the debate to a higher and more 
enjoyable level.”

The debate team is coached by Bron-
wyn Fryer and assistant coach Emmett 
Allen, a first-year cadet at Norwich from 
Montana. Allen has the authoritative 
voice of a seasoned debater, the kind of 
speaker who could hold an audience just 
by reciting the alphabet. 

Fryer is a writer and editor, formerly 
with Harvard Business Review. She’s 
frank, however, about gaps in her re-
sume. “I used to teach rhetoric and 

writing at UC Berkeley … But I knew 
zilch about high school debate. I’ve 
had to rely on my varsity team leaders 
to do the real teaching … Anika and 
Merrick developed a whole curriculum 
around it.” 

Fryer has a lot to offer, however, and 
not just the cookies she often brings to 
meetings. Her professional background 
provides the team with rare opportu-
nities. Recently, her friend, Hal Gre-
gersen, a professor at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology and author of 
the award winning book, “Questions 
Are the Answer,” met with the team 
via Zoom to talk about the power of 
questioning. 

Most of the members of the MHS 
U-32 team are new this year because 
many on last year’s team graduated in 
2022. Nevertheless, Anika is optimis-
tic: ”They (the new members) are so 
talented. They constantly come up with 
strategies and angles I wouldn’t have 
thought of.” 

Whether you’re a veteran debater or a 
new player, debating is a highly compet-
itive undertaking. Annabelle Moreland, 
a sophomore at U-32, was surprised 
at first. “I knew we would be arguing 
things but I didn’t know people would 
be yelling.” Her partner Cal Boyd grins, 
“Yeah, it can get pretty intense.” 

There’s a lot of research and prepara-
tion for a new topic and a lot of multi-
tasking during a tournament. What do 
these high school students get in return? 
Most debaters talk about the increased 
self confidence and the ability to think 
on your feet. Anika enjoys the sense of 
community she feels not just with her 
teammates but with other kids in debat-
ing circles. 

Montpelier High sophomore Logan 
Kimble hesitates before he answers, “ 
I know a lot more about the real world 
and I’ve learned to be persuasive. I know 
colleges really like to see debating on 
your application but … I didn’t know it 
would be so fun.” 

Education

The Montpelier U-32 Debate Team, from left: Logan Kimbell, Merrick Modun, Anika Turcotte, Annabelle 
Moreland, Wakeland Newman, Habiboullah Melloud, Coach Bronwyn Fryer, Cal Boyd, Assistant Coach 
Emmett Allen. Photo by Matt McLane.
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Two powerful programs held in 
Montpelier earlier this month 
emphasized how serious our prob-

lems with misogyny, racism, and biased 
policing are — nationally, internation-
ally, and here in Vermont. Speakers in 
both programs said that while we often 
see problems as individual misconduct, 
they are actually ingrained conditions in 
how our society is structured.

“Your country is the biggest, the stron-
gest democracy of this planet,” said Ca-
nadian filmmaker Guylaine Maroist. 
“This is a democratic issue, and we have 
to act.” Although Maroist was speak-
ing about misogyny, her comments aptly 
apply to the other main themes from the 
two evening programs — racism and 
biased policing.

Maroist was part of a panel discussion 
that followed the first U.S. screening 
of “Backlash: Misogyny in the Digital 
Age.” She is co-director of the 2022 doc-
umentary by Quebec-based La Ruelle 
Films, which was shown in the packed 
House Chamber at the Vermont State-
house on Feb. 7.

Featured in the international docu-
mentary is former two-term Benning-
ton Representative Kiah Morse, who re-
signed her elected position in 2018 after 
extreme digital and in-person racial and 
misogynistic harassment. Morris is one 
of four women featured in “Backlash.” 
Now the executive director of Rights & 
Democracy, Morris sat in the audience 
for the screening and participated in the 
panel discussion. There was a bittersweet 
irony to her sitting in the room as we 
watched her on screen, portrayed in that 
same room, on the Statehouse steps, and 
on State Street, as her story evolved.

Two nights later, just two buildings 
away in the Pavilion Auditorium, the 
Rutland Area and Windham County 
branches of the NAACP and the ACLU 
of Vermont gave Vermonters the chance 
to hear the stories of six family mem-

bers who have lost loved ones to racially 
tinged police behavior. About 60 people 
attended, and about a hundred more 
joined through Zoom

Although the panelists came from as 
far as Florida, Missouri, and California, 
they stressed that Vermont is not im-
mune to racism and bad policing. As she 
opened the program, veteran Vermont 
equity and racial justice advocate Tabitha 
Moore drew on several examples of re-
cent questionable and blatant miscon-
duct by county sheriffs and state police.

“Backlash: Misogyny in the 
Digital Age”

 “Backlash,” which includes interviews 
with online harassment experts, focuses 
on the compelling stories of four women 
who stood up in the face of harassment. 
As well as Morris, the film features a 
high-ranking Italian politician, a Pari-
sian actor and YouTuber, and a Quebec 
elementary school teacher whose five 
years of harassment began while she was 
a university student in Montreal.

The film shows a consistent pattern in 
which women who refuse to back down 

or step away continue to be harassed, and 
the harassment escalates. The film por-
trays social media companies as interested 
primarily in making money, with little re-
gard for protecting victims of harassment 
— regularly citing freedom of speech and 
the privacy of others — as they do noth-
ing to stop harassment. It also portrays 
police and others in positions of authority 
as either unable or unwilling to help. 
Black and transgender women face the 
strongest harassment, Maroist said.

“We need to see that these are crimes 
of a new, modern age,” Morris says in the 

Threats to Democracy:  
Misogyny, Racism, and Biased Policing
By Tom McKone 

In the House Chamber during the panel discussion of “Backlash: Misogyny in the Digital Age,” are, from left: 
Xusana Davis, Vermont’s executive director of racial equity; representative Taylor Small of Chittenden 6-7 and 
the first transgender woman to serve in the Vermont legislature; Kiah Morris, former state representative and 
current executive director of Rights & Democracy; Guylaine Maroist, co-director of “Backlash”; and moderator 
Esther Charlestin. Photo courtesy of La Ruelle Films.
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film. “That terrorism gives a direct path-
way to real violence in the physical world.”

“These social media companies are 
bigger than the United States,” Morris 
added during the panel discussion. “We 
allowed this to become the monster that 
it is, and it is up to us to demand it to 
change.”

Voices from the Front: 
Structural Racism & Policing

In the program sponsored by the 
ACLU of Vermont and the two NAACP 
branches, panelists shared heartbreaking 
stories of family losses, examples of po-
lice violence and lack of compassion, and 
accounts of systemic failures to protect 
and support people. They emphasized 
that Vermont already has problems with 
misogyny, racism, gun violence, and po-
lice misconduct, and that we should act 
both to stop those problems and to make 
sure they don’t get worse. 

“We pretend that Vermont excep-
tionalism will save us from this very 
real narrative that is sweeping our na-
tion,” Moore said. “There are structural 
changes in public safety that would ben-
efit us all.”

Deanna and Andrew Joseph, Jr., told 
the story of how their 14-year-old son, 
Andrew Joseph III, was killed after a 
situation that was very poorly handled by 
Florida police, the ensuing frustrations 
with government agencies, and the nev-
er-ending suffering.

“Racism is the biggest problem on the 
planet, including in Vermont,” Andrew 
Joseph said. “In America, there’s a Black 

experience, and there’s a white experi-
ence. There’s supposed to be one experi-
ence. … The police are the strong arm, 
the muscle for white supremacy.”

Cephus “Uncle Bobby” Johnson 
brought up the news reports that had 
come out that day about Vermont state 
troopers who had been using racist epi-
thets in online and off-duty games they 
played and he questioned how behaving 
that way could not affect their perfor-
mance as police.

Calls for Action
Members of both panels talked about 

the urgent need for change, lamented 
how slow and inadequate change has 
been, voiced the need to be proactive, 
and expressed optimism for the future. 
Several criticized the media for too-easily 
accepting police accounts of events with-
out fact-checking.

“Please don’t ask us to be patient with 
the process while we are in pain,” Mor-
ris said. “It does not need to take years, 
because it took a moment to alter every-
one’s life — permanently.”

Representative Taylor Small, who 
represents Chittenden 6-7 and is the 
first transgender woman to serve in the 
Vermont legislature, participated in the 
“Backlash” panel and said one necessary 
step is to seek out difficult conversations 
with those who may disagree with us, as 
she said she has been doing with some of 
her fellow legislators.

“When I show them my humanity, 
they show me theirs,” Small said, “and 
that is how we move forward.”

“That’s what this is all about,” Johnson 
said, speaking about police accountabil-
ity and transparency, “making sure we 
keep our rights and we have a right to 
life, and we’re calling on you to help us 
make that a reality.”

The second screening of “Backlash” will 
be at the Essex Cinemas in Essex Junction, 
on Thursday, Feb. 23, at 7:00 p.m., and 
future screenings in New England are 
planned. The trailer gives an introduc-
tion to the film and can be watched on 
YouTube.

Left, Beatrice “Auntie Bee” Johnson, social justice activist and co-founder of Love Not Blood Campaign and two other organizations that support 
families and social justice. Right, Cephus “Uncle Bobby” Johnson, a computer systems engineer in California’s Silicon Valley, the founder of four 
grassroots social justice organizations, and the uncle of Oscar Grant, who was killed by a police officer in 2009. Both spoke at Voices from the 
Front: Structural Racism & Policing. Photos by Tom McKone.

Calvina “Cal” Brown and Michael Brown Sr., parents of Michael Brown, 
Jr., the unarmed 18-year-old who was shot and killed by a white police 
officer in Ferguson, Missouri, in 2014. Both spoke at Voices from the 
Front: Structural Racism & Policing. Photo by Tom McKone.
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The work of education is complex 
and transformative. The work of 
structuring a budget to support 

education is complicated and boring. 
It’s also one of the most important in-
vestments our community makes each 
year. 

On March 7, 2023, our towns — 
Roxbury and Montpelier — will be 
voting on the budget that will fund 
our schools for the 2023–2024 school 
year. In fact, we will be voting on 
two budgets, the Montpelier Roxbury 
Public Schools budget and the Central 
Vermont Career Center budget. While 

these budgets are distinct questions on 
the ballot, it’s important to understand 
that the amount of money Montpelier 
and Roxbury pay to CVCC is already 
included in the total budget for our 
district. So even though we are vot-
ing on the entire CVCC budget, the 
amount that our community is respon-
sible for is already a part of our district’s 
$28,580,000 budget for the year, not 
in addition to. We are also voting on 
our district’s capital reserve fund, an 
additional $270,000, which pays for 
investments in facilities upgrades and 
maintenance.

Our school budget is an investment 
in our students; our staff; and all the 
work it takes to support academic, so-
cial, and emotional growth through 
education. In our district, we have stu-
dents and staff working hard together 
to develop the supportive relationships 
that are necessary to foster learning. 
The Sustainability and STEAM classes 
at our middle school and the Flexible 
Pathways program at the high school 
are just a few examples of the creative 
and inventive approach our teachers 
bring to the classroom. We are increas-
ing our teaching capacity to ensure all 
students have access to an expert who 
can help them improve in an area when 
they need it. 

This budget provides for a raise for 
our hard-working, dedicated, incredi-
ble teachers and staff. This budget en-
sures we have critical positions such as 
our Community Liaison, our custodial 
team, literacy interventionists, instruc-
tional assistants, and school office staff. 
Our new Director of Social Emotional 
Learning is unifying and strengthening 
the work across the district that helps 
students build up valuable personal 
skills that support their learning and 
their classroom community. 

This budget provides a welcoming, 
safe structural environment for our stu-
dents and teachers to learn together. In 
the coming year, we will be updating 
the auditorium at Union Elementary 
School, renovating the sustainability lab 
at Main Street Middle School, and be-
ginning the project to replace more than 
300 windows at Union and MSMS. 

And while this budget is doing a lot for 
our schools, none of the funds in the 
general budget or the current capital 
plan are allocated to the improvements 
of the track at Montpelier High School.

The Central Vermont Career Cen-
ter provides our high schoolers with 
opportunities to expand their educa-
tion toward a possible future career in 
programs such as digital media arts, 
emergency services, bakery and culi-
nary arts, cosmetology, and plumbing 
and heating. Students can get a jump 
start on their futures while also working 
toward their high school diplomas. 

The Montpelier Roxbury board of 
school directors unanimously voted in 
favor of this budget not only because 
it’s the most important investment our 
communities can make, but also be-
cause the “price tag” is incredibly rea-
sonable. This budget is projected to 
increase Montpelier property taxes by 
the tiniest of rates — just 1.37% — and 
reduce taxes in Roxbury by 9.59%. 

Make sure to vote on or before March 
7. You can vote early during regular 
business hours at the clerk’s office in 
Montpelier and Roxbury until March 
6. Roxbury residents voting early are 
encouraged to avoid use of the postal 
service. The annual Town Meeting 
takes place 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. in Mont-
pelier City Hall via Australian ballot, 
and 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. in Roxbury Town 
Hall via Australian ballot. 

Mia Moore and Rhett Williams are di-
rectors on the Montpelier Roxbury Public 
School Board.

Budget to Support Our Schools
By Mia Moore and Rhett Williams

Commentary



THE BRIDGE  FEBRUARY 22–MARCH 7,  2023  •   PAGE 15 

Why are Montpelier’s roads in 
such bad shape? The answer, 
unlike for many other gov-

ernmental challenges, is simple — we 
don’t spend enough to maintain them. 
Unfortunately, the FY24 budget pro-
posed by the Montpelier City Council 
will make the problem worse. 

This is not, of course, a new problem. 
Ten years ago, our roads were in even 
worse shape, following decades of un-
derfunding. 

In 2012, the council determined that 
the city could no longer afford to ignore 
the problem. The council directed city 
staff to develop a plan that would bring 
Montpelier’s roads, bridges, and side-
walks into reasonable condition. The 
Department of Public Works concluded 
that the city needed to spend $1 million 
more each year to repair our roads and 
maintain them in reasonable condition. 
In response, the council unanimously 
adopted a so-called “steady-state plan,” 
which called for steadily increasing 
spending on infrastructure over six years 
to close that gap. Under the steady-state 
plan, the city would spend $2.5 million 
annually on infrastructure — a 66% 
increase above the 2012 level of $1.5 
million. 

Until 2018, the city was on track to 
meet that goal. Then, city council and 
staff priorities changed. Spending on in-
frastructure flattened over the next five 
years, even as road conditions worsened. 
Spending in other areas grew. The FY24 
budget proposed by the city council in-
cludes no increase for infrastructure and 

would actually be $150,000 less than it 
was six years ago. 

Cumulatively, since 2018 the city has 
spent nearly $1.5 million less than the 
DPW staff said was needed during that 
time. That doesn’t take into account 
inflation, so the actual road mainte-
nance deficit is much higher. And the 
shortfall will grow by at least another 
$350,000 under the council’s proposed 
FY24 budget. 

Where has the additional money 
gone? After all, the council approved a 
combined tax increase of 14.4% over the 
past two years alone. 

While the pandemic significantly re-
duced city revenue, the federal govern-
ment more than made up for the city’s 
losses. Montpelier received $2.2 million 
in federal COVID assistance, which 
was significantly more than the city lost 
in revenue. 

The biggest change in spending has 
been an increase in staffing. From FY19 
to FY24, the city’s staff has grown by 
nearly 10 full-time-equivalent positions, 
even as the city’s grand list and popula-
tion have remained largely unchanged. 

The city acquired the former Elks 
Club property for $3 million, which 
soaked up funds that would have been 
available to pay for needed road up-
grades and maintenance. The city also 
approved a $600,000 bond for “Con-

fluence Park” — a project that the 
city council is still considering even as 
the cost has grown to an estimated $3 
million. 

The council has funded a variety of 
other programs that traditionally have 
not fallen under the purview of munic-
ipalities. All of these programs provide 
important social services, but they’ve 
come at the expense of the city’s core 
duty to maintain its infrastructure for 
current and future residents.

The failure to maintain our roads and 
sidewalks is more than a daily annoy-
ance, although it surely is that for any-
one who drives regularly on East State 
Street, North Street, and many other 
local roads. It imposes hidden costs on 
residents who find themselves paying 
for car repairs that result from driving 
on potholed roads. It makes our streets 
unsafe for bicyclists. It creates hazardous 
conditions for walkers. 

Perhaps most significantly, these costs 
are being deferred to future residents. 
It seems unfair to saddle costs that 
current residents should pay on those 
who choose to live in Montpelier in the 
future. 

The city’s failing water and sewer 
lines demonstrate the long-term price of 
deferring expenses. Until 2017, the city 
had no plan to upgrade this infrastruc-
ture. At the council’s direction, city staff 

developed a 50-year replacement plan. 
That plan exceeds the life expectancy 
of most residents because the cost of 
deferred maintenance had grown to an 
estimated $83 million. 

Meanwhile, the city is spending large 
sums to patch the regular eruptions that 
result from broken water lines. Individ-
ual residents are forced to pay for ex-
pensive plumbing repairs because of the 
city’s extraordinarily high water pressure 
— an additional multi-million dollar 
problem that the city has no current 
plan to address. 

As Town Meeting Day nears, vot-
ers should recognize that the pro-
posed FY24 city budget continues a 
decades-long practice of deferring in-
frastructure repairs and maintenance. 
Under this budget, our roads and other 
infrastructure will continue to degrade, 
and the cost of repairing them will con-
tinue to be passed on to future residents. 

Voters will be presented with can-
didates who have very different views 
about city priorities. The choices that 
voters make will almost certainly have 
a major impact on whether the city 
begins to address its deteriorating infra-
structure. 

John Hollar served as Mayor of Montpe-
lier from 2012 to 2018.

Proposed City Budget Fails to Address 
Infrastructure Needs
By John Hollar

Commentary

Advertise in the bridge!  Call rick, 802-249-8666
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This is a story about a Montpe-
lier family finding their people 
in present-day Italy. But the 

story began in 1885 with the birth of 
Carmelo La Terra Bellina (“Carmelo” 
meaning “the beautiful earth”) in Poz-
zallo, Italy, a small city on Sicily’s south 
coast. The city’s location on the Med-
iterranean contributed to its value as a 
seaport and reflects the island’s multiple 
layers of war and conquest from pre-his-
toric settlers to Phoenicians, Greeks, 
Romans, Moors, Normans, and finally 
the Bourbons. During World War II, 
allied troops landed just west of Pozzallo 
as part of Operation Husky.

In 1905, Carmelo sailed from Na-
ples, arrived at Ellis Island, and eventu-
ally made his way to Middlebury, Ver-
mont. Five years later, he married Maria 
(Mary) Vallino. Their first son, Joseph, 
was born in 1911. Jim’s father, John, 
arrived in 1913. The family moved to 
Burlington’s Little Italy, where Carmelo 
opened a grocery store at Cherry and 
Battery streets. A wonderful late 1920s 

photo depicts him and Joseph in the 
store. As frequently happened, the en-
tire family lived above the store. Sadly, 
the neighborhood, including the Bellino 
market, was demolished in the 1960s 
as part of the federal urban renewal 
program.

Jim and his wife, Carol Rose, are my 
next door neighbors on Murray Hill 
in Montpelier. From extensive research, 
Jim and his son Jason knew a lot about 
Carmelo’s life in Vermont, but couldn’t 
find any relatives in Pozzallo.

After describing a trip I would co-
lead in October 2022, they asked about 
opportunities to visit Pozzallo. Com-
bining resources with those of my col-
league Cristiano Bonino, owner of the 
tour company Food/Stories/Travel, we 
discovered one possible reason for not 
finding family in Pozzallo. Upon ar-
rival at Ellis Island, immigration offi-
cers changed the spelling of Carmelo’s 
name from Bellina to Bellino, so their 
genealogy searches were unsuccessful. 
To further complicate matters, the ship’s 

registry listed Carmelo as “Le Ferra 
Bellino”... so he went from “beautiful 
earth” to “pretty iron!” 

For many late 19th and early 20th 
century eastern and southern European 
migrants, such name changes or mis-
spellings tended to follow them and 
their descendants up to the present day.

At Cristiano’s and my suggestion, Jim 
and Jason added a three-day pre-tour 
extension to visit Pozzallo to meet some 
of their extended Sicilian family. On 
Facebook, Jim and Jason located Na-
tascia La Terra Bellino, a distant cousin, 
but to our surprise with the same last 
name! Turns out Italian government of-
ficials made typographic errors as well.

With Cristiano’s help, Natascia be-
came Jim’s and Jason’s essential family 
resource for a reunion. Once connected, 
she turned out to be an event planner 
“per eccellenza” and arranged the Poz-
zallo visit. 

On Sunday, Oct. 16, we arrived 
mid-morning and met Natascia, her 
daughter Gaia Mattioli, and a gathering 
of relatives in front of Pozzallo’s city 
hall (municipio). The mayor (“sindaco” 
in Italian) Roberto Ammatuna, arrived 
to open “il municipio” for a small recep-
tion. He expressed a deep appreciation 
for our presence and emphasized how 
important such trips by distant Poz-
zallesi are to him and the community. 
He said these visits remind us all that 
despite distance Italian-Americans are 
proud of their roots and culture.

After our meeting, Jim and Jason 
dashed down to the beach to wade in 
the warm Mediterranean water, some-
thing we could easily imagine Carmelo 

doing. On our way to lunch, we stopped 
at the home of Parma La Terra Bel-
lina, the daughter of Carmelo’s brother, 
Giovanni, and therefore, Jim’s grandfa-
ther’s niece and Jim’s second cousin and 
oldest living relative. For Jim and Jason, 
as well as Cristiano and me, the time 
with them was priceless. 

Then onto a luncheon. For several 
days prior, Natascia kept us up to date 
about how many relatives she expected ... 
maybe twenty five, then thirtyish, oops, 
more than thirty, to a final number 
of over forty Bellina/Bellino relatives! 
And, not surprisingly, the hotel and 
restaurant general manager was San-
dro La Terra Bellina, another cousin. It 
was a festival of introductions, speeches, 
amazing food, and an outpouring of 
affection and love. After every course, 
family members introduced themselves 
to Jim and Jason, relating stories about 
themselves and their branch of the fam-
ily. Several couples had spent time in the 
United States and talked about where 
they lived.

Towards the end of lunch, Jim spoke 
about journeying back to his grandfa-
ther’s home, not knowing what they 
might find. He expressed how the cele-
bration far exceeded Jason’s and his ex-
pectations, and how overwhelmed and 
deeply emotional they felt. 

After dessert, everyone was slow to de-
part. My words fall short to adequately 
encompass an amazing day for Jim and 
Jason. However, both men said they 
were coming back and Jason committed 
to learning the language including some 
Sicilian dialect. 

A Heartfelt — and Delicious — Sicilian 
Homecoming
By Jeff Roberts

Commentary

The extended Bellina/Bellino family. In center from left to right, Natascia, next to Jason (dark shirt), unidentified cousin, Jim (blue shirt). Photo by 
Jeff Roberts.
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By Linda Radtke

In the third of a series of concerts 
featuring the newly acquired Yamaha 
grand piano in the historic sanctuary 

of Christ Church in Montpelier, pia-
nists Michael Sitton and Stephen Brown 
present music for four-hands duet and 
solo piano on Sunday, March 5, at 2 
pm. Admission is free, but a basket will 
be out for donations to the piano fund. 

Each half of the program begins with 
works for piano duet, Poulenc’s Sonata 
and the energetic Hungarian Dance by 
Brahms. The popularity of the piano 
duet coincided with the availability of 
mass-produced instruments and the 
common practice of making music at 
home with friends and family. Brahms 
used the popular dances of Hungary, 
while Poulenc’s sonata is more percus-
sive and dissonant. 

Each pianist has solo piano offer-
ings: Sitton with the B Minor sonata of 
Haydn, Debussy's three-movement sec-
ond set of Images, and descriptive works 
by Lili Boulanger and Florence Price. 

Stephen Brown plays the Toccata 
from Bach's E minor Partita, Beetho-
ven’s Opus 90 sonata, and the Brahms' 
virtuosic first book of Variations on a 
Theme of Paganini. 

 Extensive notes in the program offer 
insight into the historical context and 
the music itself. 

 Michael Sitton retired from his posi-
tion as the Dean of Music of the Crane 
School in Potsdam, New York, and with 
his husband made his home in Barre. 
Holding a doctorate of musical arts de-
gree in piano from the University of Illi-
nois, he has joined the affiliate faculty of 
Montpelier’s Monteverdi Music School 
and is active in the musical community. 

Stephen Brown earned a bachelor’s 
degree and a master’s degree in piano 
performance at the Cincinnati Conser-
vatory, winning the first prize in the 
undergraduate piano competition. After 
attending Cornell Law School and prac-
ticing law in Georgia, he moved to 
Montpelier in 2018, serving in a posi-
tion in state government. Throughout 
his career, Brown has continued to com-
pose and to play music. 

Other events celebrating the new 
piano feature Sylvia Parker with a mu-
sical tour of Central Europe with Bela 
Bartok, Eliza Thomas with Bach and 
other Baroque composers, and others. 
A “Piano Palooza” is planned for the 
spring, as well as the annual Bach Birth-
day Organ Marathon. 

 For further information, go to christ-
churchvt.org or email admin@christ-
churchvt.org.

Piano Concert Features  
Four-Hands Duet and Solo 

Michael Sitton, left, and Stephen Brown playing piano four-hands duets. 
Courtesy photo.
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22
The Wolves and Moose of Isle 
Royale. 6:30 to 8 p.m. North Branch 
Nature Center, Montpelier. Free, but 
tickets/registration required. Join wildlife 
biologists Ky and Lisa Koitzsch as they 
share their experiences studying wolves 
and moose in Isle Royale National Park. 
Isle Royale is a remote island wilderness 
located 15 miles from the shores of On-
tario and Minnesota in the frigid waters 
of Lake Superior. Since the 1940s, Isle 
Royale has been home to populations of 
both wolves and moose and beginning 
in 1958, researchers have been studying 
this wolf-moose predator-prey system. 
Register at northbranchnaturecenter.org/
event/kylisakoitzsch
The Enigmatic and Charismatic Al-
exander Twilight: A Celebration of 
America’s First Legislator of Afri-
can Descent. 7:30 p.m. House cham-
ber, Vermont Statehouse. Free and open 
to the public. Middlebury historian Bill 
Hart and others pay tribute to Rep. Alex-

ander Twilight of Brownington, elected 
in 1836 as the nation’s first legislator of 
African descent — and the subject of the 
new Statehouse portrait by Katie Runde. 
Hart and others explore the somewhat 
murky story behind this energetic and 

inspired educator, and the Friends find 
ways to enliven this presentation with 
poignant and rollicking music!

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23
Mayoral and City Council Candi-
dates Forum. 6 to 8 p.m. Montpelier 
City Hall, Memorial Room. Refresh-
ments. Sponsored by Montpelier City 
Republicans Committee. All Montpelier 
registered voters are welcome. For more 
information, email AprilHancy@gmail.
com.
Cricket Blue in Concert at the 
Cabot Folk Club. 7 to 9 p.m. Willey 
Auditorium Building, 3084 Main St., 
Cabot. Cricket Blue was voted “Best 
Folk Group” in Vermont’s Seven Daysie 
Awards. NPR Music calls Cricket Blue 
“master storytellers.” When you first 
hear the haunting chamber folk of Laura 
Heaberlin and Taylor Smith, you might 
think of Simon and Garfunkel or of 
Gillian Welch and David Rawlings. Ad-
mission: $12.00. For more information, 
call 802-793-3016.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24
Ecstatic Dance. 7 to 9 p.m. Christ 
Church, Montpelier. Free-form, 
body-centered dance practice for dis-
covering and expressing authentic body 
movement. All are welcome. Christ 
Church Auditorium. COVID masks 
required. Questions? Email edancevt@
gmail.com.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25
Wildlife Tracking Club. 10 to 11:30 
a.m. North Branch Nature Center, 
Montpelier. Free. All experience levels 
welcome. Outings will be canceled in 
the event of poor weather. Check our 
website for updates. Explore with NBNC 
naturalists and fellow nature lovers in 
search of wildlife tracks and signs every 
Saturday morning in February. NBNC 
is a wildlife corridor regularly traveled 
by coyote, fox, deer, fisher, mink, and 
much more. For more information, go to 
northbranchnaturecenter.org
Fundraising Dinner for Turkish/Syr-
ian Earthquake Relief. 5 to 7:30 p.m. 
Church of the Good Shepherd, 39 Wash-
ington St., Barre. Menu: Turkish/Middle 
Eastern platter and dessert. Vegetarian 
options are available. There will also be 
music and a silent auction of local goods. 
All proceeds will be donated to Episco-
pal Relief and Development, which is 

already providing much needed on-the-
ground support. Dine-in and take-out 
options, $20 per meal. For more infor-
mation or to make reservations, contact 
melissa.battah@outlook.com, call 802-
595-9912, or go to goodshepherdbarrevt.
org
Montpelier Community Gospel 
Choir Black History Month Con-
cert. 7 to 9 p.m. Unitarian Church, 
Montpelier. The “We Lift Our Hands” 
program features a selection of favorite 
gospel songs that remind us we are never 
alone even in the coldest and darkest of 
times. It is an expression of hope, joy, 
and inspiration. Tickets $10 to $40. For 
more information, go to montpeliergos-
pel.org/concerts
Liberty Comedy. 7 to 10 p.m. Spruce 
Peak Performing Arts Center, Stowe. 
You’ve seen and heard the brilliance of 
these comedians on late-night TV and 
Comedy Central. At theaters, perform-
ing arts centers, and comedy clubs, Lib-
erty Comedy brings you stand-up com-
edy’s funniest and most talented! This 
hilarious show features Tom Ryan, Wali 
Collins, and Shaun Eli. Appropriate for 
ages PG-13 and up. Tickets: $20 to $35. 
For more information, go to sprucepea-
karts.org

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26
Montpelier Community Gospel 
Choir Black History Month Concert. 
4 to 6 p.m. Unitarian Church, Montpe-
lier. See description under Feb. 25.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27
Meet the Next Mayor of Montpelier. 
12:30 to 2 p.m. Montpelier City Hall. 
Join the Montpelier Rotary Club for 
a live forum presenting the three can-
didates for Mayor of Montpelier mod-
erated by Managing Editor Cassandra 
Hemenway of The Bridge. Free of charge 
and open to the public. Broadcast live 
by ORCA media and available later at 
orcamedia.net.
Meet the City Council Candidates. 
3 to 4:30 p.m. Montpelier City Hall. 
Join The Bridge and the Montpelier 
Rotary Club for a free public forum in-
troducing the candidates for Montpelier 
City Council. Moderated by The Bridge 
Managing Editor Cassandra Hemenway. 
Council Chambers. Free of charge and 
open to the public.
Unwittingly Homeless. 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
Hayes Room, Kellogg-Hubbard Library. 

CALE N DAR  OF  E VENTS
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With the support of the Montpelier 
Homelessness Task Force, Colby Lynch 
and Matthew Vernon Whalan speak. 
Colby will describe how her life has 
changed. She moved from a relatively 
comfortable, small-town life as a care-
giver to becoming unhoused and living 
in a motel unit in the Barre-Montpelier 
area. Matt is a journalist who has spent 
years befriending and writing about the 
unhoused in Brattleboro and will share 
experiences from his work. It is our goal 
to make it clear that the only thing the 
unhoused have in common is that they 
don’t have permanent housing. Each 
has their own story, each has their own 
needs, but all need housing.
The Stono Rebellion. 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m. Zoom. The Stono Rebellion has 
been called the most important slave 
revolt in North American history. In this 
lecture, Damian Costello examines the 
events and the deep African roots of the 
1739 uprising in South Carolina. This 
lecture is part of the Vermont Human-
ities Speakers Bureau and will be hosted 
on Zoom. To register, go to kellogghub-
bard.org/adult-programs

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28
Letters From Home 50-States Tour. 
7 to 8:30 p.m. Savoy Theater. Tickets: 
$12. Letters From Home stops in Mont-
pelier on its 50 states tour. This USO-
style performance honors veterans and 
military families! Join Erinn and Dan for 
a singing, dancing, and joy-filled time! 
For more information, go to savoythe-
ater.com.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1

KeruBo. 7:30 p.m. House chamber, 
Vermont Statehouse. Free and open to 
the public. KeruBo is a Vermont-based 
singer/songwriter born in Kendu Bay, 
Kenya. Her music draws on musical in-
fluences from traditional African music 
to gospel, Afro- jazz, and blues. With a 
mission for social justice her songs con-
vey messages of hope and perseverance.

SATURDAY, MARCH 4
Capital City Farmers Winter Mar-
ket. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Barr Hill Dis-
tillery, 116 Gin Lane, Montpelier. Local 
produce, crafts, meats, and more. For 
more information, go to www.capitalci-
tyfarmersmarket.com
Contra Dance. 7:40 to 11 p.m. Capital 
City Grange, 6612 Route 12, Berlin. 
Dance tunes by Four Musicians Walked 
into 32 Bars, a contra dance band based 
in Greenfield, Mass., and calling by Liz 
Nelson. Everyone is welcome! Newcom-

ers lesson at 7:40 p.m.; gender-neutral 
role terms used; and all dances taught. 
Please bring a pair of clean soft-soled 
shoes and a mask. Surgical mask, N95 
or KN95 required. Questions? 802-225-
8921.

SUNDAY, MARCH 5
From the Parlor to the Polling Place 
with Linda Radke. 2 to 4 p.m. Mont-
pelier Senior Activity Center, 58 Barre 
Street. The Vermont Humanities Coun-
cil and Montpelier Historical Society 
host a musical afternoon tea. As Town 

Meeting Day approaches, it’s the perfect 
time to celebrate the efforts of Vermont’s 
(and Montpelier’s) suffragists in securing 
a woman’s right to vote. Wearing period 
garb and accompanied by pianist David 
Gibson, Linda Radke will engage us with 
stories and songs of the movement and its 
alignment with other social justice issues. 
Then, we will indulge in some tasty tea 
morsels and raise our cups in gratitude to 
the persistence of our ancestors and their 
historic achievement. Free and open to 
the public. 

N IG HT  L IFE
WEDNESDAY, FEB. 22
Drag Night Queer Bar Takeover. 8 
to 11 p.m. Charlie-O’s, 70 Main Street, 
Montpelier. Never a cover. 21+.
Gallison Hill Band. 7 p.m. Bent Nails 
Bistro, 4 Langdon Street, Montpelier.

THURSDAY, FEB. 23
Ira Friedman & Friends (Jazz). 7 
p.m. Hugo’s Upstairs, 118 Main Street, 
Montpelier.
The Rustics/ Inflatable Alien. 7 
p.m. Bent Nails Bistro, 4 Langdon 
Street, Montpelier.
Breanna Elaine (singer/song-
writer). 8 to 11 p.m. Charlie-O’s, 
70 Main Street, Montpelier. Never a 
cover. 21+.

FRIDAY, FEB. 24
The Deviators (Bluegrass). 7 p.m. 
Hugo’s Upstairs, 118 Main Street, 
Montpelier.
The Brevity Thing. 7 p.m. The 
Whammy Bar, 31 West County Road, 
Maple Corner, Calais.

Mark LeGrand and Sarah Munro/
The Bar Belles. 5 p.m. Bent Nails 
Bistro, 4 Langdon Street, Montpelier.
Donna Thunder with Moondust 
and Chemtrails (Hard Rock). 9:30 
to 1 a.m. Charlie-O’s, 70 Main Street, 
Montpelier. Never a cover. 21+.

SATURDAY, FEB. 25
Abby Erwin (Jazz). 7 p.m. Hugo’s 
Upstairs, 118 Main Street, Montpelier.
Crypt. 7 p.m. Bent Nails Bistro, 4 
Langdon Street, Montpelier.
When Dinosaurs Ruled the Earth 
(Rock). 9:30 p.m. to 1 a.m. Char-
lie-O’s, 70 Main Street, Montpelier. 
Never a cover. 21+.

SUNDAY, FEB. 26
Open Mic with Abby Jenne. 8:30 to 
11 p.m. Charlie-O’s, 70 Main Street, 
Montpelier. Never a cover. 21+.
Pool Tournament. 8 to 11 p.m. 
Charlie-O’s, 70 Main Street, Montpe-
lier. Never a cover. 21+.

MONDAY, FEB. 27
Trivia with Brain. 8 to 11 p.m. Char-

lie-O’s, 70 Main Street, Montpelier. 
Never a cover. 21+.

TUESDAY, FEB. 28
Karaoke with DJ Party Bear. 9:30 
p.m. to 1 a.m. Charlie-O’s, 70 Main 
Street, Montpelier. Never a cover. 21+.

THURSDAY, MAR. 2
Ira Friedman and Connor Young 
(Jazz). 7 p.m. Hugo’s Upstairs, 118 
Main Street, Montpelier.
Open Mic with Artie. 7 p.m. The 
Whammy Bar, 31 West County Road, 
Maple Corner, Calais.
Antara and Chris Cheney. 8 to 11 
p.m. Charlie-O’s, 70 Main Street, 
Montpelier. Never a cover. 21+.

FRIDAY, MAR. 3
Timothy Quigley and Friends. 7 
p.m. Hugo’s Upstairs, 118 Main Street, 
Montpelier.
Who and I (HipHop/Reggae/
Rock). 9:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. Char-
lie-O’s, 70 Main Street, Montpelier. 
Never a cover. 21+.

SATURDAY, MAR. 4
Peter Lind and Preston Murphy 
aka the Weather Birds. 7 p.m. Hu-
go’s Upstairs, 118 Main Street, Mont-
pelier.
Bleeding Hearts. 7 p.m. The 
Whammy Bar, 31 West County Road, 
Maple Corner, Calais.
Corrupt World, Ghastly Sound, 
Street Trash (Metal/Punk). 9 p.m. 
to 12 a.m. Charlie-O’s, 70 Main Street, 
Montpelier. Never a cover. 21+.

SUNDAY, MAR. 5
Open Mic with Abby Jenne. 8:30 to 
11 p.m. Charlie-O’s, 70 Main Street, 
Montpelier. Never a cover. 21+.

MONDAY, MAR. 6
Pool Tournament. 8:30 to 11 p.m. 
Charlie-O’s, 70 Main Street, Montpe-
lier. Never a cover. 21+.

TUESDAY, MAR. 7
Pinball Night. 8 to 11 p.m. Char-
lie-O’s, 70 Main Street, Montpelier. 
Never a cover. 21+
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conditional uses to permitted uses, we 
withdrew the application,” Ward said in 
an email to The Bridge. 

Community, Wellness, and a Bath 
House

A collective of six local women, loosely 
known as “150 Main Street, LLC,” has 
contracted to buy the three campus 
buildings. They plan to use them for 
a health-and-wellness center, which 
may include a bath house, community 
event and performance space, and space 
for practitioners to meet with clients, 
among other uses, said Casey Ellison, 
ND, one of the buyers. 

Ellison said the group cares deeply 
about accessibility, with an intention to 
make alternative health care — some-
thing out of financial reach for many 
— accessible. By “accessible,” Ellison 
said she means that everyone in the 
community can afford it, and that all 
genders feel comfortable and safe in 
the space. Also important, she said, is 
making the space accessible to “pop-
ulations who don’t usually get consid-
ered,” such as “BIPOC folks and other 
folks who are usually subjected to a  
minority.” 

The organization 150 Main Street, 
LLC includes Ellison, her wife Twylla 
Lannes (a graphic designer who may 
open a juice shop in the new space), 
Claire Wheeler, Petra Rowan Rhines, 
Christina Andrle, and Wendy Halley.

“We’re hoping as many people as are 
interested will come [to the VCFA meet-
ing on March 2],” Ellison said. “We’re 
going to describe all the things we’re in-
terested in doing — this is a community 
focused project. We have no interest in 
pulling one over on everyone.”

Ward said 150 Main Street aligns 
with VCFA’s “commitment to continue 
enriching our campus and the broader 
community.”

“All proceeds from the sale will be 
reinvested in the VCFA community to 
provide more scholarships, increase pro-
gram investments, and strengthen inter-
disciplinary collaboration between its 
programs and artists,” Ward said.

Both Ward and Ellison said they 
cannot disclose the price for the three 
buildings. Ellison said they are in a four-
month due diligence process “to figure 
out if these buildings are going to work 
for us.” Ultimately, she said, “our deal 
isn’t actually done.” 

The Background
In June 2022, VCFA announced 

it would be moving its graduate arts 
residencies to Colorado College and 
selling all but one of its 11 campus 
buildings. The college would keep Col-
lege Hall and the green, a widely used 
informal recreational space the college 
has kept open to the public for de-
cades. But the rest of the buildings 
would go up for sale. College presi-
dent Ward has said VCFA will keep 
its Vermont base, and administrative 
work will remain at College Hall in  
Montpelier. 

The last residency held at the Mont-
pelier campus finished on Feb. 11. 

“It is a huge change and not a pop-
ular one,” said a staff member who 
asked to remain anonymous. “There 
was no communication with anyone 
from the school [with] staff, faculty, 
students or even alumni before enacting 
this change. It was dropped like a bomb 
on all of us. I learned at a staff meeting 
literally hours before they sent the email 
to the students.”

Within a month of the announce-
ment to move, VCFA’s visual arts stu-
dents protested, peppering the campus 
with signs demanding the college keep 
its residencies in Vermont, creating a 
social media presence, and organizing 
a tuition withholding action if college 
administration didn’t start including 
them, staff, and faculty in the process. 

“This decision (to move to Colo-
rado) was reached without the input of 
all affected stakeholders, including the 
current student body,” students wrote in 
a letter to Ward at the time. 

Since then, four program heads have 
left. A week ago, the VCFA jobs website 
page showed openings for four program 
directors. As of Feb. 19, the page listed 
openings for a director for the MFA 
in Visual Arts program, and a director 
for the MFA in Film program. A staff 
member who asked to remain anony-
mous said that some of those vacancies 
came because of frustration over the 
move out of state.

Dropping the Application
The application for a Campus 

Planned Unit Development has been 
in process for well over a year, but cul-
minated recently with a public hearing 
that spanned two Development Review 
Board (DRB) meetings, and had been 
continued to a third date before VCFA 
notified the board it was dropping the 
matter. 

The application process had required 
a master plan, in which VCFA listed a 
host of potential changes to the prop-
erty. Some of those included converting 
campus buildings to housing, adding 
angled parking around the green, cre-
ating a performance center, and more. 

Dozens of neighbors showed up to 
the DRB hearings, and over the past 
two months collectively submitted 283 
pages of commentary, most of it focused 
on the college’s request to change some 
of its planned uses to “permitted use” 
rather than “conditional use.” 

Conditional use, the current zoning 
requirement in place for some but not 
all new uses on the campus, requires a 
public hearing if a new use is proposed. 
“Permitted use” eliminates public en-
gagement and requires only the city 
zoning administrator’s approval. Most 
commenters objected to that change, 
but some also focused on fear of losing 
use of the green or of increased traffic. 
Boundary issues between the college 
and abutting properties were also men-
tioned. 

Of the 67 comments submitted, 56 
expressed concern about the VCFA ap-
plication, three were neutral or merely 
asked questions, and three were in sup-
port of the plan. One comment submit-
ted by VCFA neighbors Alicia Dworsky 
and Danny Sagan took up 52 pages, and 
another from Rebecca R. Grayck (sub-
mitted “by and through her attorney 
David L. Grayck”) was 106 pages. 

At the Feb. 6 DRB hearing, Montpe-
lier resident Peter Kelman said “I think 
this entire process is divisive and it’s 
byzantine. It’s almost arguing about 
how many angels are on the head of the 
pin. What we really need is dialogue.”

It appears as though VCFA and its 
current buyers are in agreement. 

“After careful and deliberate consid-
eration of community feedback, VCFA 
respectfully requests that our campus 
development PUD application be with-
drawn. The college and future owners 
will abide by the underlying zoning reg-
ulations and will utilize the conditional 
use permit process as required,” wrote 
Katie Gustafson, the VCFA vice presi-
dent for finance and administration in a 
memo to the DRB.

Gustafson continued: “Although the 
college is withdrawing from the DRB 
process, our goal is not to end the con-
versations with the community about 
our future plans. To that end, we will be 
holding an open community meeting at 
VCFA on Thursday, March 2 at 7 p.m. 
with the team who plans to purchase 
three of our campus buildings to begin 
that dialogue and provide Montpelier 
residents with the concrete information 
they need to help them share our excite-
ment for the future of the campus.”

Editor’s note: The Bridge is a tenant of 
VCFA at Stone Science Hall.

VCFA Buyers
continued from page 1

The Vermont College of Fine 
Arts’ Gary Library is one of three 
buildings being sold to 150 Main 
Street, LLC, a collective of six 
local women. Photo by Sharon 
Allen.

The Gary Library

If the sale goes through, the Gary Library may become a “multi-purpose vi-
brant community space,” according to Casey Ellison, one of the six women 

purchasing three buildings from VCFA. 
“It could include performing arts and music, a community meeting space, 

gallery space, event space, and most likely some kind of more intentional food 
space,” Ellison said.

But those who live and work on campus see the sale of the Gary Library as “a 
hugely tragic loss,” according to a VCFA staff member who spoke to The Bridge 
but asked not to be named for fear of losing their job. “Every single student I 
have talked to — every staff member, every faculty member — is devastated to 
lose the library.”

“It has so many resources for the students,” the person added, “a fabulous 
collection, big printers for the art and design programs … musicians go in to 
print their music, writers print their papers. It has a wonderful collection of 
thesis projects in there.”

Also part of the library experience has been the librarian’s pets, the per-
son said, Frida the dog and Bowie the cat. Students went in for cuddles and 
de-stressing. Will the pets move into the library’s new site? It wasn’t clear, but 
the staff member pointed to it as one among a myriad of changes that are feeling 
painful to staff and students. 

College president Leslie Ward said “the archives and all materials relevant to 
our programs will be housed in College Hall. We remain committed to this 
campus, and as we’ve shared previously, we will retain ownership of College 
Hall and the green.”

Ellison acknowledged “the fact that the college is leaving is a sad thing, no 
matter how you slice it.” But, she added, “now we have this huge important 
space that could be vital for the community. Both things are true — losing the 
college is sad, and creating something new is exciting.”

—C.H.
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avoid the financial struggle that a large 
bank loan would impose. Market re-
search is an essential part of the planning 
process. Quinn is budgeting her start-up 
expenses and seeking grants and finan-
cial support. She was amazed to learn 
that a creemee machine can cost $11,000 
and has been researching the possibility 
of buying used equipment. “It’s all about 
taking little steps, checking things off 
my list,” she said.

During the pandemic, the shuttered 
store still served the community outside 
on the front porch — as a drop-off lo-
cation for the Kellogg-Hubbard Library, 
as a source of free food in the “Everyone 
Eats” program, and hosting a barbeque 
truck last May that quickly sold out 
its 400 meals. Every Saturday during 
the summer the East Calais Commu-
nity Trust hosted “Extra Row,” where 
the people in the community offered 
produce from their own gardens to be 
shared with anyone.

Many challenges have been overcome 
by the community members who have 

taken on this project. For example, the 
cost of materials and labor increased 
during the pandemic. They diligently 
searched out grant opportunities and se-
cured architect R. Edwards & Company, 
who proposed the design. To see the de-
signs, visit eastcalaiscommunitytrust.org

The renovations are expected to be 
completed in mid-June this year. “I’m 
already hearing from many people in 
the area who are seeking summer jobs,” 
Quinn says.

Linda Radtke met Jess Quinn when 
Quinn responded to the offer of a free 
refrigerator on Front Porch Forum and 
came to Radtke’s house to wrangle it into 
her truck. See Quinn’s GoFundMe page at 
gofund.me/e1925bde.

General Store
continued from page 1

Advertise: 802-249-8666
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Pet of the Week: 
Cleo

Cleo came to CVHS when her family 
was no longer able to care for her. 

Cleo is looking for a calm quiet home 
that she can explore and find her favorite 
spot. She would do best in a home as the 
only animal.

Central Vermont Humane Society
1589 Vermont Route 14S
East Montpelier 
802-476-3811 
centralvermonthumane.org

Climate Rally on Feb. 11 Draws a Crowd

Vanessa Rule, lead organizer for 350VT, marches among more than 300 participants on State Street on Feb. 
11 in a climate justice rally organized by 350VT and supported by over 30 Vermont organizations. Led by a 
brass band, the lively crowd began at Montpelier City Hall and marched to the capitol. Rally speakers included 
representatives of Indigenous peoples, youth groups, solar energy and agriculture advocates, along with a 
recent climate refugee who relocated to Vermont. Photo by John Lazenby.
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Although the issue of whether 
leashing of dogs on certain trails 
in Hubbard Park should be re-

quired continues to frequent public fo-
rums, the current draft management 
plan for Hubbard and North Branch 
parks addresses a host of other concerns 
— and visions — for the future of these 
popular recreational and environmental 
resources.

Moreover, the draft plan provides a 
wealth of context about the parks’ history, 
development, wildlife habitat, watershed, 
erosion problems, community events, 
and the conflicts around multi-use trails. 
The report includes the results of pub-
lic surveys conducted in 2021 reflecting 
the perspectives of park users ranging 
from those who like active recreation — 
hiking, running, skiing, or mountain 
biking, for instance — to those seeking 
solitude and quiet in the woods. 

Parks Commission chair Kassia Randzio 
emphasized that the draft is the culmina-
tion of more than a year of community 
outreach and engagement about the parks. 
“Because the two parks are both physi-
cally and environmentally connected, the 
commission believes that comprehensive 
planning for both is essential,” she said.

Although finalizing the plan is close, 
the commission is continuing its com-
mitment to hearing public concerns, 
Randzio said. The next regular meeting 
of the Parks Commission is Tuesday, 
Feb. 21, at 6 p.m. in city hall. To join the 
meeting remotely, go to montpelier-vt.
org/129/Agendas-Minutes and click the 
“Parks Commission.” The Zoom link is 
at the top of the agenda. 

Randzio also noted that the commis-
sion will be meeting on Thursday Feb. 
23, at 10 a.m. for final approval of the 
Master Plan. 

• REAL ESTATE •

by J. Gregory Gerdel

Parks Master Plan is About 
More Than Leashes

In the interest of trail-sharing, the Montpelier Area Mountain Bike 
Association (MAMBA) has been working with Onion River Outdoors to 
provide “free-to-use” snowshoes at the trailheads of routes used by fat 
bike riders in the winter. Photo by J. Gregory Gerdel.
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City Anchors Confluence Park — For Now, by Linda Berger

Pandemic Relief Funds Awarded to Montpelier City and 
Schools Total $6.1 Million, by Phil Dodd

The Phantom Strikes Again, a Photo Story, by John Lazenby

Transient Man Allegedly Burgles City Hall, by Carla Occaso

Our next print issue comes out on March 7, 2023. Check out our website and 
join our email list to see the latest stories between now and then. Emails come 
one time per week, featuring our most current stories. Sign up by emailing ed-
itor@montpelierbridge.com.

In case you missed it 
on MontpelierBridge.org
The Bridge posts stories on our website between print issues.  
If you want the latest local news, go to montpelierbridge.org.  
Here’s a sampling of our online news lately.

The Bridge brings people together.
Advertise with us. 

Mar 7  Local News
All Ad Materials and Ad Space Reservations  
Due Friday, March 3

Mar 22  Senior Living
All Ad Materials and Ad Space Reservations  
Due Friday, March 17

For more info about deadlines, rates, and the design  
of your ad, contact Rick McMahan:  
802-249-8666 or rick@vtbridge.com


