
On two subjects there seems to 
be little debate in Montpelier: 
many of the city’s roads are in 

bone-rattling, suspension-shaking con-
dition, and its aged water system is 
plagued with leaks.

With 41 miles of paved roads and 
52 miles of mostly century-old water 
pipes, plus a water pressure problem that 
has caused regular water main breaks, 
Montpelier’s Department of Public 
Works has its hands full. 

The city council has been attempting 
to set aside money for the past 10 years 
with a goal to fund its capital plan at 
$2.4 million per year, in part for pav-
ing. The Department of Public Works 
is applying for a grant to help pay for 
LIDAR, an automated, laser-driven sys-
tem for mapping pavement conditions. 
And the city is in year six of an $83 mil-
lion, 50-year water and sewer plan that 
residents will foot the bill for over that 
period through slowly increasing user 
fees (along with state and federal grants 
and loans).

The Bridge conducted an informal 
online survey asking residents about 
Montpelier’s infrastructure; many of the 
62 respondents expressed concern about 
road conditions and the water system. In 
a series of interviews for this article city 
officials outlined plans for addressing 
the issues.

The Problem 
“[I’m] shocked, appalled, dismayed, 

flabbergasted at the poor condition of 
streets in Montpelier!!! This, the Capital 
City of Vermont … it’s unbelievable!” 
wrote one person who responded to The 
Bridge’s infrastructure survey.

“Up here on North Street, with the 
worst pavement in the city,” wrote Steve 
Sease on Front Porch Forum, “it sounds 
as if our street has not been repaved for 
years because the city plans to replace 
the pipes as part of a rebuild and has 
been putting off the expense. … That is 
a double blow. We lose water periodically 
and get to wreck our suspensions as we 
drive to Shaw’s to buy drinking water.” 

Public Works director Kurt Motyka 
affirmed that North Street “needs other 
infrastructure improvements including 
water main upgrades.” He said the city 
has no plans for work on North Street for 
next summer, “but this is a high priority 
area for us.”

When asked to rate the condition of 
Montpelier’s roads and sidewalks from 
one to five (with five being the best) in 
The Bridge’s survey, the average rating 
was 1.8. Asked to rate the condition 
of Montpelier’s water system, 38% said 
“needs improvement” and 45% said “un-
satisfactory.”

The survey also asked “In the past five 
years, have you personally experienced 
water system problems?” The majority 

(69%) reported having received a boil 
water notice; 48% said their street had 
closed due to work on the water mains; 
27%  said they’d lost water service; and 
29% reported an “unpleasant taste.”

“City council needs to prioritize repair-
ing roads and replacing water mains,” 
wrote another survey respondent. “... 
Given our very high property taxes, we 
should have much better infrastructure 
conditions in Montpelier than we do.”

Another respondent had a different 
take: “I don’t think asking the citizens 
about public infrastructure is useful, 
since the vast majority of residents have 
no experience or understanding of [the] 
complexity, maintenance, or intercon-
nectedness of these systems.”

What Gets Fixed and Why
Although counterintuitive, the order 

in which roads get fixed isn’t necessarily 
“worst first” according to Zach Blodgett, 
deputy director of Public Works. 

“The methodology of worst-first is the 
exact opposite of how you’re supposed to 
manage pavement,” Blodgett said. “The 
streets in the worst condition today are 
the ones you should be avoiding repav-
ing.” 

Roads in very poor condition have 
already reached their maximum cost per 
square yard, Blodgett explained. “Eco-

Blank spaces on the lobby’s walls 
where Tracy Hambleton’s origi-
nal artwork had been displayed 

greeted Barre Opera House staff Nov. 
22. It was the first sign that someone 
had broken in and stolen cash and four 
paintings. One painting has since been 
recovered.

“During the day, we saw some young 
people on the premises, and kicked them 
out,” said box office manager Cindy 
Campos. “They broke in again later on 
and stole the paintings. We are really 
hopeful that we’ll get them back.” 

Nobody has yet been charged with the 
theft; Sergeant Kirkpatrick at the Barre 
Police Department said it is still an open 
investigation.

“Staff at the opera house found one 
painting in a concession stand cup-
board,” Hambleton said. “‘Fall Fields 
Remains’ — the largest one — I’m spec-
ulating perhaps they couldn’t fit it in a 
backpack and maybe stashed it there.”

Opera House director Dan Casey 
added, “The thieves also broke into my 
office and took papers from the safe. We 
found them strewn all over the floor. 
But the worst part is the paintings. We 

Art Theft at 
the Barre 
Opera House

Free, Independent and Local since 1993 / montpelierbridge.org

see Art Theft, page 6

By Cassandra Hemenway

By Linda Radtke

PR
SR

T S
TD

 
EC

RW
SS

U.
S.

 P
os

tag
e P

AI
D

Mo
nt

pe
lie

r, V
T

Pe
rm

it N
O.

 12
3

Queer Craft 
Fair / p.7

see Infrastructure, page 11

Cracked and potholed pavement on North Street in Montpelier. Photo by John Lazenby.

Holiday 
Traditions
December 7–20, 2022

MSMS Sustainability 
Class / p.9

Barre Author Book 
Review / p.15

Statehouse Tree 
Lighting / p.21

Rough Roads,  
Leaking Pipes
Montpelier Faces Infrastructure Woes
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Police Chief 
Recruitment 
Underway

As Montpelier Police Chief Brian 
Peete’s departure to the Midwest 

nears, City Manager Bill Fraser has 
opened the recruitment process with an 
opportunity for current officers in the 
police department to apply.

The Monday, Nov. 28 deadline for 
internal candidates brought one appli-
cation from a current member of the 
department.

Fraser indicated last week that the 
review process will include participation 
by people representing the Montpelier 
community. 

“I will assemble a small interview panel 
made up of key constituencies. When 
we hired Chief Peete, this included the 
State’s Attorney, Washington County 
Mental Health, the Social and Economic 
Justice Advisory Committee, the Times 
Argus, the Community Justice Center, 
and Montpelier Alive,” he wrote in an 
email to The Bridge.

“I have not yet formed the comparable 
group this time. We also include the 
city’s leadership team and members of 
the police department unions in the pro-

cess. After that review process, I will de-
cide whether to proceed with an internal 
hire or recruit more widely,” he wrote.

The turnover in police department 
leadership comes in the wake of a pan-
demic and at a time when only 11 of 
17 authorized positions on the force are 
filled. Peete has led the department for 
two years, but recently announced he 
will be moving to a new position in Riley 
County Kansas at the first of the new 
year. See montpelierbridge.org/2022/11/
police-chief-brian-peete-resigns/

Fraser earlier indicated interest in 
maintaining continuity and stability 
during the transition and expects to ap-
point an interim chief in the event a 
final selection has not been made by the 
time of Peete’s departure at the end of 
December.

—J. Gregory Gerdel
 

Barre Holiday 
House Contest

‘Tis the season … to go all out 
decorating your house. The Barre 

Partnership is offering cash prizes for 
its fourth annual Barre Holiday House 
Decorating Contest. The contest kicked 
off on Sunday, Dec. 4, and ends Sunday, 

Dec. 25. Winners will be announced on 
Monday, Dec. 26.

There are two categories of winners — 
the Martha Stewart and the Clark Gris-
wold, according to a poster published on 
the Barre Partnership’s Facebook page. 

To enter the contest, send a picture of 
your decorated house to director@the-
barrepartnership.com, and include your 
name, address, and phone number. 

And if you’re looking for a holiday 
cheer-filled drive around town, the Barre 
Partnership is putting together a map of 
all the entries.

—Cassandra Hemenway

Turning Point 
Center of Central 
Vermont Gets $1 
Million USDA Grant

A recently awarded $1 million grant 
from the U.S. Department of Agri-

culture (USDA) Rural Development will 
help expand and renovate Turning Point 
of Central Vermont. 

The Barre-based facility helps people 
find, maintain, and enhance recovery 
from substance use disorder through 
peer-based recovery support, educational 
programs, and sober recreation and so-
cial activities. 

The project consists of renovating a 
historic building and building an addi-
tion, thereby creating more space and 
better accessibility so the center can im-
plement and expand programs while ac-
commodating the growth in staff and 
the demand for the center’s services.

“Between the pandemic and general 
inflation, construction costs have risen 
dramatically, which has been a chal-
lenge,” said Bob Purvis, Turning Point’s 
executive director. “Thanks to this 
hugely important grant from USDA, we 
are within striking distance of our fund-
raising goal.” 

Additional funding for this proj-
ect comes from the U.S. Health and 
Human Services ($750,000), the Ver-
mont Community Development Pro-
gram ($300,000), and an applicant con-
tribution ($416,300).

—press release

Monteverdi 
Welcomes Jolynda 
Burton

In this season of gratitude, the Mon-
teverdi Music School welcomes Jolynda 

Burton to the organization as its new 
music education coordinator. As the arts 
are still rebounding from pandemic shut-
downs, this small and mighty music hub 
has plans to expand its programs, deepen 
community engagement, and increase 
access to music in our region. And for 

the promise of what is to come, they are 
so grateful.

“Our board wanted to add a position 
that would best serve the school’s vision, 
expand our work, and bring out the best 
of what our faculty has to offer,” board 
chair Deb Smoller said. “We are thrilled 
to have found Jolynda to lead our school 
forward and to become more visible and 
engaged in the Montpelier music com-
munity.”

A vocal performance major at New 
York University, Burton worked as a 
performing artist in New York City for 
a number of years after school. In 2017, 
she returned to Vermont with a breadth 
of nonprofit management experience 
gained in New York and Philadelphia. 
She has worked with Just Basics, the 
nonprofit that runs the Montpelier Food 
Pantry, and is on the board of the Mont-
pelier Roxbury Public Schools Partners 
in Education. 

—press release

T.W. Wood 
Gallery to Host 
2022 Audubon 
Photography Award 
Winning Images

Audubon Vermont will host the 2022 
Audubon Photography Awards Trav-

eling Exhibition at the T.W. Wood Gal-
lery in Montpelier, from Thursday, Jan. 
5 through Wednesday, Jan. 18, 2023. An 
opening reception is planned for Friday, 
Jan. 6, 2023 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Vis-
itors can enjoy a display of the stunning 
winning images and learn more about 
local birdlife in Vermont. Reproductions 
of the winning photos will be available 
for sale through the photographers.

The T.W. Wood exhibit is one of 30 
venues displaying the winning images 
throughout the country.

In the 13th year of the contest, win-
ning photos, videos, and honorable men-
tions were selected from 2,416 entrants 
from all 50 states, Washington D.C., and 
seven Canadian provinces and territories 
to appreciate the wonder of birds and the 
places they inhabit.

The competition continued to award 
the Female Bird Prize and the Video 
Prize, which were successfully intro-
duced last year. The Female Bird Prize 
highlights female birds, which are 
often overlooked and underappreciated 
in bird photography and conservation. 
The Video Prize recognizes the dynamic 
movement and behavior of birds and the 
ways we view and memorialize them.

Registration is not required for the 
opening reception or for general viewing, 
but please check the T.W. Wood Gal-
lery’s website for directions and hours of 
operation.

—press release

NewsCommunity and Business News in Brief



THE BRIDGE  DECEMBER 7–20, 2022  •   PAGE 3 

Christ Church Hosts Overflow Shelter Starting Dec. 5 
— Seeks Volunteers
“It has been gratifying to have more than a dozen residents of Montpelier volunteer 
to help with the overnight overflow shelter at Christ Church during this cold weather 
season,” stated an announcement from Christ Church recently. However, additional 
slots need to be filled. Two people are needed for Mondays, Saturdays, and Sundays 
from 7 to 9 a.m., while one additional person is needed on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and 
Fridays at the same time. Organizers ask that people pass on the request if they can’t 
volunteer themselves. Please email phkelman@gmail.com if you can volunteer.

Berlin Police Bring Necessities to Outdoor Homeless 
People
“On duty and off duty, Berlin Police Officers deliver much needed items to those in 
need,” states a posting on the Berlin Police Department’s Facebook page. The post, 
signed by Sgt. Chad Bassette, described a recent encounter while out “delivering to 
those in need.” He met an older man who was living in the woods. The man told 
Bassette he recently came to Vermont to visit a family member who was in the hos-
pital. The man also said that when he returned from visiting the family member in 
the hospital, someone had sliced open his tent and removed the sleeping bag and 
blankets. After chatting, the Berlin officers left. They then gathered the needed items 
and delivered them out in the woods where the man was camping. The man said he 
did not expect them to return, adding that where he is from officers are not as nice 
as the Berlin officers. “I paused for a second and told him that our word is one of the 
only things we have in life and if possible we do our best to keep our word. We also 
told him that kindness, respect, and patience goes both ways and he agreed,” Bassette 
wrote. They had also brought food and listened to some Christmas songs together.

Montpelier Vetting Potential Police Chief from Within
Montpelier officials are vetting a potential replacement for Police Chief Brian Peete, 
who is scheduled to end his tenure on the job Dec. 31. No name or further informa-
tion has been released. The manager’s report further stated that a community group 
will be formed to assist in the hiring decision. See story on page 2.

Montpelier’s Winter Parking Rules in Effect
Montpelier officials have announced the winter alternate-side parking rules are 
now in effect and have been since Nov. 15. The Department of Public Works will 
be installing more signs in the neighborhoods outside the downtown area. The 
rules require people to park on the side of the road with even-numbered addresses 
on even-numbered days, and to park on the side with odd-numbered addresses on 
odd-numbered days. Winter parking procedures remain in effect through April 1, 
2023. For more information about alternate-side parking, check out the Public Works 
Department page on the city’s website here: montpelier-vt.org/1192/Alternate-Side-
Winter-Parking-Newly-Adop

 —compiled by Carla Occaso
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All quiet now, in this moment between fall 
and winter. But wait! It is mating season 

for some late insects, and ... for porcupines!  If 
you live near a den tree or outcropping, you 
may hear their various calls at night, but oth-
erwise, look for a pair of them high up in old 
hollow trees, their round forms dark against the 
surrounding browns and grays. If you see two, 
there may well be a baby porcupette in that tree 
come spring! 

NATURE  
WATCH
Artwork and words by Nona Estrin

Then & Now

This was the scene on Sept. 5, 1958, as Montpelier mayor Ed-
ward W. Knapp cut the ribbon for the opening of the “Montpelier 
Bypass Bridge” at Bailey Avenue. Over his left shoulder is the 
home of a previous mayor of Montpelier, George Blanchard, and 
his wife Minnie, at 145 State Street. George’s father, Asa, built the 
Blanchard Block on Main Street in 1883, and George himself was 
president of the National Spring Clip Company (see The Bridge, 
June 7, 2022), among other business enterprises. The house was 
sold to National Life Insurance Company in 1956. They sold it 
to The First Church of Christ, Scientist the following year. The 
old home was moved to Waitsfield in 1972 to make way for the 
church’s new building, which occupies the site today.

Historic photos courtesy of Vermont Historical Society;
modern photo and caption by Paul Carnahan
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Noise Pollution at Clara’s 
Garden

To the Editor:
I live smack dab next door to the Gary 

Residence and its expansion in process, 
“Clara’s Garden,” which has been a Hell 
on earth experience. 

Just like the Joni Mitchell song, 
“they paved paradise, put up a park-
ing lot”; AND a LOCKED “memory 
unit.”  

Why? So anxious relatives can rest, 
reassured that their elder with dementia 
won’t wander away from the nursing 
home. The pros and cons of how Amer-
ica accommodates the rising number of 
cognitively impaired seniors is a topic for 
another essay. 

I speak regarding the NOISE POLLU-
TION I have endured as my neighbors 
expand their facility. 

Back in August, they began feeding 
beautiful 50-year-old silver maples into 
ear-piercing wood chippers. Then, each 
weekday, from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m., con-
struction cacophony abounded. All day 
warning beeps from machinery backing 
up, sudden sound explosions, and whir-
ring from the ground-breaking machin-
ery disturbed my peace. Sometimes, the 
floor of my apartment shook. 

What irony, that Gary residents also 
have had to live through it! They weren’t 
evacuated while construction is under way. 
I hope those Gary Residence families re-
ceive a discount on their $6000+/month. 
(thegaryresidence.com/f loor-plans/ 
current-rates)

This goes back to what gets consid-
ered “good” medical/nursing home care. 
American medicine has devolved, leav-

ing the healing ENVIRONMENT out 
of its recipe for rest and recuperation. 
Hospitals are some of the most chaotic 
and cacophonous places imaginable; yet 
we ignore that “background noise” while 
dancing through life-threatening healing 
crises. Bottom line: hospitals and nursing 
homes are not generally very good places 
in which to heal, or even to rest.

I give daily thanks that I don’t have 
the wealth and privilege to be “cared 
for” by providers who would support 
such a project with NO REGARD for 
the neighbors, and that would have me 
age in place in a locked ward. Not much 
grace there, in my humble opinion.

Opeyemi Parham, M.D., Montpelier

An Allocation Crisis in 
Housing, Labor, and 
Carbon

To the Editor:
Housing in Vermont is expensive, but 

not because of a “housing shortage.” Ac-
cording to census data, Vermont’s pop-
ulation grew 2.8% and housing grew 
3.7% in the last 10 years. Recently, the 
population has declined 0.12% in Ver-
mont, while house size has grown. In 
1950 it was 1,000 square feet; now 1,800 
is the average, and new homes built in 
2019 average 2,600 square feet; the va-
cancy rate is at 18.7%. Water everywhere 
but not a drop to drink. 

Supply is great and prices are high 
because people who can afford it want 
excess space. As the climate gets more 
inclement (bad weather and pandemics) 
demand grows for more indoor space. 
Excess wealth (generated by our eco-
nomic system) needs a house or three 

to spend it on as an ATM and a “good 
investment.”

It takes a lot of labor to maintain big 
empty houses and to build new ones. 
This and other factors have led to a labor 
shortage in the trades. It takes a long 
time to train people in the trades, and 
there are very few young people in the 
pipeline, which means that we might be 
living with this housing shortage for a 
long time. 

In the past this would not be that 
urgent a problem, but we have a new 
elephant in the room: climate change — 
and it changes everything. More than 
ever, we need workers doing the work of 
climate change mitigation and carbon 
emission reduction (decarbonizing). We 
have a deadline for people in the trades 
to install solar panels, heating systems 
and insulation. We need people to fix old 
cars and existing homes so we don’t have 
to replace them with carbon-intensive 
new ones. 

May I suggest a simple rule? Do not 
waste carbon on creating things that 
waste more carbon, use carbon to re-
duce carbon in the shortest possible time 
frame. 

Chris Pratt, East Montpelier, owner 
of Open Sash, a window weatherization 

company. 

Front Porch Flimflam
To the Editor:
I contributed to conversations in this 

community on Front Porch Forum. In 
late October, FPF blocked my ability 
to submit a post. A week later, FPF 
terminated my account. Also my wife’s 
account because of her association with 
me. The for-profit corporation Front 
Porch Forum, and presumably its Burl-
ington-based co-founder and CEO Mi-
chael Wood-Lewis, decided we shouldn’t 
be a part of the Montpelier commu-
nity — even though many people in 
our community were grateful that I was 
willing to raise challenging topics with 
community members.

For the full story, visit FrontPorch-
Flimflam.com. Bring a good, deep cup 
of tea or coffee.

Public-facing FPF is one thing. Private 
FPF another. People, many of whom are 
FPF donors, believe FPF is an open and 
free place to engage with their commu-
nity in a variety of ways. FPF says that’s 
what it’s for. In reality, FPF staff is de-
ciding how communities across the state 
engage, what members of a community 
can engage, and what those people can 
discuss as a community. 

Using its status under Vermont law 
(which confuses people), its own self-styl-
ing as “essential civic infrastructure in 
Vermont,” its various donation cam-
paigns, its media coverage and marketing 
copy, and its FAQs, FPF presents itself as 
being something it decidedly isn’t.

Governments use FPF, sometimes 
with taxpayer money, to keep the public 
informed, and they point community 
members to FPF to stay up to date. Yet 
FPF gets to cut community members off 
from that information.

Right now, in its private communica-
tions with members, FPF is trying to dis-
credit me and the public story I’m telling. 
I believe people should know the truth. 
There’s no other purpose in telling this 
story. In creating FrontPorchFlimflam.
com, I’m asking nothing of anyone but 
to hear the story. 

What happens after that is not up to 
me. It’s up to you.

Kristian Connolly, Montpelier

Recount VSECU Merger 
Vote

To the Editor:
Regarding the VSECU merger being 

voted through by only 318 votes, 
shouldn’t there be a RECOUNT. That 
is too close a number not to be checked 
into. There were reports of members 
having difficulty doing their vote online. 
Hopefully previous VSECU CEOs can 
block this merger until a recount is done. 
These previous CEOs never threw their 
members under the bus like this one has. 
S.O.S. 

 Brian Resnick, Montpelier

Letters to the Editor Commentary
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The Friends of The Bridge, the 
nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization 
that supports The Bridge, is in 

the midst of its annual year-end fund-
raising drive, and we hope you will par-
ticipate. Envelopes to provide donations 
have been inserted in this issue. Use 
those, or contribute online by clicking 
the donate button at the top of montpe-
lierbridge.org.

Why donate? Ad revenue does not 
cover the full cost of publishing The 
Bridge. Private contributions from read-
ers are crucial in making up the differ-
ence. Local newspapers keep residents 
informed and help build community, 
but having one should not be taken for 
granted. 

About 1,800 newspapers have closed 
in the United States over the past 20 
years, creating “news deserts” in many 
parts of the country. Here in Vermont, 
we have seen some of our formerly strong 
for-profit daily newspapers lay off staff 
and shrink in size and scope.

The Bridge is a lean nonprofit op-
eration, supported by many volunteers, 
that is trying to buck the adverse trends 
buffeting journalism. The paper employs 
a handful of people, all of them working 
less than full-time and only one more 
than 20 hours a week. A nine-member 
board of volunteers oversees the paper, 
and additional volunteers contribute a 
significant portion of the articles, sup-
plementing the work of paid freelancers.

This hard-working team produces 
10,300 copies of a high-quality newspa-
per twice a month. About two-thirds of 
the copies are mailed to everyone in the 

05602 ZIP code, which includes all of 
Montpelier and portions of surrounding 
towns. The rest of the papers are distrib-
uted for free on racks throughout central 
Vermont.

The result is that readers are able to 
follow local news, read features about 
local people and businesses, and learn 
about local events listed in the calendar, 
all for free. The paper has regular volun-
teer columnists, and the public is invited 
to submit commentaries on subjects of 
local interest. 

In addition to publishing the paper, 
The Bridge has a website (montpelier-
bridge.org) where the contents of the 
paper are available, and additional arti-
cles are printed between issues. Online 
readership continues to grow.

To help support the paper and the web-
site, the nonprofit Friends of The Bridge 
was formed in 2018 to support local 
journalism. Separate from The Bridge 
and run by an eight-member board of 
volunteers, the Friends’ only role is to 
fundraise.

Local readers have been generous in 
their support of the paper, and we thank 
you for your past donations. While the 
paper has recovered from financial chal-
lenges caused by the pandemic, it is crit-
ical that your support continues, espe-
cially at a time when potential economic 
storm clouds loom on the horizon.

If you enjoy The Bridge and think 
having a widely available source of local 
news is important, please give generously, 
to the extent you can. If you do not find 

an envelope inserted in this issue and 
would rather not donate online, checks 
made out to Friends of The Bridge can 
be mailed to P.O. Box 1641, Montpelier, 
VT 05601. Thanks, and best wishes for 
a safe and joyous holiday season.

Phil Dodd is president of the Friends of 
The Bridge board. The other board mem-
bers are Barbara Floersch, Eve Jacobs-Car-
nahan, Tonia Solano, Didi Brush, Mi-

chael Levine, John Nelson, and Ken Jones. 
The Friends of The Bridge also has an 
“Associates” group of Bridge supporters 
available to help out if needed: Mary Ad-
masian, Jake Brown, Kathleen Casserly, 
Cari Clement, Nat Frothingham, Steve 
Gold, Martin Hahn, Harry Kahn, Chris 
Meiman, Theresa Murray-Clasen, Donny 
Osman, Bryan Pfeiffer, Susan Ritz, Josh 
Singer, and Mary White.

The Bridge Needs Your Help Commentary

By Phil Dodd

Advertise: 802-249-8666
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You can see big dumpsters and 
other signs of activity at Panera 
Bread on the Barre-Montpelier 

Road, so what is going on?
The Bridge went to take a look Dec. 

3, and found the door open, the interior 
in the process of being emptied out, and 
large dumpsters on the exterior. However, 
nobody answered several loud calls of 
“Hello?” Additionally, there were no signs 
posted (building permit or otherwise) 
notifying the public about what was hap-
pening. A staffer answering a call to the 
corporate office number said the building 
was listed as being “temporarily closed” 
as of Nov. 29, but there was no indication 
of a permanent closure.

Montpelier resident Gene Leon noti-
fied the editor of The Bridge saying he 
had been called to do some dismantling 
at Panera Bread, and that “the represen-
tative at the facility refused to answer 
questions regarding the business and why 
it chose to close suddenly.” But whether 
the restaurant is closing permanently or 

is just closed for renovations remains to 
be seen. And if the national media is to 
be relied on, Panera has survived the pan-
demic and other national crises intact.

The restaurant chain in general has 
successfully survived COVID-19, a labor 
shortage, and inflation so far, according 
to an April 2022 New York Times arti-
cle by David Gelles. The article, titled 
“How Panera Bread Navigated Covid, 
the Labor Market, Inflation, and More,” 
quotes Panera Chief Executive Officer 
Niren Chaudhary saying, “Consumers 
are getting more and more conscientious 
about what they put in their bodies, and 
also about the impact their food has on 
the environment around us, and on the 
planet.” The article describes how the 
restaurant attempts to combat climate 
change as much as possible. Addition-
ally, a CNN Business article by Jordan 
Valinsky in June 2021 titled, “Panera 
Cafes are Getting a Whole New Look,” 
describes how the eatery is implement-
ing a “pandemic-induced redesign that 

doubles down on digital ordering and 
drive-thrus.” The redesign also involves 
contactless ordering through kiosks and 
the Panera app. Also, bread ovens will 
be placed where consumers can see them 
to enhance a bakery experience, the ar-
ticle further states, adding that the first 

Panera bread was made from a 30-year-
old sourdough starter “from which all of 
its sourdough bread is still made today.” 
The “mother bread” logo is also going to 
be more prominently displayed.

The company has 4,000 restaurants in 
10 countries according to panera.com.

NewsPanera Bread Closed, Temporarily?
By Carla Occaso

at the Opera House have the sense of a 
violation, but the worst part is the loss 
of the original artwork. Most were small 
enough to fit into a backpack. Luck-
ily, the artist had taken photos of each 
painting.” 

Security cameras caught photos of the 
suspects, and social media has helped 
with gathering names to report to the 
Barre Police Department. Initially re-
luctant to add cameras in this public 

space, Casey is now glad that a system 
is installed. 

Corporal Brian Hoar from the Barre 
Police is leading the investigation. He 
was unavailable for comment at press 
time. 

This is the second art theft in cen-
tral Vermont this year. In August, seven 
paintings were stolen from an exhibit 
at the Bethany Church in Monptelier. 
That crime has not yet been solved, but 
security cameras were added to the ex-
hibit space, and the theft is still an open 
investigation with the Montpelier Police 
Department.

Art Theft
continued from page 1

Left, Tracy Hambleton’s painting “A Fairview to Town, Barre VT” was one 
the several pieces of art stolen from the Barre Opera House on Nov, 29. 
Photo courtesy of the artist.

Exterior of Panera Bread on Saturday, Dec. 3. Photo by Carla Occaso.
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As organizers of the first annual 
Central Vermont Queer Craft 
Fair, we want a world with more 

queer joy, community, and celebration. 
We want a world where queer peo-
ple can gather freely and without fear. 
We want to foster a vibrant culture of 
creativity, which is an integral part of 
building the world we dream of. That is 
exactly what we’re hoping to create with 
the Queer Craft Fair. 

Like everything, this craft fair exists 
within a context of time and place. In 
the spring of this year, a beloved mem-
ber of our community, Fern Feather, 
was stabbed to death on the roadside, 
just miles from where some of our event 
organizers live. In a rising climate of fear 
and hatred toward transgender children, 
queer and trans youths in the state 
of Vermont have recently become the 
explicit targets of nationally organized 
hate groups. In 2022 alone, 23 states in 
the U.S. have introduced laws that in-
fringe upon or attack outright the safety, 
freedom, and dignity of people who 
identify as LGBTQ+. Thirteen states 
have signed these bills into law. Systemic 
racism, misogyny, and homophobia 
have laid the groundwork for countless 
acts of hate-fueled violence against our 
bodies and our psyches. After Nov. 19 

of this year, some part of each 
of our hearts will forever dwell 
in the (high) heel of the trans 
woman who helped to subdue 
and disarm the shooter responsi-
ble for this most recent massacre 
in a queer nightclub in Colorado 
Springs.

We feel deeply the grief and 
the recently heightened threats 
of violence and attack against 
our bodies and our hearts. It 
is our deep love for this world, 
for each other, and for ourselves 
that motivates us to keep show-
ing up, to keep holding space 
for one another, and to con-
tinue creating beauty and joy in 
the face of sometimes agonizing 
truths. We believe that this deep 
love potentiates the freedom and 
beauty of the whole world. We 
build resilience when we con-
nect with one another, when we 
celebrate each other, when we 
play, and when we honor and 
support each other’s creative 
powers in this world. 

Whether or not you identify 
as LGBTQ+, this is an invitation to you 
to show up with and for us. Revel with 
us. Buy art from us. Honor the courage 

and vulnerability it takes for us to gather 
so publicly. Build culture. Share in our 
joy, and encourage it. 

This event is a love note to all 
people who dwell in the mar-
gins. We honor the lives of queer 
people throughout history who 
have existed both loudly and 
subtly, and who have helped to 
weave the cultural and political 
fabric that allows us to exist au-
thentically and joyfully as our 
queer selves in this world today. 

The fair will be held Saturday, 
Dec. 17, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
at the historic Old Labor Hall in 
Barre, and everyone is welcome to 
attend. There is no admission fee. 
The space is wheelchair accessible 
and the event will be fully masked 
(we will have masks available if 
you need one). More than 35 
local artists and makers will be 
selling a wide variety of work, 
including prints, pottery, jewelry, 
clothing, leather work, paintings, 
photography, zines, herbal goods, 
and more. There will also be live 
music and hot food.

The authors are organizers of 
the Queer Craft Fair. They thank 
the organizing team for support 

in writing this piece. For more informa-
tion, check out @vt_queer_crafts on Ins-
tagram or email vtqueercraft@gmail.com. 

More than a Craft Fair:  
Queer Creativity as Liberation

Commentary

By Marten Theriault and Lily Baker

Poster art courtesy of Heri Crown.
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A new exhibit at the Vermont His-
tory Museum in the Pavilion 
building tells the story of the 

common cracker. The Cross common 
cracker was made in Montpelier for 
over 130 years and was a popular early 
American food item found in nearly 
every 19th century kitchen pantry. The 
common crackers kept well for months 
without refrigeration and were used in 
meal preparation. Sold for seven cents 
per pound, they were the least expensive 
of all crackers. Disk-shaped, two-inches 
in diameter, and nearly one-half-inch 
thick at center, they resembled an oyster 
cracker on steroids. 

Despite being very dry and tasteless, 
many people liked them. With the right 
preparation they were made palatable. 
By applying a little finger pressure to the 
cracker’s midsection, they easily split into 
concave halves. The halves were often 
buttered and toasted, sometimes topped 
with a chunk of cheddar cheese. 

Today they often serve as a base for 
hors d'oeuvres.

Many old-timers remember their folks 
talking of “crackers and milk,” a Sunday 
night tradition among many households 
up through the mid-1900s. A family 
might attend church Sunday morning 
and have a big Sunday meal at 1 p.m. 
Later, common crackers were broken into 

a bowl with milk poured over them for 
the family evening repast.

Timothy Cross was the first Vermont 
baker to manufacture machine-made 
crackers. In 1847 he opened a new steam 
bakery in Montpelier. Charles H. Cross, 
Timothy's younger brother, purchased 
the business in 1852, and it was said he 
made crackers one day using his horse to 
power the revolving oven; the following 
day the horse pulled the cracker wagon 
around town. Cross was ingenious, re-
sourceful, and successful.

In 1862 Charles H. Cross's son, L. Bart 
Cross, joined his father in business. C.H. 
Cross & Son's Montpelier Crackers were 
frequently advertised as “The World's 
Best.” Timothy and Charles operated 
their bakery in the old Masons Hall at 
the corner of Main and School streets 
where Bethany Church is now. In 1863 
Bethany wanted to build a new church, 
so the Crosses moved down the street to 
101 Main Street, where the City Center 
building is now. 

In 1908 the business was acquired by 
George L. Edson, grandfather of the 
author of this article. Upon his death in 
1942, his son, G. Landale Edson, took 
control of the area's last common cracker 
bakery. In 1966 the business relocated to 
Claremont, N.H. and closed its doors 14 
years later.

Louise Andrews Kent, a well-known 
and popular author from Calais, wrote 
the following in her book, “Mrs. Apple-
yard’s Kitchen.”

“There is a story told in Montpelier 
that a big baking company in the West 
once hired away the baker from the 
Montpelier firm that made the crackers, 
offered him a large salary, and provided 
him with everything that he asked for: 
the specially ground flour, the soapstone 
ovens, everything that was part of his 
secret. But the first batch of crackers was 
a failure, and so was the second, and so 
on. They had everything. The money, 
the secret rule, the baker, the ovens, ev-
erything but the Vermont water. Water 
for Montpelier crackers, it seems, has 
to run out of those special hills. Out of 
special clouds, too, perhaps. Snow and 
hail and sleet and thunder all have their 
part in it. Maple trees, too, that are pow-

dery gilt in the spring and hot gold in 
the fall hold it around their roots, and it 
trickles under the roots of pasture apple 
trees loaded with pink drifts of blossom, 
and under pointed firs like church stee-
ples when the snow is on them. It filters 
through limestone and around granite 
boulders and slate. It chuckles in brooks 
where there are trout, and quietly washes 
a bank where there are freshwater clams 
with pearls in them, and tells no one 
about them.” 

See the Common Cracker exhibit at 
the Local History Gallery at the Ver-
mont History Museum at the Pavilion 
through January 2023.

George Edson, grandson of the George 
Edson mentioned in the article, was a key 
person involved with the revitalization 
of the Montpelier Historical Society, and 
— as he tells the story — as his penalty, 
they elected him chairperson. Edson, along 
with former cracker baker Bob Mills, pro-
duced the current cracker exhibit at the 
Vermont History Museum. 

The Common Cracker: A Montpelier Staple History

By George Edson

Cross Baking Company, 101 Main Street Montpelier, 1940. Photo 
courtesy of the Vermont Historical Society. 

Shop L ocal,  
Shop Montpelier.
montpelieralive.com/holidays
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The environmental movement is 
much older than the 1970s, but 
it was then that the concept of 

caring for the environment became more 
mainstream and, with this change, new 
words were becoming part of everyday 
vocabulary, words such as ecology, bio-
diversity, organic, and sustainability (al-
though many were actually old words). 
But, even after many decades, some 
adults might have trouble defining them. 
For example, what is sustainability? 

Eighth grader Amanda Supan offers 
a simple and clear definition: “Sustain-
ability is about meeting our own needs 
and using resources responsibly so we 
don’t make it hard for future genera-
tions.” Amanda, like all other students at 
Montpelier’s Main Street Middle School, 
has been part of the new sustainability 
curriculum (officially MSMS_Sustain) 
for one quarter of every school year. The 
course has been pioneered by MSMS 
teacher Don Taylor along with teaching 
assistant Drew McNaughton. 

Taylor, who notes that he “hates waste” 
has designed a project-based curriculum. 
Students are encouraged to come up with 
activities that will foster sustainability. 
The ever-growing lost-and-found pile at 
MSMS, for example, led to the creation 
of the Lost and Found Project. Those 
who participate carefully photograph lost 
articles and post them for the school 
community to view. Those who step 
up to claim their property may be re-
warded with a slightly used water bottle 
(abandoned water bottles tend to be the 
lonely orphans in any lost-and-found col-
lection). The group donates unclaimed 
items to Amy’s Armoire, a Barre thrift 
shop, which uses the proceeds to help 
foster children. 

One eighth grader is “passionate” about 
doing away with hunger and poverty. “I 
want to just get rid of it.” she says. The 
United Nations Education, Scientific, 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
also lists ending poverty and hunger at 
the top of the organization’s 17 sustain-
able development goals.

Because of her interest, she’s drawn 
to the Backpack Project. Backpacks will 
be filled with personal care items, hats, 
mittens, coupons, and ready-to-eat foods 
that have been collected by MSMS stu-
dents. When the backpacks are ready, 
they’ll be donated to people who are 
homeless. Students may also create proj-
ects that reflect their individual talents as 
well as their interests. Phoebe Bakeman, 
for example, likes to write, so she helps 
to inform the school community by con-
tributing articles to the Sustainability 
Newsletter. 

There’s a lot of cooking going on in 
sustainability classes. Fresh-baked bread 
from the school’s “test kitchen” is sent to 
the Montpelier Food Pantry. The mid-
dle schoolers use fruits and vegetables 
gleaned from local farms by Community 
Harvest of Central Vermont to make 

applesauce, pickles, and baked squash.
These will also fill the Food Pantry 
shelves. And there are other deserving 
recipients. In November hungry mem-
bers of the MSMS staff were treated to 
a buffet lunch featuring apple pie with a 
lattice crust.

While all MSMS students will take 
part in sustainability classes, some may 
also choose to join the Sustainability 
Leadership Team, which meets through-
out the school year to facilitate long-term 
planning. In addition, the team is learn-
ing what leadership is all about. Accord-
ing to one team member, “A leader gets 
the group to where it needs to go.”

All of these MSMS students are in-
volved in a learning experience that 
will hopefully make life a little better 
for themselves, for their children, and 
for their grandchildren. When seventh 
grader Isabel Moorman was asked what 
sustainability education had given her, 
she answered, “I wouldn’t have known 
as much about the world (without it). I 
would be oblivious to UNESCOs Sus-
tainable Development Goals. Now I can 
build my life around them.”

Sustainability: Making Things Better for 
Future Generations

Education

By Mary Cole Mello 

Anna Wetherell and Adrianna Corbett demonstrate setting up a photo 
shoot for the Lost and Found Project. Photo by Mary Cole Mello.
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“Gospel music is not only 
for African Americans,” 
asserts the new artistic di-

rector of the Montpelier Community 
Gospel Choir, Verdis LeVar Robinson. 

“It’s a travesty if not shared. Anyone 
can benefit from the message of this 
music. We keep the message alive in 
Vermont during this era of Black Lives 
Matter. We spread empathy and under-
standing for that community, how that 
culture survives inhumane conditions 

and how the good news can bring joy 
and hope to all of us,” he said.

Robinson, originally from Rochester, 
New York, joins the choir as its second 
artistic director for the 2022–2023 sea-
son, making his debut on Dec. 15 at 
a noontime concert at Christ Church 
Montpelier. He succeeds John Harrison, 
who retired earlier this year. 

The group is open to all with no au-
ditions or expectations about spiritual 
beliefs and musical literacy. Robinson 
explains that singers learn music in three 
ways: reading a score, using a word 
sheet, or learning by ear. Gospel songs 
are usually learned by ear, accompanied 
by a band of piano, drums, guitars, and 
organ. In rehearsal, he sees his role in 
preparation of the chorus as finding out 
who is lost. “A lot of members have not 
been singing during the pandemic, so 
the transition has taken a while. There is 
a lot to navigate, but it’s a new day, and 
we are hitting our stride.” 

The message of gospel music, he 
says, resonates with all people. “It was 

centered with Christianity adopted by 
enslaved people. Initially, religion was 
used to keep them subjugated, but it 
ended up giving hope to the oppressed. 
The message of ‘you are not alone’ is 
found in many songs, from ‘His Eye 
in On the Sparrow’ and ‘Precious Lord 
Take My Hand.’ There is comfort that, 
without hiding the pain, you will not 
be left in the shadow of death, that a 
strong faith can provide a ticket into 
Heaven.” 

Robinson traces the evolution of gos-
pel music as it moved beyond the Afri-
can-American church to fuse with the 
secular traditions. 

“Tommy Dorsey in the 1920s brought 
in jazz and combined it with hymns,” 
Robinson said. “Later, rock-and-roll, 
R-and-B singers like Aretha Franklin, 
fused with the music initially meant for 
the church and served to inspire and to 
encourage folks to take action. Hope is 
a great motivator in the face of oppres-
sion. On a personal level, singing the 
songs helps people transmit what it feels 

within and to enter the now in a way 
that is embodied rather than cerebral.” 

Robinson’s background drew him 
to gospel, having come from a church 
background and serving as a Pentacos-
tal choir director, where he learned by 
ear. Studying classical theory in school 
helped him learn methods and to read 
music. He is a candidate for the Uni-
tarian Universalist ministry and served 
as a ministerial intern at the Montpelier 
church in 2020–2022, joining the staff 
as ministerial coordinator of worship 
arts production and adult lifespan spir-
itual exploration. 

To hear the Montpelier Community 
Gospel Choir and Verdis LaVar Rob-
inson’s debut, attend the concert from 
12 to 12:45 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 15 
at Christ Church Episcopal, 24 State 
Street. The small choir of about 25 is 
performing as a benefit for the piano 
fund at the church. 

For information on the Montpelier 
Community Gospel Choir, visit montpe-
liergospel.org.

By Linda Radtke 

Montpelier Community Gospel Choir and  
New Director Verdis LeVar Robinson 
A Message of Hope, Resilience, and Bravery 

Arts
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nomically, you’re better off with regular 
maintenance of the roads in good con-
dition.”

That doesn’t mean that the city entirely 
ignores the worst of its roads, but they get 
added to a mix that includes upgrades to 
the roads in better condition along with 
work on those that might take out your 
exhaust system if you drive too fast. For 
example, in 2022, some roads long in 
disrepair — such as Wheelock Street and 
Pleasantview — were repaved, but five 
other projects focused on maintenance of 
roads already in good shape.

“We do take sort of a mixed approach,” 
Motyka said. “At a certain point the 
roads become unserviceable in terms of 
plowing and travel. We have a balanced 
approach to managing all of the streets. 
It’s very important to preserve what we 
have, otherwise we’d never catch up.”

In 2022, the DPW completed 13 pav-
ing projects, five of which were “fog seal,” 
essentially a spray of liquid asphalt that 
penetrates into pavement, extending its 
life. For comparison, in 2021 — a pan-
demic year — the city only completed 
two paving projects, and in 2018–2020, 
it completed five projects per year. 

Pavement Condition Index
The city has a system to rate its pave-

ment on a scale from one to 100 called 
the pavement condition index, or “PCI.” 
The PCI is a computer program that 
provides data about road conditions in 
an attempt to remove subjectivity, al-
though the information fed into the sys-
tem comes from two interns who drive 
over every street in the city to assess their 
condition, Blodgett said. 

Updated every three years, the PCI 
drives the city’s annual paving plan. 

“It takes a stab at what is the most 
economical solution to repaving your 
roads,” Blodgett said. “You give it your 
budget, it then spits out a report showing 
you how you should do what you can 
within our budget.”

The only problem with the PCI: “The 
program will never select the streets that 
have already failed,” Blodgett said. So 

Blodgett applies his own logic to the 
system, preferring a mix of projects — 
those recommended by the PCI, a few 
of the worst streets, and working with 
Motyka, whose focus has been on the 
city’s water systems. 

Some streets are so bad — and require 
not only repaving, but entirely new un-
derground water pipes — that it doesn’t 

Infrastructure
continued from page 1

continued on page 12

Now scoring 100 on the Pavement Condition Index, upper Main Street in Montpelier was repaved this fall. 
Photo by John Lazenby.

The Worst Streets

As voted on by The Bridge readers 
who filled out our infrastructure 

survey this fall, we compare votes to the 
Pavement Condition Index (PCI).

Street Name # votes Weighted 
PCI

East State Street 20 47

North Street 17 34.71

Barre Street 6 75

Hubbard Street 6 100

Sibley Ave 6 52

River Street 5 47.04

George Street 4 26

Towne Hill Road 
(plus sidestreets)

4 34.86

Upper Main Street 4 61.96

Berlin Street 3 67.11

Elm Street 2 85.7

Liberty Street 2 92.55

River Street 2 47.04

Spring Street 2 64.26

Bailey Ave 1 73.69

Center Street 1 88

College Street 1 96.37

Foster Street 1 63

Franklin Street 1 65

Granite Street 1 72.26

Marvin Street 1 62.91

Memorial Drive 1 54.64

Northfield Street 1 70

Sabin Street 1 80

Scool Street 1 50.9

St Paul Street 1 67

Terrace Street 1 90.34

Wilson Street 1 68
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make financial sense to fix them until 
both projects are lined up and funding is 
in place. For example, East State Street 
will be fully overhauled in the next 
couple of years, but the funding for the 
$7.2 million project had to go through a 
bonding process and city vote first. 

Blodgett has recently applied for a mu-
nicipal planning grant to pay for LIDAR 
to create “a high resolution map of the 
baseline pavement conditions of the road 
network within Montpelier.” It would 
automate the three-week long process 
conducted by city interns, he said, and 
provide “a value for every 20 feet of 
road — everywhere.” Perhaps best, in 
Blodgett’s view, is that LIDAR elimi-
nates human interpretation of pavement 
conditions. 

“I’ve wanted to do this for a long 
time,” he said. “This is the first time I’ve 
found money to support it.” The grant 
application went in last week; it’s not 
clear when the city will know if it gets 
funded.

The Cost
Infrastructure isn’t cheap. At Mont-

pelier’s last town meeting in March 
2022, voters passed $27.4 million in 
bonds — $25.4 million of that slated 
for infrastructure work such as the total 
rebuilding of East State Street, and up-
grades to the city’s wastewater treatment 
plant. On top of that, the city fund that 
helps pay for paving — the capital plan 
—  was at $2.149 million this year, after 
having taken a hit during the pandemic. 
It is funded “mostly by property taxes,” 
said City Manager Bill Fraser. He said 
the capital plan “includes debt service 
payments, equipment purchases, paving, 
sidewalks, building improvements, etc.”

“Starting in FY12 the goal was to put 
a total of capital investments … of $2.4 
million per year. We finally got there 

in FY21,” Fraser noted. “The idea is to 
get to $2.4 million and maintain it or 
increase it. That is a sustainable amount 
for us to get caught up and keep the 
roads in decent shape.”

“We had to cut because of the pan-
demic; we’re getting back to the full 
level,” Fraser said. “All of this was aided 
by the ARPA money which allowed us 
to catch up on work cut due to the pan-

demic and to add more projects in both 
the general fund and water/sewer funds.”

Not everyone agrees with Fraser’s as-
sessment.

“When I became mayor 10 years ago,” 
said former mayor and city councilor 
John Hollar, “it was a high priority 
for me and all our council members to 
get roads and sidewalks into reasonable 
condition. Council unanimously agreed 
to direct city staff to tell us what it 
would take to get our roads and side-
walks into a reasonable state of repair 
and to maintain them.”

“Our poor infrastructure comes at a 
tremendous cost to our residents,” he 
added. “More on car repair, hazardous 
to pedestrians, many roads almost im-
passable to bicyclists. I don’t understand 
why we are here after it was such a high 
priority 10 years ago.”

Water: The Master Plan
The DPW is now in the sixth year of 

a 50-year master plan designed to even-
tually replace all of its aged water mains. 
While high water pressure, topping 200 
psi in places, as reported in VT Digger 
last week, is one of the reasons for the 
regular occurrence of burst water pipes, 
there’s another. Sixty percent of the 52 

continued from page 11 Five-Year Montpelier Paving Summary
Street From Street To Street Length Width Area Area Process Year

College Woodrow Sibley 3500 30 105000 11666.67 Mill and Fill 2018

Liberty Main Heaton 2000 28 56000 6222.222 Mill and Fill 2018

Lague US 2 Overlook 1000 22 22000 2444.444 Pave 2018

Sherwood Berlin US 302 2700 26 70200 7800 Reclaim 2018

US Route 2 Roundabout Pioneer 3450 10 34500 3833.333 Leveling 2018

Gallison Hill US 2 Northern Basement 
System

1950 34 66300 7366.667 Reclaim 2019

Stonecutters Main Granite 2900 22 63800 7088.889 Mill and Fill 2019

Barre Street Sibley Pioneer 2800 24 67200 7466.667 Reclaim 2019

Deerfield Dairy Greenfield 2700 30 81000 9000 Reclaim 2019

Greenfield Deerfield Deerfield 1100 30 33000 3666.667 Reclaim 2019

Clarendon Ave Bailey Hubbard Park 1200 30 36000 4000 Pave 2020

Redstone Dewey Terrace 675 18 12150 1350 Pave 2020

Jordon Clarendon Terrace 350 24 8400 933.3333 Pave 2020

Memorial Drive National Life Northfield St 3450 10 34500 3833.333 Leveling 2020

Taylor State Taylor Bridge 400 34 13600 1511.111 Pave 2020

Hubbard Barre East State 1005 30 30150 3350 Mill and Fill 2021

Barre Street Sibley Putnam 1105 34 37570 4174.444 Mill and Fill 2021

Phelps Berlin River 670 24 16080 1786.667 Mill and Fill 2022

Pleasantview Wheelock Phelps 1490 21 31290 3476.667 Mill and Fill 2022

Roberts Phelps End 630 20 12600 1400 Mill and Fill 2022

Valerie Berlin Wheelock 1000 24 24000 2666.667 Mill and Fill 2022

Wheelock Berlin River 1950 24 46800 5200 Mill and Fill 2022

Blodgett Berlin Pleasantview 300 20 6000 666.6667 Mill and Fill 2022

Main Roundabout 200' shy of  
Towne Hill

4100 28 114800 12755.56 CIR 2022

Westwood Towne Hill End 1900 30 57000 6333.333 Reclaim 2022

Barre Street Sibley Pioneer 1900 34 64600 7177.778 Fog Seal 2022

College Woodrow Sibley 3500 30 105000 11666.67 Fog Seal 2022

Water Plant Lot Paine Turnpike End — — 20700 2300 Fog Seal 2022

National Life Memorial Drive Mountainview 4000 38 152000 16888.89 Fog Seal 2022

Gallison Hill Route 2 Northern Basement 
System

1950 24 46800 5200 Fog Seal 2022

Chart courtesy of the City of Montpelier.

continued on page 13
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The infrastructure bill passed by 
Congress and signed into law by 
President Biden a little over a year 

ago — officially called the Infrastruc-
ture Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) 
— has already begun to provide some 
much-needed help to Vermont munici-
palities, aid that will continue for several 
more years and that has the potential to 
help Montpelier fund its many infra-
structure needs.

According to a U.S. Department of 
Transportation press release issued after 
the IIJA was passed, “for decades, infra-
structure in Vermont has suffered from 
a systemic lack of investment.” It said 
Vermont has 66 bridges and over 666 
miles of highway in poor condition, and 
each Vermont driver “pays $517 per year 
in costs due to driving on roads in need 
of repair.”

The law is actually a five-year autho-
rization of federal surface transportation 
spending. It doubled new spending on 
the nation’s infrastructure over the next 
five years, and included not only in-
creased money for roads, bridges, and 
railroads, but also provided funding for 
water systems, wastewater treatment 
plants, airports and ports, housing, and 
high-speed internet.

According to VTrans Secretary Joe 
Flynn, IIJA funding helped boost road 

and bridge aid sent to Vermont cities 
and towns by the state for fiscal year 
2023, which began July 1, 2022. The 
total amount provided was $70.9 mil-
lion, up significantly from the $57.2 
million Vermont cities and towns were 
granted in FY21 (FY22 is not a good 
comparable year because of pandemic 
anomalies). Depending on legislative 
budget decisions in the future, that level 
of spending or higher could continue for 
the next four years, Flynn said. 

The IIJA law also contains 20 new 
competitive grant programs, including 
some for road and bridge work, that mu-
nicipalities across the nation can apply 
for, although details on most of those 
are not yet available from the federal 
government and some are just for larger 
cities, Flynn said.

Flynn noted the state can only fund 
projects that are ready to go, and ramp-
ing up the number of projects will take 
time. In addition, he said, it is unclear 
what the capacity of the state’s industry 
is to do more projects: “We have more 
money coming in, but is there a point at 
which we can’t do more?” 

Vermont’s Agency of Natural Re-
sources (ANR) is handling disburse-
ment of IIJA funds received for some 
non-transportation infrastructure proj-
ects, according to Padric Monks, ANR’s 

water infrastructure finance program 
manager.

It includes funding for two state re-
volving loan funds that provide loans 
to municipalities, one for clean water 
and the other for drinking water. The 
Vermont clean water fund — used for 
projects such as wastewater treatment 
and stormwater systems — is receiving 
$14.9 million from the federal govern-
ment this year, up from $7.8 million last 
year, Monks said.  

The drinking water fund is receiving 

$61 million, a huge increase from last 
year’s allocation of $11 million. Half of 
the new drinking water money is dedi-
cated to the removal of lead pipes. But 
the other half can be used for projects 
such as water main replacements, Monks 
said.

Monks said the lead pipe work will 
begin with municipal water departments 
doing an inventory to determine how 
many lead service lines are being used 
to deliver drinking water in each com-
munity.

continued from page 12

Federal Infrastructure Bill Could Help Montpelier
By Phil Dodd

miles of water pipe that snake under-
neath the city is 100-year-old cast iron, 
Motyka said. 

So in 2017, the Department of Public 
Works wrote the master plan to replace 
all of the older pipe with High Density 
Polyethene Pipe over the next 50 years, 
at a total cost of $83,230,000. 

“This piping has a 250 psi pressure 
rating and has elastic properties, which 
allows is to absorb pressure spikes,” 
Motyka said. “The pipe has fusion 
(melted) joints providing a leak free sys-
tem as opposed to gasketed connections. 
Since it is not metallic it is not subject 
to corrosion.”

The whole thing will be paid for 
over time by a combination of tax-
payer funded municipal appropriations 
(including bonds), state revolving loan 
funds, and an annual 1% increase in 
water and sewer fees (plus annual in-
creases at the rate of inflation). By fiscal 
year 2072, the plan is supposed to be 
complete, and presumably it will be 
time to start over again.

Water Water Everywhere
The city has seen 260 water main 

breaks in the past 10 years, Motyka said, 
with a cost of $1.3 million in emergency 
repairs.

This year alone, pipes burst in a Baird 
Street apartment due to the city’s un-
usually high water pressure, a water 
main broke on Gallison Hill in early 
November, and School Street saw five 
water main breaks. In fact, School 
Street is currently closed to traffic while 
the water main gets replaced, a project 
Motyka would not have scheduled for 
winter — or during the school year — if 
he could help it.

“Staff felt it couldn’t wait,” he said. “If 
we did not address it now we were going 
to be out there making a lot of repairs this 
winter.” The $200,000 project is funded 
by a combination of American Rescue 
Plan Act money and “a little surplus from 
the last operating budget,” he said.

Montpelier’s notoriously high water 
pressure has been blamed for the major-
ity of its water main breaks. This year, 
the state Agency of Natural Resources 
has required the city to address water 
pressure issues in order for it to be per-
mitted to run its water system. 

The city could install pressure reduc-
ing devices, Motyka said, but the process 
would require not only adding pres-
sure valves, but constructing a series of 
booster pumps to get the water from 
where it’s currently pumped — high 
on a hill above the city on Berlin Street 
— into town, and then back uphill to 
the many residences on the other side 

of town. Motyka estimates it will cost 
roughly $30 million to get all of this 
done, and require acquisition of scarce 
open land, plus capital and operating 
costs. On top of that, he said, “We would 
have to halt the master plan and reallo-
cate all the pipe replacement funds.”

To answer the state permit require-
ments, Motyka said the city is working 
on an engineering analysis with Du-
fresne Group “to evaluate alternatives in 
reducing the water system pressure.”

“We are making progress — we have 
been making steady progress for quite 
a while to replace the pipes for pipes 
designed to handle the high pressure 
the city does have. We are also looking 
at ways to reduce pressure spikes in the 
system,” he said.

What’s Next
Next year all of Route 2 within city 

limits is planned for paving, Motyka 
said, adding that “This is a State project 
but will be supported by DPW.”

Also lined up for next year is recon-
struction of the Grout Road bridge, and 
the East State Street reconstruction proj-
ect will get started. Local streets paving 
funding is anticipated to go towards 
preventative maintenance, Motyka said, 
noting that the city council has not yet 
adopted the Capital Improvements plan 
for FY24.

A New Utility 

A new city utility — with new 
fees — may be coming your 

way. The city has been in the 
process of creating a stormwater 
utility, designed to raise funds to 
help pay for the cost of stormwater 
management. 

The upshot is the utility will 
charge property owners for the 
amount of impervious surface on 
their property, said DPW Direc-
tor Kurt Motyka. Anywhere rain 
can’t soak into land, such as gravel 
driveways, paved areas and roof-
tops, is considered impervious, he 
explained. 

The idea is that the money 
raised will fund replacing aging 
metal culverts, street sweeping, 
and catchment basin cleaning 
Motyka said.

According to the latest DPW 
weekly newsletter, the city council 
has contracted with the environ-
mental firm Brown and Caldwell 
to develop the Montpelier Storm-
water Utility, “and will help con-
duct a robust public engagement 
process for this project.” 

—C.H.
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Warren Tripp  Oct. 15, 1937 – Nov. 17, 2022

Warren Tripp, 85, of South 
Barre passed away on 
Thursday, Nov. 17, 2022, 

at the Woodridge Nursing Home in 
Berlin with his family at his bedside.

Born on Oct. 15, 1937, in Connecti-
cut, he was the third son of Percy 
and Rena (Bunnell) Tripp. 

Warren was educated well, first by 
a single teacher through all of He-
bron grade school, and then at Bris-
tol High School. He was admitted to 
the University of New Hampshire, 
as well as to Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute (RPI), in Troy, N.Y., and he 
went there. 

He was invited to meetings of In-

tervarsity Christian Fellowship. He 
was encouraged by friendship, and 
the message that he heard in church 
was clear in a way that soon solic-
ited his devotion to God, his great 
and loving Father. As he reflected on 
these encounters with his friends, he 
became convinced to live with simi-
lar kindness. 

Warren’s love has been genuine, 
and a strong example of honest 
devotion and hope. His family is pro-
foundly indebted to him. 

During a subsequent summer he 
met Frances Frost while working in 
New Hampshire; afterwards they 
were married Aug. 28, 1957. After 

graduating from RPI in 1958, with a 
bachelor’s degree in civil engineer-
ing, they moved to Columbia Bible 
College, where he graduated in 1962 
with a bachelor’s degree in divinity. 

Warren worked for the Vermont 
Agency of Transportation in the De-
sign Division from 1962 to 1963, he 
then transferred to the Structures 
Division in 1963, and in 1983 he be-
came an Engineer in the Structures 
Division until his retirement in 1999. 

He was a registered professional 
civil engineer and as such was a 
member of the AASHTO (American 
Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials), where he 
served on the bridges and struc-
tures subcommittee; and he was 
also a member of AASHTO’s tech-
nical subcommittee on structural 
steel. 

Warren had been a member of the 
Websterville Baptist Church and the 
First Baptist Church of Groton. He 
was presently a member of the Bible 
Baptist Church of Berlin. 

Survivors include his wife Jacque-
line Tripp; his son-in-law Steve Hud-
son; his grandchildren Nick Hudson 
and his wife Amanda; Brian Hudson 
and his wife, Esther; and Amy (Hud-
son) Pickens and her husband, Jon; 
as well as four great-grandchildren. 

In addition to his parents, he was 
predeceased by his first wife Fran-
ces, his daughter Martha, and his 
brothers. 

The service to honor and celebrate 
his life will be held on Tuesday, Nov. 
29, 2022, at 11:00 a.m. in the Bible 
Baptist Church, 68 Vine Street, Ber-
lin. Family and friends may call on 
Monday from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. in the 
Hooker Whitcomb Funeral Home, 7 
Academy Street, Barre. Interment 
will take place in the spring of 2023. 
For a memorial guestbook, please 
visit www.hookerwhitcomb.com.
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Many of us have a Lorraine in 
our lives. For me, she was the 
home health care aide who 

worked in our home during the last 
weeks of my father’s life. The valiant 
and splendidly tattooed Lorraine navi-
gated our family’s complicated, stress-
ful, and messy world with grace, skill, 
and humor. Decades later, I still think 
of her, helping us understand the pro-
cess of dying, becoming a trusted com-
panion to my dad, and providing emo-
tional support to all of us in his final 
moments. She drove away on her Harley 
that October afternoon, to another cli-
ent probably, and I never saw her again. 

I know there are many Lorraines in 
many homes — and so does Barre au-
thor J. Peter Cobb, whose first novel “To 
Alice” (TouchPoint Press, Jan. 11, 2022) 
takes us into the world of a Vermont 
home health care worker who struggles 
with caring too much. 

The novel is set in the fictional town 
of Providence, Vermont. In the opening, 
Alice Hammond, a home health aide, 
negotiates a muddy unimproved road to 
work with a former logger Clyde Nason. 
Her inadequate Ford Focus ascends an-
other switchback to his home. Through 
Alice’s eyes, Cobb paints a crusty Ver-
monter with affection but never sen-
timentality. As with Lorraine and my 
father, the two develop a friendship, 
playing chess, talking about the life of 
a logger, and engaging in good-natured 
sparring and insults. 

One of the struggles of the home 
health center is keeping staff members to 
a strict schedule so workers arrive at the 
next job on time, maximizing efficiency 
and helping the agency stay afloat fi-
nancially. This leads to tension between 
Alice and her supervisor Susan because, 
while caring and skillful with clients, she 

always runs late. (“We don’t pay you to 
listen to stories. If you listened less, you’d 
be on time more.”) A major plot point 
involves Alice inheriting all of Clyde’s 
assets when he dies, leaving out a brother 
who accuses her of exploiting her patient 
and threatening legal action. 

The novel switches effectively from Al-
ice’s perspective — in her shabby apart-
ment and at work — with portraits of 
the homebound clients she visits. We 
read about her life, her struggles to make 
a living, and to balance her private and 
professional worlds. She has conflict with 
her accomplished family, who expected 
her to finish medical school. The rea-
son she abandoned that study becomes 
clearer as the narrative progresses. 

The author served for many years as 
the director of Vermont’s Visiting Nurse 
Association. Clearly, his professional life 
afforded him a close-up view of the 
world of rural life and the challenges 
and joys of working with people in their 
homes. And as a longtime resident of 
Barre Town, Cobb peppers his narrative 
with details that ring true. In these sec-
tions, Vermont life comes alive — from 
mud season to Thunder Road. His view 
is appreciative without ignoring the pov-
erty and isolation. The local reader will 
recognize familiar place names such as 
Blanchard Block and Beckley Hill, and 
other parts of Vermont culture in the 
granite gravestones, frozen pipes in a 
doublewide, shit-kickers, Red Sox, Cana-
dian hockey, and Bud Lite.

There is beauty amid the grittiness in 
Cobb’s novel. And readers care about 
Alice and the Vermonters she serves, and 
her reluctance to establish boundaries 
between them. 

The subtitle of “To Alice” asks, “Is 
caring too much a bad thing?” There is 
no clear-cut answer, a mark of a realistic 

novel. We do ask the ques-
tions, though, as we depend 
on workers such as Alice 
in our homes and consider 
the emotional and finan-
cial cost to them. We also 
see the bigger picture: an 
underfunded and under-
staffed health care system. 

When Lorraine left our 
house, did she grieve be-
cause her friend/client 
had died, or did she feel 
proud of her achieve-
ments? Was she paid 
commensurate with the  
importance of the 
job? Cobb pays trib-
ute to those who pro-
vide home health care  
in sometimes difficult 
circumstances, and, 
through a main char-
acter who rings true in 
every chapter, explores the complicated 
but rewarding relationships of caretakers 
in our communities.

“To Alice” can be found at Bear Pond 

Books in Montpelier, Next Chapter Book-
store in Barre, and Bridgeside Books in 
Waterbury, as well as on Amazon.

Book ReviewFirst Novel by Barre Author Pays Tribute to 
Home Health Care Workers 
By Linda Radtke 
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Commentary

I recently spent two weeks away from 
Vermont visiting a place called Amer-
ica, and let me tell you, America can 

be a pretty whacky place sometimes. I 
know this because of all the fun I had 
just like Jack Kerouac “on the road” in 
the rain and sleet with two billion semi 
trucks — and that was just Pennsylva-
nia. I also know this because when I 
returned, Vermont was in its seventh 
season. We all know about the other six 
— winter, spring, summer, fall, mud, 
and peeper. I returned home to a house 
buried in drifts of catalogs.

Catalog Season! There is nothing 
more Vermonty than sitting by the 
wood stove and dispelling the meteoro-
logical gloom of November and Decem-

ber with the warm glow of holiday gift 
possibilities. It is also a season in which 
logic is often bludgeoned to death by 
the zaniness of offerings from retailers 
throughout the nation, and sometimes 
Vermont, that cannot be found any-
where else but in catalogs. 

Roughly 457,896 catalogs came to 
my mailbox between the time I left and 
when I returned. Now, to be honest, 
206,723 of those catalogs were varia-
tions of one from a retail establishment 
specializing in clothing and outdoor 
gear that is in reality the entire village 
of Freeport, Maine. Another 201,026 
catalogs were from a clothing purveyor 
that hopes to compete with the folks 
in Freeport. It even goes by a “coastal” 
sounding name, even though the town 
in which it is headquartered is in south-
western Wisconsin more than 120 miles 
from a body of water that would war-
rant the company’s name. 

The remaining 50,147 catalogs were 
from all over the place and offered a 
dizzying array of exciting merchandise. 
This included 357 catalogs offering var-
iations on cob-smoked ham and cheese 

products. These products are usually 
offered in “samplers,” which are collec-
tions in which you get amounts of each 
item that are so large you can easily 
locate them with a standard desk-type 
magnifying glass. The ham and cheese 
often come with one-quarter cup of 
maple syrup in a “decorative maple leaf-
shaped glass bottle,” and usually a large 
jar of some sort of mustard. I think the 
mustard is there to act as a weight to 
keep the decorative box from blowing 
away if left on a porch by a delivery 
person. I once ate three entire sampler 
collections — minus the mustard — by 
myself in one sitting and was still jone-
sing for dinner. 

Then there are catalogs that offer such 
indispensable health and beauty items as 
a cure for itchy ears and “peptide”-based 
eyelash growth serum. Or how about 
seersucker sheets for those hot sum-
mer nights? Or a personalized wedding 
crock (not sure what that would be used 
for, and in a divorce who gets to keep 
the crock?). 

One of my favorite catalogs is chock 
full of hard-to-find products. In the 
health-and-beauty category, it offers 
such things as:
• A neck pain relief device, which resem-

bles shoulder pads and a collar that fits 
up under your jaw.

• An underarm toner system, which you 
strap around your upper arms to mas-

sage away underarm flab, also known 
as “granny flaps.”

• An under-eye rejuvenator, which looks 
like a padded version of reading glasses.

• An LED lip therapy device, which 
resembles a baby pacifier and is de-
signed to “plump” your lips Angelina 
Jolie-style using ultraviolet light.

• “Rejuvenating” heated compression leg 
wraps.

• A double-chin–reducing massager, 
which straps under your chin.

If you wore all these items at once, 
you could no doubt defeat the Termina-
tor in hand-to-hand combat, or at least 
scare the wits out of all the children 
and half the adults in your neighbor-
hood. Personally, I think when used in 
combination with the neck pain relief 
device, the double-chin–reducing mas-
sager makes a great fashion statement. 

Not into health and beauty? How 
about cooking? Impress friends and 
family with a “Mighty Carving Knife.” 
This plug-in device resembles a chain-
saw. Just bring the roast turkey to the 
table, issue all the diners safety goggles, 
and let the mayhem begin. Any resem-
blance to massacres in Texas is purely 
coincidental.

Another item in this catalog that ex-
emplifies “fun” is the canned beer draft 
system. This is a device that allows you 
to dispense canned beer like draft beer. 
You place your ordinary can of beer into 
the base, then pull the handle on top to 
let your beer flow into a glass just like 
from a bar tap. Here is where the fun 
comes in: Your guests will never guess 
that pint of “Hill Farmstead Edward” 
they are sipping is really Bud Lite. And 
the device only costs $120.

Still, no catalog can hold a candle 
to the one from a venerable “hardware 
store” in Manhattan that boasts the 
longest running catalog in U.S. history. 
It began publication six years before the 
first catalog from Sears, Roebuck, and 
Co. Their motto is “guaranteeing the 
best, the only, and the unexpected. . .” 
for, at this point, 174 years.

And the “unexpected” items are sure 
to wow any gift recipient. Who knew 
you could buy a hovercraft golf cart for 
just $58,000? Or a submarine resem-
bling a killer whale (be the first to scare 
all the seals and swimmers out of your 
local swimming hole!) for $90,000? 
How about a flying hovercraft that can 
reach altitudes of 20 feet (requires regis-
tration as a boat — no mention of the 
need for a pilot’s license) for $190,000? 
Or an amphibious sub-surface water-
craft with tracks for moving on land 
and a clear underwater observation bub-
ble for a mere $300,000?

With gifts like that, neckties for dad 
pale in comparison! Happy Catalog Sea-
son, and warm holiday wishes to all!

The Seventh Season

By Larry 
Floersch

Tell them you saw  
it in the bridge.
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It may sound odd, 
but I am looking 
back fondly on 

the days of … dials.
Yes, dials. You 

know, those small 
metal or plastic 
knobs that were 

used to tune in a radio station; to flip 
for a TV channel; to turn on an oven or 
stove or clothes washer; or to “dial in” a 
thousand other things.

Dials are as rare as a normal winter 
these digital days, when a screen swipe 
or push button or slider is how we do 
things, or start and stop things. But 
after catching myself drifting off the 
road recently, dials are top of mind to 
me. As is the lost value of simplicity.

Let me explain.
I recently had occasion to drive a 

friend’s fancy, deluxe Ford Edge SUV, 
which is loaded with all the proverbial 
bells and whistles (well, actually, chimes 
and dings and beeps and flashing icons, 
to be accurate and up-to-date on the 
metaphoric front). 

This model includes a big vertical 
touch screen at the center of the console, 
where the lucky owner can do a lot of 
things with his or her finger, assuming 
you have read the 495-page manual, 
know which trim level you have, and 
can find the right pages. As for me, I 
had no idea where the manual was.

It being the winter season, the window 
started fogging up as I set off down the 
road, and I decided defrosting would be 
a good idea. Back in the day, of course, 
there were dials you turned: One for the 
fan, another to control the heat, and a 
dial or slider to direct the heat to your 
feet or windshield, and so on. 

I looked down to the center console 
for dials: Radio, yes. Heating, no. As the 
windshield continued to fog up inside, 
ever hopeful I turned to the infotain-
ment screen, revealing a vast heating 
control complex at my fingertips, with 
interior visuals, heating/cooling zones, 
and many small icons and sliders to 
micromanage the comfort environment. 

All of which, of course, means that 
a simple, essential function — keeping 
the windshield clear — requires staring 
at the touch screen while you toggle slid-
ers and touch tiny icons. Needless to say, 
this provides little comfort when attend-
ing to the primary task of safely keeping 
a 3,959-pound SUV on the road.

I am not alone in thinking this is nuts. 
A friend got rid of his Tesla because even 
the simplest task was only possible via 
the touchscreen. I now sympathize.

I wonder: Has the concept of sim-
plicity and ease of use got buried, like 
the streets of Buffalo after that recent 
lake-effect storm, by a digital blizzard 
of touchscreen optionalities? Has a man-
tra that anything digital is better than 

manual colonized and eradicated manu-
facturing common sense? Do consumers 
really want the simplest task to now 
include more options than a Starbucks 
coffee menu? 

Now, don’t get me wrong. I am hardly 
a digital Luddite. There is something to 
be said for digital convenience, as any-
one holding a TV remote with a kitty or 
bowl of popcorn on his lap and a beer or 
mug in the other, can attest. 

But while there are only so many 
options in dial design, it appears today’s 
designers for cars, home equipment, and 
appliances are paid by the number of 
digital options they can cram helter-skel-
ter into that infotainment screen, fridge, 
oven, washing machine, or even toaster. 
(For just $399, you can now get “the 
ultimate toasting experience with high-
speed smart settings for 34 bread types.” 
Including, of course, gluten-free.)

If you ask me, it’s common sense that 
is toast. This is how we ended up with 
those infamous TV remotes with 65 
tiny buttons randomly splattered on a 
plastic frame, with the most important 

button — “mute” — hidden somewhere 
between two indecipherable button hi-
eroglyphics. Was there a thought to er-
gonomic design and arranging buttons 
by frequency of usage?

Apparently not.
My convection/microwave oven has 

just about every baking/roasting/micro-
wave combo option known to man in 
its lengthy digital punch list, arranged 
alphabetically — except for “manual,” 
which mysteriously moves around so I 
have to hunt for it. Of course, it’s the 
one I use most and requires three moves 
down the selection trees. Did the de-
signers and tech microchip experts ever 
think this was stupid? 

Apparently not. 
How about this idea: A new brand 

called Simplicity. No microchips to 
crap out, only bombproof dial knobs, 
thoughtful design (half the cost of dig-
ital), and a $5 hardware store dial timer 
or Siri or Alexa or the timer on your cell 
phone. Plus that way, no one can hack 
a $399 toaster to burn your gluten-free 
bagel. 

Commentary

By Andrew Nemethy

The Way I See It  
Whatever Happened to Simplicity?
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7
Homelessness Days of Action. 12 
to 4 p.m. Hilltop Inn, Berlin. In-per-
son, free event, for unhoused folks to 
access housing, services, and resources. 
No registration required, just show up. 
There will be lunch, help applying for af-
fordable housing, a chance to meet with 
service and housing providers and enroll 
in a range of programs, and door prizes! 
We also welcome all who have an interest 

in improving the homeless situation here 
including those who wish to volunteer 
to provide support and encouragement 
for people experiencing homelessness in 
the communities of Washington County. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8
It’s A Wonderful Life: A Live Radio 
Play. 7 p.m. Valley Players Theater, 
4254 Main Street (Rt. 100), Waitsfield. 
The show will be styled as a 1940s live 
radio broadcast, with an ensemble of five 
actors bringing to life all the characters 
from the movie. Sound effects will be 
created live on stage and the show will 
be punctuated with musical accompani-
ment and 1940s-era commercials. The 
show will also be available for viewing 
online through the Valley Players web-
site. Tickets are $18 and are available in 
advance with a credit card from www.
valleyplayers.com, or by reservation by 
calling 802-583-1674. For reservations, 
cash or check is preferred. 

Pianist Ira Friedman with Special 
Guest Tom Gershwin. 7 to 9 p.m. Hu-
go’s Piano Bar, Main Street, Montpelier.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9
It’s A Wonderful Life: A Live Radio 
Play. 7 p.m. Valley Players Theater, 
4254 Main Street (Rt. 100), Waitsfield. 
See description under Dec. 8.
Show 52 and Holiday Market Under 
$100. 4 to 7 p.m. The Front Gallery, 6 
Barre Street, Montpelier. Open through 
January 1 every Friday from 4 to 7 
p.m. and weekends 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. or 
by appointment. For more information 
visit thefrontvt.com, call 802-552-0877, 
or email info@thefrontvt.com. Open 
Christmas Eve, closed Christmas Day. 
Blue Fox. 5 to 8 p.m. Bear Naked Growler, 
186 River St., Montpelier. The Blue Fox 
has been a fixture on the blues scene 
since he arrived in Vermont in 1990.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10
Evergreens Walk. 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
New Shelter, Hubbard Park. Evergreens 
have been a symbol of hope for many 
cultures worldwide, sometimes repre-
senting eternal life. This walk, with nat-
uralist Gail Johnson, reveals evergreens’ 
adaptations for staying green and sur-
viving winter cold and snow. Learn to 
identify evergreen trees by their bark, 
needles, and cones. Samples of various 
evergreen branches, gathered elsewhere, 
will be given. You can try spruce gum, a 
Native American treat. 
It’s A Wonderful Life: A Live Radio 
Play. 2 p.m. Valley Players Theater, 

4254 Main Street (Rt. 100), Waitsfield. 
See description under Dec. 8.
Shanty Rats. 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Bear 
Naked Growler, 186 River St., Mont-
pelier. Sea shanties, sailing songs, and 
Irish pub songs sing-along. Lyrics are 
provided, and all are welcome! Come 
out and sing, ye Shanty Rats! Lyrics and 
more on Instagram @shantyrats
The Vermont Fiddle Orchestra 
Winter Concert. 7 to 8:30 p.m. Barre 
Opera House. Admission is by donation. 
The VFO will be presenting a concert of 
traditional tunes, a lively mix of jigs from 
Ireland, Scotland, and Canada; reels 
from Appalachia, Quebec, and Scotland; 
a schottische and more from Sweden; a 
polka from Shetland; a hornpipe from 
who-knows-where, together with a few 
Scottish marches, some waltzes, and a 
heart-rending slow air. For more infor-
mation, visit www.vermontfiddleorches-
tra.org.
Clara Dreams!  7 to 9 p.m. Spruce 
Peak Arts, Stowe. This enchanting per-
formance stars the exceptional dancers of 
Elan Ballet Theatre and Elan Academy 
of Classical Ballet. Enjoy this magical 
holiday tradition as Clara helps her Nut-
cracker to defeat the Mouse King, and 
journeys through the land of the Snow 
Queen and her Snowflakes to the Land 
of the Sweets, where she is entertained 
by the Sugar Plum Fairy and her royal 
court. Tickets: $20.
Together: A Holiday Concert for 
Ukraine. 7 to 9 p.m. Highland Cen-
ter for the Arts, Greensboro. Several 
dozen Ukrainians who have escaped the 

CALE N DAR  OF  E VENTS

Girls Choir of the Children’s Palace in Kyiv, Ukraine. The choir will 
perform on December 10 at “Together: A Holiday Concert for Ukraine.” 
See calendar listing for more. Courtesy photo.
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war have found refuge at Mercy House 
in Derby, Vermont. Many of them are 
children, who have been working with 
Theresa Cianciolo to form a choir. The 
Ukrainian students will share the stage 
with the Hazen Union High School 
Choir and other Northeast Kingdom 
high school choirs. In a special collabo-
ration, the Dzvinochok Boys Choir and 
Vognyk Girls Choir will perform in a 
video stream from Kyiv, Ukraine via 
the big screen on the main stage. An 
exhibition by photographer Elliot Burg 
during a 2017 trip to Ukraine will be 
on display. Enjoy a prepared meal of 
classic Ukrainian dishes including blini, 
borscht, kapusta salad, and dessert, by 
reservation only. All proceeds from the 
concert will go to help Ukrainian refu-
gees who are now staying in Vermont. 
Masks are required for indoor events. 
We strongly suggest that patrons wear 
surgical paper masks (which we can pro-
vide) or N95 masks and not cloth masks.
Tickets may be purchased at highland-
artsvt.org

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11
It’s A Wonderful Life: A Live Radio 
Play. 2 p.m. Valley Players Theater, 
4254 Main Street (Rt. 100), Waitsfield. 
See description under Dec. 8.
Dance, Sing, and Jump Around! 3 to 
4:30 p.m. Capital City Grange, Route 
12 (Northfield Street) just south of the 
I-89 overpass, one mile from downtown 
Montpelier. A family dance for all ages. 
Free for children. Suggested donation: $5 
per adult. No one turned away!

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13
Montpelier Parks Commission 
Meeting. 6 p.m. Online. This meeting 
of the Montpelier Park Commission will 
open the floor to the public to respond 
to the Commission’s draft management 
plan of both Hubbard and North Branch 

River Park. The plans will be made avail-
able by the end of November, and more 
information about the plans and other 
meeting information can be found at bit.
ly/MPParksPlan22

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14
Homelessness Days of Action. 12 
to 4 p.m. Econo Lodge, Montpelier. See 
description under Dec. 7.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16
Show 52 and Holiday Market Under 
$100. 4 to 7 p.m. The Front Gallery, 6 
Barre Street, Montpelier. Open through 
January 1 every Friday from 4 to 7 p.m. 
and weekends 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., or by 
appointment. For more information visit 
www.thefrontvt.com, call 802-552-0877, 
or email info@thefrontvt.com. Open 
Christmas Eve, closed Christmas Day. 
Rust and Ruin. 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Bear 
Naked Growler, 186 River St., Montpe-
lier. Rust and Ruin (husband and wife 
Josh & Beth Adams) are That 70s retro 
band.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17
Capital City Farmers Market. 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Barr Hill, 116 Gin Lane, 
Montpelier. Local produce, crafts, and 
foods.
Central Vermont Queer Craft Fair. 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Old Labor Hall, 46 
Granite St, Barre. 35+ local LGBTQ+ 
artists, offering prints, pottery, jewelry, 
clothing, leather work, paintings, pho-
tography, zines, herbal goods, and more. 
Live music and hot food. Everyone wel-
come. No admission fee. Wheelchair 
accessible and fully masked. For more 
info, email vtqueercraft@gmail.com.
“A Christmas Carol: A Ghost Story” 
performed by Willem Lange. 7 to 9 
p.m. Lost Nation Theater. Famed and 
beloved Yankee storyteller Willem Lange 
is back – live and on stage (and live-
streamed) at Lost Nation Theater. Lange 
uses the cutting of the novel Dickens 
himself used when performing the tale. 
$10 to $26. For more information, go to 
lostnationtheater.org
Montpelier Contra Dance. 7:40 to 11 
p.m. Capital City Grange. Lisa Green-
leaf calling and driving dance tunes by 
Jeremiah McLane, Eric MacDonald, 
and Dave Langford. Newcomers lesson 
at 7:40 p.m. and dancing 8–11. Gen-
der-neutral role terms used. All dances 
taught. Please bring a pair of clean, 
soft-soled shoes. Surgical masks, N95 or 
KN95, required. $12 for adults, $5 for 
kids/low-income, $20 for dance support-
ers. Questions? Call 802-225-8921. 

Onion River Chorus Concert in 
Memory of Larry Gordon. 7:30 p.m. 
First Church in Barre, Universalist, 19 
Church Street, Barre. Admission at the 
door, $20 all adults, free 18 and under.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18
Grand Opening Skating Rink Party 
at the Vermont Statehouse. 2 to 5 
p.m. Statehouse Lawn. Sponsored by 
Fidium Fiber, this is the first of a series 
of three skating parties that will kick off 
a fabulous season of outdoor fun. Fidium 
Fiber will offer free hot cocoa, music, 
and skating games. The Rec Department 
is supplying skates to borrow on-site, all 
are welcome to join! Food vendors, too.
Onion River Chorus Concert in 
Memory of Larry Gordon. 4 p.m. 
First Church in Barre, Universalist, 19 
Church Street, Barre, VT. Followed by 
a reception open to all. Admission at the 
door, $20 all adults, free 18 and under.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21
Stories for the Season. 7 to 9 p.m. 
Lost Nation Theater. Join artists and 
fans for readings of stories and songs 
from around the world that celebrate 
the return of the light from a host of 
traditions. Performers include the Shidaa 
Project, Shanda Williams, Michel Kabay, 
Maggie York, Bryan Blanchette, Taryn 
Noelle, and Ben Matchstick. Stories are 
suitable for all ages and fun for the whole 
family. Free! For more information call 
802-229-0492.

Children dancing at Dance, Sing 
and Jump Around! See listing on 
December 11. Courtesy photo.
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Lighting the Night

One year after the death of co-
founder Larry Gordon, the 
60-voice Onion River Chorus 

will perform two holiday concerts in 
his memory. The performances feature 
music from the 17th and 21st centuries, 
repertoire that always attracted Gordon. 
The concerts will be Saturday, Dec. 17, 
at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 18, at 
4 p.m., both at First Church in Barre, 
Universalist, at 19 Church Street.

Featured will be works for chorus and 
vocal soloists by English Baroque com-
poser Henry Purcell, Italian Renaissance 
composer Claudio Monteverdi, and one 
of the most frequently performed liv-
ing composers of choral music, Esto-
nian Arvo Pärt. Soloists will be sopranos 

Lillian Broderick and Sudie Marcuse, 
counter-tenor Timothy Parsons, tenor 
Adam Hall, and baritones David Rugger 
and Tevan Goldberg. Accompanying will 
be violinists Ira Morris and Pam Reit, vi-
olist Elizabeth Reid, cellist Perri Morris, 
and organist Lynnette Combs. Richard 
Riley will conduct.

Admission is $20 for adults; free for 
students/children under 18. No advance 
tickets. The Sunday, Dec. 18 concert will 
be followed by a reception open to all. 
Donations will be collected for the Barre 
and Montpelier food shelves. 

For more information, see onionriver-
chorus.org or call 802-477-3922 or email 
info@onionriverchorus.org

—press release

Onion River Chorus Presents Holiday 
Concerts in Memory of Larry Gordon

Top: Gov. Phil Scott poses with 
some young Vermonters who 
were full of Christmas spirit after 
the lighting of the Statehouse 
Christmas tree Monday night. 
Right: A pause for a portrait after 
the lighting of the tree. The 41-
foot tree was donated by Anne 
Winchester and Richard Cowart’s 
Northlight Tree Farm in East Calais. 
Photos by John Lazenby.

Holidays



PAGE 22  •   DECEMBER 7–20, 2022  THE BRIDGE

Pet of the Week: 
Zeeva

Zeeva is a timid gal that is looking for 
a quiet, relaxing home. As a result of 

life changes, Zeeva was surrendered to 
CVHS. She was an indoor-only cat and 
lived with another feline. She would love 
a new home with a cozy bed to catnap 
on and another feline friend. It will take 
some time for Zeeva to adjust to a new 
home, a canine-free home would be best.

Central Vermont Humane Society
1589 Vermont Route 14S
East Montpelier 
802-476-3811 
centralvermonthumane.org

The Comics
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Equity Advocate Garces Resigns from School Board, by 
Linda Berger

E. Montpelier Man Faces Jail Time for Alleged Sex Crimes, 
by Carla Occaso

City Revenue on Track; Confluence Park May Cost $2 
Million, by Linda Berger

VSECU Merger Narrowly Approved, by Cassandra Hemenway

Our next print issue comes out on December 21, 2022. Check out our website 
and join our email list to see the latest stories between now and then. Emails 
come one time per week, featuring our most current stories. Sign up by emailing 
editor@montpelierbridge.com.

In case you missed it 
on MontpelierBridge.org
The Bridge posts stories on our website between print issues.  
If you want the latest local news, go to montpelierbridge.org.  
Here’s a sampling of our online news lately.

Advertise in the NEXT ISSUE:

Holiday  
& New Year 

celebrations
In Circulation  
December 21

All Ad Materials and  
Ad Space Reservations Due  

Friday, December 16

For more info about deadlines,  
rates, and the design of your ad,  

contact Rick McMahan:  
802-249-8666 or rick@vtbridge.com
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montpelieralive.com/holidays

Holiday  owers and plants
Locally made balsam wreaths 

Shop Local, 
Shop Montpelier.

Happy Holidays from Katie’s 
Jewels, where you can find

the perfect gift. 
Extended store hours 

12/16 to 12/23 

HANDWARMER 

MUG
Makes a great gift! 
(for lefties too)

6 State Street, Montpelier
katiesjewelsvt@gmail.com


