
Editor’s Note: This story is the first in a 
series about bullying in local schools and 
how administrators, board members, par-
ents, community members, and students 
are handling the situation. This story re-
counts the experiences of local students and 
families who encountered these behaviors 
and their attempts to address them. 

As summer starts, parents and stu-
dents search for solutions to bul-
lying in local schools. While the 

school year wound down in June, camps, 
swimming, and part-time jobs were on 
the horizon for many students. And for 
some, summer plans include therapy to 
recover from bullying and harassment 
suffered during the academic year.

The Bridge tried to reach several 
school officials for their perspective on 
this story, but were unsuccessful given 
the proximity to the end of the school 
year and multiple retiring administra-
tors. 

Students,  
Parents  
Describe  
Bullying in 
Local Schools

Just over a week after the U.S. Su-
preme Court overturned Roe v. 
Wade, ending the constitutional 

right to abortion, local organizations and 
activists have been busy campaigning for 
an amendment to the Vermont Constitu-
tion designed to preserve personal repro-
ductive freedom for Vermont citizens.

The Reproductive Liberty Amend-
ment, which goes before Vermont voters 
this November, has become a rallying 
point for several Vermont organizations.

In the wake of the decision — and 
reports of incidents such as a 10-year-old 
rape victim being denied an abortion in 
Ohio — the League of Women Voters 
of Vermont has been campaigning for 
the amendment and supporting national 
outreach efforts to get out the vote in 
advance of mid-term elections.

“Our ability to make decisions for our 
lives and health has everything to do 

with who’s in office, so we need to 
register voters, inform and educate vot-
ers, and then we need to get out the 
vote, and that’s what the league does 
especially well,” said Graniteville resident 
Dottye Ricks, a 35-year member of the 
League of Women Voters. Ricks is also 
the league representative to the coalition 
campaigning for the passage of the Re-
productive Liberty Amendment.

”The RLA would amend Vermont’s 
Constitution to protect every person’s 
right to make their own reproductive 
decisions, like whether and when to be-
come pregnant, use temporary or per-
manent birth control, or seek abortion 
care. We support this coalition through 
organizing and joining protests, rallies, 
media output, and other events in sup-
port of the RLA. We support funding 
this action group and encourage others 
to do so as well,” Ricks said.

The league is one of four organizations 
that make up the Vermont for Reproduc-
tive Liberty Campaign, a coalition led by 
Planned Parenthood Vermont that in-
cludes the Alliance for a Better Vermont 
and the American Civil Liberties Union 
of Vermont.

A person who helped organize a July 3 
protest during Montpelier’s Independence 
Day event (“an ironic holiday,” they said), 
spoke on condition of anonymity, about 
“the importance of Vermont instilling an 
abortion safe haven initiative which of-
fers safe harbor, privacy, and legal repre-
sentation to those seeking abortions and 
reproductive care from states where it has 
become illegal and/or inaccessible, with 
a clause which guarantees protection of, 
and prohibits extradition of, Vermonters 
who may be charged for providing aid 
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see Bullying, page 21 By Cassandra Hemenway

By Lauren Milideo
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Vermonter Delivers 
Supplies to Ukraine / p.5

see Roe Decision, page 16

Vermonters speak out against the U.S. Supreme Court overturning of the landmark abortion rights case Roe 
v. Wade over a week ago. Here, protesters join the parade at Montpelier’s July 3 Independence Day event. 
Photo by John Lazenby.

Summer Fun & 
Primary Election
July 6–19, 2022

Gibson McCoy 
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Vermonters Respond to  
Roe v. Wade Decision
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Montpelier Aims to 
Bring Clothespins 
Back to Their 
Historic Home

Montpelier was once the clothespin 
capital of the world. Montpelier 

Alive and the Montpelier Public Art 
Commission aim to celebrate this history 
by acquiring a sculpture of three large 
clothespins made by local artists and in-
stalling it near the historic home of one 
of Montpelier’s clothespin factories. 

 The National Clothespin Factory 
(on Stone Cutters Way) and the U.S. 
Clothespin Factory (near the current lo-
cation of Shaw’s), dominated clothespin 
manufacturing for parts of three centu-

ries. The U.S. Clothespin Factory build-
ing was notable for one unusual feature, 
a giant clothespin that adorned its roof 
from 1897 to 1924, proclaiming itself 
“The World’s Largest Working Clothes-
pin.” Inspired by this sign, in 2020, local 
artists Ben Cheney, Jesse Cooper, and 
Chris Eaton of Flywheel Industrial Arts 
created a sculpture of three clothespins 
that has been displayed locally at the 
Kent gallery in Calais and the Highland 
Center for the Arts in Greensboro. 

Montpelier Alive and the Montpelier 
Public Art Commission hope to bring 
this unique sculpture to the vacant lot 
beside the Drawing Board on Main 
Street, close to the historic site of the 
“World’s Largest Working Clothespin.” 
Generous donors have already contrib-
uted $6,000 toward the $12,000 cost 
of acquiring and installing the piece. 

The public is invited to help close the 
gap and honor Montpelier’s history with 
this artwork. Contributions can be made 
at montpelieralive.com/clothespins or to 
Montpelier Alive, 39 Main Street, Mont-
pelier, Vermont 05602. 

—press release

Local Students Win 
Historical Society 
Fellowships

The Vermont Historical Society has 
awarded paid fellowships to three 

students from central Vermont. The 
awards are designed to support scholarly 
research into Vermont’s history.

This year’s Mario D. and Rose T. 
Lorenzini Fellowship, a $2000 stipend 
for the summer of 2022, was awarded to 
Montpelier High School student Louisa 
Braun. The fellowship entails approxi-
mately 100 hours of work, culminating 
in a final product relating to the im-
migrant experience in Vermont. Braun 
will conduct her work at the Vermont 
History Center in Barre.

The Mario D. and Rose T. Lorenzini 
Fellowship is underwritten by the estate 
of Mario D. Lorenzini and individual 
donors for a student engaged in work 
related to the immigrant experience in 
Vermont, including, but not limited to 
Italian culture and foodways. 

This year’s recipients of the Geiger Fel-
lowship are U32 student Rory McLane 
and University of Vermont student Jake 
Pehle. They’ll be working to assist the 
cataloging of the Vermont History Cen-
ter collection, launching a new exhibit, 

“A New American Globe: James Wilson 
of Vermont.”

The Geiger Fellowship, underwrit-
ten by Harvey and Pamela Geiger, is a 
$1,500 stipend awarded to two Vermont 
high school juniors or seniors for work 
related to the center’s collections, ar-
chives, or exhibits. Awardees will work 
on activities that include learning to 
use historical artifacts or artwork to tell 
cultural stories, learning about museum 
collections standards, and assisting with 
ongoing exhibitions and Vermont His-
torical Society programming.  

—press release

Annual Nurse 
Pinning Ceremony 
Celebrates 88 
Nursing Students 

In a ceremony dating back to 1860, 
Anna Richardson of Berlin and Winter 

Gascoyne of Montpelier were among the 
88 members of the nursing class of 2022 
who received their Saint Anselm Col-
lege nurse’s pin at the pinning ceremony 
this spring. The annual event celebrates 
the graduates as they enter the nursing 
profession. 

The ceremony celebrates the seniors’ 
completion of the highly respected 
and rigorous nursing program, earning 
the credential of Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing. Upon completion of a li-
censing examination, the graduates will 
have earned the credential of Registered 
Nurses.

—press release

NewsCommunity and Business News in Brief

“Clothespins,” featured at the 
Kent Museum in Calais. Courtesy 
Flywheel Industrial Arts. 
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Maria’s Bagels’ Cafe Closes, Delivery Continues
Maria’s Bagels on Main Street in Barre is closed for walk-in customers to their in-
door cafe. Meanwhile, though, they are still making bagels and are delivering them 
regularly to Quality Market, Barre; Pump and Pantry, Williamstown; Meadow Mart, 
Montpelier; Thomas Farm and Garden, Barre-Montpelier Road; Cabot Village Store, 
Cabot; Marty’s 1st Stop, Danville; Gunner Brook Store, Barre; and Plainfield Hard-
ware, Plainfield.

Hippie Chickpea Expanding
Hippie Chickpea, a restaurant on Elm Street in Montpelier, has expanded with a new 
patio on the south side of the building. Menu items include falafel; gyros; vegan items; 
salads; a children’s menu; desserts (including baklava); and coffee, tea, soda, and beer. 

Bobcat Sightings Reported in Plainfield
Multiple people reported seeing bobcats — in person and on motion-sensor wildlife 
cameras on the Facebook site, Plainfield People. Sightings have been reported near 
the foot of East Hill Road, Lower Road, Gore Road, and Maple Hill. Joe Perreault of 
Plainfield says he has seen three “sets” of bobcats in recent times. He has seen pairs in 
each of the three dens he has discovered in Maple Hill — especially one pair near his 
home. “They live in the woods beside my house — a male and a female — they came 
right in front of my house (when) I was watching TV,” Perreault told The Bridge. 
He has also seen them from his deer stand when sitting for 10 hours while hunting. 
“I’ve had more animals walk by … fisher cats, bobcats, and, two years ago,  some 
otters.” He said he loves to watch animals out in the woods. “They are fun to watch. 
All animals are fun.”

Montpelier Parks and Rec Gets Grant
The Parks and Trees Department of the city of Montpelier got a grant from AARP 
to create a pop-up farm stand in order to distribute affordable produce grown at the 
city’s farm to primarily older residents. It will also transform the front of the senior 
center into a weekly outdoor gathering space, with shade and music. 

Holy Hole-in-One, Batman!
Merrick Grutchfield wrote to The Bridge to tell us about a rare golf week. “My hus-
band Lee Grutchfield made two hole-in-ones within one week, which happened to 
be his birthday week,” Merrick wrote. “During the same week his longtime golfing 
partner also made a hole in one.” May we all have as good a week as Lee Grutchfield 
did while celebrating his birthday.

—compiled by Carla Occaso with a contribution from Cassandra Hemenway 
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What’s that sweetness in the air? If it’s not roses, could it be milkweed, blooming 
now and attracting honey and native nectar-seeking bees? But bees also must 

have pollen to feed their grub-form young before they develop wings. Without pollen, 
no bees. And excellent sources are the common and narrow-leaved plantains of lawns 
(if not mowed too often and the long flowering stalk is allowed to bloom). One of 
our most interesting native pollinators, the docile bi-colored striped sweat bee, with 
its metallic-green head, seems to prefer it over other pollen sources. Kerri Brosnen at 
the North Branch Nature Center has set up a viewing area on the lawn there, where 
you can watch these remarkable tower-building ground bees at work. 

NATURE WATCH
Artwork and words by Nona Estrin

Then & Now

The eastern end of what we now call Memorial Drive was a hub of 
industrial activity in the late nineteenth century. Winooski Avenue, 
as it was known, was part of  Berlin until 1899, when the area was 
annexed by Montpelier. It was a dirt road lined with industrial 
buildings using the river and shacks. It provided the main access to 
the high school (built in 1956) and Langdon Meadow. In 1963 the 
road was widened to provide access to the new interstate highway, 
changing the street’s character considerably. A year later, at the re-
quest of the Chamber of Commerce, the street’s name was changed 
to Memorial Drive.

Historic photos courtesy of Vermont Historical Society;
modern photo and caption by Paul Carnahan
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Abortion is a Baseline 
Issue

To the Editor:
Anyone who would deny a woman 

safe, legal medical care in her own com-
munity would deny anyone, anything, 
anywhere. Justice Alito, et al., say that 
isn’t so, but we know how honorable Ka-
vanaugh, Conan Barrett, Thomas, and 
Gorsuch are with their lying talk about 
honoring legal precedent.

So, what can we do? Here in Vermont 
we are fortunate to be able to pass a 
constitutional amendment guaranteeing 
a woman’s right to reproductive choice. 
But how do we help women living in 
misogynistic, repressive states? We can 
support political candidates that support 
women’s reproductive rights. We vote.

But more than that we need to help 
women in Republican-controlled states 
travel for the health care they need. This 
is especially true for low-income women. 
By supporting Planned Parenthood and 
other organizations supporting women’s 
rights, we can help women victimized by 
this right-wing tyranny.

The Supreme Court and its oppressive 
cohorts in state governments are now 
condemning all women to compulsory 
motherhood. There are no exceptions for 
age (young or old), rape, incest, health of 

the pregnant woman, fetal deformity, or 
any other considerations of the woman 
involved.

Abortion is not a single issue. This is a 
baseline issue. Anyone who is not a het-
erosexual white male is now a vulnerable 
second-class citizen.

Robin Taylor, Marshfield

Freedom for All – People 
and Animals

To the Editor:
When we think about our indepen-

dence and freedom in the United States, 
I wonder how many people think of the 
freedom of farmed animals. There are 
currently 1.6 billion animals in our na-
tion’s 25,000 factory farms who often 
never see the light of day.

Cows, chickens, pigs, and more are 
subjected to unnecessary breeding, over-
feeding, abuse, and slaughter each and 
every day. The majority of these animals 
are raised in environments unfit for any 
beings, and there seems to be no end in 
sight.

But releasing animals from cages, 
crates, and the psychological torment of 
BigAg and slaughterhouses can happen 
and is truly a step towards independence 
for all. When we stop treating animals 
as commodities, overall suffering in the 

world reduces, the Earth can heal, pan-
demic and antibiotic-resistance risks are 
reduced, and human health will improve.

Luckily, there are options. Browse any 
grocery store or food co-op and you’ll 
uncover a variety of delicious, and nu-
tritious, plant-based burgers and more. 
Companies like Beyond Meat, Impos-
sible Foods, Gardein, and Field Roast 
are showing up at cookouts across the 
country and are proving that this 4th of 
July there can be freedom for all.

Moses Belinie, Montpelier

Climate Actions Large and 
Small Matter

To the Editor:
As a student intern with the Vermont 

Public Health Association, it was dis-
tressing to learn that some Vermonters 
believe that because our state is small, 
our efforts to combat climate change are 
futile. If smaller communities use their 
size as an excuse to remain stagnant sur-
rounding climate issues, we will achieve 
little success; in psychological terms, the 
bystander effect will block action. Only 
through collective action will the human 
race overcome the existential threat of 
climate change.

Vermont, though small, does have a 
substantial population, and that popula-
tion has an impact on the environment. 
The individual and collective actions of 
well over 600,000 Vermont residents 

contribute significantly to atmospheric, 
plastic, and water pollution. Initiatives 
and laws spearheaded within Vermont 
are vital steps in addressing the climate 
crisis and could serve as a model for other 
states. 

According to Vermont Rep. Martin 
LaLonde’s (D-Chittenden-7-1) 2022 
End-of-Session Report, almost a quarter 
of Vermont’s funds from the American 
Rescue Plan Act are going toward cli-
mate change investments. Vermont leads 
the nation in this category, aiming for a 
“green recovery” from COVID-19, and 
by doing so, mitigating future public 
health risks created by climate change. 

Montpelier has several notable climate 
initiatives, including its commitment to 
reach net-zero carbon emissions for mu-
nicipal operations by 2030 and to obtain 
city-wide neutrality by 2050. Montpelier 
taking this step will help set carbon neu-
trality as a precedent for other Vermont 
towns and other state capitals. 

Global climate action starts locally. 
Just as a machine cannot function with-
out its small but essential parts, global 
solutions to climate change can’t happen 
without the participation of all regions, 
large and small. The actions that Mont-
pelier residents, and Vermonters as a 
whole, take to address this global threat 
are as crucial as any other region in solv-
ing this issue. 

Madi Sandy, Jericho

Letters to the Editor
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More than 125 days have passed 
since Russia invaded Ukraine. 
Tens of thousands of Ukrai-

nian civilians have been injured and 
killed by the Russian invasion, includ-
ing nearly 300 children killed and nearly 
500 more injured. Russia has lost tens of 
thousands of troops and thousands of 
tanks, aircraft, and other vehicles. Mil-
lions of civilians fled Ukraine, but mil-
lions more have committed themselves 
to the fight at home. 

It’s worthwhile to know a little back-
ground about the relationship between 
Russia and Ukraine. In 1932, during the 
Holodomor, millions of Ukrainians were 
intentionally starved to death by the 
Soviet government. In 1944, the Soviet 
Union forcefully deported hundreds of 
thousands of Crimean Tatars from their 
homes, reducing the Tatar population in 
Crimea by nearly half while moving Rus-
sians in. For much of the 20th century, 
the Ukrainian language and expressions 
of Ukrainian culture were banned under 
a state policy of Russification. Distant 
family members told me that they cried 
with joy after the fall of the Soviet Union 
in 1991 because they could sing the state 
anthem of Ukraine again. In 2013 and 
2014, Ukrainians revolted against a gov-
ernment that was pushing to integrate 
more closely with Russia. As a reaction 
to their success, Russia invaded parts 
of southeastern Ukraine and annexed 

Crimea. Most Ukrainians recognize this 
year’s invasion as an escalation of an 
ongoing war that Russia started in 2014. 

In January, with Russian troops mass-
ing on the Ukrainian border, I started 
looking for contact information for my 
Ukrainian cousins to know what was 
happening with them. I made new con-
nections and some reconnections after 
decades. Around this time, I was also 
planning a three-week course trip to Ber-
lin, Germany with about a dozen Nor-
wich University students and discovered 
that there were regular volunteer drivers 
who travelled between Berlin and the 
Polish-Ukrainian border. I decided that 
over one of my free weekends in Berlin, 
I would do the same: rent a car, take 
supplies to the border, and bring anyone 
back that needed a ride.

A few weeks later, I met Jim and Lar-
issa Haas, the couple behind the terrific 
Rise Up Bakery in Barre. By that time, 
Larissa (originally from Kyiv) had crowd-
funded more than $20,000 and was in 
the process of buying medical supplies. 
As luck would have it, I would be leav-
ing for Germany just after she received 
the supplies. Larissa saw that it would be 
cheaper for me to take them than for her 
to ship them, which would free up funds 
to buy more medical supplies. 

In mid-May, I drove nine uneventful 
hours through Germany and Poland. 
Larissa had put me in touch with Pawel, 

a Polish-born Ukrainian who lives in a 
town near the border, who would take 
the supplies the rest of the way to Kyiv. 
Pawel was wholeheartedly welcoming — 
after I dropped off the boxes in his ga-
rage, he invited me to a barbecue. There 
was a mix of other Polish-born Ukraini-
ans and Ukrainian refugees playing vol-
leyball there along with their kids. 

At the barbecue, we reflected on the 
fact that a military base 10 kilometers 
away had been hit by cruise missiles, but 
people felt completely safe on the other 
side of that made-up line of the bor-
der. I learned then that Ukrainians had 
borrowed some language from Tolkien’s 
“Lord of the Rings” series: they referred 
to the Russians as “orcs.” Pawel described 
their barbecue get-together like being in 
Hobbiton. 

The question I heard from everyone I 
talked to was whether we (Americans) 
supported them. They were grateful for 
the aid that the US government had been 
sending, and even more so for the aid 
from crowdfunded efforts like Larissa’s. 
But they weren’t sure exactly how much 
support they actually had for their efforts 
to defend their country.

These are people who do not want their 

homes destroyed, who don’t want their 
family members killed, who don’t want to 
be conquered by Russia. It’s not about the 
United States or NATO or you and me. 
It’s about the Ukrainian people. Though 
this war has gone on for months now and 
received a lot of media coverage, please 
don’t let it exhaust you or let it disappear 
from your consciousness. The politicians 
are going to do what they’re going to do, 
but we as individuals can still help indi-
vidual Ukrainians. If you have the means, 
let’s show them that we do support them 
and please continue to donate to Larissa’s 
fundraiser so that we can get more medi-
cal supplies there this summer and join 
the Vermont Stands with Ukraine Face-
book group to stay updated with ways 
that you can continue to help.

Jeremy Hansen lives in Berlin, Ver-
mont, and is a computer science professor 
at Norwich University. He is a former 
Berlin Selectboard member and founded 
CVFiber, a communications union dis-
trict serving central Vermont. He is also 
a candidate for the Democratic nomina-
tion for the State Senate district serving 
Washington County, Braintree, Orange, 
and Stowe.

Vermont Stands with Ukraine
By Jeremy Hansen

Commentary
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Business

Vermont is distinguished by its 
efforts to minimize the intru-
sion of large and overbearing 

roadside signs, but one of the smaller, 
approved signs familiar to people in the 
capital region is Heney Realtors. Heney 
Realtors has recently been acquired by 
Element Real Estate, and the logo on 
those for sale signs is about to change, 
but Heney isn’t going away.

Tim Heney, along with Jessica Bridge 
and Dan Cypress, owners of Element, 
regard the new organization as a part-
nership. It was Heney, in fact, who 
proposed the acquisition after getting to 
know Bridge and Cypress. Element has 
offices in Burlington and Stowe, while 
Heney Realtors has offices in Barre and 
Montpelier. 

“The good news is that Heney Rela-
tors/Element Real Estate will continue 
to provide the kind of local, professional 
services and the values we share,” said 
Heney. “It also expands our market 
reach and provides greater expertise in 
online marketing and social media than 
we have had before. But the key ele-
ments of our operations will remain the 
same.”

Heney also noted that his family’s 
other business, Montpelier Property 
Management, is separate from the ac-
quisition of Heney Realtors by Element. 
The property management company 
owns approximately 100 residential 
units, retail store fronts, office build-
ings, and restaurant facilities.

In announcing the acquisition, Bridge 
and Cypress wrote, “Our values and 
ethics are seamlessly aligned, and we 
couldn’t be more excited about the op-
portunity to work with Tim Heney 
and the agents at Heney Realtors. The 
Heney name is synonymous with integ-
rity and expertise, as is evidenced by the 
reputation and strength of the Heney 
agents.”

Heney Realtors was founded in 1956 
by Tim’s father, Bud Heney. Tim Heney 
said he is excited by the shared values 
and commitment to business integrity 
he found with Element. “We have tried 
participating in three different franchise 
organizations over the years. It was 
never a good fit,” he said.

Meanwhile, Heney expects the new 
signage will be coming out soon.

Heney Realtors Acquired  
by Element Real Estate
By J. Gregory Gerdel

 Tim Heney with Element owners Jessica Bridge and Dan Cypress. 
Courtesy photo.
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The main gateway to Montpelier’s 
retail center contains a dizzying 
amount of activity for a small 

municipality. That’s why work on a 
state-of-the-art traffic light is slated for 
this summer at the junction of Main and 
Barre streets, where drivers often experi-
ence long delays, and pedestrians and 
cyclists alike have trouble navigating.

An active railroad crossing, parking 
lot entrances and exits, bicycle and pe-
destrian paths, a bus stop, parking spots, 
crosswalks, sidewalks, and streets all 
converge here. Compounding the con-
gestion is a new crosswalk only feet 
away from, and parallel to, an existing 
crosswalk with blinking lights. A recent 
paved entrance to some improved city 
parking has only intensified the confu-
sion. 

The new light is the first of two 
upcoming schemes intended to smooth 
movement and improve safety at the 
juncture, according to Corey Line, the 
city engineer managing both projects. 

The second undertaking aims to es-
tablish better passage through the busy 

intersection for cyclists and will create 
a solid link between existing sections of 
the downtown bike path where it crosses 
Main Street by Shaw’s supermarket.

The two projects, though closely re-
lated, have separate funding sources and 
are viewed by the city as independent 
undertakings with different timelines, 
Line indicated.

Construction will likely cause more 
traffic delays than usual in the short 
term, said Line, but officials hope that 
by fall traffic will move more fluidly 
than in years. 

A $500,000 bond for the light was 
approved by voters in March, and the 
city will soon select a consultant to de-
velop the site plan. A series of public 
presentations will follow, with each step 
“providing an added level of detail as 
public comments and site limitations are 
taken into account before construction 
begins,” Line said. 

When completed, “The lights in the 
area will all talk with one another,” Line 
added, and use “adaptive technology” to 
match cycles with other lights on Memo-

rial Drive and State Street, changing as 
needed in real time.

The new bike path connector, funded 
by state and federal monies, will incor-
porate part of Barre Street and form a 
safe corridor for cyclists to travel through 
the intersection and beyond. 

Officials chose the crossing design 
from several proposed in a comprehen-
sive 2019 study by Dubois & King, 
Line said. Extending the bike path down 
Barre Street will require “demolishing 
the south side sidewalk, curb reconstruc-
tion and moving six catch basins,” ac-
cording to the study.

Barre Street will likely need to be 
closed or reduced to one lane during 
construction, the study points out, and 
the finished plan will necessitate the loss 
of 13 public parking spots — much to 
the concern of some residents and down-
town retailers.

“It is too early to know all of the poten-
tial traffic impacts during construction,” 
Line noted, but traffic control plans will 
be submitted to officials before starting, 
and the public will be kept apprised.

City to Relieve Traffic Headaches  
at Main and Barre Intersection
By Mason Singer

News

The intersection of Main and Barre 
Streets. Photo by John Lazenby.
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Patrick Healy has seen and overseen many 
changes at Green Mount Cemetery since 
he became director in 1986, but none more 

so than in the past two years.
As is true for so many organizations, COVID-19 

was a catalyst for change. For decades the cem-
etery has worked with crews from the Vermont 
Department of Corrections for grounds mainte-
nance, but when COVID shut down the state in 
March 2020, the cemetery found itself without 
the necessary workforce to regularly mow the 
35-acre area.

“All of a sudden we had two people versus 
a crew of eight to ten,” Patrick explains. “How 
were we going to do all we needed to do? It 
forced us to change.”

New Land Management Practices
That change — a new mowing policy — turns 

out to have been ecologically and aesthetically 
foresightful. In the past, crews mowed the entire 
cemetery twice a month. Now they cut only the 
older sections (designed in 1852) in late summer 
and mow the “new” sections (those opened in 
the 1940s) a minimum of three inches every two 
weeks. They will also mow all areas before winter 
sets in to ensure that rodents do not find hiber-
nal burrowing spaces. 

Pathways and edges throughout the older sec-
tions will be mowed on a regular basis to permit 
walking through these historic areas. And any-
one with a family lot in an older section can con-
tact the cemetery for the gravesite to be cleared 
for visits. 

Less mowing encourages the growth of wild-
flowers and provides habitat for butterflies, ben-
eficial insects, and birds. The cemetery is further 
promoting habitat preservation by using no 
pesticides, planting several pollinator gardens, 
and transitioning to non-fossil-fuel maintenance 
equipment.

While these new conservation practices reflect 
changing values in land management, Patrick 
sees them also as hearkening back to the past. 

“Keep in mind that for the first 100 years of 
Green Mount the grass was not cut,” he notes. 
“If you look at the faces of the older monu-
ments, where the family names are displayed, 
you’ll see that they are above the grass level. 
Cows and sheep grazed in cemeteries. It wasn’t 
until the 1950s when society started using me-
chanical mowers and the 1980s when weed trim-
mers came into wider use.” 

With the new mowing practices in place, Pat-
rick has seen the cemetery become a conser-

vation idyll. “Besides seeing many more birds, 
butterflies, and bees, in early June we saw a doe 
leave her fawn in the tall grass for a few hours,” 
he says. “Turkeys are constantly perusing for 
seeds and bugs. Last summer, an eagle was a 
constant visitor.” He has also noticed that more 
people are walking throughout the three-plus 
miles of roads in the cemetery, and that visitors 
comment on how beautiful the cemetery is in its 
natural state.

“This is an experiment,” Patrick emphasizes. 
“We can go back to mowing if the public wishes. 
I just believe that these new policies enable us 
to efficiently use our financial resources for a 
more healthy and beautiful cemetery environ-
ment.”

A New Role for Work Crews
The return of the prison work crews — who 

participate as part of a voluntary sentence-
reduction program — means that their attention 
can now be turned to the many tasks that arise 
in maintaining the vast and hilly arcadia of Green 
Mount, including the restoration and cleaning 
of 4,000-plus memorials, repairing sunken areas, 
and adding low-maintenance, pollinator-friendly 
plantings. 

Patrick emphasizes not only how important 
these work crews are to the cemetery, but also 
how important the cemetery is to the work 
crews. “There is a lot of talent in jails,” he notes. 
“These men need to get outside, they want to 

get out and work. They like to see their work. 
They like to see their work appreciated. They will 
drive by the cemetery the rest of their lives and 
see their work here.” 

Natural Burials
There is one new section of the cemetery that 

will only be mowed in the fall, “The Orchard,” 
an area recently designated as a natural burial 
ground. Essentially, a natural burial is a way of 
caring for the remains of the dead with minimal 
environmental impact. Natural burials can con-
tribute to the reduction of carbon emissions, the 
protection of workers’ health, and the restora-
tion and preservation of habitat

Yet Patrick wasn’t necessarily a fan of green 
burials when the issue first arose in the legisla-
ture about eight years ago. “No one could an-
swer my questions about how to do one safely in 
Vermont,” he explains. 

It was the input of longtime cemetery commis-
sioner Darragh Ellerson that helped move Green 
Mount into natural burials. When her husband, 
beloved Montpelier pediatrician David Ellerson, 
died in 2017, Darragh collaborated with Patrick 
to work through the questions involved with 
burying a body without embalming and with 
minimal shrouding or casketing. Dr. Ellerson was 
Green Mount’s first natural burial.

“Now I can confidently explain to people who 
want a natural burial what is involved,” says Pat-
rick. For example, natural burials happen imme-
diately after death. “You’re not going to be able 
to wait for Uncle Joe to come in from California.”

In addition, Patrick explains to families that 
there may be odors or body fluids present, that 
the family is responsible for getting the body 
to the gravesite (funeral homes, if involved, can 
facilitate the transport), and that all gravesites 
in The Orchard must have a flat granite marker. 
(Natural burials can also be in other parts of the 
cemetery, where raised monuments are allowed, 
with prior consultation with the cemetery direc-
tor.)

Patrick reports that many people have shown 
an interest in natural burials and stresses that 
advance planning — talking to the cemetery 
director about your family’s desires — is essen-
tial. “We’re here for the families,” says Patrick. 
“That’s what we’re all about.”

Green Mount has prepared information sheets 
on new natural resources management practices 
and natural burials, which can be obtained by 
emailing cemetery@montpelier-vt.org.

A Message From City Hall
This page was paid for by the City of Montpelier.

This is a paid commentary and does not reflect the opinions, reporting, or ideas of Bridge Community Media.

Green Mount Cemetery Cares  
for the Earth and the Community

By Therese Mageau, Cemetery Commissioner

New mowing practices at Green Mount have 
brought back the historical look and feel of the 
cemetery, encouraged the growth of wildflow-
ers, and provided a habitat for butterflies, ben-
eficial insects, and birds. Courtesy photo.
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Arts

Some use Montpelier’s Capital 
Region Visitors Center to ask for 
directions and find a good res-

taurant. Some use it for the bathrooms 
during the Capital City Farmers Mar-
ket. But local artists and craftspeople 
use it to display and sell their wares. 

On a recent sunny Saturday morning 
the center buzzed with activity. One 
woman said she was visiting from Florida 
and admired an antique sled on display. 
A man from Connecticut shared sled-
ding stories from his childhood. And 
around the corner on the walls, win-
dowsills, shelves, and other displays were 
ample examples of the center’s featured 
artist, Nancy Schade. 

Winter landscapes, interior still lifes, 
and autumn harvest scenes were part of 
her repertoire. But the most striking pieces 
of art were her bronze statues, numbering 
about six, including a depiction of a horse, 
a bust of Maria Von Trapp, a person snow-
boarding, and a whimsical depiction of a 
person sitting on the front of a horseshoe 
crab wearing a horseshoe crab hat. And, 
in the main reception room with the wel-
come desk and display case, a little bronze 
baby in a bucket was on display.

Sitting in the main re-
ception room was Ver-
mont Ambassador Meg 
Fuller, who offered a 
welcoming smile and an-
swers to questions. She 
told The Bridge artists 
have promotional dis-
plays for two months at 
a time in the off-season, 
and every month from 
July through October. 
The pieces are for sale, 
and all proceeds go di-
rectly to the artist. 

Other artists and 
craftspeople on this 
late June day included  
NEKWood Turnings, 
Annie Caswell (kissedby-
firecreations.com), Tracy 
Gillespie (kitchentableprinter.com), Ste-
phen Huneck galleries, soijen.com, and 
more.

Additionally, each new promotional 
display features a Vermont maple pro-
ducer. The Bridge saw a display by Tem-
pleton Farm. This family-owned farm, 
in operation since 1810, according to 

templetonfarm.com, is currently being 
run by Bruce Chappell — a seventh gen-
eration descendent. The East Montpelier 
farm taps 2,700 trees using a pipeline 
with a vacuum system. Much of the 
syrup is canned right in the sugarhouse 
moments after it is produced. Also for 
sale are knitted items, hand-painted 

wooden clothespins, a 
wooden rocking chair, 
and other Vermont-based 
items.

Of course the center 
also has a large selection 
of maps, brochures, and 
travel guides. Informa-
tion is available on maple 
sugarhouses, cheesemak-
ers, breweries, wineries, 
farmers markets, skiing, 
golfing, camping, hik-
ing, hunting, boating, 
bicycling, music, theater, 
museums, art galler-
ies, antiquing, lodging, 
dining, bookstores, and 
shopping.

Hours are 7 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday through Friday, and 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.

The Capital Region Visitors Center is 
located at 134 State Street and was de-
veloped to boost the economic development 
of Montpelier to bring visitors off Inter-
state-89 to the downtown. Call 802-828-
5981 for more information.

Art Gallery in Visitors Center Worth Visiting
By Carla Occaso

“The Worcester Range” landscape painting by Nancy Schrade 
is on display at the Visitors Center. Photo by Carla Occaso.
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Margaret Gibson McCoy believes 
it’s never too late to get back on 
track, literally and figuratively.

A former track-and-field athlete at 
Montpelier High School and the Uni-
versity of Vermont, Gibson McCoy gave 
up the sport after an injury during her 
freshman year at UVM and stayed away 
for 30 years. She rediscovered her love 
for the sport at age 53 in an effort to 
improve her mental and physical fitness.

Her rededication was rewarded in May 
when Gibson McCoy took home two 
gold medals in the age 60–64 division 
at the 2022 National Senior Games in 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida. She said re-
turning to the sport not only improved 
her health, it provided a foundation of 
strength in her personal life as well.

“It’s never too late to find something 
you really enjoy, whether it’s track or 
pickleball or shuffleboard, anything that 
inspires you,” she said. “It’s never too late 
to start.”

Gibson McCoy, who works for the 
Vermont Council on Rural Develop-
ment, said she thought she might medal 
in her top event, the triple jump, but her 
gold in the long jump, which came first, 
was a bit unexpected.

“I didn’t sleep well the night before 
the long jump but maybe the nerves con-
verted to adrenaline because my jump 
(12 feet, 8 inches) was my best of the year 
and well beyond what I had been doing 
in practice,” she said.

The triple jump, a combination hori-
zontal jump sometimes compared to a 
hop, skip, and a jump, came the next day. 
Her leap of 26 feet, 2 inches, was by far 
the best in the nine-person field.

Gibson McCoy said she doesn’t jump 
to win but having competition like that 
in the Senior Games helps to motivate 
her during long hours of practice.

“The beauty about track is that you 
are also competing against yourself,” she 
said. “So it’s like you go for your own 
personal best and if you get your personal 
best you’re happy and it’s not necessarily 
about winning, although winning is the 
icing on the cake. Winning at nationals 
was really thrilling.”

Gibson McCoy was inspired to re-
turn to jumping after seeing a story on 
WCAX about Vermont’s most decorated 
senior athlete, Flo Meiler of Shelburne. 
Meiler, who is now 87, holds at least two 
dozen world records in her age group. 
The pair crossed paths during train-
ing at UVM’s Gucciardi Center and 
were roommates at the Fort Lauderdale 
games.

“We celebrated quite a bit,” Gibson 
McCoy said.

Gibson McCoy, who comes from a 
dynastic line of Vermont public servants, 
was part of a state champion girls track 
team under Rome Aja at MHS. Her 
father was Ernest Gibson III, a state Su-
preme Court justice, her grandfather, Er-
nest Jr., was a Vermont governor, and her 

great-grandfather was a U.S. Representa-
tive and U.S. Senator from Vermont.

Returning to the sport also led her to 
serve as a jumping coach for Mark Chap-
lin at U-32, where her sons attended high 
school. 

“Track has really given me a lot,” she 
said. “It’s become a big part of who I am. 
When things in life are tough, doing 
track was the positive outlet that literally 

kept me going. When you stand at the 
end of the runway and talk yourself into 
being fast, strong, and powerful, there’s 
just something about that that you carry 
with you in life.”

Gibson McCoy’s gold-medal–winning 
days might not be over. She has qualified 
in the long jump and expects to qualify 
in triple jump before next year’s nationals 
in Pittsburgh.

Never Too Late to Go for Gold
Margaret Gibson McCoy Jumps to Two Gold Medals at National Senior Games

By Tom Brown

Sports

Margaret Gibson McCoy wears the two gold medals she won recently at 
the National Senior Games. Photo by Tom Brown.
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Kai Duckless-Lowell ponders a 
question asked of writers every-
where: “How did you come up 

with the idea for your book?” 
The eight year old, eyes framed in 

oversized Harry Potter glasses, thinks 
for a minute and then answers, “Well 
…, I really like Minecraft but it’s way 
funner playing with friends so I wanted 
my friends to play.” Kai, pen name 
Aquilla, co-authored the book with her 
friend, Ehro Dorman. 

“Minecraft” is a small handmade 
book with a Minecraft-type illustration 
decorating the cover. It’s displayed on 
a special shelf in the Kellogg-Hubbard 
Library’s Children’s Room along with 
other works by area kids. A sign at 
the top of the shelf announces “Local 
Kids Create.” Kai also has another work 
in the collection, “How I Made This 
Book,” which begins, “It started with 
an idea.”

How it Started
“Local Kids Create” got its start when 

Mia Rubow, director of the Montpelier 
school and child-care center, Thickets, 
contacted Nicole Westbom, Kellogg-
Hubbard’s head youth librarian. Rubow 
wondered if the library would exhibit 
a book her students, Kai and Ehro, 
had put together on their own. Westom 
agreed. Other young library patrons saw 
“Minecraft” on display and brought in 
books they had written. Soon West-
bom had enough to fill a shelf. The 
display now features seven books, all 
constructed by the kids themselves and 
illustrated with pencils, markers, and 
crayons. 

When children write stories, they’re 
boosting creativity and problem solving. 
Writing can help them to learn more 
about their own identity, and, as any 
elementary school teacher can tell you, 
the more you write, the better you read. 
The more you read the better you write. 

Why are Kids Inspired to Write?
What is it about Westbom’s exhibit 

that inspires these kids to write even 
when it’s not required for school? 

She doesn’t award prizes to her local 
authors. She gives them only an oppor-
tunity to show their work and to know 
it’s been seen.

“Children enjoy books very naturally 
and enjoy creating them,” Westbom 
says. “It’s gratifying on a lot of levels. As 
soon as the authors come in, they check 
to see if their book is still there. If they 
notice that it’s in someone’s hands and 
being read, there’s a smile.”

Ten-year-old Elena Cannon con-
tributed “Life With Kayla,” a “graphic 
novel” with a message.

“It’s that you shouldn’t dress to im-
press,” says Elena, who is working on a 

new story about a group of animals who 
get lost in the woods and try to find 
their way home. 

Two authors in the collection, who 
clearly have a talent for marketing, de-
cided to add a crown-shaped, “Hot New 
Thing” label to their book, “Ella’s Per-
formance.” Others, like nine-year-old 
Chaitra Devarakonda, may keep a lower 
profile. She wrote “Farm Animals on the 
Loose” because “I always wanted to live 
on a farm … My friend Emmy saw the 
(Local Kids) poster in the library and 
told me about it.” 

How did she feel when she saw her 
book on display? “Proud … proud and 
excited,” Devarakonda says softly. 

All of these books are cataloged just 
like any other library acquisition, with 
the name of the author and a photo of 
the book. Unlike the other books, how-
ever, these don’t circulate. 

If there’s a lesson here, it might be that 
just having your work acknowledged 
can be inspiring, a fact that online com-
panies have become increasingly aware 
of. 

Lulu Jr.com, for example, promises 
that you can “Unleash Your Kids Cre-
ativity” by purchasing “a complete kit 
for writing, illustrating, and publishing 
their very own hardcover book.” Some 
parents may want to explore the possi-
bility of having a child’s story commer-
cially bound, however, when asked what 
kids must have to create a book. Kai has 
a simpler way of looking at it. “You need 
an idea, a title, and then a story to share 
your idea.”

When Local Authors Create

Kai Duckless-Lowell, pen name 
Aquilla Duckless-Lowell, with her 
handmade book.

By Mary Cole Mello
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Representing Barre Town and part 
of Williamstown, the Washing-
ton-Orange district has been 

dominated by Republicans since 1984. 
This year, Democrat Melissa Battah is 
hoping to change that, running against 
incumbent Rep. Francis “Topper” Mc-
Faun (who, if elected, will be serving 
in his 10th term) and Republican Gina 
Galfetti. 

The Bridge reached out to all three 
candidates for an interview, but only 
two responded, Battah and McFaun. 
Galfetti did not respond to three emails 
that included the interview questions. In 
a phone call she said she would respond, 
but as of press time, The Bridge has not 
received her answers. The Bridge was 
unable to find a website or Facebook 
page related to her candidacy. Candidate 
answers are below, in alphabetical order.

Tell us about yourself and your 
priorities:

Melissa Battah (MB): I’m a mom, 
wife, community organizer, and non-
profit manager. I am chair of the board 
of the Good Samaritan Haven and vol-
unteer with my son’s BYSA soccer team. 
I am committed to listen to the needs 
of our community and build on its 
foundations. We must establish safe and 
stable housing. We must ensure Ver-
mont works for all and address racial 
disparities. Vermont must build a strong 
economy rooted in economic justice — a 
livable minimum wage including tipped 
workers; adjusting the education tax so 
that it is more equitable; and promoting 
climate justice jobs.

Francis Topper McFaun (FTM): I 
have spent my working life in Vermont 
with my wife and three children, who 
grew up, went to school, and now live 
in Vermont. My career in public service 
started with building the first Neigh-
borhood Youth Corps employment pro-
gram in the country, then as director 
of the Office of Economic Opportu-
nity, assistant director of the Office of 
Manpower Services, then I directed the 
Barre and White River offices of the 
Department of Labor. I retired and was 

elected to the state legislature where I 
serve on the Human Services Commit-
tee. I have served as a volunteer on many 
Barre Town and community boards.

What are your thoughts about 
Proposition 5 (a proposal 
to amend the Vermont 
Constitution to ensure every 
Vermonter is afforded personal 
reproductive liberty, which will 
be on the ballot for all voters in 
November)?

MB: All Vermonters have the right 
to make choices regarding their own 
medical decisions. We must continue 
to protect and fight for the rights of 
all Vermonters regarding this. I believe 
support for Prop 5 ensures that every 
person who lives in our state will be able 
to make such decisions.

FTM: Proposition 5 embeds a wom-
an’s ability to control her reproductive 
health care in the Vermont Constitu-
tion. Proposition 5 has gone through 
the legislative process with strong favor-
able support and now is in the hands 
of Vermont’s voters. It will be voted 
on November 6, 2022. An affirmative 
vote will make it part of the Vermont 
State Constitution. This past year con-
traception became free for all women in 
Vermont. I was the lead sponsor of the 
bill which was passed by the legislature 
in 2021 to remove that cost from Ver-

mont women as they make reproductive 
health decisions.

Are there ways you’d like to see 
Vermont’s gun laws changed? 

MB: Children should not be afraid 
to go to school, and parents should not 
be afraid to put their children on the 
bus. We must be safe in our homes, 
our neighborhoods, and at work, with-
out the constant threat of gun violence 
hanging over our heads. I believe sup-
port for the Second Amendment goes 
hand-in-hand with keeping the guns out 
of the hands of dangerous people.

FTM: I would like to see a special 
legislative committee look at federal and 
state gun laws and their enforcement, 
then make informed recommendations 
to the general assembly if necessary for 
any changes in existing laws.

 
Real estate prices in Vermont 
have increased significantly in 
the past couple of years, and the 
housing inventory is low; do you 
see a solution in the legislature 
to make homeownership 
affordable to Vermonters? 

MB: Decades of underfunding the 
Vermont Affordable Housing Coali-
tion and few new housing opportuni-
ties along with a global pandemic have 
brought our housing crisis to the sur-

face. It will take time to build a robust 
housing market, one that is affordable 
for a spectrum of residents including 
our workforce. We must continue to 
provide access to immediate housing 
needs and support improvements for 
existing housing stock to make them 
more energy-efficient, safer for families, 
children, and those with disabilities.

FTM: Act 181 and Act 182 show 
the legislature has taken very important 
steps to expand access to safe and af-
fordable purchased and rental housing 
including: 
• Authorization and funding for VHFA 

to provide grants to first-generation 
homebuyers.

• Funding for manufactured home re-
pair and replacement.

• Funding for a missing middle-income 
homeownership development pilot 
program.

• Improve access to homeownership for 
Vermonters from historically margin-
alized or disadvantaged communities.

• Streamlining the Act 250 exemption 
for priority housing projects.

• Monitoring and evaluating the imple-
mentation of Act 182 [Home own-
ership] and Act 181 [rental housing 
safety issues] needs to be done before 
developing new legislation on afford-
able homeownership.

 
What’s the most important 
thing you can do as a state 
representative related to 
climate change?

MB: I want to leave the Earth in 
better condition for my children and 
future generations. Ensuring our energy 
dollars are kept in-state by weaning our 
economy off fossil fuels and generating 
more of Vermont’s energy locally would 
be a start. This will not only help ad-
dress climate change but also strengthen 
our state’s economic future. 

TFM: Help develop climate solutions 
that are reasonable, realistic, affordable, 
and produce measurable results in Ver-
mont’s unique environment.

Two Repubs, One Dem Vie to Represent Barre Town
By Cassandra Hemenway

From left, Melissa Battah and Topper McFaun. Courtesy photos.
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Five political hopefuls — including 
one incumbent — have thrown 
their hats in the ring for two seats 

in the House of Representatives in Barre’s 
Washington-3. Democratic incumbent 
Peter Anthony is running for a second 
term, but longtime representative Tommy 
Walz, also a Democrat, announced in 
March he will not seek re-election. Walz 
has been at his post since April 7, 2014. 

Walz told The Bridge by phone he 
decided not to run because he will be 77 
years old by the next election. Walz said 
that while he thoroughly enjoyed his time 
in office, the last two pandemic years 
were “not so fun” because lawmakers had 
to conduct business over Zoom meetings 
rather than in person and over lunch. 
Nevertheless, Walz said he felt blessed 
that Barre City voters gave him four terms 
in office, which allowed him to formulate 
policy and help the people of Vermont.

Those who have filed for candidacy 
include incumbent Democrat Peter An-
thony, Democrat Jonathan Williams, and 
Republicans city councilman Michael 
Deering II, Thomas “Tom” Kelly, and 
Brian Judd. Kelly and Judd did not return 
either a phone call or email from The 
Bridge seeking information. 

Responses are listed in alphabetical 
order by last name for fairness.

Incumbent Rep. Peter Anthony, 
D-Barre City

Anthony was born in the “Hell’s 
Kitchen” section of Manhattan and grad-
uated high school in Cape Cod, accord-
ing to his bio on legislature.vermont.gov. 
He came to Vermont to attend Goddard 
College. He returned to New York to get 
a doctorate. He also worked on a dairy 
farm in Plainfield, Vermont and as a 
motorcycle mechanic in Barre, Vermont 
before becoming a professor of econom-
ics at Castleton State College. Anthony 
also served on the Barre City Council, 
the board of civil authority, and the Barre 
Democratic Committee. He assumed his 
curent office on January 9, 2019.

Proposition 5: Anthony said he voted 
to move forward Proposition 5, the 
amendment to Vermont’s Constitution 
governing reproductive rights called a 
“Declaration of rights; right to personal 
reproductive liberty.” He noted it is now 
up to the people of Vermont to decide its 
fate in November.

Gun Laws: Anthony said he supports a 
complete closing of the ‘Charlotte’ loop-
hole. He also would like to see moving 
the background check default period from 
(the federal rule of) three days to seven 
business days. Additionally, he would like 
clarification and standards for emergency 
orders to remove firearms by court order. 
“This was especially important in the 
context of domestic assault/violence. It 
was just in time to prevent a threatened 
gun attack on a Fair Haven public school 

by one student,” he wrote by email to 
The Bridge. There is no place in private 
“arsenals” for assault weapons, as far as 
Anthony is concerned, rather they should 
“stay with soldiers performing their of-
ficial duties.” 

Housing: There are many regional so-
lutions for housing problems — including 
ways to govern rental property, tenancy, 
and controlling Airbnbs, as Burlington 
has done. Anthony noted Vermont pro-
vides loans and grants through various 
organizations, but those are by applica-
tion by other (usually private) entities, 
and proposals are extremely competitive. 
Additionally, attempts to “change Act 250 
and override local zoning have a check-
ered record of success,” Anthony writes. 
And a proliferation of Airbnbs has given 
property owners financial incentives to 
keep what used to be local residential 
rentals off the local market.

One thought Anthony mentions would 
be to favor resident owners with property 
tax rates as opposed to non-resident and 
out-of-state property owners. He cites a 
practice by Massachusetts to allow towns 
to “create a differential tax burden be-
tween year-round residents, and others.” 
Also, regulating Airbnbs may help.

 
Michael Deering II, R-Barre City

Michael Deering, a member of the 
Barre City Council, is a father of four 
with experience in restaurant manage-
ment, food service work, and cleaning 
(work he deems “everyday blue collar jobs 
to scrape by”). He is currently a student 
who just graduated from CCV with a 
degree in behavioral science. He is plan-
ning to attend UVM in the fall to get a 
degree in social work with the intention 
of becoming a trauma therapist. He also 
coaches football and flag football with the 
Barre Youth Sports Association. He got 
his first advocacy experience by being on 
the board of the Head Start Policy Coun-
cil, where he learned how to advocate 
for his child and to teach parents how to 
advocate for their children.

Proposition: Regarding Proposition 
5, which will be a ballot item on Au-

gust 9, Deering said he “kind of” agrees 
with it, but there are complications be-
cause a pregnancy involves the rights of 
more than one person. Two people cre-
ate a child, he said, and therefore while 
a woman has a right to her body, it gets 
“gray” when half of the child belongs to 
another individual. So when it comes to 
whether or not he will support Proposi-
tion 5, Deering said he will fully support 
what his constituents decide. “It is about 
supporting the voters of Barre and not 
what I feel. I need to support the needs of 
the voters and make sure the residents and 
constituents of Barre are heard.”

Gun Laws: The bottom line for Deer-
ing is that more laws are not going to 
curtail people who would break the law 
anyway. So he does not support more gun 
laws. “As a carrying firearm owner, I feel 
it is important to allow people to carry 
firearms, but it has to be done safely and 
effectively.”

Creating more laws that are going to 
make it more difficult for law-abiding 
citizens to be able to protect themselves, if 
that is their choice.

Housing: “I live in public housing,” 
Deering told The Bridge, adding that 
it is what is allowing him to help give 
himself a “hand up” so he does not need 
to have his “hand out.” How to deal 
with the housing crisis is a difficult ques-
tion. Deering is working with Barre City 
Council to try to figure it out, but there 
is only so much the government can do. 
The government has to try to work with 
housing organizations to help not only 
those living below the poverty level, but 
also those above the poverty level who are 
living paycheck to paycheck.

As far as using Act 250 changes to fix 
the housing situation, Deering said he 
does not believe it should be changed 
drastically. “This is not a problem we are 
not going to fix overnight or the next 12 
months, but it has to be a longer-term 
sustainable solution,” Deering said.

Jonathan Williams, D-Barre City
Jonathan Williams told The Bridge he 

lives in Barre City with his wife, Rebecca 

(Becky) Wigg, and their two dogs. Wil-
liams has worked as a town administrator 
for several towns and has also served as 
chair of the planning commission for 
Marshfield. The couple moved to Barre 
several years ago when Williams started 
work as a senior grants and contracts 
manager for the Vermont Foodbank. He 
is running because he believes the state 
could do a better job at supporting non-
profits and the business community. He 
also thinks the state government could 
make funding for municipalities and ser-
vice agencies more equitable by streamlin-
ing application processes. “We could do a 
better job supporting people in need in 
our state and in Barre City,” including 
food, housing, and employment.

Proposition 5: Williams says he is in 
full support of reproductive rights and 
abortion care. The recent United States 
Supreme Court ruling to repeal Roe v. 
Wade is a “travesty” in his opinion. “It is 
unfortunate that in 2022 this is even an 
issue.”

Gun Laws: Williams supports closing 
loopholes that allow repeat offenders to 
purchase guns. “School shootings have 
been nonstop — it is reprehensible and 
tragic,” he told The Bridge. And while 
he respects Vermont’s sportsmanship and 
hunting, national background checks and 
magazine restrictions are in order. 

Housing: “It is a critically important 
issue in Vermont,” Williams said, espe-
cially in the wake of the pandemic with 
more people moving here. But Barre has 
many buildings that are dilapidated and 
could be renovated to be used for housing. 
City management is doing a good job of 
using ARPA funds for renovating housing 
stock, Williams said. Williams reiterated 
the state should improve how it doles out 
funds.

The Other Candidates
Republicans Brian Judd and Thomas 

“Tom” Kelly did not respond to The 
Bridge. To see information on Brian Judd, 
go to facebook.com/BrianForBarre. No 
online platform was found for Kelly.

Five Vie for Washington-3’s Two House Seats Election

By Carla Occaso

From left, Peter Anthony, Michael Deering II, and Jonathan Williams. Courtesy photos.
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Filmmaker Lukas Huffman and 
his family drove up to Vermont 
from Brooklyn, New York, in May 

2020, during forced postponement on 
production of his short film, “Night 
Music.” At the time, Huffman didn’t 
know Vermont would soon be his new 
base for operations. Now, from his 
Huffman Studio’s office in downtown 
Montpelier, he’s bringing a bit of New-
York hustle to Vermont. 

“Night Music,” a film about the Alan 
and John Lomax field recordings of 
Black folk music in the 1930s, was re-
cently featured at the Vermont Interna-
tional Film Festival, “Made Here” Fes-
tival. Huffman is also on the ground 
floor of a production collective for local 
filmmakers, and he has two short films 
on the Quarry Project dance ensemble 
that will be screened in the courtyard of 
Christ Church on Friday, July 8.

Huffman planned to begin production 
on “Night Music” in March 2020. His 
wife was due to deliver their second child 
in May. The emergence of COVID-19 
and its ferocious spread through New 
York City postponed production and 
turned local birthing wards into night-
mares of contagion. He and his family 

escaped the city and sought refuge with 
his parents in Montpelier, where Huff-
man was born and raised. 

New York was quick to get its 
COVID-19 protocols in place for film 
production, and Huffman shot his lim-
ited-cast, single-location indie short in 
January 2021. His pandemic excursion 
into Vermont, however, helped him rec-
ognize that working remotely was a vi-
able option. “We realized it’s not impos-
sible to be in Vermont,” Huffman said. 
“In fact, it’s really nice.” They relocated 
permanently in the fall of 2021.

“Night Music” premiered at the Breck-
enridge Film Festival, in Colorado, last 
September, where it was awarded “Best 
Short Drama” and the award for “Best 
Editing.” It finished its festival run by 
coming full circle back to Burlington for 
the VTIFF Made Here Film Festival, in 
April. The online short film distributor 
Omeleto has since released it on You-
tube, where it is currently available.

Huffman isn’t focused on only his 
own work, though. He wants to foster 
a community of filmmakers in Vermont 
by collaborating with his neighbors, the 
team behind Well Told Films, Chad 
Ervin and Kristin Cantu, to develop the 

Vermont Production Collective. Ervin 
described the collective as a “grassroots 
connection point” between filmmakers 
throughout the state that enables “people 
to talk online and offline, so that they 
can collaborate, spurring creativity and 
sector growth here in Vermont.”

The collective is still in its early stages, 
but its Instagram page is already a hub 

for spotlighting filmmaking made in 
Vermont or made by Vermonters. Huff-
man explained, “one of our goals is for 
young people growing up in Vermont to 
have an awareness of the film industry 
and to let them know that the resources 
and community are in place for it to be a 
viable career path.”

Huffman is a case in point, and VPC 
is presenting two short films of his — 
shot in Vermont with Vermonters — 
in the courtyard of Montpelier’s Christ 
Church on Friday, July 8, at 8:30 p.m. 
(rain date: July 9). The experimental 
short films document preparation for 
Hannah Dennison’s Quarry Project, 
a site-specific dance and theater piece 
created for the Wells-Lamson quarry, 
outside of Barre, one of the oldest and 
deepest granite quarries in the country. 
Huffman and ensemble members will be 
on hand for questions after the screen-
ings. Live performances of the Quarry 
Project, six years in the making, will take 
place August 52 through 21 at the Wells-
Lamson quarry.

Travis Weedon writes about film and 
television and recently directed the White 
River Indie Films Festival.

Filmmaker Sets up Shop in Montpelier
By Travis Weedon

Arts

Lukas Huffman in front of a poster 
for “Night Music,” at his Huffman 
Studio office in downtown 
Montpelier. Photo by Travis 
Weedon.
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When I was much younger, I 
lived far south of the Mason-
Dixon line. I still remember 

water fountains designated as “whites 
only” and “colored,” the lunch counter at 
the local Woolworth’s divided into two 
sections, and signs on city buses directing 
Black passengers to the seats at the back. 

This is not to cast aspersions only on 
the South. Hate does not recognize bor-
ders. I was born in Chicago, which was 
then and probably still is one of the most 
segregated cities in the nation. And even 
though Black persons had been granted 
citizenship and the right to vote by the 
Fourteenth and Fifteenth amendments 
to the Constitution (1868, 1870), many 
states during the “Jim Crow” era, north 
and south, erected barriers to prevent or 
discourage Black people from voting or 
even owning property.

We should remember the United States 
has since its founding restricted who can 
vote. Immediately after the ratification of 
the Constitution in 1789 the only persons 
eligible to vote were white, Anglo-Saxon, 
Protestant, male property owners. It took 
decades for the right to vote to be ex-
panded to non-landowning white males 
(1820), then to non-white persons (1870) 
and women (1920). And today, in 2022, 
we are still fighting over who can vote. 

A technique that was used to restrict 
voting in the past was literacy tests. Like 
poll taxes, literacy tests cut both ways. 
In addition to Black citizens, there were 
many whites who could not afford to pay 
a poll tax or answer such questions as, 
“Name all the signers of the Declaration 
of Independence.” (That, of course, is a 
cinch for any patriotic American today, 
right? “Let’s see, there was John Hancock 
and . . . uh, . . . there was John Hancock.”) 

Lately, however, I am not sure that lit-
eracy tests are a bad thing . . . for members 
of Congress.

Just recently a representative in Con-
gress declared that Gatling guns were 
around in 1787 when the Bill of Rights 
was being drafted, this to counter the 
argument that the Second Amendment 
only protects the right to keep single-shot 
muzzle-loading muskets.  

If you are not familiar with the Gatling 
gun, it is a gun consisting of six to ten 
individual barrels mounted to a central 
shaft and with a central magazine. The 
barrels rotated around the shaft and fired 
when the user cranked a hand crank. In 
essence, the Gatling gun was a precursor 
to the machine gun.

The Gatling gun immensely increased 
a user’s firepower, and I am sure the “em-
battled farmers” who stood by Emerson’s 
“rude bridge that arched the flood” in 
Lexington, Massachusetts in 1775 would 
have been delighted to have one or two 
Gatling guns in addition to their single-
shot muzzle-loading muskets. Alas, Rich-
ard Jordan Gatling didn’t invent it until 
1861.

So that people’s representative scores 
an “F” in the American history category. 
Sorry, no voting in Congress for you.

Perhaps you have heard of a “malaprop-
ism.” “Mrs. Malaprop,” from which the 
term is derived, was a character in a play 
titled “The Rivals” by Richard Brins-
ley Sheridan, which was popular around 
1775. The character often used the wrong 
word in a sentence because it sounded 
similar to the correct word, and therein 
was the humor.

Several weeks ago another representa-
tive in Congress made a reference to 
Nancy Pelosi’s “‘gazpacho  police” — a 
malapropism wrong on two levels. First, 
the thought that police are watching will 
diminish the demand for Spain’s famous 
cold tomato-and-cucumber soup at cafes 
throughout the land during the hottest 
part of the year and thus risk a recession. 

Second, this representative obviously 
meant “Gestapo,” but there is no such 
thing as the “Gestapo police.” As mil-
lions of Europeans tragically learned in 
the mid-twentieth century, the “Gestapo” 
WAS the police. “Gestapo” is an acronym 
for the German term “Geheime Staatspo-
lizei” or “secret state police,” so referring 
to the “Gestapo police” is the same as say-
ing the “secret state police police.” 

So this people’s representative gets an 
“F” in Spanish cuisine, economics, Eu-

ropean history, and German grammar. 
Sorry, no voting in Congress for you.

Undeterred, another day the same rep-
resentative talked about fake meat being 
grown in a “peach tree dish.” Anybody 
who knows anything about biology knows 
that they grow fake meat in a Petri dish. 
The state of Georgia (the Peach State and 
the home of this representative), however, 
could make hay out of this malapropism 
by developing a real “peach tree dish” 
and marketing it to companies in which 
to grow fake meat (Here’s the pitch: Get 
your Peach Tree Dish® now while they 
last! Perfect for growing fake meat! As 
mentioned by our representative in the 
halls of Congress!).

Nevertheless, the representative gets an 
“F” in biology lab. Sorry, no voting in 
Congress!

Last, in a rant about gun control leg-
islation, this representative claimed her 
rights would be “fragrantly” violated by 
the legislation. 

Perhaps it smelled that way to her, but I 
think she gets an “F” for a flagrant misuse 
of English.

As for me, I’m going to continue to 
work on my knowledge of history just in 
case, in the struggle to control who can 
vote, literacy tests are brought back for all 
of us. Let’s see, there was John Hancock 
and . . . 

Congressional Literacy Tests

By Larry 
Floersch

Commentary
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and services to people finding reproduc-
tive sanctuary in Vermont...”

League member Johanna Nichols has 
been staffing a Planned Parenthood 
table at the Capital City Farmers Market 
lately, answering questions from people 
who want to know how to respond to the 
recent Supreme Court decision.

“Pay attention to what companies are 
saying,” she said last Saturday, during 
a sunny afternoon at the market. “If 

they’re going to support an employee 
who needs access to health care, let them 
know when you buy something from 
them [that you appreciate it].”

“If you are grieving or feeling fearful, 
talk to people,” Nichols said. “We’re lis-
tening to each other because we have to 
grieve this. Then we have to get active 
and fight it.”

“We are supporting people in a vari-
ety of ways since this news,” said Anne 
Ward, executive director of Mosaic Ver-
mont, Washington County’s sexual vio-
lence prevention organization in Barre.

“Mosaic suggests that people who want 

to help look for the established helpers in 
the most impacted communities,” Ward 
said. “It’s easiest to care and donate when 
we have a name and a face to attach our 
contributions to, but this is one of those 
times when we need to trust the people 
and agencies in those communities to 
know what their people need and to put 
contributions to the best use.”

The Reproductive Liberty Amendment 

goes before voters in November, after hav-
ing passed through the Vermont House 
and Senate twice. If passed, it amends the 
Vermont Constitution with the following 
language: “That an individual’s right to 
personal reproductive autonomy is central 
to the liberty and dignity to determine 
one’s own life course and shall not be 
denied or infringed unless justified by a 
compelling State interest achieved by the 
least restrictive means.”

Roe Decision
continued from page 1

Protesters turned out in front of the Vermont Supreme Court building 
in Montpelier on June 24, the day the U.S. Supreme Court overturned 
the landmark abortion rights case Roe v. Wade. A second protest was 
held on July 3, at the same location, during Montpelier’s Independence 
Day celebration. Photo by Terry Allen. 

The League of Women Voters of Vermont in Montpelier’s Independence 
Day parade on July 3. Photo by John Lazenby.
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My friends 
tell me 
often that 

they don’t know 
what country I am 
in on any given 
week. They send 
texts starting with 

“Are you around?” My sisters, too. People 
learn to email, not call, in case my SIM 
card is switched off. Birthday invites al-
ways have a “If you can make it!” attached.

I travel often for work. My cowork-
ers are scattered all over the globe. My 
team has more people in New Zealand 
than in America. My calendar settings 
include several time zones. I work in tech 
(the details don’t matter). The internet is 
everywhere and nowhere. Recently, I met 
a colleague for coffee, and we realized 
we’d never actually met physically in the 
decade of work we’ve done together.

The question I ask myself is: How does 
one feel rooted when one moves so much? 
Work doesn’t do that for me. Family 
doesn’t, either — having collectively fled 
Connecticut, my nearest family members 
are, on average, 1,500 miles away. My dad 
lives in his car. A new surfer at 60, he fol-
lows the waves. Nomadism is in my blood.

I moved to Vermont on a whim four 
years ago, partly to answer this question. 
I liked Montpelier at face-value enough 
to get an apartment for three months. I 
landed a role in a Plainfield Little Theater 
Shakespeare play. Then another Shake-
speare role. Then a Chekhov. Soon, I had 
been here a year. Then two. Desperate for 
roots, I dug in.

Part of what kept me here was acting, 
but another major player was birding. 
I started driving to Berlin Pond, Dead 
Creek, and the Northeast Kingdom, look-
ing to rack up state and county counts. I 
built a website around it and started giving 
some tours, mostly at North Branch Na-
ture Center. Birding makes sense to me. 
It’s fun, and I can do it anywhere.

Recently, I’ve been wondering if there is 
more to birding than just a hobby. Shake-
speare is, of course, an obsession, but it’s 
not native here — it’s an English import. 
But the birds here are special because they 
are the birds, here. 

For instance, we have black-capped 
chickadees, while the United Kingdom 
has Eurasian blue tits. They’re similar, 
but after years of attention to them, you 
start to notice how different they are. Blue 
tits move in mixed flocks with great tits 
and coal tits. They’re flighty. They don’t 
screech the same way chickadees do. It 
makes a difference.

Last month, I appreciated these differ-
ences in a new way I didn’t expect. I came 
back to Vermont after three months away. 
Coming back here was like diving into 
the North Branch during spring floods. It 

shocked my system. The rootlessness, the 
feeling that I’m not native here, was pal-
pable. So, when I landed, I didn’t bird any-
where. I missed migration at Berlin Pond, 
opting for a book. I struggled to remember 
the names of friends. I felt isolated.

I was waiting for a sense of change, a 
switch — someone to say, “Here you are, 
you belong.” I’ve been waiting for that all 
of my life.

Ten days passed. I didn’t know what 
to do about it. Then, one night, I stum-
bled on this passage from the book 
“Lord Jim” by Joseph Conrad. He says: 
“We return to face our superiors, our 
kindred, our friends — those whom 
we obey, and those whom we love; but 
even they who have neither, the most 
free, lonely, irresponsible and bereft of 
ties — even those for whom home holds 
no dear face, no familiar voice, — even 
they have to meet the spirit that dwells 
within the land, under its sky, in its 
air, in its valleys, and on its rises, in its 
fields, in its waters and its trees — a 
mute friend, judge, and inspirer.”

The quote couldn’t have been more cus-
tom built for me. It resonated, especially 
the phrase “mute friend.” I wrote it down, 
went to bed.

The next morning I woke up early and 
drove to Worcester to lead a bird walk for 

North Branch Nature Center. It rained. 
Two people showed up. We walked any-
way.

Towards the end of the walk, while 
watching a dauntless northern parula 
bounce around, I heard them coming 
in — the chickadees. They were rasping 
away. And I realized what had struck 
me about “mute friend” — nature isn’t 
mute. It has voices. Immediately, I felt so 
welcomed, so at peace — these were my 
friends. They were coming to say hello. 

The woods were warm, all of the sudden, 
despite the rain.

Nativity, or rootedness, or even “home” 
aren’t states. They are feelings. Asking for 
constancy is like asking for the birds to 
stand still. You can’t. All you can do is 
notice the feeling, the warmth of friends 
— and trust that when they say hello, they 
mean it.

So I did. I turned to the chickadees, and 
watched them fly in, and said hello to each 
one. How else should we greet our friends?

Commentary

By Richard Littauer 

The Way I See It  
Growing Roots Through Wings
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 6
KeruBo, Afro-jazz singer from 
Kenya. 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Middlesex 
Band Stand. Concert is free; food avail-
able from Woodbelly Pizza. In the event 
of rain, the concert will be in the Rum-
ney School gym. For info, call Elliot at 
802-272-4920 or Paul at 802-522-4810.
Capital City Band Concerts. 7 to 8 
p.m. Statehouse lawn in front of the Su-
preme Court Building. If you’re a musi-

cian, come play with us! Bring a chair, a 
music stand, and your instrument; music 
is provided. Arrive no later than 6:45 
p.m. Phone 802-456-7054 or email capi-
talcitybandvt@gmail.com for more info. 

THURSDAY, JULY 7
Parkapalooza. 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Tun-
ing Fork Stage. Hubbard Park. Live 
music featuring Atom and the Orbits. 
Concerts in Currier Park. 6 p.m. 

Barre. Live music featuring Jacob Green, 
one-man band. 
“Twelfth Night.” 7:30 p.m. Unadilla 
(Festival) Theatre, Marshfield. One of 
Shakespeare’s most beloved plays, it’s 
the perfect time to revisit this gender-
fluid comedy about coming through 
hard times joyfully. Be those times of 
shipwreck or pandemic, “Twelfth Night” 
celebrates our resilience and grace under 
pressure. Cost: $25 adults, $10 children. 
For info, email unadilla@pshift.com
“Iolanthe.” 7:30 to 9 p.m. Unadilla 
Theatre, Marshfield. Gilbert and Sul-
livan’s hilarious comic opera, performed 
by top-notch singers in the most beauti-
ful, bucolic setting (picnics encouraged) 
Cost: $25. For info, go to unadilla.org

FRIDAY, JULY 8
The Quarry Project. 8:30 to 10:30 
p.m. Christ Church, Montpelier. Out-
door screening of the film’s last 30 min-
utes, followed by Q&A. The Quarry 
Project is a site-specific dance/theater 
piece created for the Wells-Lamson 
quarry in Barre Town, one of the oldest, 
deepest granite quarries in the country, 
now flooded and in “reserve.”
“Twelfth Night” and “Iolanthe.” 
7:30 p.m. Unadilla Theatre, Marshfield. 
See July 7.

SATURDAY, JULY 9
Carillon Recital. 1 p.m. Norwich Uni-
versity. Recital by Geert D’hollander, 
carillonneur at the Bok Tower in Lake 
Wales, Florida.
“Twelfth Night” and “Iolanthe.” 
7:30 p.m. Unadilla Theatre, Marshfield. 
See July 7.

SUNDAY, JULY 10
“Iolanthe.” 2 to 3:30 p.m. Unadilla 
Theatre, Marshfield. See July 7.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 13
Capital City Band Concerts. 7 to 8 
p.m. Statehouse lawn in front of the Su-
preme Court Building. See description 
under July 6.

THURSDAY, JULY 14
Parkapalooza. 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Tun-
ing Fork Stage, Hubbard Park. Live 
music featuring Gua Gua.
Concerts in Currier Park. 6 p.m. 
Barre. Live music featuring Dana and 
Susan Robinson.

SATURDAY, JULY 16
Summer Series at the Rec Field. 4 
to 6 p.m. Plainfield. Craftsbury Cham-
ber Players perform.

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

ART EXHIBITS
Art From Guantanamo Bay. Noon to 9 p.m. Through August 21. One hun-
dred artworks from six detainees imprisoned for 10-plus years without being 
charged with any crimes. For more information, go to catamountarts.org
Arthur Zorn Exhibit. Sunday throughThursday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. through 
August 31. Bethany Church Chapel Gallery. “Improvisation,” abstract 
paintings by Vermont artist Arthur Zorn in the Chapel Gallery. For more 
information, call 802-223-2424.
Humandalas. 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Through August 15. Espresso Bueno, 
Barre. Figurative ovals and rounds by political cartoonist and Vermont 
treasure, Al Salzman. 
The Folded Line: Through September 29. Vermont Supreme Court 
Gallery. Montpelier artist Alisa Dworsky in her solo exhibition titled “The 
Folded Line.” Opening reception on Thursday, July 7, from 4:30 to 7 p.m. 
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Do Good Fest. 4 p.m. National Life 
lawn. Concert featuring X Ambas-
sadors and American Authors. Gates 
open at 1:30 p.m. Free; donations ben-
efit Branches of Hope, Central Vermont 
Medical Center’s cancer patient fund.
Montpelier Contra Dance. 8 to 11 
p.m. Capital City Grange, Route 12, Ber-

lin. Tunes by Romy and Ben Munkres; 
dances called by Will Mentor. Gender-
neutral role terms used. Well-fitting 
mask required: surgical, N95, KN95, or 
KF94. $12 adults, $5 kids/low-income, 
$20 dance supporters. Details at capi-
talcitygrange.org/dancing/contradancing 
or email cdu.tim@gmail.com.
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REAL ESTATE • REAL ESTATE • REAL ESTATE
CLASSIFIED AD
First Class Office Space near Capitol at 149 State Street, 
Montpelier, VT.
Perfect location within a 3-minute walk to Capitol. Beautiful Greek Revival 
building renovated throughout. Handicap accessible, foyer, waiting room and 
restroom. Includes off-street parking, office cleaning weekly, heat, AC, hot 
water, snow removal, landscaping and full maintenance. Suites and single 
offices starting at $345.00 per month. Call 508-259-7941.
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Bullying
continued from page 1

When Your Friend Plans to Kill You
One student, Izzy Shrout, discussed 

their experience a few years ago at Mont-
pelier’s Main Street Middle School. 
When Shrout and a friend developed 
crushes on the same person, Shrout 
said, things deteriorated quickly and the 
friend created a plan to kill Shrout.

“It was like a full written plan with, 
like, before, during and after, and she 
had like a weapon and everything,” 
Shrout said. Shrout and their mother 
went to the school with the information, 
but, Shrout said, nothing was done until 
they made a police report. Shrout said 
the school then took action, but only to 
keep them in separate classes, and have 
teachers monitor the hallways. Shrout 
says they still found themselves alone 
several times with the student, and once 
ended up sitting near the student in 
class. Shrout says their request to change 
classes was denied.

The situation led to “many panic at-
tacks, and a lot of very scary feelings in 
an environment that should not have 
danger,” Shrout said. Eventually, the stu-
dent and Shrout were told one would 
have to leave, and the other student 
transferred, Shrout said. 

Targeted by a Group of Boys
Adrienne Gil, too, described her 

daughter Izzy Gil’s experience being tar-
geted by a group of boys at Main Street 
Middle School this April and May. 

“She’s autistic. She has ADHD. She’s 
an amazing person,” Gil said, adding 
that  Izzy reported that the boys, one a 
prior friend, called the eighth-grader and 
sent her videos saying she was stupid, au-
tistic, had no friends, and should die by 
suicide. They taunted Izzy, Gil said, by 
creating memes with Izzy’s face. When 
they ridiculed Izzy at recess, Gil said, 
“she was trying very, very hard to take it 
on herself,” asking the boys to stop.

Gil said Izzy talked to friends and 
the school’s counselor and requested to 
switch from classes shared with the boys, 
a request Gil says was denied. Finally, Gil 
said, Izzy called her one day requesting 
to leave school early. Only “after three 
hours of just gut-wrenching, uncontrol-
lable sobbing” did Izzy tell her mother 
what had been happening at Main Street 
Middle School, Gil said. 

Much of the behavior occurred via 
Snapchat, and Izzy had saved a couple 
of screenshots and videos, which were 
sent to the school, Gil said, prompting a 
weeklong investigation. The school con-
cluded the incidents amounted to “inap-
propriate behavior,” Gil said, adding she 
and her daughter were told “it’s just the 
way these boys are.”

“Izzy almost fell over in her chair” at 
that comment, Gil said. 

The school asked Izzy to write a “safety 
plan, which honestly is a joke,” Gil said. 
Izzy did, but the family never heard 

further about this, Gil said, and the 
boys’ behavior continued. Izzy graduated 
eighth grade on June 9.

Racist Comments and a Stick
Another account came from a Mont-

pelier parent who is “kind of done with 
what’s going on” and wanted to remain 
anonymous. This person, “W,” said sev-
eral years ago, a boy approached her 
child outside Kellogg-Hubbard Library, 
called the child a racist name, threw an 
object, then hit W’s child with a stick, 
leaving welts. The hurt child called W, 
who phoned the police. The boy at-
tended a different school, and W says 
she was told the boy would not return to 
Kellogg-Hubbard and his life would be 
ruined if action were taken against him. 
There was no acknowledgement the be-
havior was racist despite the boy’s use of 
racist language, W said. 

The school did not initially get in-
volved because the incident did not occur 
there, W said. But then the boy enrolled 
at W’s child’s school. W said the school 
had been given his name in connection 
with the library incident the previous 
year but never contacted W when he 
enrolled. W noted she spoke to school 
administrators, but was given “a run-
around.” W, a woman of color, resorted 
to bringing in her ex-partner, a white 
man, to try to achieve resolution. When 
asked what the school did to help, W 
responded, “nothing much.” The child 
who had this experience now attends 
Montpelier High School. W’s younger 
child has another year at Main Street 
Middle School.

Attacked and Hospitalized
Alarming youth behavior is happening 

in surrounding towns as well. On June 
13, a 14-year-old student was attacked 
after school on the Barre Bike Path, 
according to local police. The boy was 
seriously injured, transported to UVM 
Medical Center, and later released. The 
alleged attackers are also children per 
local reports and have reportedly been 
charged, one with aggravated assault, 
the other simple assault and disorderly 
conduct. At the following week’s school 
board meeting, the boy’s mother said 
the incident had been “brewing” for 
months.

No Consequences for Bullies
The outcomes of school bullying in-

vestigations are confidential, but families 
have noted what they see as a lack of con-
sequences for such behavior. Shrout said, 
with instances prior to the one where a 
student threatened their life, “I would go 
to guidance counselors, vice principal, 
the principal, teachers, and they just say 
fill out a form and we’ll eventually get 
to it.” Shrout believed such meetings 
involved telling students to stop, then 
releasing them, but that without reper-
cussions, the approach did not work.

“So,” Shrout said, “when my life was 
being threatened, I went to my mom 
because I knew the school wouldn’t do 

anything about it. And my mom would 
do something.”

Gil, too, noted what she believed was a 
lack of consequences for the boys who tar-
geted Izzy. The behavior continued post-
investigation, Gil said, and they attended 
field trips and eighth-grade graduation. 

“[Izzy] missed an entire week of school 
because she felt unsafe in the school 
environment, and they missed nothing,” 
Gil said. 

Gil noted, “They have zero conse-
quences for their behaviors.”

W, too, pointed to what she sees as 
a lack of consequences. “Maybe do a 
school suspension, I don’t know,” W said, 
“but there’s no consequences.” W noted 
policy training is required in the work-
place, including information about the 
consequences of breaking rules. 

“So why can’t they do that in the 
school?” W asked, suggesting outside 
experts educate staff and students about 
bullying.

Vermont state statutes dictate the han-
dling of harassment, hazing, and bul-
lying in schools, noted Barre Unified 
Union School District Superintendent 
Chris Hennessey. Jim Murphy, chairper-
son of the Montpelier Roxbury School 
District Board of School Directors, 
echoed this, saying the board sets stat-
ute-based district policy, then translates 
policy into language families can un-
derstand and act on. Investigations into 
such behavior must remain confidential, 
Murphy noted. 

But for some families, acting on the 
information they had did not produce 
the anticipated results.

“They don’t want to say it’s bullying,” 
said W. “They want to say it’s [a] behav-
ioral problem or this or that.”

In Izzy’s case, Gil said the school con-
cluded the boys’ actions constituted “in-
appropriate behavior.”

“They have a policy, and you can’t 
change the state policy; it’s very hard to 
do that,” Gil said. “But what is their defi-
nition of harassment and bullying? Like 
this was, in my mind, clearly harassment, 
but they said that the evidence was not 
strong enough.”

“I would like the school to take stern 
action against bullying,” W said, “and 

not sweep it under the carpet, or not 
label it as something else, and not sup-
port the victim.”

Long Term Effects?
Parents are also concerned about bul-

lying’s longer-term effects. Gil said she 
and her husband remain “very concerned 
about [Izzy’s] mental health” and got her 
counseling. But, Gil says, she believes 
Izzy “is going to have a hard time trust-
ing adults in the future because they did 
a really terrible job of protecting her and 
she’s like, they’re not going to do any-
thing. No change will ever happen.”

And, said Gil, she believes students 
who mistreat peers are also harmed by 
what she views as a lack of consequences. 
“They’re being told it’s just the way they 
are, it’s just their behavior,” said Gil, 
adding her belief that “it’s going to con-
tinue until they’re in adulthood, and who 
knows what’s going to happen.”

“I’ve encountered a lot of racism, from, 
I’m sure, these people who have bullied 
kids when they were young,” W said. “I 
have people mock my accent, mock my 
skin color, even sexual harassment as a 
woman, because they think that I’m a 
brown girl, submissive woman. This all 
depends on your formative years. If they 
are taught that bullying and mocking 
and saying mean things is okay, they keep 
doing it when they go into adulthood.”

Unable to Reach School Officials
Retiring Montpelier High School Vice 

Principal Jennifer Wall Howard declined 
to speak with the reporter and suggested 
speaking with incoming Principal Jason 
Gingold; an email to retiring Princi-
pal Renee DeVore received an auto-reply 
stating she had retired and directing 
questions to Gingold. Attempts to reach 
Gingold by email and phone were unsuc-
cessful. An email to Montpelier’s Main 
Street Middle School Principal Katie 
Barea received an out-of-office autoreply, 
with the suggestion to contact incoming 
Principal Julie Conrad; an email to Vice 
Principal Jess Wells generated a simi-
lar autoreply. Attempts to reach Conrad 
were unsuccessful as of press time.

Look for Part Two in this series coming 
in the July 20, 2022 issue of The Bridge.
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July 3 in  
Montpelier

The Comics

CLASSIFIED  
JOB AD
Bored with Retirement?
Part-time driver needed to work 
with a visually impaired employee. 
10-20 hours per week. You must 
be able to pass a background 
check, have a reliable vehicle, 
clean driving record and flexible 
schedule. 15.00 per hour plus 
mileage. Please contact Cathie 
Peller at 802-505-4006 for 
applications or email resume to: 
cpeller@vabvi.org EOE

• JOBS •
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• JOBS •

Photos by John Lazenby
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Tell them you saw it in the bridge.
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Advertise in the NEXT ISSUE:

Barre Festival  
& Primary Election

In Circulation July 20

All Ad Materials and Ad Space 
Reservations Due Friday, July 15
For more info about deadlines, rates, and  
the design of your ad, contact Rick McMahan:  
802-249-8666 or rick@vtbridge.com


