
People and 
Place Feature 
in Parks Plans

As the Montpelier Parks Com-
mission gears up to write an 
ambitious 10-year plan, it has 

created two initiatives to make it hap-
pen: hiring a University of Vermont 
field naturalist, and inviting public 
input through a survey and a series of 
walks from May 11 to June 11. 

The Parks Commission started this 
process by working on the two-acre 
Blanchard Park plan in 2021 “to kind 
of get our feet wet,” said commissioner 
Lincoln Frasca in an interview last 
week. It took nine months to complete 
the plan, and informed commission-
ers about what they’ll need to create 
the much bigger Hubbard and North 
Branch River park plans they’re work-
ing on now.

Partners in Planning
For starters, they needed more people, 

so the Parks Commission has partnered 
with the Conservation Commission and 
the North Branch Nature Center. With 
shared funds from both commissions, 
they’ve allocated $6,000 to hire a UVM 
graduate student in field studies, Erica 
Hample. Keep your eyes peeled for Growing up in rural Vermont 

in the early 1800s, Alexander 
Twilight faced some challenges: 

his family didn’t have much money, so 
he worked as an indentured servant on 
a neighboring farm; he couldn’t start 

formal schooling until age 20; and he 
was a Black man in a predominantly 
white state. All of that shaped him into 
the person who would go on to become 
an educator, a legislator, and, just last 
week, the first person of color to have 

his portrait hung in the Vermont State-
house. 

Twilight attended Middlebury Col-
lege and became the first Black college 
graduate in the United States. He built 
a successful boarding school and served 
as the school’s headmaster and the town’s 
minister. In 1836, voters elected him to 
the Vermont House of Representatives, 
making him the first Black American to 
serve in a state legislature.

“Twilight lived the American ideal. He 
improved his own situation and he fa-
vorably influenced lots of other people,” 
said Carmen Jackson, president of the 
Old Stone House Museum and Historic 
Village Board of Trustees. “He wasn’t 
defined by his race.”

On May 5, 2022, 186 years after his 
election into the legislature, Twilight 
achieved another first when his portrait 
went up at the Statehouse. During a 
70-minute ceremony before an overflow 
crowd in the main lobby, Gov. Phil Scott 
and two members of the Friends of the 

Free, Independent and Local since 1993 / montpelierbridge.org

see Twilight, page 12

By Tom McKone 

By Cassandra Hemenway
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Flying Into May

Building a Culture 
of Consent/ p.7

see Parks Plan, page 14

At least five Democrats are vying 
for three Vermont Senate seats 
in the Democratic primary on 

August 9. Anne Watson, Jared Duval, 
and Jeremy Hansen recently announced 
their candidacies and incumbents Ann 
Cummings and Andrew Perchlik are 
expected to seek reelection. Incumbent 
Sen. Anthony Pollina is not running for 
another term. 

There are three seats representing 

Washington County, Stowe, Orange, 
and Braintree in the Vermont State Sen-
ate. Duval, a clean energy nonprofit 
leader and former economic develop-
ment director for Vermont, announced 
his candidacy in a press release issued 
Monday. Watson, Montpelier mayor and 
a former city councilor, held a press 
conference Friday to announce her can-
didacy as well. 

At Least Five Democrats  
Vie for State Senate Seat
By Lauren Milideo and Cassandra Hemenway 

A bird dances at the Montpelier All Species Day festival held on Sunday, May 1. Photo by John Lazenby. 

Spring Home 
Improvement
May 11–24, 2022

Cottage Development 
Near Isabel Circle / p.21

What Color is 
Your Door? / p.10

The Wild Onion 
River / p.15

see Senate Seat, page 2

First Black Man to Graduate College 
in U.S. and Become State Legislator  
Honored with Portrait in Statehouse
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Watson, Duval, and Hansen
“I come from and am deeply commit-

ted to the working class of Vermont,” 
Duval said. “I am particularly humbled 
to run in the same district that Senator 
Anthony Pollina has served. His life and 
work have been an inspiration to me, 
from efforts to raise the minimum wage 
to working to pass a Vermont Green 
New Deal.” 

Watson, too, expressed admiration for 
Pollina’s work. “I have a deep respect for 
Anthony Pollina and the work he has 
done on behalf of Washington County,” 
she said in her release. “I particularly 
appreciate that he led the charge for Ver-
mont’s Green New Deal.” 

Watson added, “These are some big 
shoes to fill. I hope I can measure up to 
his level of service. I have spent nearly 
ten years dedicated to leading Montpe-
lier, and now I’m committed to serving 
all of the people of central Vermont, as 
we navigate financial, economic, and 
social challenges.” 

“My three central campaign themes 
are housing, universal healthcare, and 
climate change,” Hansen said about his 
race in a press release last week. “I’ve 
gotten a good sense of the needs of Ver-
monters through my work with the 21 
member communities of CVFiber over 
the past five years, both on main streets 
and mud season roads.” 

Hansen also brings the perspective of 
someone struggling with skyrocketing 
housing prices. Facing his fourth move 
because his landlord was selling, Han-
sen said he found himself in a position 
faced by many Vermonters. “There were 
literally no options we could afford that 
would allow us to stay in the school dis-
trict where my kids grew up. Whenever 
something would briefly come onto the 
market, we couldn’t compete with the 
inflated asking prices and cash offers. 
Vermonters shouldn’t have to panic and 
go broke trying to stay in their com-
munities.”

He pointed out the state program to 
pay people from out of state to move 
here as being particularly out-of-touch. 
“If we’re going to realistically house the 
people who are already here, we have to 
be smarter about allocating state funds.” 

Why They are Running
Duval’s life has been committed 

to building a greener, more equitable 
economy that responds to the climate 
crisis and that works better for work-
ing Vermonters — especially lower- and 
middle-income families such as the one 
he grew up in, his release noted. 

“My main motivation to run comes 
from wanting to serve working-class 
Vermonters who are struggling, as my 
parents did when I was growing up, and 
who deserve policymakers who listen 
to and respect them.” Duval, whose fa-
ther survived multiple heart attacks and 

weathered bankruptcy and housing in-
security caused by medical debt, knows 
what it means to face economic hard-
ship. Duval said he will be a champion 
for working Vermonters. 

Watson noted a similar drive for her 
own campaign. “I’m running for the 
Senate because I care deeply about cen-
tral Vermont and its residents,” Watson 
noted. “I will be a strong, experienced 
voice to fight for a livable planet and to 
protect working families,” she said in her 
announcement speech. Watson cited eq-
uitable decarbonization, healthcare, and 
support for working families as high 
priorities for her campaign. 

Focus on Climate and Health Care
Hansen voices similar concerns, call-

ing for even stronger legislation around 
climate issues, and noting “The temper-
ature increases and weather instability 
that we are now seeing will continue to 
have devastating results that fall dispro-
portionately on working Vermonters … 
Though I applaud any forward move-
ment, we can still do better. We need 
to ensure that working Vermonters, es-
pecially people of color, do not also pay 
a disproportionately high price for the 
state’s strategies to limit emissions.” 

Like Duval, Hansen is campaigning 
not only on affordable housing, but also 
affordable health care, pointing out that 
most working Vermonters can’t afford 
“the cheapest family plans on the Ver-
mont Health Exchange at more than 
$1,600 per month with a $7,250 deduct-
ible.” 

Candidate Backgrounds
Hansen is an associate professor of 

computer science at Norwich University, 
the founder and former chair of CV-
Fiber, and the former vice chair of the 
Berlin Selectboard 

Watson and Duval bring not only 
governmental but also diverse other ex-
periences to the table. Duval previously 
served in state government as Economic 
Development Director at the Vermont 
Agency of Commerce and Community 
Development, where he supported work-
ing lands and clean energy businesses 
and workforce development. For the past 
five years he has served as executive di-
rector of the Energy Action Network, 
a statewide nonprofit organization that 
conducts research and analysis on en-
ergy, equity, and the economy while 
supporting a diverse network of mem-
bers working to achieve Vermont’s en-
ergy and climate commitments. Duval 
is a member of the Vermont Climate 
Council and a co-author of Vermont’s 
Climate Action Plan. He has also served 
as a board member of the Public As-
sets Institute, the mission of which in-
cludes improving the well-being of all 
Vermonters by conducting research and 
analysis related to the state budget and 
fiscal policy. 

“I believe that policymaking should be 
guided by evidence, reason, and empa-
thy and that policymakers should work 

with civility, humility, and collabora-
tion. I run to offer my commitment to 
this approach and because I know that 
by using it we can improve the lives of 
this and future generations of Vermont-
ers,” Duval said in his press release. 

Watson’s Experience
Watson has served as Montpelier’s 

mayor for the past five years and prior 
to that was on the city council for five 
and a half years. (She notes that she 
plans to step down as mayor if elected, 
with a new mayoral election to fol-
low.) Additionally, Watson has taught 
at Montpelier High School for 17 years. 
She teaches physics, engineering, and 
math. Her release noted that she has 
been a champion of Montpelier’s net-
zero energy goal, which has led to many 
cost-saving and energy-saving projects, 
including setting up the city’s Green 
Revolving Loan fund, which is being 
used as a model by other municipali-
ties. She spearheaded the effort to bring 
the city closer to its net-zero goals by 
acquiring one megawatt of solar energy, 
which saves taxpayers $50,000 per year 
on municipal electric bills. During her 
time as mayor, Montpelier has seen the 
completion of the Siboinebi Shared Use 
Path extension, the construction of the 
1 Taylor Street Transit Center, and the 
revitalization of the French Block apart-
ments on Main Street in Montpelier. She 
helped lead the council in creating the 
Social and Economic Justice Committee 
and the Homelessness Task Force. 

Ninth Generation
Duval is part of the ninth generation 

of his family to live in Vermont and the 
sixth generation to live in Washington 
County per his press release. 

“My love for Vermont and my com-
mitment to my fellow Vermonters runs 
very deep. It would be a humbling honor 
to be entrusted with the responsibility to 
represent Washington County, Brain-
tree, Orange, and Stowe in our State 
Senate,” Duval said. “I look forward to 
spending time across our district in the 
months ahead, listening to and learning 
from my neighbors and working to earn 
one of your three votes for State Senate.” 

Per his press release, before moving 
back home to Vermont, Duval interned 
for then-Congressman Bernie Sanders 
(2001); was the youngest member of 
the policy team for Governor Howard 

Dean’s presidential campaign (2003); 
served as the national director of the 
Sierra Student Coalition (2005–2007), 
then the largest student-led environmen-
tal organization in America; authored 
the book “Next Generation Democracy” 
(2010); and earned a Master in Public 
Affairs degree from Princeton University 
(2014), with a concentration in domestic 
policy. Duval is an avid outdoors person 
who enjoys hiking, fishing, and hunt-
ing. Duval and his family moved to 
Washington County in 2014, and lives 
in Montpelier with his wife, Joan Javier-
Duval, and their eight-year-old son. 

Watson, too, pointed to her time as a 
resident of central Vermont as an asset to 
her candidacy. “Just by virtue of having 
lived in central Vermont for many years 
now, I’ve made many wonderful connec-
tions with people throughout Washing-
ton County and Stowe,” she said in an 
email. “I’m looking forward to getting to 
know more folks outside of Montpelier. 
One of my favorite parts of campaigning 
is the opportunity to meet people, hear 
their stories, and what matters to them.” 

She also said in her press release, “Ver-
mont’s economy has the potential to 
grow and the quality of life for Vermont-
ers has the potential to improve if we 
can provide high-quality childcare, paid 
family leave, affordable housing, and 
healthcare to all who need it.” 

Primary Vote August 9
“Primary challenges are healthy and 

good for democracy,” Watson said in 
an email. “I think it makes the conver-
sation richer, and it ultimately makes 
the process more engaging for everyone. 
Watson added, “We certainly want to 
encourage as many people as possible to 
participate in the August 9th primary, 
and the November 3rd general election, 
and I think having a variety of candi-
dates to choose from will help with that. 
I’d encourage folks to put those dates on 
their calendars now to make sure that 
they remember to vote on those days.” 

Hansen states that he has pledged 
not to accept any campaign contribu-
tions from corporations or from corpo-
rate PACs. He says that he encourages 
all other candidates to make the same 
pledge. 

The top three vote-getters in the pri-
mary will advance to the general election 
in November. 

Senate Seat
continued from page 1

From left, Jeremy Hansen, Anne Watson, and Jared Duval. Courtesy 
photos.
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Marijuana Dispensary Readies for Retail
Montpelier City Council member Conor Casey and Officer Mike Philbrick toured 
the Patients Alliance marijuana dispensary recently. “I think they have done a really 
good job of reaching out. Right now it looks like they are opening in July and will 
potentially be the first retail dispensary in the state because Burlington is not slated 
until October and Brattleboro as well. So you could see a lot of activity in that area 
of town,” said Casey at the end of the April 27 city council meeting. 

COVID is Up — Washington County 2nd Highest in 
Vermont
Washington County had 578 new COVID-19 cases in the past 14 days, according to 
healthvermont.gov. This is the second highest case count next to Chittenden County 
at 1,545 cases. Washington County has a population of 58,409 (2019) compared with 
Chittenden’s 163,774 (2019).

Guertin Park Structure: Gone
The Guertin Park structure has been removed from its spot on Main Street between 
Shaw’s supermarket and The Drawing Board. This move follows a winter of contro-
versy after the small shelter served as a gathering spot for people without homes. They 
even put up a tree with Christmas lights over the holidays. Montpelier Police Chief 
Brian Peete told The Bridge’s Greg Gerdel in a story published April 28 the shelter 
became more of a congregating spot rather than a place people stayed overnight. 
Open fires, public intoxication and physical aggression had been ongoing issues there.

Road Construction Season Hitting High Gear
If you commute to work, or drive around for any reason, you may have noticed a 
sudden presence of closed roads, one-way detours, and other construction projects in 
the area. And it will be expanding. Interstate 89 from Brookfield to Montpelier is cur-
rently being resurfaced. Also, Route 12 South toward Berlin/Northfield has one-way 
traffic. Route 14 from East Montpelier to Hardwick (approximately 19 miles) is being 
reclaimed, and Route 2 from East Montpelier to Marshfield is undergoing a paving 
project. In Montpelier, reconstruction of the Washington County Railroad line is 
planned for the Main Street intersection as well as an intersection in East Montpelier. 
And finally, deck replacement of bridge No. 64 over the Winooski on Route 2 in 
Montpelier is planned. Ownership of  bridge No. 64 is split 50–50 between the state 
of Vermont and the city of Montpelier, according to the VTrans website. An adjacent, 
temporary 2-way bridge will be erected during the construction.

—Compiled by Carla Occaso 
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Then & Now

Is this the same house? It is, but this house at 61 College Street now 
has a different facade. This was the home of Rooney M. Harvey, who 
represented Topsham in the state legislature and Orange County in 
the state senate before moving to Montpelier in 1896. The Harveys’ 
son, Erwin M. Harvey, a lawyer like his father and brother, owned 
the house from the 1920s into the 1940s while serving as Vermont 
Tax Commissioner. The original porch and other design elements 
on this house are similar to the ones on the yellow house next door 
at 65 College Street, suggesting that the two houses may have been 
constructed by the same builder.

Historic photos courtesy of Vermont Historical Society;
modern photo and caption by Paul Carnahan

Suddenly the pollinator show starts, and 
in the rich hardwoods it all has to hap-

pen now  before the leaves pop. And with 
the hot weather upon us, they will appear 
suddenly. The nectar and pollen seekers will 
tend the sweet blossoms, and those searching 
for carrion will bumble into maroon, blood-
scented ginger and purple trillium flowers, 
then leave, carrying pollen to another.  And 
above, in the canopy, every tree except the 
sugar maples, (which flower in unison, two 
or three times a decade), is blooming as well, 
or will soon. Many do skip attracting insects. 
They are wind pollinated. Clever adaptation!

NATURE WATCH
Artwork and words by Nona Estrin

CORRECTION
In the article “Capital City Farmers Market Begins a Rockin’ Year” in the 

April 27 issue of The Bridge, we should have written that Alan LePage and Jeni 
Humphries were two of the founders of the market, not the sole founders. 
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More HUE-manity at All 
Species Day

To the Editor:
Wow. World of wonder. The All Spe-

cies Day parade spilled down Main Street 
in full glory, led by the Stag King and his 
May Queen. It seemed there were more 
people dancing in the parade down Main 
street than watching from the sidewalks. 

I am delighted with the leap beyond 
a “cis white male/female couple” for the 
partnered roles in this year’s spring pag-
eant. I am queer, over 60, and Black. 
My queerness has more to do with my 
relationship style (polyamory) than with 
being bisexual. It felt wonderful to see 
an interracial, nonmarried pair dancing 
that May dance. A brown-skinned queen 
who is married to a white woman and 
has three daughters. A stag king who was 

assigned female at birth and is in the pro-
cess of transitioning. With their dancing, 
I saw for a brief moment a magical con-
nection that models the high side of the 
phrase “love the one you are with.”  I saw 
HUE-man–to–HUE-man, face-to-face, 
and heart-to-heart moments. 

I saw the “I honor the God in you/ you 
honor the Goddess in me” connection.

The event gave me hope that ongo-
ing conversations about what dances are 
done (dances of the African Diaspora), 
who dances them (white women), and 
how we honor the land we all claim 
as home (stolen from Abenaki people) 
can proceed using all the tools for a co-
creative process we have carefully culti-
vated, as visionaries, artists, healers, and 
anti-racists.

Opeyemi Parham, M.D., Montpelier

Historical Society Kicks 
Off New Start May 22

To the Editor:
A little over 25 years ago, my father, 

Paul H. Guare, along with Lola Aiken, 
Fred Betrand, Willis Bryan, and G. Lan-
dale Edson, incorporated the Montpelier 
Historical Society for the purpose of pre-
serving key artifacts and leading efforts 
to celebrate and document our local his-
tory. For its founding board of directors, 
my father and Willis Bryan joined with 
Janice Abair, Alan Blakeman, Robert 
Jackman, and Norman James to take 
the organization forward. Many long-
time inhabitants will remember their ef-
forts, including a presence at the annual 
Vermont History Expo at the Tunbridge 
Fairgrounds, but their crowning achieve-
ment was spearheading the restoration of 
a beloved icon that every local who’s ever 
attended a Montpelier parade will recog-
nize — the model Statehouse.

The torch passed over the ensuing 
years to new board members, includ-

ing myself, but sadly the organization 
lost steam and became defunct several 
years ago. Now, under the leadership of 
Landale Edson’s son, George, an effort is 
underway to give new life to the Mont-
pelier Historical Society.

We are kicking off this effort with 
a celebratory historical “show-and-tell” 
exhibition on Sunday, May 22, from 2 to 
4 p.m. at the Montpelier Senior Activity 
Center. 

Some of our city’s historical family 
businesses will be featured, including the 
Capitol Plaza and Capitol Theater, the 
Lobster Pot Restaurant, Capitol Statio-
ners, Lane Shops, Harry Bertoli Gran-
ite Works, National Clothespin, J. Leo 
Johnson, Cody Chevrolet, and more. 
Family members will be on hand to 
share memorabilia and stories. We hope 
you will join us to catch up with old 
friends and meet new ones. Come for 
the memories, the storytelling, and, of 
course, the snacks!

Kathryn Guare, Montpelier

Letters to the Editor

Murphy Robinson of Worcester as Stag King (left) with Ornella Matta-
Figueroa of Greensboro as May Queen at the May 1 All Species Day 
festival in Montpelier. Photo by John Lazenby. 

Protestors took to the streets in front of the Vermont Supreme Court 
last week, after a Federal Supreme Court draft court decision leaked to 
the press about its plan to overturn Roe v. Wade, ending 50-plus year 
ruling that considers abortion a private matter between a woman and 
her doctor. Photo by Terry Allen.

Let us know what you think; take our survey. 

surveymonkey.com/r/TheBridge2022
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Many spring and summer activities are get-
ting ready to launch. I’m sure most of us 
are looking forward to the return of vitality 

after a couple of years of limited options. 
The approved city budget this year contained a 

great deal of funding for infrastructure projects, 
from the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), various 
approved bonds, city capital fund reserves, and 
the annual capital budget. Here is a summary of 
the city’s project plans. All of this is subject to con-
tractor availability and final pricing.

East State Street: The project team has come 
up with a phased approach to allow for the project 
to advance this summer. The engineering consul-
tant proposed a standalone project that would 
separate the stormwater from the sewer by install-
ing a pipe along State Street and through the 
Rialto Bridge abutment utilizing trenchless technol-
ogy. In addition, the first portion of the project will 
include all work within the immediate proximity of 
the East State Street and Main Street intersection. 
We are currently anticipating the project to follow 
the below timeline: 

• Phase 1 – 2022: Separate sewer and stormwater 
at the bottom of the street. Install all required 
utility improvements to complete work that 
would impact the intersection of East State 
Street and Main Street. This project would in-
clude resolving the sewer odor at the lower end 
of East State Street. 

• Phase 2 – Summer, 2023: Begin installing new 
water, sewer, and stormwater utilities from Main 
Street to Hubbard Street. Work would also in-
clude reconstruction of the roadway. 

• Phase 3 – Summer, 2024: Resume construction 
of water, sewer, stormwater, and roadway re-
construction from Hubbard Street to College 
Street. 

*The current design also includes green storm-
water infrastructure to be installed in the Pitkin 
Court parking lot.

Grout Road Bridge: This project is funded by 
a Class II town highway structures grant in the 
amount of $175,000 and a FY23 improvement 
bond of approximately $225,000. The Department 
of Public Works engineering staff has asked for 
a proposal from VHB, the engineering firm who 
completed the initial design, for a proposal to 
complete the necessary contract documents and 
to obtain any permits required for the project. The 
completion of this project is expected prior to the 
winter of 2022. 

LED Street Light Conversion: Initially this proj-
ect entailed converting all the lights in the down-
town to LED and fixing major wiring issues, poles, 
bases, and performing long deferred maintenance. 
This winter, twenty-seven of the lights were not 
functional in the immediate downtown. Due to 
safety concerns, a contractor was solicited to eval-
uate the lighting, and it was determined that non-
functioning lights along with the remaining down-
town lights could be converted to LED through the 

much lower cost of bulb replacement. This project 
will now be expanded to also convert lights along 
Bailey Avenue, the bike path between the Montpe-
lier High School and the Water Resource Recovery 
Facility, Stonecutters Way, Pioneer Street bridge, 
and the routes 2 and 302 roundabout, as well as 
correct any structural issues of the pole bases and 
rewiring as needed based on field testing. After 
completion of the LED conversion of street lights, 
any remaining bond funds would be used for im-
provements to signalized intersections. 

Marvin Street Slope: The slope along Marvin 
Street between College Street and Bingham Street 
has been slowly dropping toward the ravine on 
the north side of the street. The Department of 
Public Works has been monitoring the slope for 
approximately five years. After consultation with a 
geotechnical engineering firm, it was determined 
that the most economical solution to the issue is 
to stabilize the slope using a non-intrusive method 
of installing soil nails. This type of work is ideal 
for this location and will allow for the contractor 
to perform all work from the existing paved road 
with support from Public Works. Public Works an-
ticipates completing the project in the summer of 
2022. 

Paving Program FY23: This year’s paving pro-
gram will include two new processes that will help 
Public Works to preserve and improve the overall 
condition of the Montpelier street network. The 
first new process is known as FOG seal, which will 
preserve and extend the life of the pavement an 
additional 3 to 5 years. Although it may be coun-
terintuitive to invest in streets that are not in poor 
condition, it is an important component in pave-
ment management and will reduce the cost to 
taxpayers over the long term. Streets scheduled to 
be treated with the FOG seal are College Street, 
National Life Drive, Northfield Street and the park-
ing lot at the Water Treatment Plant.

The other new treatment scheduled for this year 
is known as cold-in place recycling, which is similar 
to the traditional mill and fill (grind and pave); how-
ever, it allows for the entire pavement depth to be 
restored. The existing pavement is ground up and 
used to create the rehabilitated roadway by adding 
asphalt liquids to create a new pavement. After the 
process is complete, each street gets overlayed 
with a thin layer of asphalt. Streets scheduled to be 
treated with the cold-in place recycling are Main 
Street from the roundabout to Towne Hill Road, 
Phelps Street, Wheelock Street, Roberts Street, 
Pleasantview Street, Valerie Avenue, and Blodgett 
Avenue. Work will begin after the July 4, 2022 holi-
day with completion prior to the winter of 2022. 
Other streets that may be included with the con-
tract but are dependent on bid pricing received in-
clude Hillside Avenue, Cliff Street, and Cummings 
Street. 

Paving Program FY22: Westwood Drive is 
scheduled to be reconstructed via a reclamation 
process of grinding the existing asphalt into gravel 

subbase, with new asphalt installed over it. This 
project is funded through the American Rescue 
Plan Act. The contractor for this project is ECI, 
which was the low bidder for the FY22 paving pro-
gram. The work is scheduled to start in the spring 
of 2022 with a completion date prior to July 1, 
2022. 

State Street CSO: The Department of Public 
Works has hired the engineering firm Dufresne 
Group to finish the design plans to eliminate a 
siphon within the sewer main along State Street 
between the courthouse and the Department of 
Motor Vehicles building. The design is nearing 
50% completion with the project to be bid by the 
end of May. Bids will be opened by June, with 
construction slated to start after the July 4, 2022 
holiday. The project will also remove approximately 
one acre of stormwater that directly enters the 
sewer system. By removing the siphon and elimi-
nating the amount of stormwater entering the 
sewer system, the staff anticipates a significant re-
duction in the frequency and volume of CSO over-
flow events at CSO-01, located at the intersection 
of State Street and Taylor Street. Work is sched-
uled to be completed prior to the winter of 2022. 

Phelps Street Sidewalk and storm drain im-
provements: Prior to and in conjunction with the 
cold-in place recycling project, Phelps Street storm 
drains and sidewalks will be replaced. The storm 
drains on this street are in extremely poor condi-
tion. The Department of Public Works will contract 
out the replacement of this section of storm lines 
using ARPA funds prior to July 1, 2022. Once the 
storm drain improvements have been completed, 
DPW will reconstruct the sidewalks with new as-
phalt curb and sidewalk. After the completion of 
both the storm drain project and the sidewalk re-
placement, the street will be scheduled for repav-
ing. All work is scheduled to be completed prior to 
the winter of 2022. 

Montpelier Water Resource Recovery Facility 
(WRRF) – Phase 2: Public Works is working with 
the engineering firm Brown and Caldwell on the 
Preliminary Engineering Report (PER) for the sec-
ond phase of improvements at the Water Resource 
Recovery Facility. These reports evaluate alterna-
tives for equipment and identify any potential 
environmental impacts. The PER is expected to be 
completed in mid-April, and final design is planned 
to begin toward the end of May, 2022. The proj-
ect includes drying of biosolids, which will reduce 
landfill disposal costs, rehabilitation of the second-
ary clarifiers (settling tanks), and new odor control 
equipment. Construction is expected to start in 
the spring of 2023 with project completion in the 
summer of 2024. 

Please feel free to contact me or your elected 
officials with questions or comments about the 
city government. I can be reached at wfraser@
montpelier-vt.org or 802-223-9502. Other city 
officials’ email addresses and phone numbers are 
available on the web.

A Message From City Hall
This page was paid for by the City of Montpelier.

This is a paid commentary and does not reflect the opinions, reporting, or ideas of Bridge Community Media.

Work to be Done
By William Fraser, City Manager
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CVFiber Hires 
Telecom Veteran as 
Executive Director 

CVFiber has hired Jennille Smith as 
its first-ever executive director as 

well as its first full-time employee. Smith 
has deep experience in building commu-
nications infrastructure in rural areas, 
which make her a great fit for construc-
tion of the 1,200-mile, $50-million CV-
Fiber Community Network set to begin 
later this year. 

The CVFiber governing board chose 
Smith unanimously from what CVFiber 
chair Jerry Diamantides called an “im-
pressive list” of candidates.

“We are fortunate to have her on 
board,” Diamantides added. 

Smith is a practicing Vermont lawyer 
who has spent much of her career, she 
said, “building infrastructure in rural 
and urban areas, primarily telecommu-
nications.” She has first-hand experience 
with living in rural Vermont, having 
grown up, she said, “off-grid in a two-
room house that my family built in 
Starksboro.” 

Smith attended law school in Califor-
nia and spent 13 years working on in-
frastructure there before moving back to 
Vermont to be closer to her family. Since 
2018, Smith has worked on FirstNet, the 
federal initiative to build cell towers in 
underserved communities. FirstNet was 
a response to the September 11, 2001 
terror attacks, which showed the need 
for universal emergency communication. 

“Tragedy has a way of revealing things 
to us,” she said. “As the 9/11 attacks 
showed the need for robust communica-
tions infrastructure, the COVID pan-
demic revealed that connecting with the 
world is not a luxury, it’s a necessity.” 

Smith will be coming aboard just as 
CVFiber moves from an all-volunteer 
planning operation to a real-world 
builder and operator of a high-speed 
broadband network. “In my first few 
months, I’ll be getting to know all the 
communities served by CVFiber,” Smith 
said. At the same time, in preparation 
for actual construction, she will be fo-
cused on “communicating with our ven-

dors and construction teams, identifying 
challenges and priorities, making sure 
materials arrive and plans are imple-
mented.” 

Board Chair Diamantides concluded, 
“We found the right person at the right 
time.” 

—press release

Sylvester Joins 
Gifford’s Midwifery 
Team

Gifford Medical Center is pleased to 
welcome Hillary Sylvester, MSN, 

RN, CNM. Sylvester is a recent gradu-
ate of the Frontier Nursing University 
midwifery program and has extensive 
nursing career experience. With Sylves-
ter’s arrival, Gifford’s midwifery team is 
operating at full capacity.

A Swanton native, Sylvester received 
her Bachelor of Science from SUNY 
Plattsburgh’s nursing program in 2015. 
She most recently worked at the North-
western Medical Center Family Birthing 
Center. Sylvester’s passion for midwifery 
came from her love of women’s health 
and advocacy for sexual assault pro-
grams. She fell in love with the birthing 
process after experiencing an emergency 
room delivery while working as a nurse.

“I didn’t find midwifery. It found me,” 
Sylvester said. “Being a midwife is about 
teaching women how to be the healthiest 
version of themselves in an environment 
in which they feel comfortable.”

Sylvester enjoyed studying and learn-
ing about postmenopause and would like 
to pass on that knowledge to patients at 
Gifford.

“It’s a topic people forget about some-
times. I like helping women discover 
themselves again,” Sylvester said.

Sylvester is also a Sexual Assault Nurse 
Examiner.

In her spare time, she enjoys snow-
boarding and plays field hockey. She can 
be reached through our Birthing Center 
at (802) 728-2557.

Gifford Medical Center is a commu-
nity hospital in Randolph, with family 
health centers in Berlin, Bethel, Chelsea, 
Randolph, and Rochester, and specialty 
services throughout central Vermont. A 
federally qualified health center and a 
Top 100 Critical Access Hospital in the 
country, Gifford is a full-service hospital 
with a 24-hour emergency department 
and inpatient unit; many surgical ser-
vices; an adult day program; a 49-unit 
independent living facility, and nursing 
home. Its mission is to improve individu-
als’ and community health by providing 
and ensuring access to affordable, high-
quality health care in Gifford’s service 
area.

—press release

Beaudin Named 
to Dean’s List at 
Washington 
University

Rachael Beaudin of Middlesex was 
named to the dean’s list for the fall 

2021 semester at Washington University 
in St. Louis. Beaudin is currently en-
rolled in the university’s College of Arts 
and Sciences.

To qualify for the dean’s list in the 
College of Arts and Sciences, students 
must earn a semester grade point average 
of 3.6 or above and be enrolled in at least 
14 graded units.

—press release

NewsCommunity and Business News in Brief

Jennille Smith. Courtesy photo.

Advertise!  802-249-8666
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Mosaic Vermont is holding a free 
community gathering to invite 
conversations on what a “Cul-

ture of Consent” might look like. The 
event will be held on the Vermont Col-
lege of Fine Arts green on Saturday, May 
14, from noon to 4 p.m. with a solidarity 
march and survivor speakout starting at 
5 p.m.

“In a time where violence has become 
the norm, we seek to engage with social 
change enthusiasts (youths and adults 
alike) who want to shift the culture 
of violence perpetuating norms, into a 
culture of consent,” Mosaic offered in a 
press release.

“We are seeing an uptick [of incidents] 
for sure in schools,” said Mosaic’s direc-
tor of outreach, Jan Lloyd “ … We’re 
responding to what we’re seeing as an 
ask from our community for more sup-

port and more resources around violence 
prevention.”

Lloyd pointed to Mosaic’s youth in-
terns, “our Gen Z youth leaders,” who 
have helped organize the event and 
will be leading the march and speak-
out, along with one of the event work-
shops “Practicing Everyday Consent and 
Boundaries.”

Through the gathering, Mosaic em-
bodies its mission to end sexual violence 
and help the community heal by pulling 
together staff, youths, and local educa-
tors for “a day of workshops, discussions, 
and activities for participants to explore, 
learn from, and contribute to,” according 
to the press release. “Local advocacy and 
activist organizations in the movement 
will be tabling their information.” For 
more information visit bit.ly/CallingIn-
ConsentGathering 

Mosaic Vermont, formerly known as 
the Sexual Assault Crisis Team, is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit, and acts as Washing-
ton’s County’s sexual violence prevention 
and response agency. A small team of 
dedicated staff members and volunteers 
in Barre provide services and support 
to people who have been impacted by 
sexual violence, as well as community 
and school-based prevention opportuni-
ties. Mosaic’s mission is “to heal com-
munities and end sexual violence. We 

envision a world with resilient communi-
ties, free of sexual/gender-based violence, 
where all people are supported in healing 
from harm.” For more information visit 
mosaic-vt.org.

Mosaic Hosts Culture of Consent Gathering 
at VCFA
By Cassandra Hemenway

Community

Let us know what you think; take our survey. 
surveymonkey.com/r/TheBridge2022
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Per- and polyfluororalkyl sub-
stances (PFAS) are everywhere, 
from groundwater to food pack-

aging, with multiple industrial and ev-
eryday uses. Yet the chemicals are linked 
to a growing number of health problems, 
a matter particularly apt in Montpelier, 
where thousands of gallons of PFAS-con-
taminated landfill leachate is processed 
through the city’s wastewater treatment 
plant every month. As awareness grows 
about the dangers of PFAS, a new state 
law allows Vermonters to hold chemical 
companies responsible for medical moni-
toring costs incurred when residents get 
exposed to toxic substances but have not 
yet become sick. 

The law, S.113, consists of two parts: 
one allows those exposed to toxic sub-
stances to sue chemical manufacturers for 
costs associated with medical monitoring; 
the other allows the state of Vermont to 
sue these companies for costs related to 
cleanups of the toxic chemicals they pro-
duce. Governor Phil Scott signed the bill 
on April 21. 

“I was thrilled that the S.113 passed, 
being the first state in the country to 
make sure that Vermonters have access 
to medical monitoring if they’ve been 
exposed to toxic pollution,” said Lauren 
Hierl, a Montpelier City Council mem-
ber and executive director of the envi-
ronmental group Vermont Conservation 
Voters. “That is great for Vermonters, and 
I think, hopefully, it serves as a model for 
other states as well and giving the state 
the ability to try to hold chemical manu-
facturers responsible for the harm that 
their products are causing after they have 
been the ones to reap the profits for often 
decades from selling these chemicals, that 
they should be the ones on the line for the 
harms they’ve caused.” 

Among chemicals that may trigger 
the law’s provisions are PFAS, which are 

used in food packaging, nonstick 
coatings, firefighting foams, and 
other applications. Their ubiquity 
has led to them being widespread 
in the environment, although 
some sites have particularly high 
levels, with Bennington, Vermont 
being one such hotspot. Exposure 
to PFAS chemicals has been as-
sociated with numerous health 
problems in humans, including 
high cholesterol, ulcerative coli-
tis, thyroid disease, and testicular 
and kidney cancer, according to 
the C8 Science Panel. 

This is What it Takes
These health dangers have left 

some Vermonters deeply con-
cerned about PFAS. On April 22, 
James Ehlers of Winooski, execu-
tive director of Lake Champlain 
International, donned a penis 
costume and stood in front of the 
Statehouse, holding signs stating 
“People and Planet Before Prof-
its” and “Stop Dumping Sewage 
in our Rivers.”

The scene may have been 
surprising, but that’s the point, 
Ehlers said: “I knew that (humor) 
would be the reaction that would 
be elicited from some,” said 
Ehlers in a subsequent interview, 
“but I don’t think it’s funny at all, 
the fact that this is what it takes 
to get not just the attention of politicians 
but — no offense — but also even the 
media.”

Ehlers added that, as a former Navy 
firefighter, he and other firefighters are 
well aware of PFAS in firefighting foam. 
Ehlers also noted the “incidence of testic-
ular cancer particularly among firefight-
ers” and its link to PFAS exposure.

Maine’s PFAS Law
Meanwhile, Maine appears ready to 

pass a law banning land application of 
PFAS-containing biosolids (a product of 
wastewater treatment). Although the bio-
solids are rich in organic materials that 
fertilize farmland, the PFAS that biosol-
ids contain can contaminate groundwater 
and reach drinking water supplies. Such 
effects were recently seen in a Maine 
organic farm found to be contaminated 
after decades-earlier land application of 
sludge containing PFAS. Maine Public 

Radio covered the story in Feb-
ruary.

With a bond voters passed on 
Town Meeting Day, Montpe-
lier’s Water Resource Recovery 
Facility will soon undergo up-
grades, including a belt dryer for 
waste treated at the plant, yield-
ing class-A biosolids (a treated 
sludge from sewer waste). These 
biosolids are considered basically 
pathogen-free and can be applied 
to land without restriction, per 
the EPA. Once the dryer is in 
place, class-A biosolids coming 
out of the Montpelier plant have 
several potential destinations, per 
an earlier interview with Kurt 
Motyka, deputy director of and 
engineer with Montpelier Public 
Works Department. One possible 
application is the kind of land-
spreading that Maine’s bill would 
ban because of the environmental 
damage this practice causes. 

Landfill leachate constitutes 
the largest portion of PFAS com-
ing into Montpelier’s wastewa-
ter treatment plant. This liquid, 
drained from the Coventry, Ver-
mont landfill, gets shipped to 
Montpelier’s plant for treatment. 
Motyka said Montpelier will stop 
accepting leachate after July 2023 
(before the new dryer will be op-
erational), unless landfill opera-

tor Casella Waste Systems begins onsite 
leachate treatment to remove PFAS before 
shipping. Motyka noted the decision on 
this lies with Montpelier City Council, 
which will review the issue again this fall. 

Noted Hierl of the PFAS removal proj-
ect, “I haven’t seen the progress on that, 
that I was hoping to see by now.” She 
added that, “to me, if that’s not happen-
ing for whatever reason, then that’s a 
different conversation of what’s our plan 
with the leachate, and what’s the city 
doing about it.”

As PFAS Concerns Grow, Laws Expand
By Lauren Milideo

News

James Ehlers, executive director of Lake 
Champlain International, dons a penis costume 
to call attention to the testicular cancer caused 
by PFAS, among other serious health issues. He 
showed up in front of the Vermont Statehouse 
earlier in April. Photo by Alex Brush.
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Sports

More than two dozen men, and 
one inspirational woman, 
gathered recently at the Barre 

Street Rec Center to celebrate a sport 
they could never quite give up.

The April 27 rec league basketball 
reunion brought together a variety of 
weeknight warriors and lunch-hour 
launchers whose lifelong participation in 
the sport provided them with a con-
nection to their former glory days and 
offered a competitive outlet to help pass 
the long winter months.

“All those who participated and con-
tacted me to say they could come showed 
great appreciation for gathering the for-
mer players in central Vermont and there 
was a warmth and camaraderie that 
marked the day,” reunion organizer Ken 
Libertoff said. “Remembering the days 
and hours spent in this little gym were 
something to cherish.”

Many players recalled the intensity, 
even ferocity, of the organized rec league 
games, but most said the bonds formed 
with teammates and joy brought by the 
simple execution of the game was the 
main attraction. Lunch-time pickup 
games, while somewhat tamer, still pro-
vided therapeutic competition in the 
middle of the work day.

One trailblazing player had a unique 
perspective. Kathy Johnson, the first 
woman to play in the Montpelier Rec 
League, said a few men, not many but 
a few, were skeptical about her ability 
until she went head-to-head with them. 
She played for Julio’s in the Rec League 
and also participated in the noon-time 
sessions.

“Ninety percent of the lunchtime play-
ers were welcoming,” Johnson told her 
fellow hoop lovers. “Ten to 15 percent 
were tolerant and one or two, a small 
percentage, didn’t want me here. For a 
few of those guys who really didn’t want 
me there we intentionally had me guard 
them.”

Once they saw that the former mem-
ber of a state champion New Hamp-
shire high school team (Fall Mountain 

Regional) had game, she became just 
another player.

“It’s a great workout,” said Johnson, 
who played in the league for seven years. 
“It’s a great team sport. I loved the 
challenge. I always played with men in 
high school because that was the best 
competition. The Julio’s players were so 
welcoming.”

She said she was not treated differently 
on the court but did finally manage 
to get a separate shower installed for 
women. 

Libertoff said he hopes participants 
will submit their own “basketball dia-
ries” as a way to archive a living history 
of rec basketball in central Vermont. He 
has his own reminiscences and is invit-
ing others to submit theirs by June 1. 
Libertoff said he would perhaps create 
a website to preserve the memories. For 

more information, email Ken at ken-
nyl16@aol.com.

The regular lunchtime crowd was on 
the court as the reunion attendees filed 
in, including local attorney Phil Zalin-
ger, who was honored for the most con-
secutive years played — at least 35. 

 The future of the noontime games 
could be uncertain. The 90-year-old Rec 
Center needs millions of dollars of reno-
vation to meet federal disability stan-
dards, and city officials are grappling 
with what to do with it. Montpelier 
voters recently approved the $3 million 
acquisition of the 138-acre former Elks 
Club golf course outside of downtown, 

and one of the major uses to be discussed 
is the construction of a new recreational 
facility on that site.

Libertoff said he is concerned that 
young players might not have as easy ac-
cess to a new facility located away from 
downtown and hopes city officials keep 
the creation of a space for indoor bas-
ketball in mind as ideas emerge for the 
new facility, the construction of which is 
likely several years away.

“It will be an interesting debate,” he 
said. “It will be interesting to see what 
will be done to ensure that boys and 
girls, and men and women, have a way 
to get to the Elks Club.”

Roundball Reunion
A Celebration of Central Vermont Rec League Basketball
By Tom Brown

More than two dozen former Montpelier Rec League basketball players shared their memories at a reunion 
held April 27 at the Rec Center on Barre Street. Photo by John Lazenby.
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When I first came to own my 
220-year-old house in East 
Montpelier, I immediately 

set about re-painting it. It hadn’t been 
painted for over a decade … maybe lon-
ger. I thought about changing the whole 
red-with-white-trim color scheme, but 
something tugged me toward tradition, 
and I kept it as it was. But not the front 
door. I had to find a new one anyway, so 
I was ready for a change.

The front door had fallen off its hinges 
several years ago, so replacing and paint-
ing the door was a priority. Historically, 
the entrance of this house had been 
white since the 1980s, set off by the red 
house paint. Before that, it was a deep 
forest green set in an all-white house 
with green trim. 

That being the case, I wanted to try 
something cheerful or meaningful. At 
some point, a little voice inside my head 
told me to try blue, but it was so far from 
the colors of the rest of the house that I 
felt trepidation. I did some research, 
and solidified my feelings after reading 
something unusual. I had tripped across 
an article about a culture where people 
paint their entrances “Haint Blue” for 
protection. Written in 2020 by Shoshi 
Parks for the web-based magazine Atlas 
Obscura, the article describes a com-
munity in the low-lying coastal area of 
Beaufort County, South Carolina. 

Parks writes that many of the inhab-

itants there belong to a group called 
the “Gulluh Geechee,” and are descen-
dents of African slaves. According to 
her, they believe the color blue has the 
power to protect their households from 
evil spirits (called “haints”). Desire for 
the color blue, painfully and ironically, 
also helped spur the transatlantic trade 
routes, which relied on enslaved work-
ers. The color blue is found primarily 
in a “leggy green plant” called indigo, 
which had been grown on plantations in 
South Carolina since it was introduced 
in the 1700s. A blue color derived from 
the plant was soon used by the Gullah 
Geechee to paint porch ceilings and 
doors to trick the ‘haints’ into think-
ing the blue is the sky (which lures 
them away), or water (which they can-
not cross).

And although my house is far away 
from South Carolina, and the hue I 
chose is called “Blue Moon,” the added 
notion that it could possibly protect 
me and my son firmed up my decision. 
Plus, blue has always been my favorite 
color. And once the paint dried, I saw 
it next to the “Barn Red” of the house 
and “Manchester White” of the trim — 
I also noticed it also looked downright 
patriotic for July.

But everyone must make their own 
choice about how to present the front 
door. Locally, at a Montpelier Sherwin-
Williams paint store on River Street, 

longtime employee Joe Dorman talked 
about how people choose the color of 
their entrances. When he confers with 
customers, they factor in considerations 
such as the deck and other elements 
around the door. “People tend to get 
braver on such a small project,” Dorman 
told The Bridge May 7. He pointed out 
how someone can try a brighter, bolder 
color, and simply paint over it if they 
don’t like it. This year’s popular colors 
for doors seem to be yellow, reds, and 
burgundies, Dorman noted after look-
ing at materials from the store. But yel-
low can be hard to deal with, he said, 
because it fades when exposed to UV 
rays. However, he agreed, red is always 
a classic.

Brittany Anas wrote, in her 2020 ar-
ticle, “Bet You Don’t Know the His-
tory and Symbolism Behind Red Front 
Doors” (apartmenttherapy.com), she 
heard from a Scottish person that red 
doors represent living debt-free: You 
paint your door red after you pay off 
the mortgage, and are out of “the red.”

But other cultures assign other sym-
bolism to the front door and color 
choices. In her article, “The Magi-
cal Door: Power Colors to Paint Your 
Entrance” (tesswhitehurst.com), Tess 
Whitehurst asserts the door is one of the 
most important places of the home ac-
cording to the Chinese practice of feng 
shui (a belief relating to the energy in-
teraction between humans and their en-
vironments). “It’s literally the threshold 
where the energy from the outside world 
— visible and invisible — enters your 
home and becomes your own. Even if 
you don’t use your front door frequently, 
it’s the symbolic entry point of blessings 
and wealth,” she writes. She likens the 
mouth — where “nutrients” go in and 
out — to the front door — where other 
things go in and out. Therefore, door 
color is akin to lipstick. 

In her assessment, the number one 
door color is red, which symbolizes cel-
ebration, success, and prosperity. But 
the number two color is blue, which 
represents harmony, peace, and protec-

tion from negativity. And number three 
is purple, which invites synchronicity, 
magic, and divine guidance. Those col-
ors are followed by, in her order of desir-
ability, black (elegance), green (health, 
abundance), and pink (sweetness, love). 
She doesn’t mention yellow, which Dor-
man of Sherwin-Williams indicates is 
one of the more popular hues this year.

But local realtor Sue Aldrich of Cold-
well Banker Classic Properties notes that 
other colored doors are also of interest. “I 
love cool colored doors, and we recently 
painted our house a deep charcoal gray 
with white trim and bright orange doors, 
and it looks fantastic.” She added that 
the door has cool sidelights with the 
panes in a diamond pattern, also painted 
orange. Aldrich said having a nice front 
door adds to curb appeal and sales value.

As Joe Dorman said, you can be brave 
when choosing the paint for your front 
door because, if you don’t like it, you can 
always change it to a more conservative 
color later.

Color Magic for Your Front Door
By Carla Occaso

Home  
Improvement

The author’s blue front door. 
Photo by Carla Occaso. 
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Arts

Student Artwork 
Graces Downtown 
Storefront

A slideshow of artwork by Montpelier 
Public School students will be dis-

played in the front window of 50 Main 
Street (the former Studio Zenith space) 
during the month of May. Montpelier 
Alive is thrilled to partner with the art 
teachers of Montpelier’s Union Elemen-
tary School, Main Street Middle School, 
and Montpelier High School to present a 
year-end exhibition of student art work.

More than 200 pieces will be show-
cased in a continuously rotating slide-
show, projected onto a screen visible in 
the front window of the 50 Main Street 
space. The work will be displayed begin-
ning Monday, May 9, and can be viewed 
between 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily. 

The display is part of the Community 

Projection Project, which is presented 
by Montpelier Alive and the Montpelier 
Public Art Commission with support 
from Gabe Lajeunesse, a financial advi-
sor with Edward Jones; Didi Brush and 
Don Marsh; and many additional local 
donors. Special thanks to Amani Ansari, 
Jess Dewes, Colleen Flanagan, Kristina 
Kane, and Montpelier Property Manage-
ment.

Montpelier Alive works to create a 
more vibrant and livable community by 
celebrating Montpelier’s heart and soul: 
its downtown. We bring the community 
together through events, keep our down-
town beautiful, support local businesses, 
and promote Montpelier to visitors. 

—press release

Muralist Selected 
for Montpelier’s 
Largest Blank  
Canvas

Stunning visual design, silhouetted 
profiles of local people, and the in-

clusion of local artists in painting it are 
three strengths that contributed to the 
selection of Mauricio Ramirez’s proposal 
for the mural that will be painted on the 
city’s largest blank canvas, the north wall 
of Shaw’s supermarket.

In March, Ramirez, a muralist based 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, was selected as 
one of four finalists out of the 56 artists 
who submitted proposals to the Mont-
pelier Public Art Commission. Sunday, 
commission chair Ward Joyce said that 
Ramirez was the unanimous first choice 
of the selection committee. The commit-
tee was composed of the commission and 
representatives from Montpelier Alive, 
Shaw’s supermarkets (the lessees) and 

Pomerleau Realty (the building owners), 
the four entities that covered the $19,000 
mural grant.

“The piece is fairly abstract, but it goes 
from a darker composition and slowly 
transitions almost like a storyline toward 
more clarity and color,” Joyce said in 
a telephone interview. “It almost reads 
from left to right like a single line of 
poetry.”

Facing the bike path and Main Street, 
the 15-foot-high, 110-foot-long wall is in 
a very prominent location and will be the 
largest mural in the city. Joyce said that 
painting the mural will take about two 
weeks and it is expected to be done in 
July. He said that the local people who 
are silhouetted will not be recognizable 
as specific individuals, and that other 
details, such as developing a team to col-
laborate with Ramirez on the piece have 
not yet been worked out.

Although the commission has not 
released the draft design, samples of 
Ramirez’s previous murals can be seen 
on his website, mauriciopaints.com.

—Tom McKone
 

Capital City 
Concerts 
Concludes the 
Season with Bach

Capital City Concerts concludes its 
2021–2022 season with a large en-

semble performance “Oh, for the Love of 
Bach” on Saturday, May 21 at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Bethany United Church of Christ 
in Montpelier.

The performance will include a small 
orchestra performing J.S. Bach’s Bran-

denburg Concerto No. 5 in D major, 
BWV 1050, as well as the Sonata in G 
major for cello and piano, BWV 1027, 
and a number of arias featuring soprano 
Hyunah Yu, a protege of the late Blanche 
Honegger Moyse. Yu is known interna-
tionally for her tender and unerringly 
appropriate interpretations of Bach.

The instrumentalists are favorite musi-
cians at Capital City Concerts and in-
clude cellist Edward Arron, bassist Lou 
Kosma, pianist Jeewon Park, violinists 
Theodore Arm and Mary Gibson, violist 
Stefanie Taylor, and flutist Karen Kevra, 
who is the founder and artistic director 
of Capital City Concerts.

“We missed the concerts terribly when 
the pandemic forced us to shut down, 
but none more than our annual Bach 
concerts,” Kevra said. “Audience mem-
bers wrote to me to say they were yearn-
ing to hear Bach. So Bach is back. I chose 
pieces in which Bach’s depth of emotion 
and the theme of love really come across. 
Even the Brandenburg Concerto No. 5 
fits — the slow movement is entitled “Af-
fetuoso” or “with affection.”

Tickets to hear the concert live ($15 to 
$25) are available now and at the door 
on the day of the performance while 
they last. Remote tickets (pay-as-you-
can) start at $10 and enable you to watch 
on-demand beginning the weekend of 
May 28.

The concerts are sponsored in part 
by Capitol Copy, Community National 
Bank, Black River Design Architects, 
and VPR. Visit capitalcityconcerts.org.
for tickets, and information including 
programs, bios, and the latest updates of 
possible COVID-19 protocols.

—press release

Arts News in Brief

“Frida Kahlo” by Stella Meyer, a 
student at Montpelier High School, 
is one of more than 200 pieces 
showcased in a presentation of 
student artwork in Montpelier’s 
downtown. Courtesy image.
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Vermont State House unveiled Vermont 
artist Katie Runde’s life-size portrait. The 
Friends commissioned the portrait and 
the National Life Group underwrote it 
in memory of Jack Carter and Charlotte 
MacLeay, two past chairs of the Friends.

A Progressive Educator Ahead of 
His Time

Born in 1795, raised in Corinth, and 
graduated from Middlebury College in 
1823, Twilight was a teacher and head-
master for over three decades. Most of 
that time he lived in Brownington, a 
small Orleans County town he called his 
“home of choice.” Under his leadership, 
the Orleans County Grammar School 
thrived. The school took local students 
and boarding students from around the 
country and Quebec. Twilight was re-
sponsible for building the “Old Stone 
House,” a four-story granite dormitory 
that is still the main attraction of historic 
Brownington Village. Formally named 
“Athenian Hall,” the building housed up 
to 70 students.

Sounding remarkably modern, Twi-
light’s commitment to adequate state 
funding of education led him to run 
for Brownington’s seat in the Vermont 
House. He served one term and quickly 
returned to his first love — teaching. 

Molly Veysey, the museum’s executive 
director, described Twilight as a progres-
sive educator ahead of his time in what 
and how he taught and in his approach 
to student behavior. We celebrate STEM 
education (science, technology, engineer-
ing, and mathematics) as a modern move-
ment, but Twilight taught those subjects 
and natural history 180 years ago. He 
embedded hands-on, experiential educa-
tion in the Orleans County Grammar 
School curriculum and instruction.

Although Twilight also served as the 
town preacher, he let students decide 
whether or not to attend chapel. Student 
choice was unheard of in that era, and 
Veysey said it may have been one of the 
areas of friction between Twilight and 

school trustees. At one point Twilight 
left the school; however, it faltered dur-
ing his absence, and he was asked to re-
turn. Years later, when Twilight died, the 
school faltered again and two years later 
closed permanently.

Of a Different Ethnic Background 
and Racially Ambiguous 

In early census records, Twilight’s par-
ents were listed as Black, and Corinth 
records called them “the first negroes 
to settle in Corinth.” Years later, census 
records listed Twilight and his family as 
white.

 “It’s kind of an interesting journey 
that he makes from belonging to a Black 
family to being considered a white fam-
ily later in his life,” Veysey said. “He was 
light-skinned, but his students certainly 
knew that he had perhaps a different 
ethnic background than many of them.” 

William Hart, professor emeritus of 
history at Middlebury College, taught 
both American history and African 
American history at Middlebury and is 
writing a book about Twilight. He hopes 
to have it in print for the bicentennial of 
Twilight’s graduation from Middlebury 
in September 2023, he said.

Calling himself a micro-historian, Hart 
said he uses “Twilight, his life, and Ver-
mont as a window onto the larger society 
… . Microhistory means that you focus 
on an individual or a town or a move-
ment or something seemingly small, but 
by probing that deeply you can expand 
upon a lot of cultural and national is-
sues.”

“The book is about him, of course — 
the life and times of Alexander Twilight 
— but more importantly it’s really about 
how we think about race,” Hart said. “My 
book is interrogating how Americans — 
United States citizens — have thought of 
race over time and how the definition of 
how people are racialized changes over 
time. How that is determined. It’s not 
something that is fixed.”

Hart said that a racially ambiguous 
person — based on such issues as their 

education, career, spouse, friends — may 
“perform as white” and be accepted as 
such.

“I think it’s important for Vermonters 
to know that in Vermont — known as 
one of the whitest states in the union 
— people of color have made significant 
contributions to the history of the state, 
so Alexander Twilight is important in 
that way … He is the first of many more 
whose portraits will hang in the people’s 
house,” Hart said. “Vermont has always 
been a multiracial society with people 
who have made important contributions 
throughout its history.”

An Historic Portrait Begins an 
Atmospheric Change

Portrait artist Katie Runde usually 
paints from life, using live models, so 
painting the portrait of a man who died 
in 1857 and of whom the only existing 
photograph is a very small, scratched-up 
daguerreotype created extra challenges. 
The daguerreotype is about two inches 
wide and less than two-and-half inches 

continued on page 13

Above, Middlebury College professor William Hart speaks about the 
life of Alexander Twilight after the unveiling of Twilight’s portrait at the 
State House Thursday, May 5. At right is Gov. Phil Scott. Photo by John 
Lazenby/Friends of the State House. At right, this daguerreotype of 
Alexander Twilight is the only photograph of him. The original is tiny: 
about 2 inches wide and 2.5 inches tall. Courtesy the Old Stone House 
Museum and Historic Village.  

Twilight
continued from page 1

Visiting the Statehouse and  
the Old Stone House

Two places with special connections to Alexander Twilight, the Vermont 
Statehouse, right here in Montpelier, and the Old Stone House, in Brown-

ington, in Orleans Country, are open to the public.
The Statehouse, which has the new portrait of Twilight on display in the 

lobby, is open to the public Monday through Friday, 7:45 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. 
Guided tours stopped because of the pandemic; it is hoped they can resume 
this summer. Visitors are welcome to take self-guided tours. Currently, masks 
are required in committee rooms and recommended in other locations.

The Old Stone House Museum and Historic Village is open Wednesday 
through Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. (closed Mondays and Tuesdays.) This year 
it opens from May 18 through October 16. Both self-guided and guided tours 
are offered. Guided tours start at 11 a.m., 1 p.m., and 3 p.m. Details about 
visiting and information about Twilight, the museum, and the village can be 
found at oldstonehousemuseum.org.
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tall, and although Twilight was known 
for his sense of humor, in 19th century 
custom, he didn’t smile for the photog-
rapher.

“What I love about portraits is you try 
to get the spark of humanity in a person,” 
Runde said. “You try to lean in to what 
makes them an individual. That’s the fun 
of it.”

Runde said that Hart, who is consid-
ered the top authority on Twilight, and 
the staff of the Old Stone House Mu-
seum helped her to understand Twilight. 
The portrait committee, which included 
Hart, representatives of the museum, the 
Friends of the Vermont State House and 
others, made suggestions about how to 

incorporate the various dimensions of 
Twilight’s life into the portrait. She had 
three different live models to help with 
body type, skin color, and complexion 
and had to hunt for men’s clothing from 
the 1850s.

“I never thought I would say this about 
any committee, but the committee was 
essential and so helpful and had some 
really good ideas that I ended up incor-
porating in the final portrait,” she said.

“We’re celebrating him as a person of 
color,” Runde said. “We’re also celebrat-
ing him for who he was in society. He 
was a minister, he was an educator. These 
represent a very different way of think-
ing about power, especially because at 
the Statehouse we have military heroes. 
We have white men who have a lot of 

money and so a lot of power. And here we 
have Twilight, who was predominantly a 
leader in service, as an educator, as a min-
ister. That has to show up in the portrait.”

Before the unveiling of Runde’s Twi-
light portrait, all 86 portraits on dis-
play in the Statehouse were of white 
people, primarily men. Runde’s portrait 
is within view of the new exhibits about 
the Abenaki as the indigenous people of 
Vermont and about women in the State-
house. Several speakers at the unveiling 
spoke of the Twilight portrait as a first 
step to bringing greater diversity into the 
people’s house.

“If you spent any time in the State-
house, hopefully you’ve seen a gaggle of 
young girls stand under the portrait of 
Gov. Madeleine Kunin, just delighted 

to see someone who looks like them, 
who’s in vibrant colors, who makes them 
feel what’s possible,” said Vermont Sen. 
Kesha Ram Hinsdale at the unveiling 
ceremony last week. “Eighty-six portraits. 
One person of color. Three women. No 
women of color. We have so far to go, 
but now I know I can look at a portrait 
of Madeleine Kunin, of Rep. Alexander 
Twilight, and I can know that a day will 
come when there will also be a portrait of 
a woman of color who has walked these 
halls and served in these bodies.”

See a video of the unveiling ceremony 
of the Alexander Twilight portrait at the 
Vermont Statehouse here: montpelierbridge.
org/video.

continued from page 12

The Vermont Statehouse has long 
been called “the people’s house,” 
but to many Vermonters, that’s 

not the message it sends. The walls of 
the majestic building are dominated by 
governors, military leaders, and white 
men. The state curator, the Friends of 
the Vermont State House, and others are 
working to change that messaging.

“We’re making room for new story-
telling, and that’s what the portrait of 
Alexander Twilight is intended to intro-
duce,” State Curator David Schutz said 
during an interview at the Statehouse in 
April. “The overall, arching goal is to 
ensure that all Vermonters feel that the 
Statehouse is theirs.”

Twilight was the first Black legislator 
in the United States, and Schutz said 
that prominently installing the portrait 
of him in the lobby is an important 
step toward making the “people’s house” 
more inclusive. About five years ago the 
Friends of the Vermont State House 
started envisioning a new interpretive 
plan — one that brings more diver-
sity and inclusion to what people see 
when they visit or work in the building. 
Schutz formed a broad-based curato-
rial task force that included Abenaki, 
women, Black people, and representa-
tives from the Vermont Historical Soci-
ety and Vermont historical sites.

A decade ago, when the legislature 
recognized the Abenaki as the indig-
enous people of Vermont, the Abenaki 
gave the governor gifts. Schutz said that 
those gifts, combined with another a 
few years later — a carved sign made 
by writer and alphabet preservationist 
Tim Brookes — inspired an Abenaki 
display in the lobby. The sign presents 
the phonetic spelling of the name the 
Abenaki called themselves: W8bana-
kiak. It means “dawn-land people.”

Discussions of the lack of Abenaki rep-
resentation led to looking at other groups.

There were a handful of portraits 

of women in the Statehouse: Made-
leine May Kunin, the state’s first fe-
male governor; Edna Beard, who in the 
1920s became the first woman elected 
to the Vermont House and later the 
first woman elected to the Senate; and 
Consuelo Northrup Bailey, Vermont’s 
first female speaker of the House and, in 
1954, the first woman elected lieutenant 
governor in the United States.

The story of women at the Statehouse 
goes back to Clarina Howard Nichols 
in the 1840s. A strong supporter of the 
anti-slavery and women’s rights move-
ments, Nichols became the first woman 
to speak to the General Assembly in 
1852.

“The display goes back to the middle 
of the 19th century, when women began 
to advocate for themselves,” Schutz said. 
“This tells the story of how inexorably 
and gradually — and especially since 
getting the right to vote in 1920 — 
women were able to assume power here 
at the Statehouse.”

A large increase in the number of 
women legislators during World War II 
continued into the 1950s. In 1953, there 
was such a “then-extraordinary number 
of women in the Vermont General As-
sembly” that Life magazine ran a multi-
page article about it.

 The new display about women in the 
Statehouse went up in February 2020, 
just before the pandemic shut things 
down. Other updated or new displays 
include information about the three 
Statehouses and the story of the statue 
atop the dome.

“This is more than a museum,” he 
said. “This is our state capitol. This is 
the place that still has the legislative 
and executive branches interacting and 
doing the people’s business, so as the 
people’s house, how will the Statehouse 
evolve over time, and what’s the proper 
role of the building and its ongoing 
storytelling?”

Artist Katie Runde, who painted the 
Twilight portrait, said the effort to make 
the Statehouse more inclusive brings to 
mind Vermont’s motto: Freedom and 
Unity.

“We can’t have unity as long as there 
are people who aren’t welcome or people 
who aren’t being taken care of,” Runde 
said in a telephone interview. “If we’re 

only representing white men and maybe 
one or two women, it says something 
about who we’re welcoming into the 
house. We need to welcome everybody 
into the house or else it’s not the people’s 
house … To finally get some diversity 
into there is amazing. We need more 
people of color. Twilight needs to be the 
beginning.”

Ensuring the People’s House Welcomes All
By Tom McKone 

Artist Katie Runde, who painted the Alexander Twilight portrait just 
unveiled in the Statehouse, is shown working in her studio. Photo by 
Evan Wilson.
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Hample this summer; she’ll be the one 
counting plants and other species for the 
ecological assessment piece of the plan. 

“We are about to go full swing into 
Hubbard and North Branch … it is a 
massive undertaking,” Frasca said dur-
ing a walk with a reporter at the North 
Branch River park recently. Nonethe-
less, with the joint work of two city 
commissions and the Nature Center, 
plus a full-time graduate student, Frasca 
estimates that a draft plan should be 
ready this fall and a finalized plan com-
pleted in December. 

And the first step to make the plan, 
Frasca said, is to invite the public to 
get involved. The Parks Commission 
is about to roll out a detailed survey, 
he said, and it has scheduled ten public 
walks in various zones of Hubbard and 
North Branch River parks. Each walk 
will be led by two parks commissioners, 
one to lead the walk, and the other to 
take notes as participants ask questions 
and offer input. 

PLACE Making
“Our project proposal was not only 

to conduct the parks survey but also to 

bring the Place-Based Landscape Analy-
sis and Community Engagement pro-
gram (PLACE) to Montpelier,” Frasca 
wrote in an email to The Bridge. “The 
PLACE program is oriented around 
connecting people with the place they 
live, and engaging them in the explora-
tion of the natural and cultural history 
of Vermont towns.”

An initiative of the UVM Field Stud-
ies program, Hample said the program 
provides communities insight into both 
landscape (including both natural his-

tory and human history) and commu-
nity engagement. 

“The PLACE program provides local 

residents with a forum for exploring and 
understanding the natural and cultural 
history of their town landscape,” ac-
cording to the UVM PLACE Program 
website.

Hample will focus on the ecological 
part of the landscape, she said, creating 
an inventory of wildlife, mostly plants, 
including a soil and geology inventory. 

“It also includes human history,” she 
added during a telephone interview, 
“because nothing in Vermont has not 
been touched by humans.”

Frasca said the management plan will 
include two new parcels of land re-
cently purchased, which has expanded 
Hubbard Park by 80 acres. While 
there’s an interim plan in place for 
those parcels, he said, this new plan 
incorporates them fully and will guide 
commissioners in park management for 
the next 10 years.

Advertise!

Hubbard Zone 1
Southern half (pre-expansion), 

which includes all vehicle access, both 
shelters, tower, frog pond, sledding 
hill, etc. Wider trails, easier access, 
much more populated. Ends at the 
park HQ. Friday, May 27, 12 p.m., 
and Saturday, May 28, 12 p.m.

Hubbard Zone 2
Northern half (pre-expansion) be-

ginning at park HQ, includes seven 
fireplaces, streamside, parks connec-
tor, and nature center trail. Thursday, 
May 12, 6 p.m., and Wednesday, May 
18, 12 p.m.

 

Hubbard Zone 3
New parcels. Wednesday, May 11, 

10 a.m., and Monday, May 23, 6 p.m.
 

North Branch Zone 1
Lower section from Cummings 

Street to Nature Center bridge. In-
cludes the river path, meadow, beaver 
pond, stream drainages, pump track, 
and riparian areas. Saturday, May 14, 
8 a.m., and Wednesday, May 25, 5:30 
p.m.

 
North Branch Zone 2

Hillside with all the trails. Tuesday, 
June 1, 9 a.m., and Saturday, June 11, 
4 p.m.

Participate in a Parks Walk

Want to learn more about the city’s 10-year parks management plan and 
share your thoughts with commissioners? Join them on one of the park 

walks scheduled below. For those whose mobility doesn’t allow for a walk, or 
who can’t make any of these dates, the commission has scheduled an open 
house on June 14 at the Elm Street Pavilion from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

“This will be an opportunity for folks to meet with the full parks commis-
sion and discuss the entire park,” Frasca wrote in an email to The Bridge, 
adding that, “Each walk will be led by two commissioners and go for about an 
hour. This will be a space for park users to share their thoughts and opinions 
on park use and management of that particular area.”

Erica Hample, a master’s student through the UVM Field Naturalist 
program, has partnered with the city of Montpelier to work on a 10-year 
plan for Hubbard Park and North Branch River Park. Courtesy photo.

Parks Plan
continued from page 1
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We all give different answers to 
the question “Where are you 
from?” Those of us who live 

in central Vermont should start saying 
“the Winooski River.” Named by the 
Abenaki for the wild onion found along 
its banks, the Winooski is the deepest 
connection we have with our fellow 
human beings, other life-forms, and the 
land itself. And it’s a connection we 
should start recognizing as our home.

Most of the time, we think of the 
Winooski as a thin ribbon of water on 
the edge of our everyday lives. We rarely 
take it seriously unless it threatens to 
overflow its banks. 

Nothing could be further from real-
ity. The Winooski is not just the river 
we see at the center of the valley, but the 
whole web of tributaries that spiderweb 
into the highlands, under the ground, 
and into our lives. Every time we take 
a shower, drink coffee, wash our car, 
or fill our pool, we receive its gift. It 
touches us dozens of times a day, and we 
make it part of who we are. 

Even more tangible is that for bet-
ter or worse — and much of the time 
it’s for the worse — we contribute to 
it. All the water we use ends up in the 
Winooski River. We’ve inflicted a heavy 
toll. There are certainly a lot of nega-
tives: motor oil, fertilizer, human waste, 
road salt, deforestation and the resulting 
erosion. 

Thankfully, we’ve taken major steps 

to change our relationship with the 
Winooski. We’re much less likely to 
directly pollute by dumping untreated 
waste into the river. But we’ve still got to 
tackle all the indirect ways we hurt the 
Winooski. To do so, we’ve got to learn 
to inhabit it as a home.

A good book to help us think through 
this is “In the Land of the Wild Onion: 
Travels Along the Winooski River” by 
Charles Fish. Fish, a “real Vermonter” 
of Yankee stock who grew up in Essex 
Junction, walked and paddled the whole 
river to meet it in a new way. 

Fish recounts the history and intro-
duces readers to the wide range of char-
acters and communities in the watershed 
that you’d expect from an “environmen-
tal” book: the tracker Susan Morse (who 
he calls “the most interesting animal 
in the forest”), the Friends of the Mad 
River and their work to stabilize eroding 
riverbanks, and organic dairy farmers.

But Fish goes further and includes 
groups and organizations we don’t usu-
ally include in the story of a healthy 
ecosystem. He highlights hunters and 
trappers, such as “Bobcat Man” Patrick 
Soneira, who play key roles in restoring 
and advocating for wildlife. Fish visits 
the Montpelier Wastewater Treatment 
Plant, an imperfect but huge agent in 
starting to clean up our mess. 

Fish comes out hopeful. “In my trav-
els in the Winooski watershed, I found 
much to discourage a lover of rivers, 

but the more I learned about past and 
present, the more reasons I found for a 
guarded optimism.” In Vermont, long-
term economic interest often elides with 
those of conservationists, giving us “rea-
son to hope.” 

Through Fish’s eyes, the reader comes 
away with not only seeing the Winooski 
in a new light, but also with a new iden-
tity. The river spans all the other, more 
ephemeral divisions that separate us. 
You see what we are: tens of thousands 
of leaves sustained by the trunk every 
minute of every day. 

Most importantly, we see that we do 
hold some things in common. Aside 
from details about the cost and who 
does the work, I don’t think there is any-
one in central Vermont who wouldn’t 

like the fish population to recover, no 
matter where we are on the political 
spectrum.

The Winooski River is the source and 
culmination of who we are as central 
Vermonters. We’re better than what it’s 
showing. Let’s find a way for our home 
to reflect the best of who we are.

Damian Costello is the Director of Post-
graduate Studies at NAIITS: An Indig-
enous Learning Community and a speaker 
with the Vermont Humanities Council. 
On Monday, May 23 at 7 p.m. he will be 
giving a talk in-person and on Zoom for the 
Kellogg-Hubbard Library titled, “Murder 
in Plain Sight? An Abenaki/Settler Mystery 
on the Vermont Frontier.” Sign up at kel-
logghubbard.org/adult-programs

Our Home, The Winooski River 
by Damian Costello 

Commentary
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Now, as Americans, we all know 
that Americans are exceptional 
in many different ways. It there-

fore should be gratifying to all of us to 
see that there are still some Americans 
who are willing to go abroad and show 
the world just how exceptional we can 
be. I am talking, of course, about the 
incident that occurred at Israel’s Ben 
Gurion Airport on April 28, 2022. And 
I am talking about being exceptionally 
clueless.

After some 20 years of practice, most 
of us by now know the rules about what 
you can bring aboard aircraft in your 
carry-on bags and your checked lug-
gage. For example, we know the “3-1-1 
rule,” according to which bottles and 
jars of liquids, gels, and aerosols must 
be 3.4 ounces or smaller and must fit 
in one quart-sized plastic bag, and only 

one such bag is allowed per passenger 
in carry-on bags. And we know that 
fireworks of any kind are not allowed in 
carry-on or checked baggage.

So it came as a surprise to read that a 
family of American tourists had caused 
the evacuation of the terminal at Ben 
Gurion. They did this by approaching 
the security checkpoint with a piece 
of unexploded military ordnance. As 
fireworks go, this was not just a cherry 
bomb. 

According to reports, one of the chil-
dren in the family found the object 
while they were touring the Golan 
Heights, which had been heavily shelled 
with artillery during the Six-Day War 
in 1967 and again in 1973. The object 
appeared to be the explosive projectile of 
an artillery round. 

Having up to that point not killed 
themselves with it while also blowing up 
their hotel, the family thought it would 
make a great souvenir and wanted to 
take it home. Obviously, had they been 
successful and gotten it home, it could 
have provided a wonderful “Hold my 
beer” moment for the dad, as in “Honey, 
hold my beer. Hey Bob, look what we 
found in the Golan Heights!” (while 
tossing the object across the family 

room to his brother in law who was 
never good at playing catch).

Now, to be fair, according to at least 
one report the family approached secu-
rity officers to ask if they could place the 
object in their checked baggage rather 
than trying to smuggle it through the 
detectors in a carry on. Nevertheless, 
just the presence of the artillery shell 
in the terminal caused a panic when 
the evacuation order was given. After 
decades of experience, Israelis do not 
tend to be exceptionally clueless when 
it comes to explosive devices. Many 
people went sprinting for cover. Others 
followed their training and assumed a 
prone position on the floor. One man 
was injured when he tried to run over a 
baggage carousel.

The artillery projectile was confis-
cated. The family was questioned. Order 
was restored. When it was determined 
that they were exceptionally clueless, the 
family was allowed to board their flight 
home – minus their souvenir. 

I think we need to honor such people 
with an award. At first I thought that 
the Darwin Award would be appropri-
ate, but then I remembered that the 
Darwin Award is almost always awarded 
posthumously because it honors those 

who through their own clueless actions 
improve the gene pool by removing 
themselves from it.

So perhaps we need a new award for 
exceptionally clueless acts with danger-
ous objects. We could name it after 
someone such as Madison Cawthorn, 
the U.S. congressional representative 
from North Carolina. Cawthorn, as 
you may have read, has a problem re-
membering one of the other important 
rules about what you can bring onto air-
planes: guns must be declared to the air-
line, must be unloaded and in a locked 
hard-shell case, and are only allowed in 
checked baggage. Thus far Cawthorn 
has been stopped twice in the recent 
past for attempting to bring an un-
locked loaded 9-mm handgun on board 
a commercial aircraft in his carry-on -- 
once in Asheville and once in Charlotte.

Or perhaps we could name it after 
actor Alec Baldwin, who took the word 
of others and did not personally check 
to see if the gun was loaded and then 
cocked it (but, as he asserts, without 
pulling the trigger) while pointing it at 
a person.

Or perhaps both of them. I kind of 
like the sound of it: the Cawthorn-Bald-
win Award for Exceptional Cluelessness.

CommentaryAmerican Exceptionalism

By Larry 
Floersch
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We recently 
celebrated 
s p r i n g 

and the waning of 
COVID with a Sat-
urday excursion to 
Richmond, a town 
I’d lived in for 14 

years. Bridge Street, Richmond village’s 
main street, was bustling with activity: 
knots of young, athletic-looking people 
in search of their caffeine buzz; couples 
walking dogs; and people doing their 
weekend errands on foot at the library, 
the post office, and the grocery store.

It wasn’t always that way. I’ve been 
reflecting on what it took to transform 
Richmond village from the moribund 
downtown I found when I moved there 
to the lively community center it is 
today: 40-plus years of people-power, 
respect for history, a shared vision, pa-
tience, and above all, persistence.

When I moved to Richmond in 1977, 
its population was a little more than 
3,000 and a number of large dairy farms 
were still in town. It could have become 
another IBM bedroom community; the 
computer giant brought thousands of 
jobs to Chittenden County and, despite 
Act 250, suburban tract housing was 
springing up and spreading in its wake. 
Richmond’s location roughly halfway 
between Burlington and Montpelier, 
with real estate that was still affordable, 
made it attractive for young households 
like ours. But as a living, breathing 
community, it left much to be desired. 

The very assets that gave Richmond 
its identity were endangered: the famous 
Round Church at the end of Bridge 
Street, formerly used for town meet-
ings, closed to public use in 1973 for 
safety reasons; the two landmark Moni-

tor Barns on the north side of Route 2, 
in danger of falling down; and the for-
mer Universalist church on the verge of 
closure and possible demolition. The old 
town school sat almost empty as a new 
school complex was built on the north 
end of town.

In the 1980s, town officials proposed 
building new town offices on the west-
ern strip of Route 2, outside the vil-
lage and close to the Interstate-89 in-
terchange. The post office would have 
moved there too. The village center 
would have been hollowed out.

An energetic mix of 40 or so citi-
zen volunteers, from multigenerational 
residents to newcomers, stepped up to 
oppose what they saw as a formula for 
the demise of the village center, work-
ing on a comprehensive revision to the 
town plan to preserve and re-purpose 
threatened buildings in the heart of the 
village.

Local heroes such as Gary Bressor, 
Dr. Warren Beeken, Lou Borie, and 
Jim Feinson, along with future Envi-
ronmental Board Chair Marcy Harding 
in the lead, drafted a town plan that 
focused on revitalizing and repurposing 
buildings in the village center. In 1987, 
they created the Richmond Land Trust, 
which became and remains a vital re-
source for land conservation and protec-
tion of historic structures.

In the eventual vote on the compet-
ing visions for the town, the downtown 
preservation scenario won. The volun-
teers set to work applying for grants, 
pushing for bond votes, and getting 
permits. The Round Church was saved, 
restored to its former glory as a Vermont 
historic landmark and favorite calendar 
shot.

In 1990, the town voted to approve 

a bond to turn the first floor of the old 
Universalist church into the Richmond 
Free Library. The old school across the 
parking lot became home to the town 
offices, the police department, and the 
Chittenden East School District. The 
post office moved into an addition be-
hind the main building. 

In 2003, the old church’s second floor 
and mezzanine were restored, creating 
a beautiful public meeting space. The 
Vermont Youth Conservation Corps ac-
quired and preserved the Monitor Barns, 
those landmarks along Route 2. Federal, 
state, and nonprofit agencies such as the 
Preservation Trust of Vermont leveraged 
the town’s own investments with grant 
funds.

Those public investments encouraged 
small businesses to make their own com-
mitments to the downtown. The former 
Daily Bread Bakery, with its killer sticky 
buns, was an early pioneer. The old Blue 
Seal Feeds building became a restaurant. 
The lumber yard on the south end of the 
village transformed into the Richmond 

Market & Beverage, and local resident 
Carol Feierabend opened Fire Robin, a 
toy and puppet store.

Over the years, the mix has changed 
and grown to include Hatchet, a farm-
to-table restaurant; Sweet Simone’s 
bakery and café; the Richmond Food 
Shelf and Thrift Store; and The Big 
Spruce Mexican restaurant, where Daily 
Bread once lived. Locals can walk to the 
town offices, the library, the post office, 
and the numerous shops, eateries, and 
churches that constitute the village cen-
ter. There’s even a brew pub, the Stone 
Corral Brewery. And the town’s popula-
tion has grown to more than 4,000.

In an age of big boxes and virtual 
shopping, it’s only going to get harder 
to keep our downtowns thriving. I’m 
grateful for the work of those Rich-
mond volunteers who stepped up and 
dedicated themselves to preserving their 
town’s heart — and to the many folks 
who are doing the same in Montpelier 
and throughout Vermont.

Commentary

By Robbie Harold

The Way I See It  
To Keep a Village, It Takes a Village
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support local business.
Call 802-249-8666 to advertise in the Bridge. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 11
Recent Work by Kasey Loyer: An 
exploration of abstract paintings. 
Axel’s Gallery and Frame Shop, Wa-
terbury. Wednesday through Friday 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturdays 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. from May 11 through June 18, 
2022. Kasey Loyer is influenced by the 
shifting seasons and the way in which 
they transform the landscape of Ver-
mont. 
A Slice of Life, Real Life Storytell-
ing. 7 to 8 p.m. Kellogg-Hubbard Li-
brary. An in-person gathering during 
which participants share a true story re-
lated to one of the themes of the evening. 
Interested storytellers submit their names 
in advance. Names will be drawn at ran-
dom during the event. Approximately 10 
storytellers will have the chance to share 
a five-minute story. Those who wish to 
listen and not tell a story are encouraged 
to attend. The themes for May 11 are 
“Kitchen Calamity,” “Blind Date,” and 
“Sleepless Night.” If you’d like to tell a 
story, please go to kellogghubbard.org/
adult-programs by Monday, May 9 for 
sign-up instructions. 
Free After-school Enrichment 
Workshops. For kids ages 8 through 
13), Wednesday (2:30–5:30), Thursday 

(3:30–5:30) Jaquith Public Library. Out-
door fun with Craig Wilson, M.Ed

THURSDAY, MAY 12
Free After-school Enrichment 
Workshops. For kids ages 8 through 
13, Wednesday (2:30–5:30), Thursday 
(3:30–5:30) Jaquith Public Library. Out-
door fun with Craig Wilson, M.Ed

FRIDAY, MAY 13
DANCE Performance! 7 p.m. Barre 
Opera House. A delightful, impressive, 
and inspiring performance of multiple 
genres of dance. Join the Contemporary 
Dance & Fitness Studio to celebrate its 
48th year. Cost $15 kids/seniors $20 
adults. Masks required. For more infor-
mation, visit cdandfs.com or call (802) 
229-4676. 
The Mad River Chorale Spring Con-
certs: The Persistence of Beauty. 
7:30 p.m. Waterbury Congregational 
Church, Rt. 100. The community cho-
rus, which includes singers from 14 dif-
ferent central Vermont towns ranging 
in age from high school to the ninth 
decade, will be performing the music 
of Verdi, Randall Thompson, Mozart, 
and Handel. For more information and 
advance tickets, visit madriverchorale.net 
or call 802-496-4781. 

SATURDAY, MAY 14
Capital City Farmers Market. 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., 133 State Street, Montpelier. 
Fresh produce, prepared foods, and ar-
tisan crafts in the capital of Vermont. 
For more information go to capitalcity-
farmersmarket.com or email manager@
montpelierfarmersmarket.com 
Mosaic Vermont Gathering, “A Cul-
ture of Consent.” 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
with a solidarity march and survivor 
speakout from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. The 
green at the Vermont College of Fine 
Arts. Join the conversations about what 
a “Culture of Consent’’ might look like. 
More information at bit.ly/CallingIn-
ConsentGathering. 
Friends Annual Plant Swap. 9 a.m. to 
Noon. Outside at the Old Schoolhouse 
Common in Marshfield. Bring plants to 
swap and make sure to label them. No 
invasive plants please.
The Mad River Chorale Spring Con-
certs: The Persistence of Beauty. 
7 p.m. at the Warren United Church, 
Warren Village.
DANCE Performance! 7 p.m. Barre 
Opera House. Contemporary Dance & 
Fitness Studio. See description under 
May 13.

SUNDAY, MAY 15
DANCE Performance! Contempo-
rary Dance & Fitness Studio. 2 p.m. 
Barre Opera House. See description 
under May 13.

TUESDAY, MAY 17
Habitat Restoration Volunteer Day. 
5 to 7 p.m. North Branch Nature Cen-

ter, Montpelier. Help us remove invasive 
plants, care for new trees, and restore 
habitat. Steward the land alongside fel-
low nature lovers of all ages. Please con-
tact us for more information and to sign 
up by calling 802- 229-6206.
CARDBOARD REVOLUTION. With 
Professor Ben t. Matchstick, Cardboard 
Teck Institute. Free after-school Enrich-
ment Workshops for kids ages 8 through 
13, Tuesdays (3:30 to 5:30) Jaquith Pub-
lic Library, Marshfield

WEDNESDAY, MAY 18
CARDBOARD REVOLUTION. With 
Professor Ben t. Matchstick, Cardboard 
Teck Institute. Free after-school Enrich-
ment Workshops for kids ages 8 through 
13, Wednesday (2:30–5:30), Jaquith 
Public Library.
Exhibit: Lakesides, Landscapes, 
and Seascapes. 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Espresso Bueno, Barre. New York pas-
telist Mark Grasso presents the serenity 
and magnificence of the natural world 
in a large body of originals and prints for 
sale on site. Through June 28. For more 
information, call 802-479-0896.
Writing From and About Dreams: 
The Power of Creativity in Dream-
ing. 6:30 p.m. In-person and on Zoom. 
Join Sue Scavo for a reading of her new 
book of poems “Buried [A Place],” and 
a generative workshop at the Kellogg-
Hubbard Library in the Hayes Room. 
After her reading, Sue will explore how 
to work with dreams in our writing, in 
our storytelling, in our own imagination. 
To preregister to participate on Zoom, 
visit kellogghubbard.org/adult-programs

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S
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THURSDAY, MAY 19
CARDBOARD REVOLUTION. With 
Professor Ben t. Matchstick, Cardboard 
Teck Institute. Free after-school Enrich-
ment Workshops for kids ages 8 through 
13, Thursday (3:30–5:30) Jaquith Public 
Library, Marshfield.
Celebrity Storytelling: Ariel Zevon 
reads “The Story of Frog Belly Rat 
Bone.” 10:30 a.m. at the Greensboro 
Free Library in Greensboro. Part of the 
Celebrity Storytellers Series, a statewide 
celebration of children and families. 
Ariel Zeevon is an actor, activist, and 
musician. Sponsored by the Vermont 
Department of Libraries and produced 
by Mary L. Collins for SHINE Commu-
nications. For more information, contact 
Mary L. Collins at (802) 730-0289 or 
email mlcollinscom@gmail.com.

FRIDAY, MAY 20
Celebrity Storytelling: David Zuck-
erman reads “One Horse Farm.” 
10:30 a.m. at the Kellogg-Hubbard Li-
brary in Montpelier. Part of the Celebrity 
Storytellers Series, a statewide celebration 
of children and families. David Zucker-

man is the former Lieutenant Governor 
of Vermont. Sponsored by the Vermont 
Department of Libraries and produced 
by Mary L. Collins for SHINE Commu-
nications. For more information, contact 
Mary L. Collins at (802) 730-0289 or 
email mlcollinscom@gmail.com.

SATURDAY, MAY 21
Capital City Farmers Market. 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., 133 State Street, Montpelier. 
See description under May 14.
Spring Bird Walk at the Stranahan 
Town Forest. 7:30 to 10 a.m. Marsh-
field. (Rain date, May 22). Join natural-
ists Taber Allison and Bradley Materick 
to meet some of the many species of 
birds who are returning to our Vermont 
woods after their long spring migrations. 
We will meet at the Stranahan Town 
Forest parking lot at the beginning of 
Thompson Road (right off of Hollister 
Hill Road). For more information, call 
802-426-3581
Bird Walk. 9 a.m. (Rain date, May 22) 
Join Naturalist Gail Johnson at the New 
Shelter, Hubbard Park, for an easy-going 
bird walk. We will focus on bird IDs, 

bird songs, and behavior. Bring binocu-
lars or you can use mine.
Capital City Concert, “Oh, for the 
Love of Bach.” 7:30 p.m. Bethany 
United Church of Christ, Main Street, 
Montpelier. The performance will in-
clude J.S. Bach’s Brandenburg Concerto 
No. 5 in D major, as well as sonatas and 
arias. Performers include soprano Hyu-
nah Yu; cellist Edward Arron; bassist 
Lou Kosma; pianist Jeewon Park; violin-
ists Theodore Arm and Mary Gibson; 
violist Stefanie Taylor; and flutist Karen 
Kevra. For more information and to pur-
chase live-performance and on-demand 
tickets, go to capitalcityconcerts.org 
Tickets also available at the door on the 
day of the performance while they last.
Montpelier Contra Dance. 8 to 11 
p.m. Capital City Grange, Route 12, 
Berlin. Colin McCaffrey and Dave Lang-
ford play tunes; dances called by Luke 
Donforth. Gender-neutral role terms 
used. Well-fitting masks and COVID 
vaccination required. Pre-register on 
website or bring proof of vaccination. 
$12 adults, $5 kids/low-income, $20 
dance supporters. Details at capitalci-
tygrange.org/dancing/contradancing 
or email cdu.tim@gmail.com.

SUNDAY, MAY 22
Historical Show and Tell. 2 to 4 p.m 
Montpelier Senior Activity Center, 58 
Barre St, Montpelier. The newly revived 
Montpelier Historical Society will be 
starting up with a “show and tell” from 
several local historic families. Members 
will share memorabilia and stories. Free.
Habitat Restoration Volunteer Day. 
10 a.m. to Noon. North Branch Na-
ture Center, Montpelier. See description 
under May 17.
Cameo Baroque with Music of 
Bach. 3 p.m. Christ Church Episcopal, 

Montpelier. Cameo Baroque presents 
arias and sonatas by J.S Bach in the his-
toric sanctuarly of Christ Church: tra-
verso flute, harpsichord, recorders, voice, 
and viola da gamba.
The Ray Vega Latin Jazz Sextet. 4 
p.m. Plainfield Opera House. The sextet 
(Ray Vega, trumpet/flugelhorn; Brian 
McCarthy, saxophones; Scott Dean, per-
cussion; Mike Hartigan, piano; Giovanni 
Rovetto, bass; Caleb Bronz, drums) pres-
ents fiery Latin jazz from a Nuyorican 
perspective and presents original compo-
sitions by Vega, which combine elements 
of jazz, Latin, and funk. $20 suggested 
donation. For more information, go to 
www.plainfieldoperahousevt.org, email 
plainfieldtownhall@gmail.com, or call 
802-498-3173.

MONDAY , MAY 23
Murder in Plain Sight? An Abenaki/
Settler Mystery on the Vermont 
Frontier. 7 p.m. In person and on 
Zoom, Kellogg-Hubbard Library. Call-
ing all genealogists, local historians, and 
amateur detectives! This program will 
examine an unsolved story of murder 
from central Vermont. Local history 
briefly records that in 1790, the origi-
nal American settler to the Montpelier 
area, Jacob Fowler, killed an unnamed 
“Indian” in a dispute over a trapline. 
We will reconstruct the biographies of 
the two participants through historical 
documents, genealogical work, and the 
fiction of local historian D.P. Thomp-
son and explore the bigger questions of 
this formative time in Vermont history. 
Audience participation and expertise is 
encouraged. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 25
A Slice of Life, Real Life Storytell-
ing. 7 p.m. Kellogg-Hubbard Library. 
See description under May 11.

Ray Vega of the the Ray Vega Latin Jazz Sextet, performing at Plainfield 
Opera House on Sunday, May 22. Courtesy photo. 
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JOBS • JOBS • JOBS • JOBS • JOBS • JOBS

Montpelier resident Ken Jones an-
nounced Monday that he will 
seek the Democratic nomina-

tion for one of Montpelier’s two seats in 
the Vermont House of Representatives.

Jones, with more than 30 years of state 
and local government experience, says 
he seeks to help Montpelier and Ver-
mont tackle the challenges presented by 
the pandemic recovery, tensions around 
racism, and climate change.

“The problems Vermont faces will not 
be solved by talking points and political 

posturing,” Jones noted in a press release. 
“The solutions are based on joining to-
gether the skills and experiences of those 
in government with the workers and 
business owners of the state. I will not 
promise a quick fix to any of our com-
plex problems but pledge to work with a 
broad range of Vermonters to build solu-
tions that use all of our strengths.”

Jones listed his array of local, regional, 
and statewide experience, including 
having held positions as chair of the 
Montpelier Planning Commission and 

as a board member of the Montpelier 
Public Schools, the Sustainable Mont-
pelier Coalition, Central Vermont Fiber, 
the Central Vermont Career Center, 
Building Bright Futures, and the Clean 
Energy Development Fund.

Before working in his current position 
at Vermont’s Agency of Commerce and 
Community Development, Jones states 
that he served as a co-founder and ex-
ecutive director of the Green Mountain 
Institute for Environmental Democracy, 
a federally funded nonprofit providing 

support to federal, state, and local en-
vironmental agencies around the world.

Jones and his wife, Janel Johnson, 
have lived in Montpelier since 1998 
where they raised three, now adult, chil-
dren: Annie, Carolyn, and Henry. 

Voting in the Democratic Primary 
will take place by mail and at the Mont-
pelier City Hall polling place on August 
9. Incumbent Democrat Rep. Warren 
Kitzmiller is retiring and incumbent 
Rep. Mary Hooper has not yet an-
nounced her plans. 

Aacred Development Holdings 
LLC and Stonewall Meadows 
Phase II LLC will soon propose a 

new development to the city of Montpe-
lier: The Cottages at Stonewall Meadows, 
to be built off Isabel Circle in Montpelier 
and include up to 36 units. 

The project has not yet been reviewed 
by city officials. Before doing so, Aacred 
Development is inviting the public to 
take a look at the plan and provide feed-
back at a meeting at the end of Isabel 
Circle on Circle on Thursday, May 12 at 
4 p.m.. Managing Director Gabe Lajeu-
nesse said his plan is to consider resident 
input before submitting the plan to the 
city.

“We pulled together developers con-
cerned about our housing crisis and set 
out to create a project that would meet 
the needs of the ‘missing-middle,’ those 
who earn too much to qualify for housing 
subsidies but are priced out of the current 

housing market,” said managing 
director Gabe Lajeunesse. 

“Montpelier hasn’t had a lot of 
building in a long time,” LaJeu-
nesse said in a telephone interview 
last week. “I know a lot of people 
who want to live here in Mont-
pelier. They’re looking for places. 
There’s just nothing. Unless you 
know someone where you can 
work out a private sale, it’s really 
difficult to find something,” he 
added. 

So, he said, Stonewall Meadows 
is designed to meet a need some-
where between affordable housing 
and high-end housing by creating a clus-
ter of “cottages” — small family homes 
situated in a neighborhood-like grouping.

The proposed development would be 
the first to be built under the Montpe-
lier’s cottage cluster development stan-
dards, LaJeunesse wrote in his release 

about the project. Each cottage would 
provide a three-bedroom, two-bath home 
in less than 1,400-square-feet of living 
space. Sixteen additional single family 
home lots are included in the proposal. 

Investors in Stonewall Meadows in-
clude Stu McGowan, a developer in-

strumental in revitalizing Burling-
ton’s Old North End; Barre-based 
real estate developers Thom and 
Karen Lauzon; and New England-
based contractor and developer Jay 

Lajeunesse of River Birch Builders, who 
has been advising on the project, La Jeu-
nesse said.

The initial proposal for the project may 
be seen at aacred.com/cottages. Written 
comments or feedback may be sent to 
gabe@aacred.com. 

Ken Jones to Run for Montpelier State Rep Seat

‘Cottage’ Housing Development Planned near Isabel Circle

By Bridge Staff

By Cassandra Hemenway

Left, concept plan for a 
housing development at 
Stonewall Meadows near 
Isabel Circle in Montpelier. 
The project has not yet 
been proposed to the city. 
Image courtesy Aacred 
Development Holdings.



PAGE 22  •   MAY 11–24, 2022  THE BRIDGE

advertise!

The Comics Pet of the Week: 
Ashe

Ashe is a happy-go-lucky guy who 
loves a good head scratch and to steal 

your attention! Originally a stray from 
Kentucky, he came to us with an abscess 
because his finder’s dogs were not happy 
about Ashe being in their home. Ashe 
seeks a laid back home that is dog free. 
Ashe has a great personality to show you, 
though sometimes other cats with bigger 
personalities bully Ashe, so he will find a 
good hidey hole.

Central Vermont Humane 
Society

1589 Vermont Route 14S
East Montpelier 
802-476-3811 
centralvermonthumane.org

By Dashiell Beaudry

CLASSIFIED AD
First Class Office Space near Capitol at 149 State Street, Montpelier, VT.
Perfect location within a 3-minute walk to Capitol. Beautiful Greek Revival building renovated throughout. Handicap 
accessible, foyer, waiting room and restroom. Includes off-street parking, office cleaning weekly, heat, AC, hot water, snow 
removal, landscaping and full maintenance. Suites and single offices starting at $345.00 per month. Call 508-259-7941.

Win a $120  
Gift Certificate  
to Sarducci’s!

Take The Bridge’s  
Reader Survey:

surveymonkey.com/r/TheBridge2022
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Guertin Shelter Moved into Storage

Fisher Road Closed — Again — for Paving

Arrests Made in Overdose Death at Econo Lodge

People’s Health & Wellness Clinic Receives $5K Grant for 
Dental Equipment

Our next print issue comes out on May 25, 2022. Check out our website and 
join our email list to see the latest stories between now and then. Emails come 
one time per week, featuring our most current stories. Sign up by emailing edi-
tor@montpelierbridge.com.

In case you missed it 
on MontpelierBridge.org
The Bridge posts stories on our website between print issues.  
If you want the latest local news, go to montpelierbridge.org.  
Here’s a sampling of our online news lately.

Advertise in the NEXT ISSUE:

Gardening
In Circulation May 25

All Ad Materials and Ad Space 
Reservations Due Friday, May 20

For more info about deadlines, rates, and  
the design of your ad, contact Rick McMahan:  

802-249-8666 or rick@vtbridge.com


