
Four District 3  
Candidates 
Speak Out

Montpelier’s District 3 has a hot 
and spicy election coming up 
on Town Meeting Day with 

four candidates vying for the two open 
seats on the city council. Below are con-
densed statements the candidates made 
at a recent televised program organized 
by Montpelier Capital Area Neighbor-
hoods. The event can be found on ORCA 
Media at orcamedia.net. Tom McKone 
moderated.

Districts 1 and 2 council seats are 
sought by unopposed incumbents Dona 
Bate who has represented district 1 since 
2014, and Conor Casey who has repre-
sented district 2 since 2018.

In District 3, Dan Richardson held the 
seat until Burlington Mayor Miro Wein-
berger named him to be the attorney for 
the city of Burlington in August 2021. 
Jennifer Morton, a social worker, was 
appointed to the post and now seeks elec-
tion. Also wanting to finish out Richard-
son’s term is Gene Leon, an independent 
contractor and “Jack of all trades.” 

Jay Ericson, who is not running again, 
holds the second district 3 open seat. 
Vying for his seat are Alice Golz, a school 
crossing guard, and Cary Brown, execu- Following recent water main breaks, 

and well into pothole season, 
Montpelier voters will decide how 

much they really want infrastructure 
improvements at the polls on March 1. 
The ballot features four 20-year bond 
votes totaling $27.4 million, most of 
which is slated for upgrades to streets, 

intersections, street lights, wastewater 
plant improvements, and more. 

The only proposed bond not directly 
related to infrastructure is a $2 million 
bond for the purchase of 138-acre prop-
erty slated for recreation and housing. 
(See story on page 8.) 

If passed, the bond votes put the city 

over the limit for debt ratio set in its poli-
cies. And the majority of the debt ($19.6 
million) goes into the water and sewer 
fund, where voters have no say but are 
responsible for the user fees that support 
that budget.

In a telephone interview this week, 
Montpelier Finance Director Kelly Mur-
phy pointed out that the total dollar 
amounts up for vote represent the full 
cost for each project and are based on the 
known information at the time. How-
ever, other funding may be available, 
but not in time for budget season and a 
Town Meeting vote. 

In fact, Murphy said, one grant has 
already come in (for the wastewater treat-
ment plant upgrade), and federal infra-
structure funds are expected as well. 
Grants and federal funds will likely de-
crease the total amount the city needs 
for each project, but the total amount 
coming to the city is not yet clear, nor is 
the timeline for receiving it. 

“We’ve got to put what we know right 
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see Infrastructure, page 5

By Cassandra Hemenway

By Carla Occaso

PR
SR

T S
TD

 
EC

RW
SS

U.
S.

 P
os

tag
e P

AI
D

Mo
nt

pe
lie

r, V
T

Pe
rm

it N
O.

 12
3

Town  
Meeting Day
Feb 23–Mar 8, 2022

School Board 
Candidates / p.6

see District 3, page 7

It is Black History Month again. 
Time to read and watch and listen 
to Black stories, Black music, Black 

movies. Time to celebrate all that Black 
Americans and those from across the 
African Diaspora have contributed to 
our history and our present, as well as 
our future.

This year, the theme for Black History 
Month is Black Health and Wellness.

The purpose is to celebrate all the 

contributions of Black people to not only 
the field of western medicine, but all 
the other ways of knowing (e.g., birth 
workers, doulas, midwives, naturopaths, 
herbalists, etc.) throughout the African 
Diaspora. 

Unfortunately, for me, and many other 
Black Vermonters, our health and well-
ness is not where it should be. We are not 
healthy, we are not well. 

Is it Healthy to be Black Here?
By Natasha Eckart Baning

The Valentine’s Day Phantom strikes again! A little bird told us that over 3,000 paper hearts were delivered 
throughout Montpelier on Valentine’s Day. Photos by Cassandra Hemenway.

Elks Club Bond 
Proposal / p.8

Do Voters Want to Invest in Infrastructure?

Kekla Magoon on  
Social Change / p.12–13

Remembering  
Dennis DeVaux / p.17

see Black Health, page 11
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Hundreds of properties in Mont-
pelier have already been in-
spected as part of the city’s re-

appraisal process, according to assessor 
Steve Twombly. The company conduct-
ing the reappraisal — New England 
Municipal Consultants (NEMC) — 
started inspecting properties near the 
Wrightsville Dam and is working its 
way down the North Branch toward 
downtown, Twombly said. It has also 
inspected properties at the top of Ter-
race Street and is working down that 
street as well.

All NEMC representatives carry iden-
tification and a letter of introduction, 
according to the city website. “On their 
first visit they will measure the exterior 
of your property and take photographs,” 
the assessor’s page states. “If you are not 
available at that time, they will leave 

a notice of the visit with instructions 
for scheduling an appointment for the 
interior inspection . . . Owners who rent 
their property are requested to notify 
the renter(s)/tenant(s) of the inspection 
procedure and grant the renter/tenant 
authority to allow NEMC to inspect 
the interior of the property.”

New England Municipal Consultants 
expects to finish inspecting all 3,000 
properties in the city by the spring 
of 2023, after which a grievance pro-
cess will be conducted for those who 
disagree with their assessments. The 
reappraisal is designed to establish each 
property’s fair market value as of April 
1, 2023. Tax bills sent out in July 2023 
will be based on those values, according 
to Twombly, who expects to retire soon 
but will remain as a city consultant 
through the reappraisal.

Montpelier Property  
Reappraisal Underway

Genge to Head ‘Support and 
Services at Home’ Program

By Phil Dodd Cathedral Square has appointed 
Liz Genge of Montpelier to the 
top leadership post of the state-

wide Support and Services at Home pro-
gram. Genge will oversee 
those teams throughout 
Vermont that provide 
support and coordinate 
personalized care and 
programming for the ap-
proximately 5,000 Medi- 
care recipients enrolled 
in the program.

Genge comes to Sup-
port and Services at 
Home with 20 years’ ex-
perience at Downstreet 
Housing and Commu-
nity Development in 
Barre, where she served 
as director of property management since 
2011. An early champion of Support and 
Services at Home, Genge helped launch 
the program in Washington and Orange 
counties 10 years ago and has overseen 
operations in Downstreet’s housing com-
munities since.

Genge says she felt called to the direc-
tor position after witnessing the benefits 
of the Support and Services at Home 

person-centered approach to health and 
well-being firsthand.

“I was intrigued from the start with 
this innovative way to deliver services to 

individuals right at home 
while also strengthening 
community collabora-
tions with our part-
ners,” she said. “I still 
feel that excitement and 
enthusiasm about SASH 
and am proud to lead 
SASH teams throughout 
Vermont in building on 
the program’s many suc-
cesses.”

Noting that the direc-
tor position is a challeng-
ing role to fill because 
it encompasses so many 

responsibilities, Cathedral Square CEO 
Kim Fitzgerald says that “SASH has re-
ally hit the jackpot with Liz. We are so 
fortunate to have someone of her caliber 
who has been engaged in SASH from 
the beginning and has such a deep pas-
sion for the vision of SASH.” Genge also 
brings a wealth of expertise in property 
and staff management, Fitzgerald said.

Liz Genge. Courtesy 
photo. 

Advertise. 
call rick: 802-249-8666



THE BRIDGE  FEBRUARY 23–MARCH 8, 2022  •   PAGE 3 

Bailey Road to Move, Expand Offerings
Bailey Road, an upscale clothing and accessories boutique located at 44 Main Street, 
is moving. Owner Sarah DeFelice plans to open at the new location on 75 Main 
Street (the former location of No. 9 Boutique) March 19. The move will more than 
double the retail space, from 1,000 square feet to 2,300 square feet, so DeFelice told 
The Bridge she is adding several new categories of items. In addition to clothing, 
accessories and gifts, she will add home decor and furniture such as accent chairs, 
couches, and rugs. She will also have a selection of large scale art — some pieces from 
an art gallery in Atlanta. And to go with the hot new furnishings, DeFelice will sell 
what she is calling “entertainment ware,” such as charcuterie boards and accessories 
and bar items (drink shakers, glassware, bar carts, etc.) “It is going to feel like a Bailey 
Road for your closet and home,” she said. 

And DeFelice is also moving in an interesting fashion direction. She is going to add 
a line of clothing called a “dapper collection,” which has a men’s wear feel but can be 
worn by either men or women. “Not a men’s line exactly … more androgyny,” she said.

Potholes, Water Leaks, and Rough Roads, Oh My!
City officials were questioned and criticized about the water leaks and potholes 
around town during the Feb. 9 city council meeting. Citizen Vicki Lane wanted to 
know about the leak on the Barre-Montpelier Road by Tractor Supply. It had caused 
deep pot holes on both sides of the street. Citizen Stephen Whitaker asked about the 
leak on East State Street. Donna Barlow Casey, director of public works, said staff 
members are out working on multiple leaks and other challenges. “It is an ongoing 
situation,” she said.

Group Revives Historical Society
After a long dormancy, the Montpelier Historical Society is getting rejuvenated. With 
a newly elected chair and board of directors, the group is seeking new members and a 
local site to work on its collection. Founded in 1996, the Montpelier Historical Soci-
ety fizzled out in 2010, but recently, with the help of new chair George Edson, among 
others, it has been reactivated. Learn more at montpeliervthistoricalsociety.org.

Ksherpa Dinner House LLC Announces Opening
Last week, Ksherpa announced via Facebook that their first day of operation would be 
Friday, Feb 18th. The cheerful South Asian restaurant, its walls adorned with colorful 
art and objects representing the Himalayan region, is located at 28 Main Street (for-
mer Bagitos) and owned by chef Kamal Sherpa. The menu features South Asia dishes 
with a focus on Nepal, Tibet, India, and China. Regional curries, dumplings/momo, 
noodle soup (thukpa), roast tandoori chicken, stir-fried chow mein noodles, biryani/
fried rice, and vegetarian curries (some vegan options) are listed. 

—Compiled by Carla Occaso with  
Chris Therrien and Cassandra Hemenway contributing
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The onslaught of small changes: the sun is 
higher and hotter; the remaining snow 

pack, with its precious reserve of water (which, 
gratefully, we did not lose in the last rain) 
degrades from flakes into crystals. Hoards 
of blue jays, which leave the state during 
fall hawk watch, are likely drifting back and 
augmenting our resident pre-mating flocks. 
Today the male pileated woodpecker, right 
on time, has started his spring drumming on 
the large hollow basswood at the edge of the 
woods. His sonorous announcement easily 
reaches the valley below. And more, flocks of northward-bound, winter-clad gold-
finches twitter quietly from the top of the maples, and our one or two tree sparrows 
are joined by a handful more, all Canada bound, eventually, but for now, a slow drift 
north, eating and socializing along the way. 

NATURE WATCH
Artwork and words by Nona Estrin

History Corner

Montpelier’s First Town Meeting

With Town Meeting Day approaching, thoughts turn toward 
the earliest days of this hallowed event. It was once one 

of the biggest social gatherings following the long, cold winter. 
Before the adoption of Australian ballot by many towns — which 
eliminated or decreased the importance of in-person meetings — 
and way before COVID-19 forced meetings to become virtual — 
citizens gathered in homes, barns, schools, town halls, or meeting 
houses to approve the upcoming year’s budget, set the tax rate, and 
elect town officers, among other things. 

Montpelier’s first town meeting was held at the home of Col. 
Jacob Davis, who is considered to be Montpelier’s first white settler 
along with his family, associates, and hired hands. Of course In-
digenous people lived in the area long before, but they had appar-
ently not set up a permanent encampment in the area around the 
time the Davis family arrived in the 1780s. The Montpelier town 
meeting was warned for and held at Col. Davis’s dwelling place 
on March 29, 1791, according to Daniel Thompson’s “History of 
the Town of Montpelier from the time it was chartered in 1781 
to 1860.” By that time Davis, his family, and other workers had 
cleared acres of land, began cultivating crops, and built a grist mill. 
Davis’s home became a de facto inn/hotel/flophouse for travelers as 
well, as Thompson tells it.

During that first meeting, 27 men attended. They raised 50 
pounds to repair roads and bridges and to collect money for Town 
Clerk Ziba Woodworth to buy record books. They also elected a 
moderator, a justice of the peace, a town treasurer, and selectmen. 
Parley Davis was elected constable and collector. Col. Davis was 
elected fence viewer. And, in an odd bit of governance, they also 
put in the record a list of what they call “marks” for livestock own-
ers. What this meant was that they created a list of physical ways to 
identify and distinguish each other’s animals. This included David 
Wing’s mark, a slit on the right ear; Parley Davis’s, a slit on the left 
ear; Ziba Woodworth’s, a hole in the left ear; Daniel Woodworth’s, 
a square crop on the right ear, etc.

During the first meeting at Col. Davis’s house, they voted to 
hold all future meetings at the home of Parley Davis, in a location 
that was then considered the geographic center of Montpelier — 
on what is now called “Center Road” in East Montpelier. Meet-
ings were then held at the Old Meeting House after it was built 
in 1823–26. Montpelier became a village in its own right in 1848, 
breaking off from the rest of town, including the center, which be-
came part of East Montpelier. If you go to the center today, Parley 
Davis’s house is still standing behind a tall hedgerow of evergreens 
largely blocking it from view. 

By Carla Occaso
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Vote Yes on Article 14
To the Editor:
This Town Meeting Day, Montpelier 

has an incredible opportunity that I urge 
voters not to let go. Purchasing the 138 
acres at the former Elk’s Club property 
is an opportunity to invest in housing, 
recreation, community and social space, 
commercial enterprises, and open space 
that will benefit all residents of Mont-
pelier.

Buying this property helps solve many 
of Montpelier’s challenges: providing 
much needed new housing, recreational 
facilities, and a community center with 
childcare. Look around — do you see 
any large parcels of undeveloped land in 
Montpelier for sale beyond this one? No, 
you do not. That is because large parcels 
of undeveloped land in Montpelier are 
very rare, and it is rarer still for these 
parcels to come up for sale.

Because they are rare, there is no ques-
tion that if the city does not purchase 
this property, somebody else will. In that 
case, the city will have no voice in what 
is or is not built. If the city purchases 
the property, residents of Montpelier can 
have a voice in what happens on that 
land. Housing, recreational opportuni-
ties, and childcare have all been identi-

fied by the city as priorities, and this 
parcel of land has the potential to address 
all of them. 

If purchased by the city, this prop-
erty will be an asset to the residents of 
Montpelier for years to come. This is an 
opportunity that should not be missed. 
Please vote yes on Article 14!

Thank you,
Brad Watson, Montpelier

Keep Downtown Alive
To the Editor:
According to Montpelier’s City Coun-

cil, one of their key policy priorities is 
improving “community prosperity.” A 
central piece of that goal has to be the 
health and well being of Montpelier’s 
retail district. Yet the city is now propos-
ing a 9.7% increase in the General Fund 
budget, with a 6.8% increase in the tax 
rate.

Retail businesses on State and Main 
have never been more fragile. Jeff Bezos 
and company delivered a gut punch even 
before the pandemic. With COVID, the 
majority of these businesses have seen 
their customer base, largely state employ-
ees, erode over the last two years. Con-
fronting increased wage costs to bring 
employees back to work, and heating 

costs that are 50% higher than last year, 
the future is daunting.

Whether our retail businesses own or 
rent their stores, they all pay the sub-
stantially higher non-residential tax rate 
(a rate that has been growing faster than 
the residential rate). And there is no in-
come sensitivity and no rebates for their 
taxes.

On top of these budget and tax in-
creases, Montpelier also proposes to 
spend $2 million “to purchase the cur-
rent Elks Club property for future recre-
ation use.” At a time when other commu-
nities are level funding their budgets to 
help businesses struggling to get back on 
their feet, Montpelier’s budget sends the 
wrong message to these businesses that 
are the heart and soul of the city’s stra-
tegic priority — ”improving prosperity.” 
Right now Montpelier would be much 
better off spending money simply to keep 
downtown Montpelier alive. 

Dave Kelley, Greensboro (and former 
long-time Montpelier resident and 

commercial real estate owner)

Cell Tower Defies Town 
Ordinance

It is outrageous that Industrial Wireless 
Technologies, Inc., proposed a 200-foot 
tower on one of Worcester’s beautiful, 
pristine ridgelines. It would be a perma-
nent eyesore for all future generations. 

It would be visible from many distant 
locations, including Hunger Mountain, 
Worcester Mountain, and White Rocks. 
A 200-foot tower on Norton Road would 
immediately alter the scenic views for 
people living on the opposite side of 
town, people in the village and along 
Route 12, and people that view the 
Worcester Range from the Ellis-Bruce 
Trail.  And it is being sited 300 feet from 
a residence.

What irks me and many others is that 
the proposed tower is more than 100 feet 
taller than it needs to be and the com-
pany can legally and totally disregard 
the town ordinance. Worcester’s 1998 
town ordinance clearly states that such 
a tower “shall be not more than 20 feet 
above the average height of the tree line 
measured within 100 feet of the highest 
vertical element of the telecommunica-
tions facility.”  It further states that the 
height should “not cause an undue vi-
sual impact on the scenic character or 
appearance of the area.” The proposed 
Industrial tower violates both of those 
requirements.

In their letter of advance notice, In-
dustrial had the gall to state: “Industrial 
has designed the facility to minimize 
impacts on natural and scenic resources.” 
The truth is that they want a 198.8-foot 
tower, the tallest they can erect, so they 
can maximize its profitability and rent 
spots for “future carrier antennas” to 
other telecommunications companies. 
It’s all about profits and ROI.

It threatens to permanently change and 
disfigure the rural character of our town. 

Any such tower needs to be sited and 
sized more in keeping with our town 
ordinance and town plan. 

Peter Comart, Worcester

See more letters to the editor at 
montpelierbridge.org.

Write to us!
The Bridge welcomes letters to the editor 

of 300 words or fewer. Letters may be edited 
for clarity, accuracy, legal ramifications or 
length at the editor’s discretion. All letters 
must be signed and include the author’s 
legal name and town of residence. Letters 
published do not necessarily reflect the views 
of The Bridge, its staff or its advertisers.  
Because of the volume of submissions, we 
cannot respond to all writers. Please feel free 
to submit your letter via e-mail to editor@
montpelierbridge.com with Opinion in the 
subject line. 

Letters to the Editor

Advertise. 
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now before the voters so we can pro-
ceed,” Murphy said. “We want to be 
shovel ready.”

The city of Montpelier recently up-
dated its website with a “bond FAQ” 
and debt-service overview. It takes a 
while to find it on the website, but here 
is a direct link: montpelier-vt.org/Docu-
mentCenter/View/8109/FY23_Bond_
FAQ2162022. (Murphy apologized for 
how hard it is to find the document, 
adding that the city is planning web-
site improvements to make navigation 
easier).

According to the city’s FAQ about the 
four bonds:

“On March 1, 2022 Voters are being 
asked to authorize borrowing up to the 
amount cited on the ballot for a given 
project. 
• $7,200,000 for the reconstruction of 

East State Street; 
• $1,815,000 for highway, recreation 

park, and building infrastructure im-
provements;  

• $2,000,000 for the purchase of ap-
proximately 138 acres of land for-
merly the Elks Club, at 203 Country 
Club Road; 

• $16,400,000 for sewer systems up-
grade to the Water Resource Recov-
ery Facility on Dog River Road”

Because The Bridge has already ex-
tensively covered the $2 million bond 
for the former Elks Club purchase, this 
article focuses on the other three bonds.

East State Street
According to earlier interviews with 

City Manager Bill Fraser, the East State 
Street overhaul includes complete re-
construction from the corner of State 

and Main to College Street. This will 
include new water and sewer lines in-
stalled underground; a rebuild of the 
surface; and correction of an ongoing 
sewer overflow problem.

Four million dollars of this project 
comes from the general fund, paid for in 
large part via property taxes. The other 
$3.2 million will be paid for through the 
sewer fund, from user fees.

Smaller Infrastructure Projects
The $1.815 million bond encompasses 

as array of smaller infrastructure proj-
ects, including $600,000 for Conflu-
ence Park, which matches private funds 
and grants; $550,000 for phase 1 of the 
Main Street Corridor Plan; $250,000 for 
street lighting upgrades and to convert 
the lighting downtown to LED lighting; 
$250,000 for a pellet heating system at 
the Department of Public Works, replac-
ing the oil-fueled system; and $165,000 
for Marvin Street slope failure.

Wastewater Treatment Upgrades 
and User Fees

In the second of two bonded projects 
(the first, Phase 1, for $16.7 million was 
passed by voters in 2018), the Phase II 
$16.4 million bond for wastewater treat-
ment plant upgrades has already received 
one grant and may be eligible for more 
infrastructure funding, Murphy said. 
Additionally, this project may generate 
revenue by reducing biosolids sent to the 
landfill and potentially creating a dried 
biosolids product for market (although 
the product likely will contain PFAS, 
see story on page 9); it also is projected 
to save money on trucking and overhead 
costs. The debt service for this bond 
does not appear in the general fund but 
does show up in the city’s sewer fund. 

A total of $19.6 million of the bonds 
come from the city sewer fund. Unlike 

the general fund, which requires voter 
approval and directly impacts property 
tax rates, the water and sewer fund does 
not go to public vote. It directly impacts 
residents and businesses through user 
fees, however. The water and sewer fund 
budgets go to the city council for ap-
proval in the spring, after town meeting.

The upshot: any increase in water and 
sewer user fees associated with the bonds 
will not be determined or clear to voters 
until this spring, but voters will not have 
a say in that budget, other than voting 
up or down on the bonds. However, 
Fraser said the Phase 1 bonded upgrades 
did not increase user fees. 

What Does This Mean for Debt?
If voters approve the proposed bonds, 

the city will exceed the threshold for 
debt set by  its own policy. According 
to the bond FAQ and confirmed by 
Murphy, Montpelier’s policy on debt 
ratios are: 

“Total direct debt service (principal 
and interest) for Government Activities 
(General Fund and other Governmental 
Activities) of the City will not exceed 
8.2% of the total budgeted revenues for 
Governmental Activities. Debt service 
for the total of all city budgets will not 
exceed 15% of the total budgeted rev-
enues for Governmental Activities.”

However, the four bonds would move 
the general fund from a debt ratio of 
5.4% in FY22 to 8.27% in FY24, 0.27% 
over the limit set in policy. It also moves 
the total city-wide debt percentage from 
12.84% currently to 17.87% in FY24, 
well over the 15% threshold in the policy.

“Our policy on debt service limits is a 
best practice, but well below state lim-
its,” Murphy said. Regarding the debt 
exceeding limits set by policy, Murphy 
said,  “From a city-wide scenario this is a 
worst case scenario … It doesn’t include 
grants or federal funds or revenue gener-
ated.”

The city already has $51,232,581 in 
debt, according to the debt-service work-
sheet also available on the city web-
site. The four proposed bonds will in-
crease the city’s total debt by 53.5%, to 
$78,647,581. 

Current payments on existing debt 
(in the FY22 budget) come to $865,103. 
That number increases to $1,012,449 in 
the FY23 budget (the one up for vote on 
March 1). Debt service goes up to $1.5 
million in FY24. 

The debt-service worksheet accounts 
for retiring debts, but very few of those 
show up in the next four years (the 
worksheet projects only as far as FY26).

To see the city budget up for vote on 
Town Meeting Day (March 1), the bond 
FAQ, and the debt-service worksheet, 
go to montpelier-vt.org/179/Annual-
Budget.

Despite the increased debt, Murphy 
said “We’re trying to get these projects 
forward because they’re the big ones … 
because they may be eligible for some 
of the federal funding, we have to have 
them on the ballot.”

“It’s expensive,” she added, “but I think 
if we invest, it’ll go a long way.” 

To see a sample ballot go to the city of 
Montpelier voter guide at montpelier-vt.
org/922/City-Voter-Guide.

Infrastructure
continued from page 1
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Three people are vying for one seat 
on the Montpelier Roxbury Public 
School Board: William Alexander 

and Seiji E. Ohashi are both running 
against incumbent Emma Bay-Hansen. 
Voters will make a decision on March 1, 
2022, Vermont’s Town Meeting Day. 

William Alexander, an award-win-
ning children’s book author, serves on the 
faculty of the Vermont College of Fine 
Arts MFA program in writing for chil-
dren and young adults. He writes fantasy, 
science fiction, and “other unrealisms” for 
young readers.

Seiji Ohashi currently serves on the 
Montpelier High School principal search 
committee, and also participated in the 
Interim Principal Selection Committee 
for Union Elementary School. He has 
two young children, one in first grade, 
and one not yet in school. He works for 
the Vermont Agency of Digital Services, 
focusing on the Department of Public 
Safety.

Emma Bay-Hansen attended all 
three Montpelier schools and has two 
children attending district schools now. 
She has served on the Montpelier Rox-
bury School Board for the past two years. 
With a master’s degree in education, and 
as a former high-school social studies 
teacher, Bay-Hanson currently works as 
the finance director for the nonprofit Ver-
mont Higher Education Collaborative. 

The Bridge reached out to interview all 
three candidates, asking the same ques-
tions of each. Here are their answers:

 
Why are you running for School 
Board?

WA: As a parent in the district and an 
author of books for kids, I care a great 
deal about the wellbeing of our schools. I 
also served on the Safety and Police Rela-
tions Committee for the School Board in 
2020 and 2021, so I know first-hand how 
important this kind of work and engage-
ment can be. 

SO: After being involved in the Prin-
cipal Search for UES, I wanted to get 
more involved with the district. I find 
working with the district rewarding and 
think the school board would be a good 
opportunity to be more involved with the 
community. I also want to ensure that 
the school board remains apolitical and 
focuses on supporting the students, staff, 
and administration.

EBH: I have really enjoyed serving my 
community in this capacity for the past 
two years. I think my background as a 
teacher, parent, Montpelier native, and 
MHS alumna has been beneficial to my 
work on the board. I am poised to be a 
very productive member of the board for 
these next few years. I look forward to 
making a lot of progress in the work we 
have started on policy, communications, 
and visioning.

 
What is your number one priority 
issue that you believe you can 
address in the role of school board 
member for MRPS?

 WA: I want to ensure that school librar-
ies and librarians have what they need to 
combat censorship and provide the kinds 
of sanctuary and horizon-expanding pos-
sibilities that libraries have always offered.

I was a judge for the National Book 
Award in Young People’s Literature in 
2016, along with Katherine Paterson, and 
we chose “MARCH” by John Lewis as 
the winner. It was the first comic to ever 
win that award. In his acceptance speech, 
Congressman Lewis talked about how 
much he loved libraries and how he was 
denied a library card as a kid. He’s in 
every library now — or at least he should 
be.

SO: It’s really difficult to say that there 
is one priority issue, as we are living in 
unprecedented times with multiple ur-
gent issues. Having said that, burnout is 
one priority issue that I feel is especially 
important. This is readily apparent to see 
via job openings, but it is a problem for 
the students and administration as well.

EBH: My personal priority issue is ac-
cessibility of our board. It is important 
that our work is reflective of our commu-
nity’s values and makes space to amplify 
voices that are not typically heard. I have 
been engaged in improving the board’s 
outreach efforts, which has increased par-
ticipation of underrepresented groups in 
our community. We also just started a 
visioning process that will thoroughly col-
lect stakeholder feedback to help define a 
cohesive vision for our district. 

 
What is the school board's role 
in supporting students, staff, 
and administration through the 
ongoing COVID pandemic?

WA: The safety of students, teachers, 
and school staff is everyone’s first prior-
ity. We need to limit ongoing disruptions 
while simultaneously exploring new pos-
sibilities and resources brought about by 
those same disruptions. We can foster 
better systems than those we inherited. 

SO: Listen to students, staff, admin-
istration, and parents. Pejorative-free ac-
knowledgement of their concerns. Re-
spond with pragmatic solutions that are 
data driven and appropriate for our com-
munity.

EBH: Traditional “roles” have been 
tossed aside these past two years. Our 
superintendent mows lawns, our business 
manager serves lunches, our teachers work 
overtime with lunch and recess duty, and 
our curriculum director serves as interim 
principal. My colleagues on the board 
have spent nights cleaning classrooms. I 
spend every Monday helping our nurses 
conduct district-wide COVID testing. 

Our role is to listen — and be ready to 
respond and adapt quickly when needs 
arise.

 
How will you responsibly contain 
the budget while addressing 
MRPS needs?

WA: I have a great deal of experience 
with administrative decisions that weigh 
ideal goals against practical constraints. 
At Vermont College I spent three years 
as the faculty chair of the Writing for 
Children and Young Adults program 
and four years on the college-wide Diver-
sity, Equity and Inclusion Committee. I 
have also worked with We Need Diverse 
Books in their mentorship program, and 
have taught creative writing workshops 
for students of all ages. I can help ensure 
that students, teachers, and staff have 
access to the support they need.

SO: Any budget is a balancing act of 
providing the most value while triaging 
the requests. As a member of the board, 
I will advocate for a budget that results 
in the best educational environment for 
the students and be as transparent to the 
taxpayers as possible.

EBH: We have an incredible team 
who have developed a very well orga-
nized and thoughtful budget process. 
There are many voices included in de-
ciding the budget. By the time our tal-
ented business manager presents a rough 
draft of the budget to the board, it only 
needs very minor tweaking. I think we 
have a responsible process that provides 
opportunity for everyone to have a voice 
in how to ensure our children have great 
schools.

Three Vie for One MRPS School Board Seat
By Cassandra Hemenway

Town Meeting

From left, William Alexander, Seiji Ohashi, and Emma Bay-Hansen. Alexander photo by Alice Dodge; others 
are courtesy photos.
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tive director of the Vermont Commission 
on Women.

District 3 includes the area from Dog 
River Road over to the roundabout at the 
Barre-Montpelier Road, some of Berlin, 
Hill and Northfield streets, and points in 
town including Barre Street, and parts of 
Loomis, School, and State streets. 

During the televised discussion, Mc-
Kone introduced the event and explained 
that each candidate had two minutes to re-
spond to prepared questions. Due to time 
and space constraints, The Bridge covered 
the first five questions of the evening. 

Cary Brown, a 26-year Montpelier 
resident and the spouse of Montpelier City 
Clerk John Odum, started the opening 
remarks. 

“I am really passionate in my belief that 
democratic government is an ideal way for 
a community to express its values and to 
make sure everybody in the community 
has their needs met,” she said, adding 
that Monteplier should “use our resources 
to address the values of the community.” 
However, Brown met a concern head-on 
that if she wins the seat, it will cause a con-
flict of interest since she is married to the 
city clerk. Brown vowed to recuse herself 
when discussing his portion of the budget 
to address this.

Alice Golz said she has lived in district 
3 for 12 years and wants to represent the 
people who are unrepresented on the coun-
cil. “I want to speak to the people about 
their concerns and what they believe are 
unmet needs … and bring their concerns 
and needs to the table,” Golz said. 

Gene Leon, an organizer with Capital 
Area Neighborhoods, said he has been 
a Berlin Street resident for six years, but 
has lived in the area for eight to 10 years. 
He has two children who go to school in 
another district. He volunteers at the Cen-
tral Vermont Solid Waste Management 
District. 

“I am really passionate about where I 
live and the concerns of the community,” 
he said, adding later, “like any relation-
ship, you have to commit, dedicate, care, 
and love — most importantly … and I am 
prepared to do so.”

Jennifer Morton introduced herself in 
her tribal language, and said she wants 
to use her voice for a positive impact for 
herself, her family, the indigenous com-
munity, the BIPOC community, and her 
neighbors. She said she is not a home-
owner, and one of her biggest concerns is 
homeownership for families earning under 
$40,000 per year, especially families and 
single mothers. Morton is a social worker 
who has lived here for 14 years. She has 
worked with the Washington County 
Youth Service Bureau, the Family Center 
of Washington County, and the Barre 
Community Justice Center, as well as the 
Vermont Commission on Native American 
Affairs.

McKone then launched into his ques-
tions:

How would you go about 
understanding what district 
residents are most concerned 
about?

Brown responded she would use the in-
ternet, such as Front Porch Forum, social 
media, and Zoom. She would also like to 
arrange in-person gatherings. Addition-
ally, she would reach out to those who 
are involved with Another Way and with 
school students.

Golz said, “I would speak to them and 
arrange a time when I would be able to 
meet with them. I speak with a lot of 
people as a school crossing guard, so I get 
to know some of their feedback and what 
they think. I would be willing to speak 
to the people and represent them as best 
as I can.”

Characterizing current public com-
munication as “a disaster,” Leon said he 
would implement a survey system, pub-
licize his email address and publish a 
monthly newsletter.

Morton said she would go around to 
neighbors in person and spend time with 
them. She would have talks with them 
where they live, such as in her apartment 
complex. “I welcome conversation from 
my neighbors and I really want to know 
what is important to them.”

What would you want the city 
council to do about homelessness, 
housing insecurity, and access to 
affordable housing? Please share 
an example of a model housing 
development that would have your 
support.

Brown responded that she loved the 
idea of a concentrated hub of resources 
in one place. She listed a few ideas where 
such a place could exist, such as the old 
Barre Street Rec Center. She also pointed 
out it is important to find out the reasons 
for each person’s adverse circumstances, 
since everyone is different. “We need more 
housing — and housing people can afford 
to pay for.”

Golz said she would like the council to 
“problem solve” to address this matter. 
There are many different options, such as 
public options, mixed housing, and a tiny 
house village, for example.

Leon said homelessness has to be tack-
led one person at a time, and that action 
is needed. “We treat homeless animals 
better than we treat people,” he said. “So-
lutions could include palette housing or 
tiny homes, but meanwhile people need a 
shower, a place to charge their phone, and 
a physical address to put their belongings 
… not to mention a place to go to the 
bathroom.”

Morton said the city needs a one-stop 
place where people can get all their needs 
met. She agreed it could take place at the 
old Rec Center on Barre Street.

What is your view on Montpelier’s 
increasing property taxes?

“Well, obviously, Montpelier’s taxes are 
really high,” said Brown. “They are so high 
and no one is going to argue with anyone 
on that … There are a lot of complex rea-

sons for that. Part of it is we are supporting 
infrastructure and a city that serves a lot 
more than just the 7,800 who actually live 
here.” As for her ideas for addressing this? 
Brown said the council should be cautious 
about raising local taxes and they should 
also analyze what the community needs 
and where the money is coming from 
rather than the other way around.

Golz said Montpelier City Council 
should look at other communities to see 
how they are dealing with their taxes. “I 
think Montpelier’s property taxes are the 
highest in the whole state of Vermont,” 
she added.

“The one word to answer that ques-
tion is ‘outrageous,’” Leon said. Problems 
include a decaying infrastructure, roads, 
housing, and maintaining government de-
partments. He said the city council needs 
to look at budgets with a creative eye 
toward lowering taxes rather than simply 
approving them.

As someone who doesn’t own a home, 
Morton said she is just learning about 
property taxes. People tell her they are ex-
tremely high in Montpelier — to the point 
where people cannot afford to live here. 
This makes her sad because some people 
who have lived here all their lives, such as 
the elderly, can’t afford their mortgages. 
She wants to learn more about property 
taxes and what the money goes for.

What would you want the city 
council to do to improve the 
quality of life in your district?

Brown said she feels like the quality of 
life is pretty great in many ways. “St. Paul 
Street is the weird little thumb of district 
3,” she said, but over in the Berlin Street 
area traffic is a problem. Traffic backing 
up at National Life is also a problem. 
Some parts of district 3 have challenges 
with walkability, which she would like 
to fix.

Golz said the council needs to listen 
to people and find out what they need, 
as well as to come up with ideas on how 
to solve traffic problems and improve the 
process for cleaning up snow.

Leon said his neighbors are mostly con-
cerned with speeding on Berlin Street. He 
went door to door to make sure people 
knew when public hearings were being 

held on the matter. People showed up 
with data, and as a result, they lowered the 
speed limit, he said. Leon also mentioned 
a need for restructuring the districts.

Morton said her biggest concern is over 
the roads in Montpelier. She has gotten 
several flat tires due to the potholes. Also a 
problem is traffic when schools are getting 
out. “The traffic issues are growing.” Also, 
walkability is a concern, but she and her 
kids love the new walking paths that have 
recently been implemented.

If the bond issue for purchasing 
the Elks Club property passes, 
what types of uses would you 
envision for it, and what type 
of process would you use for 
developing that vision? What 
should people do for recreation if 
it doesn’t pass?

“I am a big supporter of this,” Brown 
said. “I hope it does pass. It would be nice 
for Montpelier to have some control over 
a big piece of land.” She also pointed to 
an example of her hometown in Massa-
chusetts where the town bought land and 
built an affordable housing development. 
If the city owns the property, they can bet-
ter control what gets developed, she said. 

Golz said she would like to see clean 
affordable housing, including for people 
who are unhoused. She also suggested 
using the Barre Street Rec Center for 
housing the unhoused. People who are 
unhoused or of low income do not have 
places to go for recreation.

Leon said the city council should be 
clear about explaining what the bond is 
with details and potentials. “I am mixed 
on this topic,” he said. He acknowledged 
the city needs affordable housing, and that 
the Barre Street Rec Center is outdated, 
but, he wondered, would it cost more to 
renovate the Barre Street facility or build 
a new building?

Morton said she hopes the property is 
used for housing. ”I know everybody has 
their own thoughts, but housing is an 
issue here. It is going to continue to be an 
issue,” she said. If it doesn’t pass, Morton 
said the city needs to either improve the 
existing rec center or have another one for 
the children to go to. The current one isn’t 
safe or accessible.

Tom McKone, top left, moderated a district 3 candidate forum earlier 
this month. Top center, Jennifer Morton; top right, Alice Golz; bottom left 
Cary Brown; bottom right, Gene Leon. Screenshot by Carla Occaso. 

District 3
continued from page 1
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As Montpelier residents have con-
tinued to debate a $2 million bond 
vote that would permit the city to 

buy the 138-acre former Elks Club prop-
erty, many of the arguments in favor of 
the plan have focused as much or more on 
the need for new housing as on the need 
for a location to build a new recreation 
center, the original idea behind the pos-
sible purchase. 

The evolution of the debate mirrors a 
change in thinking among city officials 
that at first centered on the property as 
the possible site for a new recreation cen-
ter that would include a basketball court, 
daycare, art and activity rooms and maybe 
more, but that now sees the purchase as a 
way to also eventually build an entirely 
new mixed-income neighborhood that 
would have easy access to trails and rec-
reation facilities, according to Montpelier 
City Manager Bill Fraser.

“In our early conversations, we thought 
this was a good place for a recreation 
center, but as we got thinking about it, 
it became clear that if we purchased the 
entire property and did not operate it as a 
golf course, there would be room for hous-
ing as well as a rec center and open space,” 
Fraser said. New housing is a top priority 
for the city council, he noted.

The possibility of new city-sponsored 
housing development comes at a time 
when real estate inventory and apartment 
rentals are very tight, but also at a time 
when a relatively large number of housing 
projects are being proposed in Montpelier.

Fraser said the city has reached an agree-
ment in principle with the owners of the 
former Elks Club property to purchase the 

138-acre property if a March 1 bond vote 
is successful, although he noted that noth-
ing is signed yet and the deal also depends 
on an appraisal that is still in progress.

Fraser has acknowledged the ultimate 
price is likely to be in the $2.5 to $3 mil-
lion range, if the deal goes through, but 
he says the city has funds set aside for a 
new recreation center that could make 
up the gap above the $2 million bond 
amount. The current recreation building 
on Barre Street is in bad shape and would 
cost $6 million or more to rehabilitate, 
according to Fraser, so he said the city 
has been looking at potential locations 
for new construction and concluded this 
is the best option. The cost of building 
a new rec center is unknown, but could 
possibly be $6 million or more, depending 
on amenities.

The Elks Club, which operated a golf 
course on the property for many years, 
sold the property to Citi Properties, LLC 
on May 25, 2016 for $1.2 million, which 
means the owners could more than dou-
ble their money in six years if this deal 
goes through. Fraser has been negotiating 
with Steve Ribolini, who is a member of 
and a registered agent for Citi Properties. 
Ribolini is also involved with Blueberry 
Associates, LLC, which owns 7.5 acres 
of land adjacent to and west of the Elks 
Club parcel.

The Elks property, which includes a 
large one-story building, is currently as-
sessed by the city for $1.55 million. Aver-
age assessments in Montpelier are cur-
rently set at 81% of fair market value, 
according to state calculations, but those 
calculations are somewhat dated. All 

Montpelier properties will be reassessed 
to fair market value in 2023.

The proposed bond and purchase — 
Article 14 on the ballot — have generated 
more discussion on Front Porch Forum 
and elsewhere than any other item on this 
year’s city ballot. Proponents argue the 
city badly needs new housing as well as 
a new recreation center, and that the city 
should move now to secure the property 
while it is available to purchase. Fraser 
said Ribolini told him at one point that 
he planned to put the property on the 
market, although it has not yet been listed 
for sale.

Opponents have a wide variety of com-
plaints about the bond that they have 
described in many posts on Front Porch 
Forum: that the city should have more 
defined plans for the property before buy-
ing; that the public has not been ad-
equately informed or consulted about the 
project; that the recreation center and 
housing would be too far from downtown 
and generate significant additional car 
traffic; that the cost of buying and build-
ing on top of other bonds and a proposed 
6.8% municipal tax increase is more than 
those on fixed incomes can afford; that 
the city has a poor record of managing 
large projects like this; and that the city 
has more pressing infrastructure needs 
and may need to build new schools in the 
future.

Fraser, who has attempted to rebut 
many of those arguments on Front Porch 
Forum, says reasonable people can dis-
agree about the wisdom of the purchase. 
But he maintains that buying the land is 
a rare opportunity in a city where there 

are few large parcels left, and that the 
purchase would allow the city to control 
the type of development that occurs on 
the property.

“Current economics of housing devel-
opment only support the construction 
of very expensive homes or subsidized 
affordable housing,” Fraser wrote in one 
of his postings, “City ownership can help 
change that equation.”

Fraser expressed hope that the city could 
encourage construction of a mix of afford-
able and market-rate housing, including 
some moderate-income housing, although 
developers have found that building mod-
erate-income housing is quite challenging 
because of high construction costs. Fraser 
suggested the city could help developers 
by building roads and other infrastructure 
to serve any housing on the property.

Real estate prices — and rents — have 
risen steadily in Montpelier in recent 
years, as they have nationally. According 
to the Montpelier appraiser’s report for 
the new city annual report, “the average 
residential sale price has risen over 16% 
in the past 3 years.” The average sale 
price of $326,797 in 2021 was up 2.6% 
from $318,595 in 2020, the report states, 
with the highest sale price in 2021 being 
$645,000. 

Realtors say the biggest issue in the 
current real estate market is a shortage of 
houses for sale. Out-of-staters have been 
flocking to Vermont since the pandemic 
started, some to avoid urban COVID 
outbreaks, some because they can now 
work remotely, and some who say they 
are climate refugees. They are compet-
ing against local millennials trying to 
buy their first home and retirees seeking 
to relocate from the country, creating a 
surplus of buyers in Montpelier even as 
many potential sellers have been reluctant 
to put their homes on the market and 
move during the COVID era, preferring 
to sit tight.

The housing crunch has prompted sev-
eral new housing projects to be proposed. 
Montpelier zoning changes headed to the 
city council in late March could allow for 
construction of a 3-story, 50- to 60-unit 
affordable housing project on the east 
side of Northfield Street that has been 
proposed by Central Vermont Habitat for 
Humanity, and also for possible construc-
tion of 22 apartment units in four build-
ings on Heaton Street to serve families of 
Washington County Mental Health Ser-
vices clients. Also, controversial Burling-
ton landlord Rick Bove has been talking 
with city zoning administrator Meredith 
Crandall about constructing a 4-story, 
42-unit market-rate apartment building 
on Northfield Street at the site of the old 
Brown Derby Restaurant.

Story continues on montpelierbridge.
org.

By Phil Dodd

Elks Club Bond Supporters Cite Housing 
Needs; Opponents Have Varied Objections To Purchase

Town Meeting
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Proposed Law Expands Responsibility for 
PFAS Contamination

As Town Meeting Day ap-
proaches, Montpelier voters will 
consider a $16.4 million bond 

for wastewater treatment plant upgrades 
that likely will leave the city with new 
PFAS-laced material to discard. Mean-
while, state legislators are deliberating 
a law expanding Vermonters’ ability to 
sue chemical manufacturers that pollute 
the land and harm residents.

The new law, S.113, has two parts. 
The first part expands what Vermonters 
can sue for following exposure to toxic 
chemicals, explained Jon Groveman, 
policy and water program director of the 
Vermont Natural Resources Council. 
Although Vermonters can sue chemi-
cal manufacturers over illness from ex-
posure to toxic substances, Groveman 
said, they cannot sue to cover medical 
monitoring needed after exposure, but 
before becoming ill. S.113 would allow 
Vermonters to sue for these costs, too.

The second part of S.113, Groveman 
said, allows the state of Vermont to sue 
chemical manufacturers for funds to 
clean up pollutants. This includes costs 
to “retrofit wastewater treatment facili-
ties and water supplies, [and] clean up 
rivers and streams and groundwater that 
gets contaminated with the chemical,” 
he noted. “PFAS is the biggest example. 
It’s in all of our wastewater treatment 
plants, it’s in all of our public water 
supplies where we tested on some level, 
sometimes at very high levels, and so 
it costs a lot of money to basically put 
in treatment systems to deal with the 
chemicals that are going through those 
public facilities.” In Vermont, Grove-
man added, no single manufacturer is 
discharging these pollutants. Instead, 
“it’s coming from all the products that 
we use that get into the waste stream.” 

Senate bill 113, already twice-vetoed, 
recently unanimously passed the senate 
and went to the house judiciary com-
mittee, said Lauren Hierl, a member of 
the Montpelier City Council and ex-
ecutive director of Vermont Conserva-
tion Voters. The latest version addresses 
the governor’s concerns. She noted in 
a recent lawsuit in Bennington, site 
of an infamous PFAS contamination, 
plaintiffs requested medical monitoring 
costs, prompting the judge to list criteria 

for determining the eligi-
bility of such costs. Stake-
holders thus glimpsed how 
a Vermont judge would 
view the issue, settling 
some concerns.

“I think we have a real 
responsibility in Montpe-
lier to protect people,” said 
Hierl, “and I’m excited 
that laws like S.113 are 
moving forward to give 
Vermonters who might 
be impacted by a toxic 
chemical more tools to be 
made whole to the extent 
you can, once you’ve been 
harmed by exposure to a 
toxic chemical, so I hope 
that that bill keeps mov-
ing through the process 
and becomes law finally.”

Senate bill 113 is timely 
as Vermonters anticipate 
handling environmental pollutants, 
particularly PFAS, in coming years. 
Per- and polyfluororalkyl substances, a 
class of chemicals with uses from food 
containers to industrial processes to fire-
fighting foam, are known as “forever 
chemicals” because of their resistance 
to breaking down in the environment. 
Exposure to PFAS is linked to numerous 
health problems, including high choles-
terol, ulcerative colitis, thyroid disease, 
and testicular and kidney cancer, per 
the C8 Science Panel, which performed 
studies on a community exposed to 
PFOA, a class of PFAS typically used in 
industry.

As Montpelier voters consider an 
upgrade to the city’s wastewater treat-
ment facility, including a dryer that 
will yield granules known as class-A 
biosolids, PFAS worry some residents. 
(To see the full story about the upgrade, 
go to montpelierbridge.org/2022/01/16-
4-million-wastewater-plant-upgrade-
proposed-for-bond-vote.)

Biosolids are rich nutrient sources, 

per the EPA. They’re also rich in PFAS. 
Said Anna Robuck, Ph.D., a research 
fellow at the Icahn School of Medicine 
at Mount Sinai, biosolids are “typically 
a very concentrated matrix just full of 
PFAS.” 

Kurt Motyka, deputy director and 
engineer with Montpelier Public Works, 
said initially a city-hired contractor 
would handle Montpelier’s biosolids. 
“There’s a few potential uses for the 
class-A material,” Motyka said. “One 
is topsoil, one is remediation in aban-
doned mines, [or], potentially land ap-
plication.” Topsoil here refers to restor-
ing lawns in construction projects, while 
land application entails spreading bio-
solids on agricultural fields producing 
livestock feed crops.

But, said Hierl, “I would be very con-
cerned if Montpelier biosolids are being 
sent for any kind of land application.”

Hierl recalled a recent story on Maine 
Public Radio featuring an organic farm-
ing family who suspended produce sales 

after learning their land 
and water were contami-
nated by decades-prior 
land application of PFAS-
laced sludge. 

Robuck noted simi-
lar concerns. “Where the 
biosolids are applied, you 
measure PFAS in biosolids, 
they’re very high. Those 
same biosolids without 
any treatment are applied 
to land; lo and behold, 
that land and subsequent 
crops or produce from it 
now has a PFAS problem.”

Motyka previously noted  
that no EPA-sanctioned 
method for measuring 
PFAS in biosolids exists. 
But, said Robuck, that 
doesn’t mean these levels 
are unknowable. 

“I’ve measured them,” 
she said. “It’s quite doable.”

Robuck pointed out PFAS pres-
ent challenges for municipal facilities. 
“Wastewater treatment plants are be-
tween such a rock and a hard place. 
The regulation hasn’t caught up to help 
them, and yet they’re kind of like this 
endpoint for these massive loads of 
PFAS.” 

Robuck said remediation might be the 
best use for the biosolids. “Something 
that’s already contaminated, [where] 
people already aren’t drinking the water 
below it — that’s probably the best place 
for it to go.”

Hierl, too, noted that end-use matters, 
and land application might be different 
from remediation. She said, “I don't 
think just giving [the PFAS-containing 
biosolids] to a third party and then 
washing our hands of it is absolving 
us of the responsibility to know the 
end-use, and be handling it responsibly 
to minimize contamination of someone 
else's environment.”

By Lauren Milideo

Montpelier voters will consider a $16.4 million bond to 
upgrade the city’s Water Resource Recovery Facility 
just as a proposed Vermont law may address the kind of 
PFAS contamination that can occur from a product of the 
prospective plant upgrade. Photo by Lauren Milideo. 
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If you remember when hula hoops 
hit the toy market and still know all 
the words to theme for the TV show 

“Davy Crockett,” you probably learned 
to read from a set of books published by 
the Scott Foresman Company about an 
iconic pair named Dick and Jane. The 
texts were the predominant readers in 
public schools from the 1940s through 
the 1960s. Because the books formed 
the basis of a reading program, they, 
and texts like them, came to be known 
as basal readers. 

Unlike the old McGuffey readers, the 
books were designed to feature char-
acters and situations with which chil-
dren could identify. But the series came 
under fire almost from the beginning. 
The program didn’t officially teach pho-
nics but word memorization, and the 
stories were often considered “dull and 
insipid.” 

Over time, it also became obvious 
that many children would not identify 
with the idyllic lives depicted in the sto-
ries. The families living in three deckers 
in Boston and housing projects in Chi-
cago didn’t inhabit the bland world of 
these readers. Neither did the children 
of sharecroppers in Mississippi, or many 
children of color, although in the 1960s, 
the publishers did add a Black family to 
the neighborhood. 

What about the children of rural Ver-
mont? What did they think about the 
suburban lives of Dick and Jane? Natalie 
Kinsey Warnock, a writer who grew up 
in the Northeast Kingdom, didn’t find 
the books especially appealing. During 
recess, she would explore the classroom 
library looking for other books. “I was 
hungry for something else to read, for 

the opportunities I had at home to read 
histories, anthologies, and biographies.” 

She knew the school texts were one 
way to become a reader, but the setting 
wasn’t a familiar one. Her own home had 
electricity only on the first floor, and her 
mother would sit on the stairway at night 
reading to Kinsey Warnock and her sib-
lings by flashlight. In the Dick and Jane 
series she saw pictures of sidewalks and 
street lights, which you weren’t apt to 
find in the Vermont countryside. 

“I wondered what those things were,” 
she said. On the other hand, you could 
be drawn to the books just because your 
life was nothing like what you saw on 
the pages. A central Vermont resident 
remembers her “wistful reading of Dick 
and Jane in the 1970s, as a poor hippy 
kid growing up in the countryside. I 
yearned for the perfection of a Dick and 
Jane home.” 

Mary Carlson of Montpelier, “almost a 
fifth generation Vermonter,” grew up in 
the house in which her father was born. 
She remembers the Dick and Jane books 
as “all right and I really wanted to learn 
to read. My parents were great readers, 
and our house was full of books.” 

Tanina Garabedian came from the 
small city of Newport and has only fond 
memories of reading aloud from Dick 
and Jane. It didn’t hurt that she loved the 
idea of becoming a better reader than her 
older brother. 

A Montpelier resident who attended 
school in Stowe back in the 1950s, when 
it was still mostly farms, found the readers 
underwhelming and the characters unfa-
miliar. Her home wasn’t in a housing de-
velopment but in a village apartment with 
the town’s telephone switchboard operator 

living above. “But, maybe, she says, “the 
reason I didn’t like those books was be-
cause I didn’t like anyone telling me what 
to read. I’m an avid reader now, though. It 
(the program) obviously worked.”

The early popularity of basal readers 
prompted other publishing companies to 
create their own programs. But whether 
you were reading about Alice and Jerry, 
Jack and Janet, or Dick and Jane, the 
format was the same and their flaws were 
similar. 

The basal reader systems began to 

disappear, and by the 1990s, they were 
hard to find. Vermont teachers now use 
newer methods and materials, includ-
ing children’s literature featuring diverse 
characters as well as diverse authors.

But no matter how you felt about the 
readers when you were younger, coming 
across one of the books at a garage sale 
or in an antique store can evoke powerful 
memories of childhood. And for a few 
minutes, that time may seem as golden 
and trouble free as the lives of Dick and 
Jane. 

Dick and Jane in Vermont
By Mary Cole Mello

Education

A page from the Dick and Jane early reader books. Courtesy image.

SUmmer camps
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Lost Nation Theater’s “Back to the 
100-Acre Wood: Winnie-the-Pooh 
Revue,” an original dance-theater 

show, storms the stage for two perfor-
mances only: Friday, Feb. 25, at 6 p.m., 
and Saturday, Feb. 26 at 11 a.m.

Join Pooh, Piglet, Tigger, Eeyore, 
Christopher Robin, Rabbit, Roo, and the 
many other A.A. Milne characters in Lost 
Nation’s “by kids for kids” youth theater. 
This show revisits the adventures of the 
100-Acre Wood through athletic ada-
gio, contemporary dance, hip-hop, song, 
story, and inventive design.

The show features 18 rising stars, ages 

6 through 20, performing on-stage and 
behind the scenes to create imaginative, 
fun, and entertaining dance-theater. The 
brainchild of quadruple talent Taryn No-
elle and founding artistic director and res-
ident playwright Kim Allen Bent, “Back 
to the 100-Acre Wood: Winnie the Pooh 
Revue” also features original songs.

“As we were brainstorming ideas for 
this year’s camp, I was struck by stories 
that felt timeless yet timely,” Noelle said. 
“I realized the beloved characters in A.A. 
Milne’s Winnie-the-Pooh series feel like 
the very dearest of friends. The kind you 
only need think of and suddenly they ap-

pear right there in your mind and in your 
heart. Once we remembered Pooh… that 
was it!”

The ensemble of Finn Bearsch, Lydia 
Bearsch, Alexander Clayton, Ariabella 
Clayton, Isabella Estrada, Everett Gill, 
Elena Guadagno, Savannah Light, Eliza-
beth McCusker, Emma McCusker, Erik 
Mohlman, Julia Perez, Sophia Perez, 

Maggie Redmond, Mia Roy, Joy Santana, 
and Emanuel Van Fleet, spot-lit by tech-
nician Jason Perez, create the world and 
inhabitants of the Wood to retell these 
terrific tales, “revue-style.”

To keep everyone safe, proper mask-
wearing, proof of full vaccination, and ad-
herence to other COVID safety protocols 
are required for in-person seating.

Lost Nation Theater presents Winnie-the-Pooh Youth Theater
Press Release

February is a hard month to be Black 
in Vermont. 

There are so few of us in this state. 
And while we have created communities, 
affinity spaces, restaurants, etc., to sup-
port each other and surround ourselves 
in our culture, this month manages to 
magnify how few of us there really are. 

It is a hard month for our children to 
be in classrooms where they may be the 
“only,” learning about Black history in a 
room of people who may not understand 
why this month is dedicated to us, or 
why it even exists in the first place. Be-
cause, you know, “reverse racism.”

It is a hard month for Black educa-
tors, who are being asked by their peers 
to help develop lessons, find appropriate 
books, and pick appropriate movies that 
can be shared with classes. 

It is a hard month for Black parents (and 
white parents of Black kids) who have 
to have difficult conversations with their 
children when they come home sharing 
stories of the harm that has been done to 
them while sitting in these lessons. 

I have spoken to parents this month 
who have shared the frustration of lis-
tening circles, where a safe space has 
been created for dialogue. Unfortunately, 
some of these safe spaces are only truly 
safe for the students who want to be able 
to spew hate without fear of repercus-
sions. They are not safe for our children 
who have to sit through “honest conver-
sations.” Our children, who are being 
told, “if this is uncomfortable, you can 
always leave the room,” as if singling out 
and isolating our Black kids is showing 
empathy. 

I have spoken to parents who are frus-
trated because comments and laughter 
are happening in class during the viewing 
of cultural films, and those comments 
and laughter aren’t being addressed. This 
failure to address the problem just shows 
our children that it is OK to snicker 
at, laugh at, and make jokes about our 
culture. 

I have spoken to parents who are frus-
trated because the burden of education 
is falling on our shoulders. And when 
we choose to call out, instead of calling 
in, we are accused of being part of the 
problem, as if educating white Vermont-
ers is our job. The weight of having to 
center white fragility over Black harm is 
exhausting.

So, while I want to celebrate my health 
and my wellness, I find myself this 
month, of all months, struggling the 
most. Carrying the weight of educating 
the educators, protecting my children, 
supporting my community, all while 
doing all the other tasks I have to do as a 
woman, mother, wife, activist, and orga-
nizer. My health and wellness come last. 

But one thing about the Black com-
munity that I have learned is that when 
you are too tired to carry the weight, 
there is always someone at your side 
to pick it up and let you rest. So, if 
you are truly committed to celebrating 
Black History Month and supporting 
this year’s theme, remove the burden of 
education and activism from your Black 
friends, family, colleagues. Let them rest. 
Pick up the weight, and carry it yourself 
for a little while.

Black Health
continued from page 1
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By Tom McKone 

Kekla Magoon knows her readers. 
As a prolific, highly respected 
writer of young adult books and 

a strong advocate for social justice, Ma-
goon respects her readers and thinks 
highly of what they can do and handle.

“Kids get very inquisitive and have 
a lot of questions we don’t always have 
answers to,” Magoon said in a recent 
interview at the Vermont College of Fine 
Arts, where she teaches. “We have to face 
their questions, and we can’t hide the 
things that are difficult about the world 
from them forever.”

“We can’t say, ‘I don’t want you to 
think about race, because I don’t want 
you to feel bad that you have privilege 
for being white.’ That’s not where kids 
go first. Kids go to empathy. Kids think, 
‘Wait, you’re telling me that people who 
don’t look like me might be treated 
badly?’ They don’t immediately feel bad 
about their own situation. They feel bad 
about the other person, [and ask] ‘How 
can I help?’”

Children are ready to be part of the 
solution and part of making the world 
better, she said. Too often adults, with 
their own biases, guilt, and feelings, get 
in the way, Magoon added. Children, 
she pointed out, are more open-minded 
and better able to face difficult situations 
than adults realize.

“It’s sad that racism is such a big prob-
lem in our history,” she suggested. “Let’s 
be part of the solution. What do you 
think we can do together as a family, as a 
community, as a class, to make the world 
a little bit better?”

“Little kids don’t care that their friend 
doesn’t look the same as them,” she said. 
“They might be excited about the dif-
ferences.” She noted that kids may talk 
about differences in skin, hair, freckles. 
“They do those kinds of things, but it’s 
not judgmental. It’s just, ‘Oh, look, look 
how fun and pretty we all are.’”

Seventeen Books and More on 
the Way

Magoon has published 17 books for the 
middle grades and young adults. None-
theless, her most recent book, “Revolu-
tion in Our Time: The Black Panther 
Party’s Promise to the People” (Penguin 
Random House, 2021), is displayed in 
both the adult and young adult sec-
tions of Bear Pond Books. Starting with 
the publication of her first book, “The 
Rock and the River’’ (Simon and Schus-
ter, 2009) Magoon has garnered a long 
string of awards, including an NAACP 
Image Award and, in 2021, the Margaret 
A. Edwards Award for her significant 
and lasting contribution to young adult 
literature. An internet search showed 
that she has actually won more awards 
than she has published books.

Social justice and human rights 
— passions she got from her parents 
and grandparents — have permeated 
her work from the beginning. Born in 
Michigan to a white American mother 
of Scottish and Dutch ancestry and a 
Black father from Cameroon, West Af-
rica, Magoon lived a few years in Cam-
eroon but grew up primarily in Indiana.

After college at Northwestern Uni-
versity, she worked for nonprofits and 
lived in New York for about 12 years. In 
2002, she came up to what then was the 
Vermont College of Union Institute and 
University (now the Vermont College of 
Fine Arts) for an exploratory weekend. 
Soon she was enrolled in a low-residency 
MFA program with a focus on writing 
for children and young adults. She im-
mediately felt attached to the writing 
community at the college, and she de-
veloped a love for both Montpelier and 
Vermont. 

In 2015, with several books and awards 
behind her, Magoon joined the faculty 
at the Vermont College of Fine Arts and 
moved to Montpelier. 

“It’s a really wonderful place to live,” 
she said, adding that she often needs 
to travel for speaking engagements and 
it’s easy to get to Boston, New York, or 
beyond.

Although Magoon had already been 
writing (she wrote her first novel while 
in high school), she blossomed in the 
MFA program. Her master’s thesis be-
came her first book, “The Rock and 
the River.” Published 13 years ago, it 
remains one of her most popular young 
adult novels. The story of a teenage boy 
split between loyalty to the path of his 
civil rights activist father and that of 
his older brother, who joined the Black 
Panthers, the book is the first of four in 
which the Black Panthers have played an 
important role.

Magoon’s interest in the Panthers grew 
out of her love of history and the civil 
rights movement and culminated in 
“Revolution in Our Time,” published in 
November. 

“Even if you don’t agree with the 
choices the Panthers made,” she said, “I 
think there’s value in discussing and un-
derstanding why they made the choices 
they did … I think that when we’re 
scared to talk about certain things with 
our kids, we just have to be really patient 
with ourselves and with them to try to 
grapple with what’s challenging about 
our history. We can’t shy away from the 
complexities of our history, because if 
we don’t let kids experience complexity 
when they’re young, how will they be 
prepared to grapple with the complexi-
ties of being an adult?”

“I understand why parents want to 
protect their children, but I don’t under-
stand why books are so scary to people. 
Why ideas are so scary to people,” Ma-
goon said. “Certainly, books and ideas 
can be transformative, but there’s good 
in that. There’s power in that. And you 
know, I think we want our kids to know 
as much about the world as possible. It’s 
hard for me to understand wanting your 

child to know as little about the world as 
possible. That doesn’t make sense in my 
mind. I don’t think it keeps them safe.”

Social justice and black and brown 
characters are central to all of Magoon’s 
books; however, not all of her books are 
as intense as “The Rock and the River” 
or “Revolution in Our Time.” 

Neither scary, nor politically heavy, 
“Shadows of Sherwood” (Bloomsbury 
Publishing, 2016), the first of three 
books in the Robyn Hoodlum Adven-
ture Series, provides an exciting read for 
the middle schoolers toward whom the 
book is geared.

Kekla Magoon holds a copy of “Revolution in Our Time” at Bear Pond Books in 
Montpelier. Jane Knight, children’s buyer at the bookstore, said, “Kekla is a gem and it’s 
an honor to have her in our community.” Photo by Tom McKone.

Kekla Magoon:  
Social Change is Incremental  
and We Can All Be Part of It
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By Tom McKone 

Kekla Magoon holds a copy of “Revolution in Our Time” at Bear Pond Books in 
Montpelier. Jane Knight, children’s buyer at the bookstore, said, “Kekla is a gem and it’s 
an honor to have her in our community.” Photo by Tom McKone.

A modern-day take on the Robin 
Hood myth featuring a biracial 12-year-
old heroine, the story includes social 
and economic disparities, but Magoon 
presents them in a slightly futuristic 
dystopian society. 

More Books in the Works
The day I interviewed Magoon, she 

told me she had finished another novel 
over the weekend. She said that she 
currently has 11 more books in various 
stages of development. They include a 
couple of picture books and a graphic 
novel series about two middle-grade su-
perheroes that she is co-authoring with 
native writer and fellow VCFA faculty 
member, Cynthia Leitich Smith. 

While the pandemic has limited Ma-
goon to mostly Zoom events, in normal 
times she regularly speaks at conferences, 
attends bookstore events, and makes 
school visits.

For Magoon, writing is central to her 
sense of identity and her desire to make a 
difference in the world.

“I’ve always wanted to feel like my 
voice matters in the world and my work 
matters in the world and that I’m doing 
something to make it a better place,” she 
said. 

“There are people who march, there 
are people who protest. There are people 
who found nonprofit organizations and 
there are people who work for exist-
ing nonprofit organizations,” she said. 
“There are people who run for office. 
There are lots of different ways to be 
someone who tries to make a difference 
in the world.”

“None of those things quite fit, but 
I’m really good at storytelling. I’m really 
good at using language to make a point 
or an argument or express something,” 
she said. “So, I have found ways to use 
that skill set to advance things I care 
about in the world, which have a lot to 
do with social justice and civil rights.”

To Magoon, everyone can find a way 
they can meaningfully contribute to a 
better world.

“As individuals, we underestimate our 
ability to do a lot of things because we 
think, ‘I can’t complete that,’ or ‘I can’t 
complete that huge task,’” she said. “You 
do a little bit. You show up the next day. 
You do a little bit. … Everything is in-
cremental. … It does add up, and to me 
that’s really important. … You just gotta 
keep plugging away and not give up.”

In her most recent book, “Revolution 
in Our Time: The Black Panther Par-
ty’s Promise to the People” (Penguin 

Random House, 2021), Kekla Magoon 
quotes Father George Clements, a Black 
Catholic priest, a civil rights activist 
who worked with the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., and a friend of some 
members of the Illinois Chapter of the 
Black Panther Party.

“The thing I really loved about the 
Black Panthers,” Clements said, “was 
that they refused to be ignored.” Talk 
about understatement! Founded in the 
1960s, the Black Panther Party quickly 
earned a national reputation, parts of 
which vividly live on today. Magoon 
makes a strong argument that their repu-
tation has been distorted since the be-
ginning and that their legacy is much 
more important than has generally been 
recognized.

Published in November, “Revolution 
in Our Time” was a 2021 National Book 
Award finalist and has won three awards: 
Michael L. Printz and Coretta Scott 
King author awards and a Walter Award 
Honor in the teen category.

 “For many years, Americans have 
looked away from the Black Panthers’ 
legacy,” Magoon writes, “and because 
people have looked away, many have 
forgotten who and what the Panthers 
really were.

“The Black Panther Party was a na-

tionwide organization that existed in 
Black communities in the United States 
from 1966 until 1982. The Panthers 
played several roles: they were civil rights 
and human rights activists, militant rev-
olutionaries, and community organizers, 
and they were also a political party. They 
taught Black Americans how to fend 
for themselves in a country that treated 
them like second-class citizens, where 
police officers and politicians often failed 
to protect people but abused their power 
instead.”

Founded in Oakland, California, the 
Panthers initially called themselves the 
Black Panther Party for Self-Defense. 
Part of their plan was to arm Black peo-
ple so they could defend themselves, and 
another was to “police the police” by fol-
lowing police around to make sure they 
were not violating the rights of Black 
people. As allowed by California law, 
they carried guns when they did this.

Despite carrying guns and sometimes 
talking about “armed revolution,” Ma-
goon argues that the Panthers wanted a 
social revolution, not a violent one. She 
notes that even though the mainstream 
civil rights movement preached nonvio-
lence, its leaders condoned sometimes 
breaking unjust laws in order to make 
a point. Ironically, the Panthers, on the 
other hand, were careful about obeying 
laws and carried copies of laws with them 
while “policing the police.” 

Magoon reminds us that the civil rights 
era was filled with violence — mostly 
violence from white supremacists and 
sometimes police against Blacks. One of 
the horrors of the time, of course, was 
the assassination of King, the ultimate 
champion of nonviolence.

In an effort to downplay their gun-
toting image, within a few years the Pan-
thers dropped “self-defense” from their 
name and later “put [their] guns in the 
closet.”

While media and politicians often fo-
cused on the image of the Panthers as 
angry Black men with guns, most mem-
bers were women focused on serving 
poor Black communities. Their outreach 
included food kitchens, medical clinics, 
ambulance service, legal aid, and shoe 
and clothing programs — everything 
for free. 

“The Panthers excited people, scared 
people, challenged people,” Magoon 
writes, adding that they also pushed for 
Black history education.

 The book begins with a 60-page over-
view of the treatment of Black people 
from 1619 to 1965 that provides essential 
context to explain why so many people 
were so angry and frustrated. It closes 
with information about lasting contribu-
tions and key people, a timeline, glossary, 
and suggestions for further reading.

Kekla Magoon Aims to Set the Record 
Straight About the Black Panthers

Coretta Scott King: A Brush with Fame

The Bridge’s Ad Director Rick McMahan 
took this photograph of Coretta Scott 

King on June 11, 1972 as she campaigned 
for one-term congressman Allard Lowen-
stein in Brooklyn, New York.

At the time, McMahan worked as an 
office aide and campaign photographer for 
Lowenstein, while also a student at God-
dard College in Plainfield, Vermont. 

King, a civil rights leader, activist, singer,  
and author was also the widow of Martin 
Luther King, Jr.

“The Coretta Scott King Book Awards 
are given annually to outstanding African 
American authors and illustrators of books 
for children and young adults that demon-
strate an appreciation of African-American 

culture and universal human values. The award commemorates the life and 
work of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and honors his wife, Mrs. Coretta Scott 
King, for her courage and determination to continue the work for peace and 
world brotherhood,” according to the American Library Association website.

Montpelier’s own Kekla Magoon recently won this award as an “honor book” 
for her latest work, “Revolution in Our Time: The Black Panther Party’s Prom-
ise to the People” (Penguin Random House, 2021), available for sale locally at 
Bear Bond Books. 

—C.H.
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Surplus Education Dollars and Education 
Funding Changes Will Impact Local Tax Rate
By Valentyn Smith 

The Montpelier Roxbury Public 
School Board discussed the state’s 
$90 million Education Surplus 

Fund at its meeting this month, even as 
board members expressed concerns over 
changes in funding formulas that could 
result in a property tax rate increase in 
2023. 

Statewide Education Surplus Fund
Gov. Scott’s current budget proposal 

offers Vermont schools half of the $90 
million dollars in the Education Fund 
Surplus. If that moves forward, property 
owners may receive an individual fam-
ily rebate of $150 per parcel of land. A 
decision will be made at the end March. 

Some legislative leaders view the Edu-
cation Fund Surplus as an opportunity 
to invest in Vermont schools to sup-
port students and teachers affected by 

the pandemic, as well as fund pensions 
of state employees, and address the re-
mediation of harmful chemicals found 
when testing schools across the state for 
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs). 

The MRPS Board considered surplus 
fund reinvestment options, which could 
be applied to ongoing pandemic issues, 
such as the mental health crisis experi-
enced by students and staff, the contin-
ued learning gap, as well as the need for 
teachers due to shortages.

Kristen Plylar-Moore, urged the school 
board to advocate for the use of the funds 
being put toward education needs, not 
a rebate for homeowners. The Mont-
pelier resident was the only one who 
commented during the public comment 
portion of the meeting, asking the board 
to advocate for students. Plylar-Moore 
said students deserve a rebate to address 
learning loss and requested the board 
advocate for students to the government. 

According to the education tax rate 
letter released by the commissioner of the 
Vermont Department of Taxes, “This 
forecasted surplus is one-time money, 
which means we must be careful not to 
use it in ways that build ongoing costs 
which would need to be covered by fu-
ture property taxes.” The letter encour-
aged school districts to make strategic 
use of federal funding. 

“While the pandemic has created up-
heaval in so many areas of our society, 
the impact on our students — from an 
educational, social, and emotional per-
spective — has been among the most 
significant. That is why it remains so 
critical to help Vermont’s children and 
families recover so they can thrive long 
into the future.” 

Federal Grants
The state’s education fund surplus dif-

fers from federal grants managed by the 
Vermont Agency of Education, such as 
the Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief (ESSER) fund. But 
both revenue sources are related to the 
school district’s decision-making process 
on budgeting, and both are one-time 
funding opportunities. 

The school board met on Feb.16 to 
develop a proposal for the $2,230,394 in 
federal funds. Based on the overall feed-
back gathered, the board plans to update 
the community with next steps for using 
federal ESSER grants on March 29. 

Budgeting details are still up in the 
air, with many moving pieces to how the 
Montpelier-Roxbury district will move 
forward with the surplus funds based on 
legislative plans. In the meantime, the 
board considered community values and 
whether to join the Coalition for Ver-
mont Student Equity, an equity coalition 
advocating for representation for English 
language learners and low-income stu-
dents within the current funding for-
mula. The coalition proposes that some 
use of the $90 million surplus relates to 
equity. 

Funding Formula Changes May 
Increase Local Property Tax Rate

The district enrolled 12 new learners 
through the Afghan refugee relocation 
program. Currently the pupil spend-
ing weights do not accommodate these 
learners, who were not factored into the 
current budgeting decisions because of 
their being recently enrolled. 

According to the Coalition’s website, 
“Our coalition is advocating that the 
legislature adopt the recommendations 
of the Pupil Weighting Factors Report 
during the current 2021/2022 legisla-
tive biennium. By finally correcting the 
flawed formula, districts that have been 
suffering for decades under the incor-
rect weights will finally have their fair 
share of an equitably distributed educa-
tion fund.”

On Feb. 3, Superintendent Libby Bon-
esteel testified before the legislature on 
the budgetary implications of welcoming 
new English language learners to the dis-
trict and its impact on the system amid 
the current pupil weighting system. 

“Superintendents are being asked to 
provide context, data, and opinion re-
garding the choices the legislature has in 
front of them — the legislature is con-
sidering changing the way per-pupil costs 
are tabulated in the budgeting process 
for school districts,” said Bonesteel. 

Some of ‘the choices’ refer to the cur-
rent funding formula, which would in-
crease tax rates for all districts within 
the current education funding formula 
and fail to upgrade the current weight-
ing system in order to service the needs 
of English language learners and low-
income families. 

According to the Vermont School 
Board Association’s testimony, the cur-
rent funding calculation, referred to as 
the ‘pupil weighting system,’ would “add 
$40 million dollars to the top of the Edu-
cation Fund.”

Business Manager Grant Geisler said, 
“If the new weighting takes effect (in the 
future), our pupil count will likely drop, 
which would increase our spending per 
pupil. If spending per pupil increases, so 
does the tax rate.” 

The board expressed a fear of becom-
ing more elite and exclusive as a district 
with a higher tax rate. If there is a signifi-
cant tax rate increase, the board hopes 
for a transition period to deal with the 
tax burden over time. 

Education
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With annual voting happening on or before 
March 1, there has been much discussion 
about the budget, proposed bonds, and 

infrastructure in general. Some of this information is 
review from prior articles. 

It has been noted that the budget is increasing by 
9.7% from last year. This needs to be viewed in con-
text. The budget was reduced in FY22 below FY21 
funding because of COVID factors. With non-tax rev-
enues increasing by 17%, this budget is simply catch-
ing back up to prior service levels. The budget is only 
7% higher than it was two years ago or 3.5% average 
per year.

More funding is being directed to or requested 
for overall infrastructure investment than in any prior 
year. In addition to the bond proposals, the city 
council is allocating approximately $2.5 million in 
one-time funding for infrastructure and capital ex-
penses. 

The first $1.1 million in federal ARPA (American 
Recovery Plan Act) funding is being allocated to 
infrastructure projects and equipment purchases that 
had been approved in the FY20 and FY21 budgets 
but deferred due to revenue losses. Approximately 
$600,000 is being allocated for road and retaining 
wall work. Approximately $400,000 is being allocated 
for delayed equipment replacement, with the bal-
ance restoring funding to the Housing Trust Fund and 
some smaller efforts.

The second $1.1 million in ARPA money is being 
allocated to eligible activities within the funding 
guidelines. This is currently planned as $75,000 for 
community outreach; $425,000 for housing/homeless-
ness issues, including a potential public bathroom fa-
cility; $50,000 for an electric vehicle charging station 
for municipal vehicles; and $450,000 for water/sewer 
infrastructure upgrades.

The city also has $435,000 in money reserved 
from prior budgets for capital projects and expenses. 
These funds were held as a hedge against more sub-
stantial revenue losses. The money includes $180,000 
being added to existing paving money to finally reach 
the targeted funding level of $750,000 to achieve 
and maintain proper road conditions over the long 
run. Another $221,000 is being allocated for equip-
ment purchases. The remaining $34,000 is to study 
possible removal of dams in the Winooski and North 
Branch rivers.

The emphasis on capital funding doesn’t end with 
these items. The annual capital budget was reduced 
drastically in the last couple of years due to the rev-
enue crisis. The proposed budget would restore 
$223,500 to the capital plan up to a total of 
$2,149,165.

Additional potential projects resulting from the new 
federal infrastructure bill are not included, since those 
guidelines have not yet been issued.

The city is proposing four bonds:
1. $7,200,000 for East State Street ($4,000,000 

from the general fund, $3,200,000 from water/
sewer funds). The project includes complete recon-
struction of East State Street from Main Street to Col-
lege Street. New water and sewer lines will be installed 
underground. A rebuilt road base and surface as well 
as improved sidewalks will be installed above. A sewer 

overflow (CSO) issue will be corrected by installation 
of a new stormwater outfall. The Blanchard parking 
lot behind the fire station will also be improved. This 
project will also correct the periodic odor problem at 
the East State and Main intersection. Funding for the 
project is aided by a $1,420,000 ARPA grant.

2. $1,815,000 from the general fund for a group 
of infrastructure projects. These projects have been 
in various planning and design phases in recent years. 
They include:

• $600,000 for Confluence Park. 
• $550,000 for the Main Street and Barre Street inter-

section
• $250,000 for street lighting upgrades. 
• $250,000 for a pellet heating system at the DPW 

garage. 
• $165,000 for Marvin Street slope repair. 
3. $2,000,000 to purchase the former Elks Club 

property for future recreation use. This proposal 
has created the most discussion. The city is propos-
ing to purchase the land and buildings at 203 Country 
Club Road. If the bond passes, the city will embark on 
an extensive public planning exercise to determine 
the future of the parcel. It is anticipated, however, 
that housing will be the top priority followed by a new 
community center. It is anticipated that this project will 
be done in conjunction with a private non-profit group 
called The Hub, which seeks to create some recreation 
facilities.

The need for housing at all price points is well 
known. The city’s recreation center on Barre Street 
has significant problems, including lack of accessibil-
ity, terrible HVAC systems, and asbestos throughout. 
Renovating this building for modern recreation use 
will cost at least $6 million while retaining the existing 
footprint restrictions and lack of parking. A potential 
recreation center at the Elm Street rec complex (pool/
fields/courts) also has size restrictions and competes 
with the existing facilities for space and parking. 

4. $16,400,000 from the sewer fund for im-
provements to the water resource recovery facility 
(known by many as the sewer treatment plant). 
Our recent upgrade modernized the plant, made 

it energy efficient, and created the ability to ac-
cept and process commercial organic (food) waste, 
which generates revenue. This new process resulted 
in increased methane production to meet all of the 
plant’s heating needs. 

The primary purpose of this bond is to use 
methane to dry residuals — known as biosolids or 
“sludge.” This will greatly reduce the number of 
costly and environmentally unfriendly truck trips be-
tween Montpelier and Coventry. It will also update all 
of the remaining aging infrastructure in the plant. A 
much smaller financial portion of this project is to fix 
the much stronger smells coming from the plant and 
address a state-issued correction order. 

Required first year payments for the proposed 
bonds have already been built into the full budget.

What is a Bond? 
A bond is a loan, used for long-term financing, typi-

cally 20 years. The general rule of thumb being that 
the term cannot exceed the useful life of the equip-
ment or project (up to 30 years). Bonding is used for 
roads, bridges, sidewalks, streetscapes, water proj-
ects, sewer projects, energy efficiency projects, and 
equipment. 

What Does it Mean if I Vote Yes at Town Meeting?
This action authorizes borrowing for the above-

mentioned items; it is the first step to securing bond 
funding. It is, however, conceivable that if authoriza-
tion is granted, debt may not be incurred if a project 
does not move forward. For budget purposes, inter-
est and principal payments are estimates based on 
current information for voters to consider. This will 
not be “officially” set until after voter authorization, 
the project is underway, rates are locked in, and the 
bond is issued. 

The accompanying spreadsheet illustrates esti-
mated debt service for the city from FY22–FY26.

Thank you for reading this article and for your inter-
est in Montpelier city government. Please feel free to 
contact me at wfraser@montpelier-vt.org or 802-223-
9502 with any questions, comments, or concerns.

A Message From City Hall
This page was paid for by the City of Montpelier.

More on Infrastructure and Bond Proposals
By William Fraser, City Manager

This is a paid commentary and does not reflect the opinions, reporting, or ideas of Bridge Community Media.
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 23
Exhibit: Amy Burns/Keilani Lime. 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Espresso Bueno, Barre. Il-
lustration, cartoons, large-format mixed-
media paintings, plus a collaborative 
comic about living with chronic illness, 
‘No Spoons for You.’ Through March 
30.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24
Discussion of the Film “Emma.” 
6:30 to 8 p.m. Online. Join the Jane Aus-
ten Society of North America – Vermont 
Region (JASNA-VT) in a lively discus-
sion of the newest adaptation of Austen’s 
novel, “Emma.” Members of JASNA will 
be on hand to discuss costumes, highs 
and lows of the film, and bloody noses, 
among other topics (and film adapta-
tions). Register to attend by Zoom at kel-
logghubbard.org/adult-programs.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25
Winter Story Time and Playgroup: 
For Kids Birth to Age 5. 10:30 a.m. 
Free. Jaquith Public Library, Marshfield. 
Get ready for fun with Sasha during 
story and activity time. Gather around 
a fire for songs and stories. Hot tea 
and oatmeal. Outdoor activities. Come 
dressed for the weather and outdoor fun. 
For more information, go to jaquithpub-
liclibrary.org or call 802-426-3581.
Back to the 100-Acre Wood: Win-
nie-the-Pooh Revue, an original 
dance-theater show. 6 p.m. Lost Na-
tion Theater and streamed live. Theater 
for kids, by kids. Join Pooh, Piglet, Tig-
ger, Eeyore, Christopher Robin, Rabbit, 
Roo, and all your favorite A.A. Milne 
characters as we revisit the adventures, 
simple wisdom, silliness, and friendship 
of the 100-Acre Wood through athletic 
adagio, contemporary dance, hip-hop, 
song, story, and inventive design. Run 
time: 40 minutes. Tickets $5 in person 
or live streamed. For more information, 
go to lostnationtheater.org; phone: 802-

229-0492; or email info@lostnationthe-
ater.org
Exhibit: Show 47. 4 to 7 p.m. Free. 
The Front, 6 Barre St., Montpelier. Join 
us for a show by members of this col-
laborative gallery, including works by 
over 13 artists in a wide variety of media 
and content. Show 47 runs from Jan. 28 
to Feb. 27 on Fridays (4 p.m. to 7 p.m.) 
and Saturdays and Sundays (11 a.m. to 
5 p.m.). For more information, go to 
thefrontvt.com

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26
Animal Tracking Walk. 10 a.m. Hub-
bard Park New Shelter. Second in series 
with naturalist Gail Johnson. Review 
basics, concentrate on track patterns and 
compression shapes. Handouts. More in-
formation on Montpelier Parks Facebook 
https://fb.me/e/1t9Wcn89k. Free, no reg-
istration needed. Bad-weather date, Feb. 
27.
Exhibit: Show 47. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Free. The Front, 6 Barre St., Montpelier. 
See Feb. 25.
Winter Festival at the Jaquith Pub-
lic Library. Noon to 4 p.m. Marsh-
field. Free. Storytelling and singalong 
around the fire. Free soup and bread 
and hot beverages. Snow sculpture and 
snow painting. Brent McCoy to perform 
at 2 p.m. He combines breathtaking 
circus stunts with lightning-fast wit for 
a rollicking comic experience. Inclement 
weather date, Feb. 27. For more informa-
tion, go to jaquithpubliclibrary.org or 
call 802-426-3581.
Back to the 100-Acre Wood: Winnie-
the-Pooh Revue, an original dance-
theater show. 11 a.m. Lost Nation 
Theater and online. See Feb. 25

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 28
Mad River Chorale Spring Term 
2022. 7 to 9 p.m. First rehearsal. Waits-
field United Church of Christ. Rehears-

als will continue on Monday evenings 7 
to 9 p.m. in the chorus room at Harwood 
UHS. New members are always wel-
comed to Mad River Chorale. The only 
requirement is that singers put in time 
learning the music outside of rehears-
als, and be able to hold their part and 
sing with their voice section. Dues are 
charged, but no one is turned away for 
lack of ability to pay, as scholarships are 
available. Please visit madriverchorale.net 
for information about the chorale or lis-
ten to the message at 802-496-4781.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2
Leaving the World of the Temporar-
ily Abled. 7 p.m. Zoom only. Artist 
and legislator John R. Killacky shares 
his journey of overcoming paralysis from 
spinal surgery complications 25 years 
ago. He also reflects on how reentering 
the world in a disabled body radically 
changed his perspective in his artistic 
practice as well as in his advocacy for 
artists with disabilities. This is a First 
Wednesdays program. Register at ver-
monthumanities.org/first-Wednesdays.

TUESDAY, MARCH 1
All of Vermont, Town Meeting Day. 
Go. Participate. Vote. Check with your 
local town for changes resulting from 
COVID.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2
Music and Movement Class Ages 
0–6. 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Waterbury 
Public Library, SAL room. We begin 
by singing songs and moving together 
and allow time at the end to play with 
instruments, as well as time for adults 
and kids to socialize too! Masks required 
for all participants 2 years of age and up. 
Check the Children’s Room calendar for 
dates — cancellations are posted by 9 
a.m. on the online calendar. For more 
information, call 802-244-7036.

THURSDAY, MARCH 3
North Branch Nature Center Staff 
Art Gallery Reception. 5 to 7 p.m. 
North Branch Nature Center, 713 Elm 
St., Montpelier. Please join us for an eve-
ning celebrating the artwork in our Staff 
Art Exhibit. For more information, go 
to northbranchnaturecenter.org/event/
in-the-gallery-nbnc-staff-art-show

FRIDAY, MARCH 4
Free Tech Assistance for Seniors. 
3:30 to 4:30 p.m. Montpelier Senior 
Activity Center, 58 Barre St. Local teens 
answer questions about smartphones, 
photo-editing, and more, Mask required 
in-person service. Make an appointment 
by calling MSAC at 223-2518 or email-
ing msac@montpelier-vt.org
Vermont Works for Women Vir-
tual LUNAFEST: Short Films by and 
about Women. 6 p.m. Online. A film 
festival of award-winning short films by 
and about women. Cost $25, for tickets, 
go to http://www.vtworksforwomen.org/
lunafest.
Winter Story Time and Playgroup: 
For Kids Birth to Age 5. 10:30 a.m. 
Free. Jaquith Public Library, Marshfield. 
See Feb. 25. For more information, go 
to jaquithpubliclibrary.org or call 802-
426-3581.

SUNDAY, MARCH 6 
Global Roots Film Festival: Indig-
enous Cinema. 1 to 8 p.m, Savoy 
Theater, Montpelier. A special showcase 
of selected films from the 2022 Vermont 
International Film Festival, Global Roots 
Film Festival: Indigenous Cinema. For 
more information, go to savoytheater.
com/special_events/vtiff-global-roots-
festival

MONDAY, MARCH 7
Reading and Discussion with Tomás 
Q. Morín. 7 p.m. Zoom only. Tomás Q. 
Morín, author of “Machete,” will discuss 
his recently published memoir, “Let Me 
Count the Ways,” about coming of age 
in South Texas and life with obsessive-
compulsive disorder. A reading will be 
followed by Q&A. Pre Register to attend 
by Zoom at kellogghubbard.org/adult-
programs.

TUESDAY, MARCH 8
Community Forum on Drug and 
Alcohol Use in Montpelier. 6 to 7 
p.m. Online. Central Vermont Preven-
tion Coalition and community partners 
present information to the Montpelier 
community and MRPS district parents, 
caregivers, store owners, policy makers, 
health providers, youths, et al. Overdoses 
have increased during this pandemic. 
Share your concerns, learn about local 
resources, parent tips, and how drug 
issues are being addressed. Each school 
district in Washington County will have 
a forum, please join yours! Zoom: Join 
Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/87860001225 Meeting ID: 878 
6000 1225 For more information, con-
tact Olivia.cvpc@gmail.com, cvpreven-
tion.org

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9 
Music and Movement Class, Ages 
0–6. 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Waterbury 
Public Library, SAL room. See March 2 
for details.

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S
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Advertise! call 802-249-8666

Editor’s note: The authors remember 
and honor Dennis A. DeVaux of Upper 
Valley Press, who died in a roadside ac-
cident on Jan. 6 at the age of 65. Begin-
ning with the first issue of The Bridge in 
December 1993 — and for most of the 
20-plus years that have followed — Upper 
Valley Press in North Haverhill (NH) 
printed The Bridge.

In his capacity as one of Upper Valley 
Press’s chief executives with continu-
ing responsibilities in customer rela-

tions, Dennis DeVaux was a key figure 
who supported The Bridge from the 
early days of the paper in the mid-1990s 
and for many years thereafter.

Dennis believed in the mission of The 
Bridge — to bring quality news to a 
local community — and he made every 
effort, on multiple occasions, to be sure 
that the end product of writing and 
printing the paper was of high quality 
and delivered on time.

Dennis began his employment with 
Upper Valley Press in an entry level po-
sition in 1980, and was, until his retire-
ment about a year-and-a-half ago, one of 
the company’s vice presidents.

In his personal life, Dennis had a 
passion for the outdoors that included 
hiking, snowshoeing, bird watching, 
hunting and fishing, and competitive 
shooting. Both of his parents were ac-

complished trapshooters, and at 13 years 
of age Dennis himself began trapshoot-
ing. Over time Dennis became a trap-
shooting standout.

In August 2002, Dennis competed 
in the Grand American (trapshooting) 
Handicap in Vandalia, Ohio. At the 
Vandalia event, Dennis beat out more 
than 3,800 other shotgunners from 
across the United States by winning 
“the most coveted title of the 10-day 
tournament,” according to a report in 
the Times Argus. Dennis Jensen writing 
for the Times Argus used these words to 
describe Dennis’s stunning trapshooting 
achievement: “You could say that Den-
nis DeVaux was in two places on that 
special day. The Thetford trapshooter 
was in Vandalia, Ohio, trying to be-
come the top gun in the Grand Ameri-
can Handicap at the Grand American 
World Trapshooting Championships. 
(He) was also in a zone on that day in 
August, a zone so perfect that (from a 
distance of 27 yards) he hit 150 out of 
150 targets, a feat that has never been 
accomplished in more than 100 years of 
competition.”

Dennis himself reacted this way to his 
championship performance: “It was the 
best moment of my life in my career in 
trapshooting. I was ecstatic. It’s akin to 
winning a gold medal at the Olympics 
in a major event.”

Some of that striving for personal 
excellence no doubt characterized Den-
nis’s work performance at Upper Valley 
Press.

In the early days of The Bridge, we 
would create “dummies” — or print 
prototypes of the paper — and take 
those dummies that showed the exact 

size of the paper (its pages, its columns 
of print, and space for photographs) 
down to Upper Valley Press in North 
Haverhill, New Hampshire. Typically, 
we would arrive in the morning — tired 
out after a late night in finalizing the 
paper’s layout and design. Sometimes 
Dennis would personally welcome us. 
Then he would let us settle down in a 
quiet conference room to take a last look 
at things and make corrections. He and 
his team accommodated our many final 
changes as they readied our paper to go 
to press. Their message to us was that it 
mattered and that they cared.

From our perspective — and we were 
just one of Upper Valley’s many custom-
ers — it was Dennis’s commitment to 
excellence and his timely and generous 
professional support of our fledgling 
community paper that made an indis-
pensable difference and that’s one of the 
strongest reasons why The Bridge is still 
publishing today.

For several years after The Bridge  was 
first published, Jake Brown and Nat 
Frothingham were business partners at 
The Bridge, Jake as managing editor and 
Nat as publisher. 

By Jake Brown and Nat Frothingham

Dennis DeVaux at the 2012 New 
Hampshire State Trapshooting 
Championship Tournament. Photo 
by Steve Szczechura.

A Note about Dennis DeVaux and Upper Valley Press
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Commentary

Like most Americans, you’ve proba-
bly spent years working to achieve 
the retirement of your dreams. 

Then there comes a point when this 
career milestone changes from a distant 
goal to an imminent reality. You can 
make your first year away from work 
more rewarding and less stressful when 
you take the time to anticipate potential 

challenges and prepare for how you will 
handle this important life change.

Your State of Mind
In your first weeks as a new retiree, 

it’s normal to feel both excitement and 
trepidation. You may feel ready to con-
nect with friends and family, and do 
the activities you love. Stepping away 

from a career can also reduce stress and 
free you from the burden of compet-
ing priorities. However, saying goodbye 
to the workplace, business associates, 
day-to-day responsibilities, and a regu-
lar paycheck may trigger anxiety and 
sadness. This is especially true for those 
who’ve enjoyed their professional status 
and fulfilling career. 

For those experiencing mixed feel-
ings, it’s helpful to acknowledge them, 
both to yourself and a partner or trusted 
friend. Remind yourself why you chose 
to retire and remember all that you ac-
complished to reach this point. 

Your Purpose 
With your calendar clear of work ob-

ligations, it’s important to identify a few 
ways to fill former working time. For 
example, if you’ve promised distant rela-
tives that you’ll reconnect, organize a 
reunion. Set a date to fulfill your dream 
of visiting France’s wine country or find 
a piano teacher.  Alternatively, you may 
decide to pursue an encore career, part-
time job, or an opportunity to open 
your own business. 

With all the new possibilities, it’s im-
portant to avoid overcommitting your-
self. Give yourself breathing room each 
day and ease into volunteer organiza-
tions or activities. Now that you have 
more freedom, be sure you’re choosing 
to spend time in ways that are most 
gratifying to you. 

Your Finances
Adjusting from building a nest egg to 

spending it can be challenging. To make 
the initiation to retiree life easier, create a 
plan for how to pay yourself. Start by tal-
lying income sources before determining 
which you’ll tap into first. Next, estimate 
cash flow for year one. Planning this in 
advance can help ease worries and reduce 
the risk of overspending. Make sure to 
have enough cash to cover three years 
of unexpected expenses. Once in retire-
ment, monitor cash reserves regularly to 
gauge spending and make adjustments as 
needed. 

If you’re uneasy or need reassurance 
that your income and cash flow plans are 
sufficient, meet with a financial advisor. 
Together you can look at the impact of 
taxes, evaluate your portfolio diversifica-
tion, and prepare for the legacy you’d like 
to leave your community and family. 

Becoming a retiree means enduring a 
lot of change. Although you can’t prepare 
for every challenge and opportunity you 
might face in your first year, planning for 
what you can control allows you to move 
into this new life stage with confidence.

Ellie Tobin Stubbs, BFA, is a Finan-
cial Advisor with Ameriprise Financial 
Services, Inc. in Barre, Vermont. She 
specializes in fee-based financial planning 
and asset management strategies and has 
been in practice for 20 years. To contact 
her, ameripriseadvisors.com/ellie.stubbs or 
802-622-8060.

Navigating Your First Year in Retirement
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• JOBS •
• JOBS • 
• JOBS •

CLASSIFIED AD: 
HELP WANTED
Driver/Assistant needed for 
a blind employee.
Mon-Thurs. 8-4.  Duties 
include but are not limited to, 
driving, guiding and assisting 
employee, carrying supplies 
and assisting with paperwork. 
Must possess a reliable vehicle, 
a clean driving record, be 
able to pass a background 
check and provide proof of car 
insurance.  Hourly rate plus 
mileage compensation.  Please 
send your resume to Cathie 
Peller at cpeller@vabvi.org or 
call for an application 802-505-
4006.  



PAGE 20  •   FEBRUARY 23–MARCH 8, 2022  THE BRIDGE

CLASSIFIED AD
First Class Office Space near Capitol at 149 State Street, 
Montpelier, VT.
Perfect location within a 3-minute walk to Capitol. Beautiful Greek Revival 
building renovated throughout. Handicap accessible, foyer, waiting room and 
restroom. Includes off-street parking, office cleaning weekly, heat, AC, hot 
water, snow removal, landscaping and full maintenance. Suites and single 
offices starting at $345.00 per month. Call 508-259-7941.

REAL ESTATE • REAL ESTATE • REAL ESTATE 

support local business.
Call 802-249-8666 to advertise in the Bridge. 
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It’s painfully ironic that during this 
Black History Month, state legisla-
tures all across the country are trying 

to limit how that history can be taught. 
These efforts to control the narrative of 
Black history are not new. Half-truths, 
repressed atrocities, and an overriding 
mythology of altruism and magnanim-
ity have marred the American historical 
imagination since the country’s found-
ing. The Who We Are Project seeks to 
correct the record in its new documen-
tary “Who We Are: A Chronicle of Rac-
ism in America,” opening at the Savoy 
Theater Friday, Feb. 25.

Jeffrey Robinson, an ACLU attorney 
and CEO and founder of The Who 
We Are Project, has been crisscrossing 
the country for years offering in-depth 
lectures on the historical and legal ante-
cedents that have gotten us to where we 
are. The film is directed by Emily and 
Sarah Kunstler — daughters of famed 
civil rights attorney William Kunstler, 
the legal defender in the “Chicago 7” 
trial of 1969. “Who We Are” captures 
Robinson’s TED Talk-style presentation 
at New York City’s Town Hall Theater, 
on Juneteenth, 2018, three years prior 

to that date being designated a federal 
holiday.

Slideshows offer much of the docu-
mented evidence during Robinson’s 
lecture; the Kunstlers interweave his 
presentation with archival footage, walk-
ing tours of relevant historic sites, and 
on-the-ground interviews conducted by 
Robinson himself. Overall, they create 
a dynamic, informative interplay of past 
and present, knowledge and heart.

Tracing a course from the origins of 
the slave trade in colonial New York to 
the embattled Confederate monuments 
of today, Robinson recognizes that we 
are at a “tipping point” in American race 
relations not dissimilar to the momen-
tous civil rights movement of the 1960s 
and the social and political turmoil that 
it occasioned. He also dips into his own 
history to offer a first-hand account of 
the legal and financial policies that have 
shaped America’s present-day racial in-
equities, such as school segregation and 
redlining.

“Who We Are” is primed to join the 
ranks of breakthrough Black history doc-
umentaries along the lines of Ava Du-
Vernay’s “13th” and Raoul Peck’s “I Am 

Not Your Negro,” both of which not only 
enjoyed commercial and critical success, 
but became mainstays in high-school 
classes across the nation. Robinson ex-
pands the conversation on Black his-
tory and drives more information to the 
people who need it most. Unfortunately, 
as state legislatures simultaneously aim 
to narrow that conversation in public 

school settings, Robinson’s audience may 
be limited to those already willing to 
spend their time and money on hearing 
what he has to say — the audience he is 
least in need of reaching.

Travis Weedon is a programmer at the 
Savoy Theater and the festival director for 
White River Indie Films.

‘Who We Are’ Corrects the Record 
During Black History Month
By Travis Weedon

A still from “Who We Are: A Chronicle of Racism in America.” Courtesy 
photo. 

Arts
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Advertise!

The Comics Pets of the Week: 
Alma & Bruno

Meet the sweetest, most adorable 
bunnies around: Alma and Bruno! 

Much like the characters of the family 
Madrigal, these rabbits are sure to en-
chant you with their sweet, easy going 
nature. Not sure if they will burst into 
song, but who knows? They love being 
around people, and need to find a home 
together where they can kick back, relax, 
and enjoy the company of a loving fam-
ily. They have never been exposed to cats 
or dogs, but they would prefer to be the 
center of your world anyway. They do 
prefer a great deal of space; their previous 
home was able to let them free-range! But 
don’t worry, they happily use a litter box! 

Central Vermont Humane 
Society

1589 Vermont Route 14S,
East Montpelier 
802-476-3811  
centralvermonthumane.org

By James von Hollen and Joan Stokes, from the series “Ignore it Forever”
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Elks Club Supporters Cite Housing Needs; Opponents Have 
Varied Objections to Purchase, by Phil Dodd 

School Officials Seek Balance on Masking Requirements, 
by J. Gregory Gerdel

Celebrating African-American Spirituals During Black 
History Month

Hugo’s Opening Attracts a Crowd, by Carla Occaso

Our next print issue comes out on Wednesday, March 9, 2022. Check out our 
website and join our email list to see the latest stories between now and then. 
Emails come one time per week, featuring our most current stories. Sign up at 
montpelierbridge.org.

In case you missed it 
on MontpelierBridge.org
The Bridge posts stories on our website between print issues.  
If you want the latest local news, go to montpelierbridge.org.  
Here’s a sampling of our online news lately.

Advertise in the NEXT ISSUE:

Cabin Fever  
& summer camps

In Circulation March 9, 2022

All Ad Materials and Ad Space 
Reservations Due Friday, March 4

For more info about deadlines, rates, and  
the design of your ad, contact Rick McMahan:  

802-249-8666 or rick@vtbridge.com
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